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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IF  Mr.Maloncjin  his  zeal  for  dete£ling  the  A^fiiUatitaut 
Paferif  whic]i  were  exhibited  as  Shakfpcare's ;  and 
friiich,  with  little  help  from  others,  had  already  detected 
Aetnlelvcs,  had  written,  inftead  of  ib/t  lNquiRY,apainphlet 
IB  plain  praft ;  ftating  his  ot^e^tions,  without  irony,  and 
liibmitting  his  documents,  without  fcolfs ;  thereby  impugn- 
ing fraud,  without  aflertlng  fit^i^in,  and  convincing  op< 
ponents,  without  rouGng  adveriaries ;  no  one  would  have 
■oCwered  what  few  would  have  read ;  fmce  a  cheat  ex- 
ploded is  a  cheat  no  more. 

But,  in  his  high-blnun  pride,  he  was  little  felicitous 
to  dillemble  las  fret  fmtempt  for  thole,  who,  for  a  time, 
tfaou^t  diSerently  from  him  on  difputable  points;  while 
Aey  )Tcre  jn^ucnced  by  rcalonings,  which  will  not  foon  lie 
CDoiuted.  He  was,  by  thofe  motives,  induced  to  fcattcr 
llil  wi^  abuftf  with  a  ready  pen,  throughout  his  Inquiry, 
pgainft  diofe,  whom  he  terms  "  partizajis  of  fraud," 
*f  lir^eaders  of  itapofitioa^"  **  hardened  offenders )"  thus, 
turning  bit  pent  to  lances ;  and,  by  a  fcamful  rhinUy  en- 
^Touring  to  make  their  names  fixtd  figuris  fir  tht  timt 
^finnt,  to  pant  bit  Jlew  unrnoving  fingir  at.  Amidft  this 
Um^  tf  pnvaeotion^  he  fcnt  them  a  reijling  chalUng*  to 
defend,  or  letrad,  their  opinions }  thinking,  doubtlcfs,  to 
Jhiit  amaxtmtnt  to  their  dratofj  fpirits. 

The  Believers,  indeed,  feU,  that  ixtnmity  it  the  trier  rf 
^ritf,    Neverthelefs  j  as  men  attacked,  &ey  merely  zQ  on 

the 
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the  dcfrtifive,  in  making  th!s  Ap^logj  \  as  Engliflunen,  who 
had  received  many  a  blow,  they,  in  their  dtjptrati  turny 
barely  fend  back  his  arrows,  but-without  their  venomj  and 
as  fcholars,  antiquaries,  and  heralds,  they  only  a£t  agree- 
ably to  their  charUr^  and  their  cujiemarj  rights^  when  they 
refid  the  tyranny  of  a  Di^tor  in  the  republic  of  letter} } 
without  vindicating  the  ATifuUanioui  Papers,  which*  they 
acknowledge  to  be  fpurious :  yet ;  they  do  not  admit  Mh 
Malwie's  princif^e,  that  our  whole  Jrchteolagy  may  be  mif- 
reprefented,  for  the  purpofe  of  deteding  a  literary  fraud ; 
nor,  do  they  allow,  that  the  faid  republic  ought  to  be  in- 
vaded in  its  limits,  or  dillurbed  in  its  quiet,  by  his  dif- 
charge  of  this  inundation  ofmifianpered  buflnitr,  for  the  gra- 
tification of  an  indifcrett  zeaL 

They  will  only  add  what  Johnibn  remarked  of  Hanmer: 

But,   I  MAY,    WITHOUT    INDECENCY,    OBSStlVE,    THAT 

ko  hak  should  attempt  to  teach  what  hb  has 
kever  learned  himself. 

[Macbeth,  mdccxlv.]  ' 

PoiTSC&IFT  : 

The  ftamp  in.  the  Title-page  Ibows  to  the  curious  ejte 
the  amu  ef  tbi  Reveit :  and,  the  Tail-pitte  exhibits,  to 
the  inqulfitive  drunatift  the  ical  of  the  office  of  the  Revels, 
during  the  reigns  of  (ivt  levereigns,  under  the  KlLLi- 
CREWS. 
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BELIEVERS 


SHAKSPEARE-PAPERS, 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  appear  at  the  bar 
of  this  critical  (a)  court ;  in  order  to  (hew 
caufe,  why  an  information  fliall  not  be  filed, 
by  the  public  accufer,  againft  the  believers 
of  the  papers,  which  have  been  attributed 
to  Shakfpeare,  for  having  committed  the 
aggravated  crimes  of.being  '■*  the  credulous 
"  partizans  of  folly  and  {i)  impofture  i"  of 
chinking  for  themfclves  j  and  judging  from 

(a)  See  the  SiJJwn  ef  tht  Petti,  in  die  State  Poems,  1 703, 
vol.  i,  p.  206. 

Apollo,  concern'd  to  f«  the  tranrgreOionf, 
'    Thu  our  poultry  fcribblcrs  daily  commit. 
Gare  orden  oace  mere  to  fummon  a  feflioDit 
Severely  to  panilh  the  abulei  of  wit. 

(i)  Mai.  Inquiry,  366. 

B  evidence. 
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evidence.  I  am  not,  hbwever,  inilruded  by 
thofe  believers,  who  certified,  under  their 
hands,  the  gebuinfeAefs  of  diolfc  Sttokfpeari- 
ana :  Nor,  am  I  inftruftcd  by  thofe  believers, 
who  retain  their  original  belief  to  the  prefent 
day.  Such  bcbg  the  parget  f.>I -will  proceed, 
if  this  court  will  grant  me  its  indulgent  at- 
tention, and  favour  Hit  Vith  its  accuftomed 
patience,  to  ihow  caufe  why  an  information 
fliouid  tiot  be  filed  agaihft  thbfe  bdifeVefs,  frho, 
claiming  the  light  of  £ur  difcufiion,  and  of 
free  exemption  from  the  authority  of  a  dic- 
tator, within  the  republic  of  letters,  are  am- 
bitious of  appearing  in  thife  enlightened  prc- 
ftnce,  widiout  being  deemed  "  fomc  Untu- 
**  tor'd  youths,  unikilful  in  the  world's  falie 
**  forgeries," 

— ji — 

'tat    GENERAL    ARGUMENt. 

Of  Shakspeare,  it  cannot  be  afierted,  as 
of  contjuerors,  in  every  period,  that  Jbe  left  a 
name,  at  wbicb  the  -world  grew  pale.  Sbak- 
fpeare  was  the  delight  of  his  own  time  ;  and 
became  the  admiration  of  after-ages.  Htf  was 
born  on  the  23d  of  April  1564,  a  day,  pro- 
pitious to  genius,  fortunate  for  our  iQand,  and 
7  happy 
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happy  fer  mankind.  He  was  produced  in  die 
gay  feafon  of  nature,  during  a  refplendenc 
reiga  of  genius  and  talents.  Nor,  did  Shak- 
fpeare  conteft  the  palm  of  poetry  with  "  puny 
••  powers:'*  He  rofe  to  the  highcft  emi- 
nence, after  a  ftrenuous  competition  with  ibme 
of  the  greateft  poets,  which  any  clime  had 
produced,  in  any  age.  The  nation,  at  length, 
claimed  him  as  her  own.  And,  Engliihmen, 
when  they  travelled  amoagR.  the  lettered  in* 
habitants  of  the  Continent,  valued  themfelves, 
and  were  valued  by  others,  as  the  countrymen 
of  Shakfpeare.  Whoever,  then,  offers  a  pur- 
pofed  difhonour  to  Shakfpeare,  commits  a 
national  offence.  And  he,  who  delignedly 
publilhes  fpurious  papers,  as  the  real  produc- 
tions of  Shakfpeare,  does  him  real  difho- 
nour.  I  am,  therefore,  ready  to  admit,  that 
the  partisans  of  fuch  "  folly  and  impof* 
turc,"  if  fuch  there  be,  ought  to  be  proceed- 
ed againfl,  in  this  court,  as 

M  ■— —  agwnft  feats, 

"  So  cnmeful,  and  (6  capital  in  nature. 

Yet,  he,  who  aflumes  the  cbarader  <^  a 
public  accufer,  ought  not  to  commit  crmefid 
feats  himfelf.  From  him,  fairnefs  of  pro- 
ceeding, whilft  deteiSing  foulnefs,  and  candouf 
of  reprefentation,  whilft  profecuting  impoli- 
B  2  tion. 
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tion,  were  to  be  expc(5lcd  (c).  Of  all  others, 
he  ought  not  to  accufe  thole,  whom  he  has 
himfelf  led .  to  the  tranlgreffion  :  He  ought 
not,  in  this  equitable. court, ^o  taie  advantage 
of  bis  own  wrongs  'in  moving  for  an  informa-i 
tion  againfl:  them ;  who,  in  forming  their 
judgment  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Mifcel- 
lanasus  Paperf,.  }N\yic)\  were  offered  to  their 
tranfient  infpaflion,  as  the  genuine  writings 
of  Shakfpeare,  only  drew  a  fair  deduflion 
from  the  previous  arguments  of  the  public 
^ccufer :  He  had  diligently  (hown  {d)  that, 
in  the  archives  of  Shakfpeare's  defcen- 
dants,  fome  of  his  fragments  may  yet  be 
found;  and  from  this  information,  the  be- 
lievers inferred,  that  thefe  might  probably 
be  the  expefted  fragments :  The  public  ac- 

(()  The  caiidour  of  Mr.  Malore  beganto  (lumber' in  the, 
fixth  pa^e  -of  his  Inquiry.  By  fuppreffing  '  the  qualifpng 
words  of  the  Prefacer  to  the  "  Miscellanbous  Papers," 
namely,  '*  As  far  as  he  has  been  able  (o  collet  the  fenti- 

*  ments  of  the  bgfore-memioncd  meuoftafte,  antiquaries, 
.    "  and   hei-alils,"    the  public    acculirr   has  given  that  qua? 

iified'aflertion  of  unanimity  an  untrue  dircifiionj  and  thereby 
mifreprefeiited  the  Prefacei-,  and  coiifequently  injured  the 
gienof  tade^antiquaries,  and  heralds,  who  had  inrpedled  the 
papers,  and  had  deliTcred  their  feiitiniciits,  with  a  greater,  or 
a  lefs,  degree  of  referve. 

{d)  Shake  EJiL  1790,  vol.  i.  p.  41. 

cufer 
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cufcr  had  ailtually  publiflied  the  declarathn  of 
faith  ofyobn  Shakjp^are^  which  had  been  dif- 
covcrcd  in  the  houfe  of  {e)  Shakfpcare;  and 
the  believers,,  whcrt  they  beheld  Shakjpeare's 
frofejfion  of  faiths  naturally  conclijded  that, 
in  a  religious  age,  a  pious  poet  might  hav'e 
followed  the  exainple  of  his  'fethcrs.'  Mn 
Malonc  ftJU  {f)  infifts,  that  fragments  of 
Shakfpeare  may  even  now  be  found;  bccauft 
every  circumftauce  about  thatilluftrwus-'poet 
has  been  djfcovcred,  either  by  the  eiForts  of 
diligence,  or  by  the  accidents  of  chance :  Yet, 
he  feoffs  at  thofe  "  profound  fcholars,  Anti- 
quaries, and  heralds,"  who  are  fo  credulous 
as  to  believe  upon  his  prcdiftions ;  and,  how- 
ever difappointed  by  his  deckratii^ns,  and  re* 
traftions  j 

**  Yet  hope,  would  bin  fublcribe,  and  tempt  belief.' 

The  literary  world  had  not  been  troubkd 
with  the  icoifs  of  Mr.  Malone,  had  his  can- 
dour of  inquiry,  and  powers  of  ratiocination, 
been  equal  to  his  ai^ivity  of  refearch  ;  becaufe 
he  would  have  fe^n,  that  the  fa£ts,  which  he 
had,  with  diligence,  afcertained,  led  inquiiitive 
inen  to  infer  from  them,  that  much  was  ftilj 

(r)  lb.  vol.  ii.  p.  298.  ,  ■ 

(/)  Advertifemcnt,  annexed  to  bis  Inquiry 

B3  «<> 
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to  be  fonndf  with  regard  to  Shakfpeare,  by 
fimilar  diligence,  and  Incky  accidents.  The 
a^ive  editor  had  thus  Ihewn,  that  Shalc- 
fpcare  died,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  on  the 
agd  of  April  1616  ;  leaving  his  daughter 
Suianna,  and  her  hulband,  Do<ftor  John  Hall, 
his  executors:  Now,  the  wilt  demonftrates, 
that  he  died  polTefred  of  baubles,  gewgaws, 
and  toys  to  mock  apes.  Dot^or  Hall  died, 
on  the  25th  of  November  1635;  leaving  a 
puncupative  v^ill,  whereby  he  bequeathed  hi$ 
^brary,  and  manufcripts,  to  Thomas  Nafli, 
who  bad. married  his  daughter,  Elizabeth: 
Here,  then,  is  fufGcient  proof,  thi^t  Do£tor 
Hall,  the  executor  of  Shakfpeare,  left  a  library, 
and  manufcripts,  behind  him.  Sufanna,  the< 
widow  of  Do<aor  Hall,  and  the  daughter  of 
Sh&kfpeare,  adminiftered  on  his  eftate,  and 
lived  to  the  nth  of  September  1649. 
Thomas  Nafh,  who  married  Elizabeth,  the 
daughter  of  Dodor  Hall,  died  on  the  4th  of 
April  1647,  without  ifTue,  by  the  grand- 
daughter of  Shakfpeare ;  but  appointed  her  his 
executrix,  and  refidaary  legatee.  After  marry- 
ing Sir  John  Barnard,  Elizabeth  Naihdiedat 
Abington,  about  the  1 7th  of  February  1 669-70, 
in  full  pQ^cflion  ofNewflace,  her  grandfethcr's 
dwelling  i 
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dwdUng^}  «nd  left  hpr  kinfaam,  EdWftrd 
Sagley>  ible  executor  pf  her  will.  Sir 
John,  who  ^ems  net  to  have  been  very  proud 
of  the  hcnouES  erf  hia  unfruitful  maffiage  with 
Shakfpe^re's  gr^d- daughter,  die^  in  March 
167I J  and  dying  without  a  will,  admlniftra- 
;ion  ^vas  granted  on  his  eftate  the  7th  of  No- 
vember 1674,  to  Henry  Gilbert  of  Locko, 
in  the  county  of  Derby,  who  had  married  his 
daughter  Eli:;abeth,  by  a  former  marriage. 
In  this  fafis&ftory  manner,  h^s  Mr.  Malonp  - 
traced  down,  from  the  public  jpcords,  th.e 
legal  tranfiniflion  of  the  perfonal  property  of 
Shakfpearp's  defcendants,  including  his  b(x>ks 
and  papers,  to  a  recent  period  (^).  And  ^m 
tl^  accurate  hiftory,  he  reafonably  infers, 
that  amongft  the  deicendaqts  of  fiagley,  or 
of  Barnard,  fpme  fragments  of  Shalifpeare 
may  even  yet  be  found,  if  curiofi^  would 
prompt  diligence  to  fearch  the  repofitpries  of 
concealment.  Thus  fuccefsful  was  Mr.  Ma- 
lone,  in  awakening  attention,  and  raifing 
hope.  When  the  believers  look  back  upofi 
the  paft,  and  forward  to  ttje  future,  they  nuy 

(g)  Vid.  Mai.  Shak£  1790.  vd.  I  p.  123-139,  in  tfae 
Notet  on  tbe  Life  of  Sbakrpcve^ 

B  4  obfefve. 
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obferve,    with  Shakfpeare,  on  the  icore  of 
expelled  Segments ; 

*'Tbat  are  within  the  note  of  exptOailmtt 
*•  Already  are  i'  th'  court." 
From  the   appearance   of   Mr,  Malone's 
Shakfpearc,  in,  1790, — — 

"  ——  Every  moment  was  expeSawcj  of  more  arrtv«nci'' 
In  iz&,  difcovery  fuccfceded  difcovery,  with  the 
natural  re-produdtion  of  the  fcafons.  Every 
admirer  of  Shakipeare  was  ambitious  to  pof- 
iefs  ibmc  relick.  Mr.  Malonc,  with  the  good 
-fuccefs,  which  generally  attends  bcft  endea- 
vours, obtained  documents  enough  to  fill  a 
folio.  Meantime,  a'  painting  of  Shakfpeare 
was  .foun4,/  the  very  painting,  as  it  fcems, 
that  enabled  Droefliout  to  engrave  '*  the  fi- 
"  gurc  of  Shakfpeare,"  which  was  prefixed 
to  the  folio  editions  of  his  dramas ;  and  of 
which  Ben  Jonfon  affirmed,  that, " 

"  »  the  graver  had  a  ftrife 

■  **  With  nature  to  outdo  the  life." 
■The  oaken  board,  whereon  the  gentle  Shak- 
■fpcare  is  pourtrayed;  the  infoription  of  the 
poet's  name,  by  a  contemporary  hand;  the 
correfponding  likenefs  between  the  original 
-painting  and  the  exifting  print  of  DroeOtbut ; 
the  corroborating  evidence  of  Ben  Jonfon, 

who 


:.cir.zeaoy  Google 


AkcvuiMT.]  .  /o^'  '^  B  E  L I  £  V  E  S.  S.  9 

who  had  compared  "  the  figure"  with  the 
man  ;  all  concur  to  evince  the  genuinenefs  t^ 
this  ancient  painting.  Were  we  to  confidcr 
tbe  argument^  without  indulging  prepofTeflion, 
or  referring  to  coanoiffeilrs,  the  authenticity 
ivould  be  readily  acknowledged  by  all  judges 
Kii  evidence,  except  indeed  by  thoie,  **  who  2\- 
.  *'  low  to  pqffihiUtiei  the  influence  of-fea$"  {b). 
Yet,  Mr.  Malonc  pcrrevcres,  in  gtappHng  t» 
its  heart,  with  hooks  ofjieel,  "  the  unauthenti- 
•*  cated  purchafe  of  -Mr,  Keck,  from  the 
**  drcffing-room  of  a  modern  aftrefs:"  ■  For, 
it  is  a  partof  his  philofophy  Fo  alioii  topoffi~ 
biUtits  the  mfiuence  offaSis. 

While  the  ■  admirers,  of  Shakfpcare  were 
worihiping  Z^"  God  of  their  idolatryt'm  Caftle- 
Areet,  a  new  difcovery  of  Shakspeariana, 
-was  announced,  in  Norfolk -ftreet.  Curiofitf 
was  again  roufed  j  and  once  more  gratified,  ia 
■a  greater,  or  a  lefs,  proportion  j  as  zeal  was  ia.- 
tisfied^  or  frigidity -warmed.  Whether  Idolatry, 
and  Credulity,  be  coufins  in  the  firft,  or  fecond, 
degree,  muft  be  left  to  the  decifion  of  thc^ 
critics,  '*  who  have  read  Alexander  Rofi 
*•  over."  It  is  fufficient  for  me  to  maintain, 
that  the  rational  believers  navigated  their 
northern  bark,  on  this  Argonautic  expedition, 

(i)  See  Mr.  Stccvens's  Satisfaflory  Difiertation,  in  die 
European  Mag.  Oflober   1794,  &c. 

with' 
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with  Ickntific  fkill;  .Ihanning  the  Charybdtf 
pf  credulity,  on  the  one  qqartf  r,  and  the  Spyll* 
fif  furpicioD,  on  the  other. 
.  To  the  inqui0tive  learchers  after  truth,  the 
^e4t  objofl  qF  their  voyage,  there  were  pror 
iloced  title-deeds  j  written  alTurah^ef.  and  re^ 
ceipts  i  letters  of  royal,  and  nohle,  perfonagtt  ; 
^goatvires,  and  writings,  ^  Shakfpeare  >,  ^oA, 
^vith  othcf  documents*  engravings  qf  draiQ^ 
tic  chara^erfr.  In  order  to  iatisfy  them&lvev 
«f  the  authenticity  of  tbofe  Shakfpcftri^na* 
.they  applied  to  them,  in  fomting  their  judg- 
ments, the  £ime  fules  of  evidence,  which  di- 
red  the  a&irs  of  life;  which  gpvern  in  the 
:diftribution  of  juftice ;  which  comfort  in  the 
momentous  concerns  of  religion.  In  tbeib 
interefling  obje^s,  mankind  z&.  only  on  cal- 
cnlations  of  froiainlity ;  difregarding  fo0tiii~ 
jief.  From  the  neverr^ing  recurrence  of  the 
&aibns,  men  natw^y  expcSt  the  ufual  fuccefr 
fion  of  the  fpring  to  the  winter,  pf  funsmer 
to  the  fpring,  of  autumn  to  the  fummer,  and 
of  winter  to  the  autumn,  attended  with  their 
bappy  eSeds,  in  the  accuftomed  order:  ^ence, 
mankind  reafonably  expeft,  that  the  events, 
which  ufually  happen,  will,  probably  happen 
4gain :  And,  as  recent  difcoveries  had  ihewn. 
that  fragments  of  Shakfpeare,  having  lately 
been  found,  were  likely  again  to  be  met  with» 
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in  the  coMrfe  of  refcarch  i  the  inquirers  after 
truth  logically  inferred,  that  they  had  difco- 
vercd.  in  thofc  Shakfpeariana,  th«  objects  of 
their  fearch  J  believing,  with  Beattie,  •*  that 
**  things  are,  as  our  fcnfes  rcprefent  them"  (/). 
On  thefe  principles  of  common  fenfe,  wbibh 
induce  us,  in  matters  of  evidence,  to  truill  to  our 
bearing,  feeing,  touching,  taHiing,  and  fmelt- 
iag»  men,  women,  and  children,  &&  in 
"  daily  life;"  regarding /r?Aj^//Vy  j  and  difrv- 
gafding  foffihUity^  Never  was  any  man  pre- 
vented from  buying  a  houfe  j  becaufe  it  was 
objedted,  that  it  would,  fojfibfy^  fall  j  know- 
ing from  the  view  thereof*  that  it  would,  fro^ 
haifyt  ftand,  during  the  intended  period  of  its 
^inttion.  Never  was  any  woman  flopped 
AxHn  gadding,  in  queft  of  pleafure,  by  an  ob- 
jection of  the  foffibility  of  meeting  with  mis- 
/orCpne  J  becaufe  fhe  inferred,  from  the  readjr 
calcuUtion  c^  prokahiHties,  that,  having  al- 
ways returned  iafe  from  fimilar  excuriiona, 
Cae  ihould  again  return,  without  meeting  with 
misfortune.  Never  was  any  child  hindered 
from  play*  by  warnings  of  danger  ;  becaufe 
he  knew,  from  the  probabilities  of  his  boyifh 
experience,  that  having  often  played,  without 
jumif  there  was  but  little  probability  of  harm. 

(0  EUay  on  Truth,  63. 

It 
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It  is,  then,  frmn  this  probability,  the  refuk  of 
experience,  that  mankind  calculate,  with  intui- 
tive promptitude,  the  probabilities  of  daily  lift; 
without  troubling  themfelvcs  with  the  pojjibi- 
Bties  o(  accidental  occurrences:  And,  there- 
fore, the  fearchers  after  truth  calculated  the 
probabilities  of  truth,  or  of  falfehood,  in  favour 
of  liie  Shakfpeariana ;  knowing,  that  the  poffi- 
bility  of  fraud  was  a  weak  obje<ft»on,  which 
proceeded  either  from  prepoffeifion,  or  iri- 
di&rencc,  the  great  obftru<^ers  of  free  in-, 
quiry. 

■  On  thofe  principles,  our  coorts  of  juftice 
adroinifter  right  to  contending  parties.  Th« 
judges,  knowing,  that  controverfies  could  ne- 
ver be  determined,  if  pojibiiity  of  error  were 
sdmitted  as  an  obje^iion  to  the  progrefs  of 
jtiftice,  diftribute  law,  and  equity,  from  the 
ProbabUities  of  truth ;  and,  when  they  have 
obliged  the  complainants  to  produce  the  bcft 
.evidence,  \diich  the  nature  of  the  cafe  wiM 
admit,  and  which  is  in  the  power  of  the  party 
to  give,,  proceed  to  a  decifion,  on  a  probable 
prcfumption  of  right ;  being  warned  by  ex- 
perience, that  demonftration  feldotn  attends 
the  adminiflration  of  judice,  whatever  anyone 
jnay  fee,  with  jaundiced  eye,  or  apprehend^ 
from  perverted  undcrftanding.  This  was  the 
opinion 
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opinion  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Gilbert, 
the  great  mailer  of  the  law  of  evidence; 
ithough  the  public  accufer  has  mifreprefented 
his  fentiments,  by  fqpprcffing  his  context. 
With  the  leave  of  this  court,  I  will  tranfcribc 
into  the  note  the  whole  {k)  paflage  j  in  order  ta 
'  '         ■  da 

(_i)  The  following  paflage  Is  tianfcribed  from  the  fourth 
Edioqii  of  The  Law  t/Evidenct^  corroflcd,  p.  i.— 5. 

«  The  firft  thing,"  (ays  die  Chief  Baron  Gilbert,  «  b> 

*  be  treated  of,  is  the  evidence,  that  ought  to  be  oHered  to 
*•  the  jury,  and  by  what  rules  of  Probability  it  ought 
^  tobe  weighed,'and  cDhfidered-~-In'th6'flrft  place,  it  has 
**  been  considered  b;r  a  very  learned-  man  (Mr.  LockeJ 

*  Aat  dierc  are  fcveral  degrees,'  from  perfeft  ccrtrinty  anl 
**  demonftration,  i^uite  down  to  Impt-bDabilhy,  and  unlike-' 
*'  lineli,  evpn  to  the  confines  ef  impoflibility;  and  there' 
**  ar^  fei^cral  a&  of  the  mind  proportioned  to  theA  de-' 
*•  grees  of  evidence, '^ich  may  be  called    the  degrees' 

*  of  aflenr,  froifi'  full,  alTurance,  and' confidence,  quite' 
*^  down  to  conjeflfurf,'  doubt,  diftruft,  and  dilbelirf.— * 
**  Now,  what  is  to  be  done,  in  all  trials  of-right,  is 
"  to*  range  all  matters  in  the  fcal*  oF-ProbabilityJ  (b 
**  as  to  lay'  moft  weight,  where  the  caufe  ought  to  pre- 
••  pdnderate;  and  thereby,  to  make  the  moft  exad  dif- 
**  cernmehl^  that  can  be,  in  relation  to  the  right-^ 
**  Nov,  to  come  to  the  true  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
**  Probabieitv,  if  is  neceflary  to  look  a  little  higher, 
**  and  to  fee.  whdt  certainty  is,  and  Whence  it  arileS, 

"  —All  certainty  is  a  clear  and  diilind  perception,  and'  . 

"  all  clear  and  diftin^  perceptions  depend  upon  a  man's 

**  own  proper  fenfes :  For,  this,  in  the  firft  place  is  cer- 

**  tain,  and  that,  which  we  cannot  doubt  of,  if  we  would, 

"  that' 
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do  juftice  to  that  learned  judge  i  to  confute 
.  his  opponent ;    and  to  fupport   the   truth. 

Thus 

(*  that  one  perception,  or  idea,  is  not  another;  that  one  man 
«  is  not  another :  an<J,  when  perceptions  ate  dlus  diftin- 

*  guifhed  oil  die  flHl  view,  it  is  cillMl  fdf  evtdttiCe,  or 

*  intuitive  knowledge. — There  are  fome  other  things, 
*(  whoTc  agreemni^  or  difference,  is  not  known  on  tite 
*^'  View ;  and  then  we  compare  thaa  hj  the  means  of  Ame 
«*  third  matter,  by  nhidi  i*e  come  to  meiTilre  their  agreo 
*^  meaty  diliigreemanti  or  relation. — As  if  ths  queftion  be, 
**  wbedier  certain  land  be  the  land  of  J.  S.  or  J.  N.  and 
*>  a  record  be  produced,  iriicrcby  the  land  appears  to  b^ 
**  transferred  from  J.  S.  to  J.  N :  Now,  when  we  fliev^ 

*  any  fuch  diird  perception,  and  that  doth  aecef£u% 
■*  infer  die  relation  (n  qucftion,  this  is  called  knovdedge  by 
**  demonliration.  The  way  of  knowledge  by  nece/lkry  in- 
<*  fisreDce  is  certainly  At  hi^eft  and  cjeareft  knowledge, 
**  that  mankind  is  capable  of  in  his  way  of  reaJbiung  i  and 
**  therefore^  always  to  be  fought,  when  it  may  be  had.— 
**  DcmooftrBtion  is  generally  convarfiuit  about  permanent 
*  things,  wbidi  being  oonftantly  obriout  to  oUf  fenfe),  do 
**  af&cd  t*  them  a  very  dear,  and  diftinft  comparifon : 
**  But,  tranfient  things,  that  cannot  always  occur  to  our 
**  fenlcs,  are  generally  more  obfcurc }  becaulc  they  have  no 
<*  coaftant  being,  but  mud  be  retrieved  by  memory,  and 
H  recoUcdion. — ^Now,  raoft  of  the  burineft  of  civil  life 
**  fubfifls  on  the  sAions  of  men,  that  are  tianfient  things ; 
<*  and  therefore  oftentimes  are  not  capable  of  ftri£t  demon* 
**  flration,  which,  as  I  &id,  is  founded  on  At  view  of  our 

.  *  fenfes  i  and  therefore,  the  rights  i^nun  muft  bi  dtltrmintd 
**  by  Probability. — Now,  as  all  demooftration  is  founded 
**  on  the  view  of  a  man's  own  proper  (enlet,  by  a  gradation 
**  of  dear  and  diftin£t  pcFccpdons ;  lb  all  Probability 
*'■  is  founded  upon  obfcure  and  indiflind  views,  or  upon 
**  report 
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Tb«8  <\tsttt  and  fatie^Aoty  is  the  Lord  Chief 
Bal-<H&  Gtibert.  when  his  opioion  is  quoted* 
as  it  ought  to  be,  with  the  context,  which 
exhibits  to  the  eye,  and  imprefles  on  the  un- 
dei'ftftiiduig,  a  Very  different  train  of  reafm- 

ing 

«  report  from  die  fight  of  oAers.'— Now,  Ais,  in  the  firfl: 
M  place  is  very  plain,  diat  \^en  we  cannot  hear,  or  fee,  saj 
o  tiuOg  ourf^ves,  ahd  yet  are  obliged  to  make  2  jui^;nienc 

*  <^  it^  tte  om(1  fee  and  hear  by  report  from  odiers ;  wbidt 
**  a  one  flep  Autber  from  demeitftration,  which  is  foonded 
"  i^iHi  Ae  Tiew  of  our  fenfcs  ;  and  yet,  there  is  that  hi^ 
*•  aod  credit  to  be  given  to  the  hondly  and  integrity  of 
"  ciediUe  and  dirtnterefled  witncfles,  attdling  ahy  Eid 
**  nnderllie  fcJemnkies  and  oMigationi  of  religion,  and  the 
«  iaagas  and  pcnidtin  of  petjury,  that  the  mind  equxUy 
"  tcquidces  therein,  as  on  a  knowledge  by  demonflration  : 
**  Foi^  it  cannot  have  any  more  redfon  to  be  doubted  than  if 
*' we  ouileire*  bad  heard  and  feenk:  And  thisistheort^nal 
"  of  tfiak,  «nd  ali  manner  of  evidence. — The  firftj 
**  dRABTuie,  and  moft  tignal  nilet  in  rdation  to  evidence^. 
**  it  this,  diat  a  man  mufl  have  the  unnoft  evidence,  the 
"  nature  of  die  &d  is  capable  of:  For,  the  defign  of  the 

*  law  is  to  come  to  rigid  demonftration  in  matters  of  rights 

*  and  there  can  be  no  demonllratk>n  of  a  &£t,  without  the 
**  beft  evidistce,  that  die  nature  of  the  thing  is  capable  of: 
**  Lc6  evidence  doth  but  create  opinion  and  furmifci  and 
*^  does  not  leave  a  man  the  entire  latisfaiSion,  that  arifn 
"  from  demonfhation  :  For,  if  it  be  plainly  feen  in  the  na- 
**  tare  erf  a  tranfaiSioci,  that  there  is  fome  more  evidetwe, 
*•  that  dodi  not  appear,  the  very  not  producing  it  is  a  pre- 
**  fumpdon  diat  it  would  have  dAe5ted  fomething  mor« 
«  than  appears  already ;  and  therefore  the  mind  don  not 
**■  acquiefce  in  any  thing  lower  than  the  utmoft  evidence^ 
■*  that  the  &A  is  capable  t^'." 
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ing  from  the  wild  pofition  of  Mr.  Malsoe, 
which  evaporates,  when  truth  appears  .-with 
"  the  fscred  radiance  of  the  fun." 

Mifapprehending  thus,  the  chief  Bareil'*. 
real  femiments,  the  public  accufer  would  in-, 
culcatc,  that,  when  any  new-found  writings 
of  a  dead  poet  arc  offered  to  our  view,  no- 
thing (hdrt  of  rigid  demonjlratim  ought  td' 
Citisfy  us  of  their  real  authenticity.  But,  he 
difcovcrs  little  philofophy,  and  lefs  candour, 
when  he  catches  at  an  exaggerated  expreflion 
of  the  learned  judge,  which  cannot  be  de-^ 
fended  in  its  whole  extent.  Every  one,  who, 
has  attended  to  the  worltings  of  his  own 
mind,  or  liftened  to  the  voice  of  daily  expe-- 
ricncc,  iDuft  clearly  perceive,  that  rigid  de-' 
monftration  can  only  be  found  in  the  higher 
feienccs.  .The  learned  judge  meant  nothing, 
more  by  his  ftrong  expreffion,  as  the  context' 
(hows,  than  the  higheft  evidence;  which  the' 
nature  of  different  cafes  can  fairly  afford.. 
The  evidence  of  the  fenfes,  fubjeft  as  they, 
are  to  error,  from  natural  imperfeftions,  do 
not  farnifh  dtmonftrations  of  a  faft  (/)  :  The 

(/)  We  ill  remember  the  occurrence  of  « late  feijeant  u 
law  who,  though  he  ceminlj'  knsw  the  rules  of  evidence, 
was  yet  idly  miltaten  in  fuppofuig.  that  the  fenfes  furnilh 
i^„Jlr<aim,  with  regard  to  the  identity  of  a  robber. 

(vidmct 
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evMence  ofjbefenfis  only  fupplics  the  under- 
ftanding  with  proofs  of  high  probability  }  with 
fuch  certainty,  as  produces  conviftion  (m)< 
AnAf  the  courts  of  law  feldom  attain  to  a  more 
pcrfedl  degree  of  proof,  by  which  right  is  efti- 
mated,  and  juftice  adminiftered.  Such  was 
the  opinion  of  the  h<xA  Chief  Baron  Gilbert, 
when  he  ftated  "  What  is  to  be  done,  in  trials 
"  of  right,  which  is  to  range  matters  in  the  fcale 
"  aiprobabiUtyi  fo  as  to  Jay  moft  weight,  where 
•*  the  caufe  ought  to  preponderate  (»)i"  And, 
in  this  manner,  we  ice  this  great  judge,  and  the 
public  accufer,  ftand  oppofed  to  each  other, 
in  their  opinions  t^  evidence  j  while  the  be- 
lievers afted,  according  to  the  judgment  of 
the  chief  baron,  in  weighing  the  Shakfpearian^ 
in  the  fcale  of  probability. 

It  ifi,  hovrpver,  true,  as  Gilbert  taughe, 
as  31acki1;Dne  repeated,  and  as  the  public  ac- 
cufer  re-echoes,  that,  in  all  law  proceedings, 
the  beft  cvidenpc,  which  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  admits }  and  which  is  in  the  power  of 
the  party  to  give;  ought  to  be  produced, 
when  it  is  required.  Novr,  in  oqr  cafe,  fucli 
evidence  was  offered  to  the  examinatioQ  of 

(w)  See  Bcattie't  £%  on  Truth,  63-69. 
{»}  Law  of  Evidence,  p.  a.  * 

e  th» 
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tbc  i«afes  s  Originals  vere  produced,  not 
f^iifij^^cient  docomentSf  purpoituig  to  be 
genuine  papers  J  parchn>ent  deeds,  with  their 
^ccujtpjnqd  feals,  which,  when  they  have  de- 
fied time  for  Jbrty  years,  are  allowed  to  prove 
thepiielv!(s,in  courts  of  Uwj  to  be  Cuch  proofs* 
qs  require  no  additicmal  proc^  to  autbeoticatc 
than  («).  Legal*  or  admifiible  evidence,  tl^t 
is,  fuch  proofs,  as  would  be  admitted  in  foren*' 
fie  proceedings,  were  exhibited  to  the  ienies, 
with  a  ^r  appeal  to  the  convidionof  the  be- 
holders.  Had  there beenaniffue  joined,inWeft- 
punAer  Hall,  on  the  iignatures  of  Shaklpeare, 
and  Hemii^es,  conipariTos  of  hands  would 
}iave  been  admined  ts  adequate  proof,  in  a  chil 
fajtt  of  the  authenticity  of  their  writing ;  For» 
idejicertumy  quodcertum  reidipotefii  and  from 
.enecert^ty,  another  may  be  f/)  deduced;  the 

•     («)  Law -of  Evince,  p.  9^ 

{p)  I  was  prefent,  when  the  genuine  deed  of  John  Ho- 
luinges,  friiich  is  ^nced  by  Mr.  Mabne  in  The  Inquiry^ 
^  409,  mtt  produced  in  evidence  \.  when  there  wis  ^n- 
duced,  at  the  fame  time,.  *■■  black-letter  pampUet,  havii^ 
the  name  "  John  Heminges"  written  at  the  top  of  die- 
title  page,  ilb  like,  as  to  l>e  a  perfefl  fac  fttmU\  and,  at 
the  bonom  <^  the  lame  page,  wai  wnKen  the  name 
<'  W-.  Slukfpeaw" :  On  the  back  «f  the  tldt-^age  was 
written:  "  Tbw  was  die  book  1^  John  tleiai«gesi  which  he 
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fficJm'Uf  induce  a  prefupaptwn.  that  |hf  pn* 
(jpLtbted  figyiaturc,  and  tl»e  fujtpoff^  J3gn4tvrt, 
were  written  by  the  ftm*  haji4  >  and  cwiy 
prefiunption  is  cvidpncc  till  the  .CQOtrary  is 
loade  apparent :  N^w.  evoy  prc^i^^^n^  that 
runaios  uocpnteilo],  hath  the  £9rc(t  of  pvi^ 
deuce,  laithLoj-d  Chief  34rpn  (;)QAlher(}  a« 
light  proof,  on  ono  £dc,  ifill  omtwcif^  de» 
£c€^yc  pnx>f«  on  the  other  fide*  Of  the 
iaine  opioion  was  Wllkins,  whcfi  hif  ^aionf4 
ia  the  following  maflncr :    "  Thipgs  pf  fevf- 

**  guft  unto  me— W".  BiBk^warc."  Now,  i»i  tb«t 
been  OH  ijfHt^,  on  an  adiao  at  law,  whether  t(ipre  were  dje 
fignature*  of  Heminges^  and  of  Shakfpeare,  the  genuine  deed 
of  Hemitiges  would  liav«  been  gfve;)  in  evidefwe,  as  thk 
^rtaitOj^  fi-oqa  whidi  the  Mlfn-ltnTtly  WBul4  have  W«Q  iQr 
iet^ :  Here  is  Jegal,  or  admlffihle  proof;  and  the  jivy. 
^o  bafi  bpen  fworn  to  try  that  iSitp,  aettr^nf  U  thtfVf 
Jenet  givttt  tbtm,  muft  have  delivered  their  verdift  for  the 
genuinenefi  of  the  fignaturet  of  Hemioges,  aad  ShalclJMtrt, 
DO  ibx  bbck-ltttpr  pmnphlet  bpfoc*  nwufiooed.  'Thi^  ex*< 
ample  prpves  bow  difficult  it  a  to  dete£l  (ome  forgvi«s  \)f 
fiiir  difcuflioij.  Firft;  I  believe,  that  theilecd  of  HeiQijigcs 
is  genuine:  Secondly;  I  bdievc,  that  the  fignature  of 
HemingeG,  on  the  black-letter  pon^blet,  was  copiad  l^ 
thcfCDcfa  forger  from  the  real  fignature,  on  the  deed]  9H^ 
that  the  fignature  of  Shaklpeaff  was  ci^ied  by  the  (am;  pen^ 
from  hns^y,  in  Jbme  meafure :  Yet  \  am  I  (^o^Mpion,  Aat 
ifcefe  forgeries  cannot Jie  detefled  byftir  diloifion,  ' 

(f )  Law  of  Evidence,  p.  53-4. 
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**  ral  kinds  may  admit,  and  require,  feveral 
••  fortsr  of  proofs,'  all  which  may  be  good  in 
*•  their  kinds:  And,  therefore,  nothing  can 
**  be  more  irrational,  than  &r  a  man  to 
••  doubt  o^  or  deny,  the  truth  of  any  thing; 
"  boca'ufe  it  cannot  be  made  out' by  fuch 
'**  kind  of  proofs,  of  which  the  nature  ^fuch 
*•  a  thing  is  not  c^uble." 

Thefc  reafonings  apply  ftill  more  forcibly 
to  religion,  than  to  law.*  The  leading  arti- 
cles of  fxu  i^th  do  not  admit  of  rigid  demon- 
flxation.  Rational  probability  is,  in  thefe, 
the  ftrongefl:  proof,  which  can  be  given  to  in- 
duce beUef;  to  animate  our  hopes;  or  to 
cxciie  our  fears;  without  deluding  cHir  un- 
derstandings with  the  faggefti<ms  of  pq^Uity^ 
or  -entangling  our  convIAion  with  the  (b- 
|ihUjns  of  infidelity.  "  A  bare  poffibility," 
.^ch  Tillotfon,  "  that  a  thing  may  be,  or 
•*  iwt  be,  is  no  joft  caofe  of  doubt,  whether 
•*  a  thing  be,  or  not." 

Yc^  Mr.  Malone  rcalbns  very  dtfi*erent]y. 
He  avowshim&lf  to  be  a  fturdy  Cartefian,  in 
Ins  pbilofo[^ical  inquiries.  Like  a  true  dif- 
ciple,  he  begins  with  doubting :  He  doubts 
every  thing,  of  which  it  is  poflible  to  doubt, 
«id  perfuades  himfcif,  that  every  thing  is 
£Uie,  whkh  can  poifibly  be  conceived  to  be 
doubtAiI. 
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]]f.iwiU  ttot:^{/)t  a^i^w,^:*'  .^aX^^ttfth  smxifsa^ 
".inaQufcnpt^.can  be  entitled  ctcoi  to  an^<^^ 

<^  their  difcpvery..  Acccndifig^.to^llis  plulp^lj)^ 
^j^,  he  wiU  iwt:«raqEugC;.aniy^N«!Jf  «bf  ^valfffq^ 
of  matter,  till  he  j^  learned,  ^pm^thori^ 
how  it  .wa«  jvoduced.  <  He-^iA^nottraa^l^ 
himfelf  about .  ''t^  great. globe  U&If>.  ye^ 
**  and  all  whicb^it  ioberit,'*  nnle&he  -^  .jo*, 
formed,  whqa,  v^re,  and  by  vfban^,  tbe^, 
were  created.  It  is  not*  thea,  furprififig^ 
ttiat.he.fvill  not  look  upon  a  manuscript  ti^ 
he  has  been  told>  by  what  hand  it;Was  wnttcBj 
and  on  what  Ojcca^oo ;  by  what  good  ibitooff 
it  wa$  pre&rved,  aqd  by  what  lucky  acddcnf 
It,  was  found.  If  Bodley,  and  p^ton»  Har<> 
ley,  and  Sloabe,  had  been  diiedled  by  ,  hu| 
maxims,  bow  many  manuscripts'  woold  -hant 
bem  kept  from  -.  our  fight ;  and  how  much 
knowledge  would  have  been  lofl  to  Ac  wodd* 
The  truth  is,  which  is  .ever  vthe  bcA  excoCb, 
as  a  Cartefian,.  he  doubts  of-  every  thia^j^ 
except,  that  he  tbmhi  that  he.  argues  mor^ 
rationally — than  Tiilotfon,  and  Wilkins.  ,^j 
"Irhe  public  .accu&r  carries,  Jiis  Cartefiai^ 

(r)  See 3631116011  Truth,2i&.'.      {/)  Iiiqui(7,i5. 
.     , ,       '  C  3  principles 
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pfiHlSpfefirf(»fiie  lifall  pnaidb  of  tb<  CAnrta- 
df-tiiw.-  -Wirt  fee  j>lac«d  m  (he  cMr-rf  the 
Cilief  Bi/our  hi  w«ttld  ti6t  tiimit,  U  Mi- 
dlAfte  ift  iUtiir,  ibl  Uctent  doxl,  though  if  kd: 
cMNlJMd  «s  cSmtm^,  »itbai«  wiloeffis  » 
frOyt  iU  etiaieali,  aid  ifl  kiitariui  to  reluti 
dtj  (>fogfefl  «i!  ifc)  tnnrmiffio*.  He  wooM' 
1^  llldnr,  lir  itNil  I^itsi  eompifUbii  6f  hands, 
a^  idiHtffible  evidiinee.  And,  in  crimimi 
cSksi  he  Wotfldi  m  imim,-  preftime  fntod,  as 
*  genahil  ptindplt,  iai  infer  ^ilt,  from  the 
fitIV  ijifieiiaiiee  Af  (he  ptny.  The  tianfition 
jii  iiideej,  til^ai,  bam  being;  the  dirciple  of 
0ea  Cattts,  to  b««)iit)e  a  believer  with  Betlte- 
fty!  F(if,  the  change  of  fceptidfm  is  eafy : 
ttotti  daubting  all  things,  it  wu  to  be  expcft' 
td,  that  Mr;  MaWfte  would  deny  the  ntifteice 
U  matter :  HeMc*  it  is,  by  a  «iHfccutive  tran- 
Btion,  that'  he  difiegards  the  parchment,  die 
tags,  and  the  feals,  of  deeds,  as  non-eziftent 
UiStter.-dbugh  it  is  from  thefc  adjunfts,  that 
cAer  Jlidgtt  diilingQifli,  4s  with  a  touch-itene, 
the  feveta]  dbciilnettts  of  biillnefs,  and  ctefs  into 
their  ufeftl  varieties  the  tummin  iffuratica  of 
Jaifyiyi.  The  final  confeqircnees  of  fcepti'- 
t:lfhi,as  Seattle  has  Ihown,  are,  to  puzzle  the 
underilanding,  and  to  harden  the  heart.  It  is 
frbin  this  fourte  of  error,  that  the  public  acCdfer 
5  confounds 
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conibaads  the  eitterml,  with  the  intfrnt^y  9vii 
dencc ;  coofidefkig  tfac^.ptE^cbmeD^  and  thn 
feals,  a&  internal  evidence*  in  as  high  a  d<^cc 
at  «fae  %le»  and  the  (/)  ieatiment ;.  4nd  con- 
fonoding-,  with  an  uopropittons  temper^  tbo 
matter,  and  thej^anlr :  Neither  .the  labob,  Jior 
the  feds,  the  £uied  ink,  nor  the  diicolotirod 
paper,  are  external  evidence,  according  to  his 
juridical  code  {u).  Being  thua  entangled*  by 
his  fcepticifm*  in  a  maze  of  error,  he  infer) 
himielf,  and  would  perfuade  the  mder  to  in*. 
Set,  that  the  &inding  is  of  the  effence  oi  a 
book:  And* 

*^  Puzzled  in  mazes,  and  perfJex'd  wiA  «tror," 

the  public  accufer  confounds  the  labours  of 
the  paper-maker*  and  printer*  of  the  book* 
binder*  and  einbclliilier,  with  the  poetic  fie* 
tion*  the  appro|Hiate  feotiment,  and  the  eoer* 
gedc  %le  of  Shakfpeare*  in  the  motl  ,elabo> 
cate  of  his  dramas,  fiut*  fair  inquirers*  be* 
holding  fcepticifm,  as  the  coufit.  asd  perplentty^ 
as  the  eanfiiquence,  taicf  well  cty  out  with 
Young  » 

"  Trtith  Jlrikes  c>ch  pdint  with  native  foace  of  miikl* 
"  While  puzzl'd  learning  blunders  far  behind." 

The  other  concomitant   of  fcepticifm   iff 
hardncfs  of  heart.    The  ncceflary  confcqucnce 

(0  Inquiry,  ij.  («)  Id.      '  '  , 

C  4  of 
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of  tliis  evil  quality  is,  to  repre&  curiofity, 
which  is  natural  CO'  nnttkind ;  iad  which;  is 
the  fpring'  of  fome  prefit  to-  »•  few,  i  aod  the 
fourco  of  much'pleafuns  to  alii.  -  We  caremw 
trace  the  cbufe  to- .its  true  origin,  why  Mr. 
Maloofti  Who-had  taken  ib  mtny  weaty  fleps,. 
in  fearch  «^  Shakfpeariana,  and  had  raifed,  hj 
his  labours,  the  expedhition  of  otherGj.mgdc 
Dot  one  etFort  to  fee  the  Mifctllanems  Papers , 
in  Norfolk -flreet.  He  remained  in  Queen 
Ann  -  ftreet  -  Eaft,  fettered  with  doSrimt 
**  Which,  unto  fools,  faith  the  preacher,  is  as 
**  fetters  on  the  feet."  He  was  thus  content 
to  (jf)  learn,  with  furprife,  indeed,  "  fr(Hn  the 
"  information  of  various  intelligent  perfons 
"  who  had  viewed  and  examined  the  fuppofed 
*'  originals,  that  every  date  affixed  to  the&  pa* 
**  perS)  end  almoft  every -^id  mentioned  in 
**  them,  were  alike  inconliftcnt  with  the  hif- 
"  tory  o(  the  time  and  with  all  the  ancient 
**  documents  of  which  I  was  po^fled  {y)" 
In  this  re|»refentationi  an  accurate  eye  may 
perceive,  what  Dryden  calls  "  a  fophiiticated 
•*  truth  widi  an  allay  of  lye  in  it.  With  this 
Jopbtfiicated  irutby   however,  was  the  public 

(x)  Inquiry,  4. 

(7)  I  have  pointed  this  paltage,  as  it  is  pointed  by  the  great 
critic  taimfelf)  And,  indeed,  as  all  quotations  ought  to  be. 
accufer 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


Aa«vw«ttT,}  :    ftr  /«»  B  B;L  I  E  V  B  R  S.  A{ 

accoier  content*  .thou^hdi^:  not  conteDtto 
keep  It  to  himfelf.i:  He  corw6«  wUdly,> ^ijtto^ 
Uus  enli^tcned  ^urt,.t.«o  imdiittain,  t^,  ^ 
coiKl-haftd.-evidfnQe:is,«8|(^!Qod>as  -thp  be^ 
and  thfU  th^ft9ne»(«fy^l^i^4^://-u^.arM% 
onich  to  be  .twtiiie^ed  as  tiii^.jf^for^tioiifo^ 
tbe.'f^^fi.^  ^-H/e  j(e^jy(^r$£laws  the^^ctl^ 
adag0,  -^t;/«M|j;itfi^^flm>--;.^Vo4« :  l>«,if«!n 
tHttpt  ibofl^  at  ;  tboTe  i£c,bo)ars,  ,a^t^uftlriefh 
andJiefal4s,d*!feO;:fj}c-meji;thsyrr,W^c6:a?  eyfigf 
InvefligatioD  ought  to  bc^r^h^r.  &om.  the 
cftidence  of, the  fenfe^  tji^ji.  the.gk^  of  io- 
phiftry.  Flrotn  this  view  o^-  his  theory,  and 
his  pradice,  'this,  critical  court  may  fitly  apply 
to  the  pubtic  accufer;  who  ^vows  iuch  doc- 
trines, and  maintains  ^fuch  portions,  -  what 
Shaldpeare  laid  upon  another  occafion  ; 

"  Cry  <ke  man  mercy,  love  him,  take  his  offer; 
*•  Foul  is  the  moft  foul  j  hting  found  ta  he  afceffir." 

If  there  be  perfpicuity  in  method,  I  would 
illuftrate  the  darker  parts  of  this  interelling 
difquifition,  by  dividing  the  ftory  of  the  Shak- 
ipeaiiana  into  three  periods:  The  ift.  From 
the  difcovery,  in  February,  to  the  publicar 
Hon  of  the  papers,  on  the  Zfth  of  December 
1795  ;  the  ad,  from  that  epoch  to  the  pro- 
du&ion  of  Mr.  Malone's  Inquiryt  two  days 
before  the  condemnation  of  Vortigern  -,  and 
the  3d,  from  that  period  to  the  prelent. 

I  ft.  During 
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<  I'ft.  Dari^lhtf  firil  fwriod,  it  will  be ibinid, 
AttV  the  adyantagtt  of  irgumenrky  vt^idlly  oa 
dl«  fid^  of  tbe  bdievers.  They  carried  wiA 
ffaem  the  pr^tt^lity,  w^ch  Mr.  MoI^hm's 
prer«Mf»  inVeftigiuionfi  h^  'eftablidied,-  for 
cirDviag  the  ^luftence  <^  -ftch  docu^entB. 
Thei«  wet»  oillfeMd  to  cheii'  inrpedtlott.  ai$ 
cdttfirmatioiw  of  t&at  probability^  dn^ieat  den)*, 
v^Hih  Wbald  bfr-admitt^  in  our  courts  of 
jiifficc,  aa  iffoofs,  that  viitdtcafee  iheir  own 
suthetitici^ti  Written  documents  vrere  ihown, 
vhicb,  by ,  comparilbn  of  hands*  -might  be 
converted  into  legal  evidence.  The  variety, 
snd  number,  of  the  paperj,  give  additional 
authority  to  the  general  preramption,  by  Icf- 
ftning  the  poffibility  of  fraud.  And.  coUater^ 
circumflances,  or  extrinfic  evidence,  were 
found,  to  add  ftrong  conBrmations  to  the  pre- 
vious probability  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  frag- 
ments. Now,  the  Chief  Baron  Gilbert  will 
teach  the  public  accufer,  that  fomc  proof  is 
more  fatisfa^ry  than  none ;  that  a  weak 
prefumption  muft  be  allowed  a  juft  portion 
of  evidence,  till  it  is  overpowered  by  a  ftronger 
iprefumption,  which  induces  a  new  belief; 
diat  objedions  of  pojtbility  ought  not  to  be 
admittnl,  in  argument,  againft  the  convic- 
tions of  pmbabt^ty;  and  that  fufpicions  of 
fraud 
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freiU  GlnftOt  be  avowed,  to  weigh  down  pre- 
iimpdons  di  JmrHefi,.  On  the  other  hand» 
what  had  Mr.  Malone,  during  the  firil  period. 
to  c^»pofe  to  &efe  reftfonings^  and  to  thofe  6as  ? 
He  bid  an  indi£fer«ice,  which  ftifled  his  cu-- 
riofity.  He  waft  indi6ferent  about  the  %ak* 
i^eftrit^fiK  in  Norfolk-ftreet  j  becaufe  he  had 
heen  taW,  by  travenera.  tales  "  of  antres  raft; 
*«'ft^  d«&rts  idle :"  He  made  Uttle  effort  to 
fee  them  %  fe^in^  left  his  infpedioa  Ihould  aa-> 
thehtkate  tiKthj  l^ft  hia  examination  ihould 
ckar  the  d&rk,  and  confirm  the  doubtful :  So, 
he  rei<:JVed  **  to  be  n  i:andle-holder,  and  look 
**  (Si  j"  thitatening,  however,  to  accule,  and 
preparing,  diligently,  to  crofs-exatnine,  when 
pabfication  Ihould  ftiiliifli  matter,  and  give 
him  a  pretence.  He  was  urged,  meanwhile^ 
1^  his  fccpticifm  to  contradid  the  probabi- 
hty,  which  he  had  taught  the  inquifitive 
World  to  entertain,  in  &vour  of  the  difcovciy 
di  the  ^gments  of  Shakfpeare,  either  A-om 
Bagley,  or  from  Barnard.  In  this  temper,  wal 
he  cjUried  forward  by  ins  theory  to  contend, 
during  the  firft  period,  againft  Hooker,  that 
tm  truth  can  cmtradiB  any  truth. 

2.  Thus  decifive  was  the  genera/  argument, 
in  £tvour  ofthe  Be/uvert,  during  the  whole  of 

the 
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the  firft  period.  We  aye  now  ab^c  to  eitfpr 
en  the  &cond  of  the  prppg^  ,p^iods,.at,t^. 
epoch  of  the  expefted  publiestion.  'The-dMjr 
caineat.Iaft,  y^hich  relieved  the  pybU^acci^r 
fitunhU  embarrafsments  whew  the, MJSCJ:**- 
LANEoufr  Papers  were  fcnt  into. the  toid 
worlds  from  Norfolk-ftFpct..  ,  C<Mitra4i^»jy 
tales  were  now  neither  h^^4»  nor  toM*  Vlf-. 
«  ftrenuous  partizans,"  on  .either  fide,  TJie 
cavils:  of  paffihiluyt  which  Tillotfon  had  ex- 
ploded, as  inadmilSible,  fn  argumeata  vanifbc^ 
-mto  air  J  into  tbin  air.  And,  the  vancu&o^- 
jeaions,  which,  during  the  ficA  period*  had 
excited  contempt  by  their  foUy,  or.laagbter 
'  by  their  levity,  were  difmifled,  dorii^  the  fc- 
cratd  period,  to  ierve  a  fimilar  turn,  on  itxue 
lefe  lucky  day  t      . 

u  Soon  to  that  mals  of  nonlcnfe  to  return; 

«-  Where  things  deflroy'd  are  fwept  to  things  luiborn." 

Xhc  publication  of  the  M^ceUaneous  Papers 
was  extremely  favourable  both  to  the  believers, 
and  to  the  unbelievers.  The  believere  were  noifr 
furnifhed.with  the  means,  which  they  wanted 
before,  of  carrying  their  general  reafiuings  ipt^ 
minute  iufpeaioh :  And,  many  were  ccmvincec^ 
by  that  infpeflion,  and  believed  no  more.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  impugners  of  tbofe  paperx, 
vho  would  not  infpeft  the  originals,  had  now 
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an  opportunity  to  examine  the  copies,  which 
only  fapplied  a.  fccond-rate  evidence.  Objec- 
tions of  a  new  form,  and  of  a  very  different 
import,  vrerc  at  length  framed,  by  very  dif- 
ferent minds,  and  urged,  with  very  different 
aims.  The  minor  critics  fucceffively  appeared 
with  their  Letters,  their  Free  RefieBions,  and 
their  Famiiior  Verfes.  But,  the  world  waited 
with  anxious  fufpenfe,  for  the  appearance  of 
the  public  accufer  himfelf,  who,  for  many  a 
month,  with  threatening  tone,  had  avowed 
hb  purpofe,  to  deleft  what  he  would  not 
condcfcend  to  infpeft  :— 

*•  —  AH  eyes  difed  dieir  rays 
**  On  him*  and  crowds  turn  cratctMnbs,  as  they  gaze." 

He  now  (2)  undertook,  without  examining 
the  cM'iginals,  "to  prove,  from  i.  the  ortho- 
•*  graphy,  2.  the  pbrafeology,  3.  the  dates 
"'given  or  deducible  by  inference,  and  4. 
**  the  diiHmilitude  of  the  hand-writing,  that 
**  not  a  iinglc  pper  or  deed  in  this  extraordi- 
**  nary  volume  was  written  or  executed  by 
"  theperfoo  to  wlwm  it  ie  afcribed(^)."  Yet, 
none  of  thefe  propoiitions  conid,  in  any  degree, 

(z)  isquiry,  pu  22-3. 

(a)  I  quote  tbn  psJIag;e,pointedasiti3,defignedly,bytbit 
XFoScxs  of  ciiticilm,  in  order  to  fhow  his  accurate  knowledge 
of  that  uCM  bfiuich  of  critical  fcience. 

have 
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bare  been  eftabHihcd  by  bim,  who  was  con- 
Kot  with  {econdary  evidence^  after  calJiog&i; 
rigid  demoniitration,  if  thofe  papers  had  not 
been  publi&edj  fince,  i^thout  iofpedion, 
there  oould  be  no  examVation.  The  publi- 
cation,  then,  was  of  great  con)(equcnce  to  huzv 
«nd  ajib  of  cflential  ufe  to  the  worjd.  And, 
the  fublcnbers,  who  contributed  their  money, 
for  the  neceilary  expencc,  tiiefeby  performed 
an  important  iervice  to  Shakspeare,  and  to 
TsuTH.  Yet,  the  public  accufer  is  toobufy 
with  his  projei^  of  deletion  to  thank  the  ad'^ 
mirers  of  Shakfpeare,  and  lovers  of  truth,  for 
their  Hberality :  And*  as  gentle  dulnefs  ever 
bves  ejeie,  he  is,  ever  and  anon,  breaking  his 
jefts  upon  their  Jb/fy,  and  credulity^  in  aAing 
widiout  his  confent,  and  believing  without  his 
toilrudion;  though  without  accomplifliing 
his  jocund  purpofe  of/ettaig  the  table  in  a  roar. 
focfa  dulne^,  and  fuch  jokes,  may,  perhaps, 
jxDvoke  the  £ubicribers  to  exclaim,  with  Mar- 
fton(i): 

**  Tut,  tu^  a  toj  of  so  empty  brain, 

"  Spnw  icttrrilljcft9,Jigl«  gewgaws,  fruitkffcjvaine." 

Knowing,  however,  while  thus  occupied  with 
his  Rght  gewgawif  that  the  pofitive  pctik  of 
cue,  may  fcilei^  iodired  ce&fuw  oa  jnanys 

{i)  In  thej&fifliuge  sf  Vilan^  is^p 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Malofie  brings  his  twenty  jears  fiitsd^ 
Lord  CharlemoDt.  on  tbo  ilage.  to  declare,  ia 
tirje  EngJt/ht  "  th^t  if  Lord  C.  had  ^nown 
"  as  much  of  it  as  he  oow  docfi.  he  would  Jiot 
"  have  pvcn  either  his  name  or  his  money  to 
**  the  publication  (t')."  Nay!  Give  his  name 
to  the  puhlication  !  Did  ever  any  nobleman 
hcfoTc,  wjicn  fuMcribing  his  charitable  guiaea 
to  a  £:nbbler>  think  himfelf  anfweraUe  fcM-  the 
wit,  the  truth,  or  the  propriety,  of  the  bookf 

'*  Opinion  mounB  this  froth  unto  the  Quo; 

«  Which  judgements'  reafoRJuftly  vilifies: 

**  For,  {taame  to  the  poet)  read  Nbd,  behold! 

«  How  imttify  a  Maiftcr'».hood  con  &xM  (^." 
3.  Thus  much,  with  regard  to  the  {econd 
period.  We  are  now  to  enter  on  the  third  of 
the  propofed  periods,  from  the  epoch  of  t&e 
^hScatidn  to  the  prefcnt  day.  While  the 
public  accufer  was  thus  cafUng  froth  againft 
the  wind,  he  was  content  to  Orifice  the  graces 
of  candour,  to  rclinquifh  the  praife  of  libera- 
lity, and  to  enfceble  the  ftrengthbf  conceffion- 
He  might  have  conceded,  widi  candour  and 
liberality,  to '  the  fubfcribers,  the  moft  of 
whtMn,  during  this  third  period,  believed  as 
littk  as  himfelf,  that  th^  had  done  an  X&&A 

(0  Iiiqiui7,#.  I. 

{i)  UKftan')  Sndn:  StiAtrtmiitna  fiat  mam*. 

fcrvice. 
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fervice  to  SKatfpeare,  and  to  his  Inqua'y;  by 
contributing  tcfiiie  charges  of  the  publication, 
which  enabled  'the  world  to  fee,  and  him  to 
write;  and  which  changed  the  faith  of  more 
believers,  than  all  thfe  objetftorfi,  in  profe,  or 
rhyme.  He  might  have  conceded  to  the  be- 
Bcvcrs,  that  the  probability  Was  in  fevour  of 
the  Shakfpeariana,  on  the  ^r^Jhatcb  of  Jigbt, 
And,  without  departing  from  one  of  his  objec- 
tions, he  might  have  acknowledged,  that  the 
general  argument,  concluded  in  &vour  of  the 
believers,  for  the  authenticity  of  the  imputed 
papers.  After  all  theie  OHicef&ons,  he  might 
have  argued,  had  he  been  a  logician,  that  pro- 
bability muft:  give  way  to  abiblute  proof;  and 
that  general  reafonings  muft  evanidi  before 
the  effulgence  of  fpecial  fa&s.  He  might, 
with  a  good  grace,  have  told  the  believers  j 
**  I  will  admit  the  propriety,  and  die  truth, 
"  of  your  politions;  yet,  will  I  demonftrate, 
**  that  your  belief  is  unfounded:"  and  he 
might  have  now  thrown  in,  with  effeft,  hie 
dates,  and  aoachronifms,  his  orthographical  de- 
tei^ons,  and  theatrical  ftory,  his  comparifons  of 
iignatures,  and  inferences  from  analogy.  But, 
by  delaying  the  publication  of  his  book  till  in- 
quiry wasufelefs;  by  conceding  none  of  thefe 
ppinu'  to  thp  believers  J  by  di&egarding  tho 
■  •  -  -^  ftrong 
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ftrong  preiumption  of  legal  evidence  j  he  gave 
occafion  to  judicious  men,  who  had  Audied' 
the  queftion,  to  obferve,  that  the  belierers, 
were  led  into  their  error,  hyjyjiem,  while  the 
inquirer  himfelf  is  only  right,  by  chance. 

Whilft  the  hclievers,  during  every  period  of 
the  inveftigation,  were  forming  their  judg- 
ments,  from  the  fatisfaftory  evidence,  which 
convince  mankind,  in  the  interefting  concerns 
<rf"  legal  proceedings,  datfy  hfe,  and  their  reli- 
gious ^ith;  whilA  they  were  adopting  gene- 
ral opinions^  from  loofe  infpeiftionj  whHfl:  thejr 
were  believing,  from  feeing  j  they  could  only 
mean  to  form  fuch  judgments,  to  adopt  fuch 
opinions,  and  to  entertain  fuch  belief,  until 
crofs-cxamination  Hiould  /how,  in  the  MtfceU 
hneous  Papers y  jnconfiftency,  and  anachronifmi 
until  fefts  fhould  prove  the  probability  of  fic- 
tion, and  the  polltbility  of  wifehood;  until 
minute  infpedion  ihould  difpel  the  dcc^tions 
of  curfory  views  j  and  until  the  refulgence  of 
truth  fhould  beam  through  the  clouds  of  error, 
which,  however  they  may  envelope  the  learned 
world,  for  a  while,  are  foon  difpelled  by  tbQ 
gentle  gujis  of  accurate  criticifm.  Certainty, 
when  it  appears,  will  ever  be  recognized  by 
^ndour :  And,  certainty  will  generally  be  the 
Fcfulc  of  inveftigation,  when  inquiry  is  profecutw 
D  cd, 
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edi  oa  Tolid   principles,    with    diligent   re- 
search* 

Such  is  the  preUmioary  apolooy,  which 
the  believers  fubmit  to  this  critical  court,  be- 
fore they  attend  the  public  accufer^  in  the  more 
minute  examination  of  the  Miscellaneous 
Papers,  which  have  been  attributed  to  Shak- 
fpcare. 

%\\. 

QUBBN   ELIZABETH;   akd  h»  LETTER. 

IN  making  the  firft  ftep  of  the  minute 
inquiry,  to  confirm,  or  confute,  the  general 
argument,  on  the  interefting  fubjefls  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  her  Letter,  we  are  at  once  ftruck 
with  an  obfervation,  which  has  already  oper- 
ated as  an  apology  for  the  believers,  that  the 
objedions  made,  during  the  firft  period  of 
inveftigation,  have  been  relinquifhed,  as  in- 
defenfiblc,  during  the  laft.  To  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Letter,  it  was  conftantly  ob- 
jedted,  that  being  a  princefs  of  a  lofty  chara<9:er, 
Jhe  difdaincd  to  correfpond  with  much  greater 
men  than  Shakfpeare.  The  believers,  know- 
ing the  falfity  of  this  aflumption,  laughed  at 
the  feUacy  of  that  obje(ftion.  Mr.  Malone 
now  paffes  over  the  fidtion,  as  difcreditable, 
and  relinquifhes  the  argument,  as  indcfcnfible;  ' 
And,  like  a  great  general,  he  covers  his  retreat 

from 
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from  aa  untenable  poft>  by  giving  a  high  pa« 
negyric  on  the  public  charadter  of  Elizabeth, 
which  no  one  will  diipute,  inilead  of  ex- 
hibiting her  private  chai^dter,  which,  as  it  ia 
fiifficiently  known,  no  one  will  defend ;  being 
forced,  by  the  fedt,  to  give  a6  a  trait  of  man- 
ners, "  a  proof  of  that  condefcending  famili- 
"  arky  by  which  ihe  won  the  heiwts  of  her 
'*  people  {a)" 

The  fcholars,  and  antiquaries,  and  heralds, 
who  are  the  objefts  of  Mr.  Malone's  fcorna 
knew  that,  in  refpetft  to  Elizabeth's  more  re- 
tired life,  and  perfonal  habits.  Lord  Orford  had 
pourtrayed  {6)  her;  Mr.  Hume  had  defcribed 
[c)  her ;  and  Mr.  Whitaker  had  anatoniilcd 
her  (^).  The  believers  alfo  knew,  that 
Elizabeth  correfponded,  perfonally,  with  her 
fervants  at  home,  and  abroad ;  fending,  and 
receiving,  letters,  in  a  manner  quite  contrary 

to 

(a)  Inquiry,  io8, 

(b)  In  the  Cat.  uf  Ropl,  and  Noble,  Authors  {  articlei 

(c)  Hiftory,  vol.  V.  Note  KK.  p.  +20—526. 

(J )  Vindication  of  M.  Q.  of  Scots,  2d  vol :— *'  Eliza- 
**  beth  publiflicil  the  letters  afcrtbed  to  Mary,  principally  to 
"  ruin  Mary's  chaxaflcr,  in  point  of  chaftity,  +50 ;  yet^ 
"  Elizabeth  was  unchafte,  while  Mary  was  not,  450. 
**  Elizabeth  pr^cnded  to  livci  and  die,  a.  virgin  s  yet,  had ' 
**  Lord  Leicelter  for  her  paramour,  45i>2-4and  456.— 
"  There  is  a  letter  of  Mary's  concerning  Elizabeth'! 
f  amours,  456— 470— 489.— The'  violent  part  of  Eliaa- 
D  2  i*  brtb't 
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to  the  praAice  of  the  prefent  times  (e) :  They 
knew*  moreover,  that  flie  wrote  very  femi- 
]Ur  letters  to  private  perfons ;  either  to  pro- 
mote, OF  difcourage,  (f)  matrimony ;  to  con- 
dole widi  favourites  on  the  lofs  of  parents, 
and  {g)  children  j  to  inquire  after  the  health 
of  {&)  lervants ;  to  return  thanks  for  prefcnts 
to  (i)  paramours ;  or  to  interfere  in  the  do- 
mestic affairs  of  individuals  J(j).  There  are 
anecdotes  enough^  to  fhew  how  familiar 
Elizabeth  «ould  be,   in  gratification  of  her 

**  bcth's  charafter  in  private  live  is  illullrated,  480*8  ■> 
f*  482-3 — 489-90.  Her  immodefty,  500— '$16 — 519- 
*'  ai.  She  was  a  great  fwearer,  40S— 519.  Her  va- 
<*  nitjt  491—^.  Niggardly  to  all,  but  to  paramours, 
"  and  flatterers,  507-8 — 5 19,  She  had  aii  ulcer  in  one  I^, 
**  484.  She  was  not  formed,  as  other  women  are,  501-2. 
**  Her  general  charadcT  fummed  up,  4.16-17.  Vindicatec^ 
501-2, — See  the  Index,  article,  Eti%abttb." 

(/)  Forbes's  State  Papers,  every-wherc. 

(/)  Lodge's  Illuftnuions,  vol.  iii,  11—16 — 6$ — 69.— 
123-4-6-8. 

{g)  lb.  24  i  Cabala,  212 — Q^  Elizabeth's  letter  to  Lady 
Norris  on  the  death  of  her  Ton;  which  begins;  ■'  My  owq 
"  crow — Harm  not  youifelf  for  bootlels  help,"  &c.— Ful- 
ler's Worthies,    Oxf.   336.— and  fee  Queen  Elizabeth's  - 
Letters  in  Mai.  Inquiry,  113-13-14. 

(A)  Cat  of  R.  &  N.  Authors,  vol.  I,  132. 

{/}  Ivodg.  lUuft,  vol.  ii.  154,  Thanks  for  prefents  to 
Leicefler. 

{j)  Lodge-— vol.  ii,  10— 164— 21^— 245— vol.  iii,  561 
wherein  we  may  fee,  ^at  Ihe  took  part  with  Lady  Shrewf^ 
buiy  a^unft  her  hutband. 

ruling 
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ruBtg  pajfion:  Whenever  the  Earl  of  Effcx 
put  on  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  **  not  a  day  paffed,'* 
iays  Lord  (j6)  Orford,  "  without  the  Queen's 
**  iending  frequent  meflages  to  inquire  about 
**  his  health ;  and  once  went  fo  far,  as  to  fit 
"  long  by  him,  and  order  his  troths  and 
*'  things."  When  on  the  verge  of  three-fcore- 
and-ten  fhe  aifled  the  hoyden  of  fifteen.  In 
September  1602,  "  the  young  Lady  of  Darby, 
"  wearing  about  her  neck,  in  her  bofom,  K 
''  pi^ure,  which  was  in  a  dainty  tablet,  thb 
*•  Queen  efpying  it,  aflced  what  fine  jewel 
■•*  that  was.  The  Lady  Darby  was  curious 
**■  to  excufc  the  fliewing  of  itt,  but  the  Queen 
**  would  have  itt,  and  opening  itt,  and  fynd- 
**  ing  itt  to  be  Mr.  Secretarye's,  fnatcht  itt 
f*  away,  and  tyed  itt  upon  her  ihoe,  and 
**  walked  long  w*  itt  there  j  and  then  flic  took 
*'  itt  thence,  and  pinned  itt  on  her  elbow, 
**  and  wore  it  fom  tyme  there  alfoj' which 
*•  Mr.  Secretary  being  told  of,  made  thcfe 
"  verfes,  and  had  Hales  to  fing  them  in  his 
"  chamber.     Itt  was  told  her  Majefty,  that 

(i)  Cat.  of  Royal,  and  Noble,  Authors,  vol.  i.  J32. 
When  tbe  heard,  dia:  EfTex  was  ill,  Ihc  fent  him  word,  with 
tears  in  her  eyes,  *'  that  if  Ihe  might  with  her  honour,  fhe 
•*  would  vifit  him."  lb.  136.  When  the  Vice  Cbaniber- 
lain  Hatton  was  Tick,  in  1573,  ^liz^bed*  "^^^^  almoft  every 
^y  to  fee  how  he  4id-'— Lodge's  Uluft.  vol.  ii.  }0i. 

D  3  "Mr. 
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*•  Mr.  Secretary  had  rare  mufick,  and  fongs : 
**  She  woulc)  needs  hear  them  -,  and  fo  this 
•*  dittay  W48  foung  which  you  fee  firft 
^*  writfCB.  More  verfcj  there  be  lykewyfe, 
■"  wherepf  fomt  or  aU,  were  lykewyfe  fonng. 
■«  J  do  boldly  fend  thefe  verfes  to  your  lord- 
-"  ibip»  which  I  would  not  do  to  any  eb, 
.**  for  I  bear  they  are  very  fecrett.  Some  of 
«  ^he  verfes  argew  that  he  repines  not  thoghe 
:*' .  fe^  Majcfty  pleafc  to  grace  others,  and  con- 
•;*  teats  hinfelf  with  the  fevourhe  hath  (/)." 
1  -  ,        ' 

(/)'See  Ledge's  Jlluftr^tions,  rol.  iii.  136)  Willian 
Brown's  Ncws-leiter  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewftury.  Th* 
young  Lady  of  Dartiy,  who  was  treated  in  that  manner,  was 
•EliKabeth,  th«  elJefl  daughterof  Edward  Vere,  Earl  of  Ox- 
;ford,  And  the  wife  of  William  E«l  of  Darby :  It  was  Mr. 
:  Secretary  Cecil's  piflure,  which  gave  rife  to  that  flirtatioa 
jn  Quee^  Be&,  and  produced  the  foi^gs,  and  nuifick  ;  to  her 
■  great  dircrtifcment.  Happy  i  if  thofe  fongs  of  Mr.  Secre- 
.  tary-  could  be  teaieved,  thoig^'  it  would  require  pr^otfi  of 
holy  writ  to  convince  Mr.  Mdone  of  their  ^thenticjty. 
The  art  of  that  profound  natefman.  is  wonderful-  Being 
caught,' hanging'  in  tlie  bofom  of  the  young  Countefs, 
by  Eli zubeth,  and  being  informed  of  her  freak,  he  turned  the 
incidents  into  a  fong:  And,  while  he- amufed  the  Queen,  he 
took  care  to  difdaim  any  greater  pretcnfions  to  power,  than 
what  he  derived  from  her  goodiiefs.  We  fee^  in  the  midft 
of  this  jtie,  the  opinion  of  that  moft  accomplished  flatcf- 
marij  vtho  was  tlien  prime  niiniftcr,  with  regard  to  Eliza- 
beth's jealoufy,  pcrfoiial,  and  political.  If  Mr.  Secretary 
'  Cecil  were  born,  in  I550,  hcwasnot  a^yca/A,  in  1602. 

With 
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With  fuch  anecdotes  the  believers  mre  pen* 
§s^y  acquainted,  although  the  public  accafir 
ieems  to  have  known  nothing  of  them:  And 
from  fuch  documents,  they  reafoniaMy  inferred, 
that  Elizabeth  might  probably  coridefcend  to 
write  fuch  a  letter  to  Shakrpear6  j  whofe  firft- 
tye  verfes  were,  no  doubt,  written  with  his  beft 
pen,  in  his  gayeft  fency,  on  the  encomiaftic  to^ 
picks  of  love,  and  marriage,  with  "  twenty  odd 
"  conceited  true-love  knots."  • 

Bat,  Mr.  Malone  is  induced  by  his  fcepti- 
cifm  to  inlift,  that  the  frettye  verfes  of  Shak- 
fpearc  never  exifted  j  becaufe  he  has  never 
feen  them ;  and  he  is  incited  by  a  peculiar 
logic  to  argue,  that  wliatibever  does  not  appear 
to  him  has  never  exifted  on  e^th.  Yet,  M^. 
Secretary  Cecil's  fongs  on  Queen  Befs's  fiw- 
lick,  though  they  were  once  fung,  arc  now 
fang  no  more.  And  the  fonnets  of  Shak^ 
fpeare,  which  inflamed  the  defire,  and  roul^d 
the  gratitude  of  Etizabeth,  may  poflibly  exift 
in  the  fame  cafltet  vnth  Cecil's  dittaySy  though 
none  of  our  Cottons,  or  Harlcys,  have  pre^ 
ferved  them,  and  none  of  our  Waldrons,  or 
Malones,  have  found  them.  Nor,  is  it  unac- 
countable, that  the  collegers  of  papers,  and 
the  critics  of  plays,  fliould  have  miiTed  the 
Prettye  verjis^  which  have  fince  been  found  : 
while  fcepticifm  was  ever-and-anon  crying  dut 
D4  impoffi" 
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impt^bU,  cuiiofity  loft  her  cranmon  incentives. 
■The.  fcenic  fcholiafts  may  charafteriftically 
.cry  out  with  Marcus :    .        . 

.  «  — —  Ol  brothef,  fpealt  mAp^Stitt, 
^         **  And  do  not  break  into  theTe  deep  extretnes." 

If  we  might  thus  fpeak  with  poffibiHtieSt  it 
may  be  aflertcd,  as  very  probable,  that  the 
ibnnets  of  Shakfpeare,  which  touched  the 
ruffe,  that  touched  Queen  Befs's  chin,  may 
even  now  exift.  During  her  reign,  they  were 
■handed  about  in  manufcript  (m).  The  Curls  oi 
that  period  were  deterred  from  printing  them. 
Yet,  printed  they  were,  in  the  iubfequent 
reign.  Impoffibk»  cries  Mr.  Malone  !  On  an- 
other occalion,  however,  he  £hows  the  pofll- 
bility,  though  he  expreffes  his  furprife,  that  the 
-editors  have  not  always  difcriminated  the  fpuri- 
ous  from  the  genuine.  "  Though  near  a  cen- 
**  tury  and  a  half  has  elapfcd,".  fays  he,  "  fince 
**  th*  death  of  (a)  Shakfpeare,  it  is  fomewhat 
"  extraordinary,  that  none  of  his  various  edi- 
•*  tors  Qiould  have  attempted  to  fcparate  his 
**  genuine  poetical  compofitions  from  the  fpu- 
**  rious  performances  witJi  which  they  have 
**  been  fo  long  intermixed,  or  taken  the  trou- 
** '  blc  to  compare  them  with  the  earlieft  cdi- 

(iw)  Mere's  Wtfi  Trea/uryt  1598,  p.  623. 

(s)  Advertiicinen^  p>  iv.  to  his  SufpUmentt  1780. 

"  tions." 
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**  tions."  But,  refearch  was  long  fettered  by 
indi^rence.  At  length,  Theobald  undertook 
this  great  (o)  talk;  but  he  lived  not  to  perform 
it.  Happily  it  fell  into  the  abler  hands*  and 
under  the  deeper  difcernment,  of  Mr.  Malone. 
He  will  doubtlefs  feparate  the  genuine,  from 
therpuriouscompofitionsofShakfpeare.  lie  has 
attempted  {p)  this,  with  great  a^ivity  of  pow- 
ers, and  greater  diTcrimlnation  of  tafte.  He  will 
certainly  difcover  the  prettye  verfes  of  Shak- 
fpcare:  Yet,  ftrange  to  tell  I  he  has  feen  themj 
he  has  criticifed  them;  bi^t,  whatever  may  be 
the  keennefs  of  his  eye,  or  the  acutenefs  of  his 
criticifin,  he  has  not  difcerned  them,  though 
he  had  the  daily  help  of  able  coadjutors. 

But,  I  will  not  any  longer  abufe  the  patience 
of  this  court.  I  will  no  longer  conceal  the 
fecret.  The  Jugrd  fonnetSt  of  which  Meres 
fpoke,  in  {q\  1598,  and  which  were  firft 
printed  by  Thorpe,  in  1609,  are  %\ie  prettye 
'verfes  of  boneytongu  d  Shakfpcarc.  ImpoJJiblet 
cries  Mr.  Malone,  with  the  monotonous 
tongue   of  his  own  pretty  PoU[r).      I  will 

now 

(e)  Prc^e  to  his  edidon,  174O. 
{p)  In  his  Supplement,  1780. 

(f )  Wit's  Treafury,  623. 

(r)  ScRiBLERUS  hath  well  remarked,  that  thofe  expref- 
Coos  <:4  prelty  PaUy/en  a<X  applied  ycfterdajr  to  tfaeminitck 

bird. 
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now  maintflin*  to  the  iatisfai^ion  of  this 
ccortf  I  truft,  that  the  Jvgr'd  fonnets,  which 
urere  handed,  about,  before,  and  in,  the  year 
J  598,  among  Shakfpeare's  private  friends, 
were  the  very  verfcs,  which  he  addreHed  to 
Eliiabeth  in  bis  fine  fled  {s)pbrafe  j  that  the 
Sonnets  of  Shakfpeare  were  addreflcd,  by 
him,  to  Elizabeth,  althongh  I  do  not  mean  to 

\aci,  3S  Mr.  Malonc  would  objofi;  but,  are  as  old  as  the 
age  of  Shakfpeare ;  as  John  Taylor  the  water-poet  will  in- 
form us,  epigram  31;  "A  Rope  for  Parratt :" 
«  Wfty  doth  the  parrat  «ry,  a  rape.,  a  nftf 
**  Beoufe  hee's  cag'd  in  prifon  out  of  hope. 
**  Why  doth  the  parrat  call  a  beaten  a  bwtt  ? 
•^  It  is  the  humour  trfhis  idle  note. 
«  "O  pretty  Pall,  take  heed,  beware  the  cat; 
«  Let  Waterman  alone,  no  more  of  that: 
**  Since  I  k  idlely  heard  the  parrat  talk, 
••  la  his  own  language,  I  (ay,  vialkti  knave^  walit." 
See  much  learning  on  this  curious  fubjeS  in  Grey's  Hu- 
dibras,  vol.  i.  p.  61;  and  Warburton's  Shakfpeare,  vol.iii. 
p.  453.     It  is  remarkable,  that  neither  of  thofe  commenta- 
tors  feems  to  haye  known  si  the  water-poet's  epigram  on 
frtitj  Poll 

(i)  w  To  this  perfon,  whoever  he  was,  [were]  one  hun- 
"  dred  and  twenty  of  the  following  poems  are  addrefled ; 
«  the  remaining  twenty-eight  are  addrefled  to  a  lady,"  fays 
Mr.  Malonc:  "Many  of  them  are  written  to  (how  the  pro- 
«  priety  of  marriage,"  add«  hci  "and  diercfore  cannot  well 
"  be  fuppofed  to  be  addreffed  to  a  fchooi-boy."  [Supple- 
ment 1780,  vol.  i.  p.  579].  My  pofition  is,  diat  the  fon- 
"nets  were  all  addreOcd  lo  me  perfon, 

contend 
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contend  for  the  fpwious  performances  of  book- 
fellers,  the  intermixtures  of  critics,  nor  the  is- 
terfaiatiom  (rf  Mr.  Malonc  (/).  In  order  to 
fee  this  carioas  point,-in  its  true  U^t,  it  will 
be  necedary  to  advert,  with  difcrimiiutive 
eye*  to  the  character  of  Elizabeth,  and  to  the 
fituation  of  ^akipcare. 

Elizabeth  was  born  in  1533 ;  aad  was,  of 
courfc,  oae-and- thirty  years  older  than  Shak* 
fpeare.  Being  bred  in  the  fchool  of  adver- 
fity,  Ihe  acquired  early  habits  of  perfonal  ad- 
dress ;  bang  called  on  to  play  a  part,  during 
critical  times,  £he  learned  the  cunning,  whick 
the  neceffity  of  circumfpeftion,  in  political 
revolHtions,  always  teaches  ;  and  being,  ia 
her  early  age,  without  hopes  of  &turc  gre^t- 
nefs,  flw  iodulged    in  the  natural  propcnt- 

(()  Mr.  Malone  undertook  to  print  all  the  poems  aS 
ShaUpcare^  excrpt  his  finuj  and  Manis,  « faithfully  from 
*■  the  original  copies :"  Yet,  has  he  tbruft  in  the  PafJieneU 
Pilgrim^  which  was  lirft  publlfbed,  in  IJ99}  between  Tht 
Smuts,  and  7he  Lover's  Cemplatnt;  which  were  both  printed 
t(^cther>  in  1609.  I  was  enabled  to  fee  this  abtrratitn  from 
eifiTorOiip,  by  infpefimg  die /'ry?  edition  of  7%i  Sonnets: 
Yet,  Mr.  Malonc  wandered  into  the  path  of  error,  while  the 
right  road  of  duty  was  before  him.  Sec  his  Supplement 
1780,  vol.  i.  p.  581;  and  p.  709,  for  the  publicatioa  t^ 
the  PaJJionate  Pilgrim  in  1599;  and  p.  739,  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  Lever's  Campleint,  at  the  end  of  the  quarto  edition 
of  bis  Sonnets,  in  1609. 

fities 
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'fities  of  meaner  mortals  («) .  She  was  from  con- 
ftitution  amorous ;  but,  without  the  power  of 
enjoyment  {v) :  She  was  led  thus  to  cultivate 
all  the  artSf  and  to  acquire  all  the  accomplifh- 
meots,  which  make  women  irrefiftible,  when 
they  preferve  the  modefty  of  their  nature,  and 
Audy  the  mild  graces  of  their  fex.  With  the 
underftanding  of  a  man,  and  the  knowledge  of 
a  fcholar,  flie  indulged  the  vanity  of  the  weak- 
eft  woman,  and  carried  her  paffion  ibr  praife, 
even  in  the  extremity  of  age,  beyond  the  limits, 
which  are  fcarcely  allowed  in  girls  :  And,  by 
expofing  this  weakaefs  to  the  world,  {he  became 
thedupeofherownfervants.ofher  rabje<^s,and 
alfo  of  foreigners,  who  all  knew  how  to  gain 
their  feveral  objefts,  by  gratifying  her  prevail- 
ing paffion.     How  did  ihe  rack  Melville,  the 


(u)  Catalogue  o£  Rojral,  and  NoUe,  Andiors,  an.  Elixa- 
htlh. 

(w)  For  Jicr  youthful  amour  with  die  admiral  Seymour, 
fee  Lodge's  Iliullrat.  vol.  i,  112.  She  was  fo  pleafed  wJtli 
her  entertainment,  in  September  1 560,  at  Baling,  by  the  an- 
cient marquis  of  Wincheftcf,  the  treafurer,  that  flie  laid 
gaily :  "  By  my  trouthe,  if  my  lord  treafurer  were  a  young 
**  man,  I  could  fynde  in  my  harte  to  have  him  to  my  bus- 
••  bande,  before  any  man  in  England."  lb.  346;  and  Whit- 
alcer's  Vindication  of  Mary.  vol.  ii.  450—456—469—500— 
16—21. 


ambaHador 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


AMD  Kin  LtTTiK.]    /w  ij«  BELIEVSRS.  45 

ambaflador  of  Mary  Queen  of  (w)  Scots,  to 
nuke  him  coafefs,  that  fiie.  was  handfomer,  a 
better  dancer,  and  a  better  mufician,  than  his 
aiiftrefs,  who  was  the  handfomefl,  and  moft 
accomplilhed  princefs>  in  Europe.  Moft  of 
her  courtiers,  therefore,  feigned  affedtion,  and 
dc(ire  towards  her;  addreflingher  in  the  ufual 
ilyle  of  ^lantry.  By  fuch  arti&ces,  Leicefler, 
and  EiTex,  Raleigh,  and  Hatton  rofe  to  favour, 
and  acquired  eflatcs.  Raleigh,  having  £dlen  in- 
to difgrace,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Ce- 
cil, for  the  iight  of  Elizabeth,  which  has  the 
following  expreffions  of  ridiculous  flattery  :— 
"  I  that  was  wont  to  fee  her  riding  like  Alex- 
"  ander,  hunting  like  Diana,  walking  like  Ve- 
"  nus,  the  gentle  wind  blowing  her  fair  hair 
"  about  her  pure  cheeks,  like  a  nymph,  fomc-^ 
•*  times  fitting  in  the  fliade,  like  a  goddefs, 
"  fometimes  (inging  like  an  angel,  fomctimes 
"  playing  like  Orpheus;  behold  the  forrow 
*•  of  this  world !  once  amifs  hath  bereaved 
"  mc  of  aU  [x)."  It  is  to  be  remarked,  fays 
Hume,  that  this  nymph,  Venus,  goddefs,  an-, 
gel,  was  then  about  fixfy  :  yet,  fome  ^ears  af- 
ter, flie  allowed  the  lame  language  to  be  u&d 
to  htt  {jf).     In   1599,  when  Elizabeth  wa« 

(cv)  CMalogue  of  Ro/al,  and  Nobte,  AuAors,  ait.  Sli- 

(f)  Miinkn,  6i7.  (/J  Hiftary,  vKi.  v.  SV' 

fixty- 
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fixty-fix*  John  Davis>  who  rofe  to  eminence, 
by  his  talents,  and  his  flattery,  dedicated 
his  fine  poem,  Nofce  ttipfumy  to  her  : 

To  that  deare  tnajcftie,  which  in  dte  nordi, 
X)ath  like  another  funne  in  gloric  rife. 
Which  ftandeth  fixed,  yet  fpreads  her  heavenly  worthy 
Loadllone  to  hnrts,  and  loadftarre  to  all  eyes. 
Fair  foule,  llnce  to  thefaireji  hoiit  inity 
You  give  fuch  lively Kfe,  fuch  <]uickenu^  power, 
Sudi  fwcet  celeAial  influence  to  it, 
^  As  keeps  it  flill  in  youths  immortal  flower. . 
O  many,  many  yeares  may  you  rem^ne, 
A  happie  angel  to  this  happie  land : 
Long,  long,  may  you  on  earth  our  emprefle  reigoe, 
'  Ere  you  in  beavcn  a  glorious  angell  ftand; 

Stay  long  (fwcet  Ipirit)  ere  thou  to  heaven  depart, 
.  Which  mak'ft  each  place  a  heaven  wherein  thou  art. 

From  the  dedication  of  Davis,  the  tranfition 
is  eafy  to  the  fcnnets  of  Shakfpeare,  who  had 
preceded  Davis,  in  his  flatteries,  and  celebrity. 
Poets  are  born,  not  made:  when  I  would  pro\'e 
This  truth,  the  glad  remembrance  1  muft  love 
Of  never-dying  Shakfpeare,  who  alone 
Is  argument  enough  to  make  tiiat  one. 

Shakfpeare  was  alfo  born  a  tazn,  in  1564. 
Him, 

"■  Fair  fancy  found,  and  bore  the  Imiling  babe 
"  Toa  clofecavern: 

"  Here,  as  with  honey  gather'd  Crom  the  rock, 
"  She  fed  die  little  prattler." 

.  Thus  found,  and  thus  fed,  he  broke  \oofe, 

ere  long,  from  his  confinement,  prompted  to 

efcape,  no  doubt,  by  Cupid,  and-eoodu^ed,  in 

5  his 
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his  flight,  by  Hymen :  And  thus  ftimulated, 
and  directed,  he  became  enamoured  of  Anne 
Hathaway,  who  was  eight  years  older  than 
bimfelf,  and  married  her,  in  1 583,  when  he  was 
only  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  {he  made  him. 
a  father  of  his  firH:  child,  Sufanna,  at  the  ago 
of  nineteen  (b).  While  other  boys  are  only 
fnivelling  at  fchool,  and  thinking  nothing  of 
life,  Shakfpeare  entered  the  world,  with  Httle 
but  his  love  to  niake  him  happy,  and  little 
but  his  genius  to  prevent  the  intruHon  of 
mifcry.  An  increafing  family,  and  preffing 
wants,  obliged  him  to  look,  beyond  the  limits 
of  Stratford,  for  fubfiftence,  and  for  feme  («). 
He  felt,  doubtlefs,  emotions  of  genius,  and  he 
law,  certainly,  perfons,  who  had  not  better 
pretentions,  than  his  own,  riGng  to  eminence 
in  a  higher-  fcene.     By  thefe  motives  was  he 

(z)  MaL  SbakTpearc,  1790.  vot.  i.  105:  His<laughter 
Sulaniia  was  baptized  May  26,  15S3.  On  the  2d  of 
February,  1584-5,  were  baptifed  Samuel,  and  Judirii,  the 
twin  UTuc  of  this  marriage,  when  Shakfpeare  was  not  yet  of 
age.     lb.  172. 

{a)  The  father  of  Shakfpeve  fell  into  diftreflcd  circum- 
ftaoces,  foon  after  hit  mairi^e.  John  Shakfpeare,  who  had 
lerved  the  honourable  office  of  high  bailiff  (rf*  Stratford,  id 
IJ69,  wasexcufed  in  1579,  from  paying  a  week's  contribu- 
tion of  four-pence  to  the  town ;  and  was  removed  from  being 
analderman,  in  1586,  as  he  had  not  for  fome years  attended 
the  commoa  baUs.    [MaL  Shakf.  vol.  i.  p.  163]. 

probably 
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probably  induced  to  remove  to  London,  in  the 
jwriod,  between  the  )'ears  1585,  and  15885 
chafed  from  his  home*  by  the  terriers  of  the 
law,  for  debt,  rather  than  for  dcer-ftealing,  or 
for  libelling.  He  may  have  received,  per- 
haps, an  introduction  to  the  theatre  from 
Robert  Green,  his  kinfman,  an  atSor,  of 
whom  "  none  were  of  greater  grace  at  the 
*•  courtt  or  of  more  general  love  in  the  city  " 
and  Shakfpcare,  certainly,  enjoyed  the  patron- 
age of  Lord  Southampton,  to  whpm  was  de-. 
dicated  "  the  firfl:  heir  of  his  invention." 

Shakfpcare,  however,  foon  became  fcnfible 
of  the  imprejiony  "  which  vulgar  fcandal 
•*  ftamp'd  upon  his  brow."  His  gentle  na- 
ture was  ere  long  fubdued.  He  perceived, 
with  regret  that,  from  his  occupationt  i^is  name 
bad  received  a  brand.  He  deplored,  with  pun- 
gency, thsAjfortunet 

"•  The  guilty  goddefe  of  his  harmful  deeds, 

**  did  not  better  for  his  life  provide, 

"  Than  public  means,  that  pubiic  manners  breeds  [b) : 
And  in  this  bitternefs  of  mifery,  he  adopted  the 
refolution,  wherein  he  was,  no  doubt,  con- 
firmed by  Green,  his  towniinan,  and  relation* 
to  addrefs  his  prettye  verfes  to  Elizabeth. 

It  may  be  pertinently  aflced,  was  Elizabeth 

{i)  Sonnet  91,  Malone  Sup.  670. 

"a  princefs. 


r^cinzeaoy  Google 


itDHB&LitTB*.]  ^/^  BELIEVERS.  49 

a  princeTs,  who  was  likely  to  receive  fuch 
verfes ;  was  Shakipeare  a  poet»  who  was  like- 
ly to  write  fuch  verfes  f  I  anfwer  both  thefe 
^ueftbns,  pofitivcly,  in  the  affirmatiTe,  We 
have  feen  her  natural  voluptuoufnefs ;  we 
have  beheld  her  pailion  for  praife ;  we  have 
obierred  her  great  tniniAers,  offering  her  the 
grofleft  flattery,  which  (he  received,  as  her 
accuftomed  due.  Wc  know,  that  Miftcr 
Speaker,  andMf  J!wu/e,  again  and  again  went  up, 
in  ord«-  to  woe  her  to  (c)  wed ;  fhe  was 
courted  by  fubjefts  and  foreigners,  by  princes 
and  kings  j  and,  at  the  age  of  forty,  ihe  was 
addreiTed  by  the  Dake  D'AleD9on,  who  came 
t»  England,  in  (d)  1572,  '*  a  palHonate  pil- 
"  grim,"  to  offer  his  vows  : 

"  A  woman,  I  foHworct  but,  I  will  proTe» 
*  Thou  being  a  goddefe,  I  Ebifwore  wX  dKC." 
Now,  Mr.  Malone  (e)  admits,  what  the  Soti" 
Hits  demonftrate,  "  that  many  of  them  were 
"  written  to  (how  the  propriety  of  marriage." 
As  to  the  fecond  queflion  j  Shakfpeare  knew, 
perfedly,  the  real  character  of  Elizabeth, 
which  made  her  the  dupe  of  daily  folicitation  ; 
he  £iw  bow  many  men  of  lets  genius,  and 

(<)  Lodge,Il.  vd.  ii.  p.  13S. 

{if)  Sir  T.  Smith's  lift,  i47r— 159. 

(*)  Supp.  vol  i.  p.  579. 

£  icwer 
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fewer  pretenfions,  than  his  own,  had  gained 
their  objefts,  and  rifcn  to  greatnefs,  by  grati- 
fying her  domineering  paffion  :  And,  thus  was 
he  induced  to  fend  her,  by  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, no  doubt,  his  fugr'd  Jonnets,  com- 
pofed  m  filed  pbraje,  which  no  other  woman, 
than  Elizabeth,  would  have  been  plcafed  to  re- 
ceive, and  no  other  poet,  than  Shakfpeare, 
could  cafily  have  written. 

Yet,  thofe  fafts,  and  this  reafbning,  had  no 
influence  upai  Mr.  Malone's  mind.  Though 
he  cannot  tell,  with  all  the  help  of  his  learned 
coadjutors,  to  whom  ihc  Jup-'d  fonnets  were 
addrefled;  yet,  he  is  pofitive  {/)  that,  of  the 
whole  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four^ 
there  were  addreflcd  to  a  timi  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  twenty-e^ht  to  'a  lady  -,  to 
fixm  Ber  the  propriety  of  foarrii^e.  Now  s 
Shakfpearc,  who  knew  bis  own  purpofe,  cx- 
prefsly  fays  :— 

«   Let  not  my  love  be  call'd   idolatry  \ 

"  Noi  my  belovcdjas  an  idol  fhow; 
**  Stnc«  an  alike  my  fiuigs,  -end  pnilesi  be, 

*<  To  ONI,  of  oHl>  flUl  fucb,  and  ever  fb  [g). 

Thus,  in  the  arithmetic  of  Mr.  Malooe  one 
i£,  by  a  ready  opeiation,  multiplied  into  twa: 

(/)  Suppf.  to;,  i.  p.  579. 

(g)  Sonnet  105— Mai.  Supp".  vol.  i- p.  6^6, 

0  He 
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He  can  divide^  JpUt  bairs,  znd^ill  dUtidct  it 
feems.  The  ^^  is,  that  Shakfpeare  had  not- 
leifure  to  write  one  hundred  and  twenty  fuch 
fonnets  to  any  man ;  being  wholly  occupied  in 
providing  far  the  day^  which  "was  paffing  over 
him  i  that  the  poet  had  no  lovi;,  but  a  teeming 
wife,  to  whom  be  was  ilrongly  attached,  by 
early  ties;  and  for  whom  he  could  hardly 
provide,  by  any  means  :*  Add  to  theTc  circum- 
ftances,  that  in  another  ibnnet,  Shakfpeare 
maintains  the  ttait)'  of  his  efy'e£l,  by  faying  to 
its  idol,  Elizabeth : 

**  For,  ami  ether  pa/ty  mf  vtrfe:  tendy 

**  Than  tX  jnr  gratii^  uti  y§urgifiij  CotcUt 

**  And  more,  mudi  more,  than  in  mf  verfe  can  fit, 

**  Your  ovmglalslhawsjrou,  when  you  look  init  (^}« 

Yet,  Mr.  Malono  is  not  convinced :  He  ftill 
objects,  that  many  more  of  the  ibnnets  are 
tfddreiled  to  tt  (nale,  dian  to  a  female  (t).  His 
dsjei^n  proves,  that  he  did  not  know,  that 
Elizabeth  was  often  confidered  as  a  man  :— 

(4)  lb.  665- 

(i)  Mr.  Malone  confideri  it,  as  one  Of  the  great  <lefe^ 
of  ihefe  Conncts,  *•  dm  majority  of  them  not  being  dire^ed 
**  toafeonle,  to  whom  alone  fuch  ardciit  expreffions  of 
^'efteem  [lore]  could  with  piopiicly  Ik.  addrefled^". 
[Supplem'.  voi.  i.  p.  ^$-} 
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In  poetry  j  Drant  hails  her  as  a  (A)  Prince  ; 
Spenfcr  paints  her  as  a  Prince  (/)  :  In  profe 
Afcham  celebrates  her  as  a  {m)  Prince.-,  Bacon 
defcribes  her  as  a  Prince,  unparalleled  among 
women  (n).    Add  to  this,  that  there  was  much 

■  (i)  In  Drant's  verfes  prcfenteJ  to  the  Queen's  Maje(Vie» 
heinj  then  at  Cambridge,  for  the  name  of  bis  degree : 
■   "  A  Priact,  extraa  from  hautic  boufe, 
"  A  Prince  of  pompoufe  porte, 
"  Approchnh  here,  whofe  ancitoursi 
"  Trinmphe  in  gloriw  forte. 
"  Cum  Jofiie  poets  cum, 
•*  Strike  up  in  regall  rate, 
"  To  pennei,  to  pennei,  parfue  the  chafe, 
"   Ye  have  a  game  of  ftace. 
[Drant't  medicinahU  tmral,  that  is,  the  two  books  of 
Hwace  his  latyres— Englyflied.     Printed  by  Marfh, 
1566.] 
(/}  "  Mofi  peerlefs  Princt,  moll  pecrlefi  poetrefs, 
"  '^he  true  Pandcra  of  all  heavcDly  graces, 
"  Divine  Eliza; 
[The  Tears  of  the  Mufes.  HughsEdit.  vol.  5.  p.  1377.] 
(m)"  It  is  your  Qiamc,  I  fpealte  to  you  all,  you  yong  jentle- 
•'  men  of  England,"  fays  Afcham,  *'  that  ant  niayde  [Queen 
""  Elizabeth,  In  the  margin]  fliould  go  beyond  you  all  in  ex-' 
"  ccllcncy  of  learning :  Amongeft  all  the  benefites  that  God 
"  hath  blelTed  me  withall,  I  count  this  the  greatelt,  that  ic 
**.  pieafed  God  to  call  mc,  to  be  one  poore  minifter  in  fct- 
**  ting  forwvdthefe  excellent  giftes  of  learning,  inthyf  moft 
"  excellent ^/»«,"— [The  icoltmafler,  1571.  p.  ai.] 

(h)  "  Quecnc  Elizabeth,  a  Princt^  that  if  Plutarch  were 
«  now  alive  to  "write  lyvcsby  parallells,  would  trouble  him 
«  to  find  for  her  a  paralL-U  among  women." 

[Advancement  of  Learning.     Ed.  1605,  p.  35.] 

'"-  -  —  darkneis. 
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darknefsi  and  confufion,  introduced  into  writ-' 
ing,  in  the  days  of  Shakfpeare,  by  the  fre-" 
quent  ufe  of  the  -  maiculine  pronoun  his  in- 
ftead  of  the  neuter  demonftrative,  it  (o).  But, 
of  thefe  fonnets,  I  have  not  undertaken  to 
clear  the  obfcure,  to  reconcile  the  difcrepant,- 
or  to  difentanglc  the  knotty.  When  Shak- 
fpeare draws  his  topics  of  praife  from  mcta-i 
phyfics,  he  is,  like  other  metaphyficians,  cold, 
dark,  and  unintelligible.  Happy  !  had  John- 
fon  criticifed  Shakfpeare,  as  a  metaphyfical 
poet,  rather  than  Cowley,  or  Donne.  But, 
this  is  lefs  to  be  regretted,  conjidering  into 
•whfe  bands  the  tajk  was  tafall:~~\n  xhcfolio 
life  of  our  illuftrious  dramatift,  Mr.  Malonc 
will,  no  doubt,  find  room  for  a  particular 
chapter,  in  which  **  to  car  fo  barren  a  land  ■" 
barren,  becaufe  hitherto  uncultivated.  As  for 
me ;  it  is  fuihcient,  that  I  maintain  my  great 
pofition,  that  ihcfugr'd fonnets  were  addref- 
fcd  by  Shakfpeare  to  Elizabeth,  whom  the 
greateft  philologifts,  and  philofophers,  of  her 

[»)  With  a  view  to  this  pcunt,  read  the  fifft,  fonnet  of. 
Shakfpeare,  in  Ma],  Sup',  vol,  L  p.  581 : 
From  faircft  creacuret  we  defire  increafe. 
That,  thereby,  beauties  re/i  might  never  die ; 

'  B-jt,  that  the  riper  (hould,  by  time  decrenfe, 
ii'i  [its}  teadcr  heir  might  bear  hit  [itj]  memory. 

E  3  reign, 
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reign*   addfvflfd  both  as   a  male,  and  Je- 
male. 

Knowing  the  paiSpns  of  Elizabeth,  and 
willing  to  gratify  them,  Shakfpeare  opens  hiif 
purpofe,  'm  his  firft  fonnet,  by  a  diretfl  ad- 
drefs  to  the  great  objcft  of  his  flattery  : 

«  Thou,  dut  art  now  Ae  woiid's  Irdh  onumen^ 
**  And  enfy  herald  to  ^t  gaaJy  faring. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  beauty,  or  ce- 
lebrity, of  the-  Warvfickfhire  lafles,  in  that 
age,  I  doubt,  whether  the  prettieft  of  them 
could  properly  be  called  the  world" sfrefi  oma^ 
tnentt  atid  onfy  herald  to  the  gaudy  j^ring.  Our  ■ 
panegyrift  goes  on,  in  his  fecond  fonnet>  to 
praife  his  lovp,  as  the  heir  of  perpetual 
youth;  as  the  objed  of  univerial  admira- 
tion: 

•*  When  forty  winters  fliall  befiege  thy  brow, 
**  And  djg  deep  trenches  in  thy  beauties'  field, 
•*  Thy  youth's  pR>u4  livery,  f*  gta'd  m  nowy 
<•  Will  beatatter'dwecdoflaullworthbeld(^}. 

Queen  Elizabeth  was  certainly  fof^r,  in  the 
year  1573  >  and  was  probably  more  than  fifQr* 

if)  He  repeats  this  topic  of  fitttcry,  from  univerfal  ad' 
miration,  in  die  5th  fonnet : 

"  The  lorely  gaze,  where  etrery  eye  doth  dwcH." 
But,  no  Warwicldhire  girl  could  merit  die  praife,  nor  any 
Wanrickflure  poet  feign  this  unirerlality  of  admiiation, 
with  r«rpe£t  k>  a  htal  beau^.. 

at 
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«t  die  epoch,  of  tbis  panegyric :  Bttt»  tbu  ob- 
jedion,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  does  not  ftiike 
Trith  the  iame  foipce,  as  when  applwd  tcr  other 
women  of  inferior  rank,  and  of  lefs  afie^a- 
tion,  in  their  daily  habits.  At  the  age  of  ffxty, 
Elizabeth  was  commonly  addrelTed  by  mi- 
niftere.  and  ambailadorsi  as  an  Angei,  as  a  God- 
difi  {q)  :  Moreover,  lord  Orford  has  proVed» 
that  Elizabeth  dawnced,  when  fhe  was  ^xty-- 
eight  i  and  from  this  circumftance,  he  reafon- 
ably  inferred,  that  it  was  equally  natural  for 
her  to  be  in  love,  as  to  dawnce,  at  fo  advanced 
an  age.  In  profecution  of  his  topic  of  praife. 
&om  her  youth*  and  beauty,  Shakfpeare,  with 
great  addrefs,  holds  up  to  her,  in  his  third 
fonnet,  a  mirrour,  which  might  recal,  by  a 
retrofpet^ive  image,  very  agreeable  fenfa- 
tions :  ^- 

«  Thau  art  thy  tmthtr's  glaji,  and  (he,  in  thc^ 
*'  Calls  back  the  lovely  April  of  her  prime." 

But,  it  was  in  his  (eventh  ibnnet,  that  he 
gave  to  her,  and  left  to  us,  an  uodoubt- 

(y)  Wheo  flie  vmjixtj-feveny  Veriken,  die  D(Nch.atn- 
haS^QTy  told  her  at  his  audience,  <*  that  be  had  longed  to 
**  undertake  that  vnyaje  to  fee  her  majclty,  who  for  bteufj 
•^  and  wifdom  excelled  all  other  princes  of  the  world." 
[Cat.  of  Royal,  aud  Noble,  Audiors,  vol.  i.  140.] 

E  4  cd 
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ed  Ipecimen  of  real  poetry,  and  of  genuintf 
praiib. 

*<  Lo !  in  Ae  ecieiit,  vrtien  the  gncioiu  lig^t 

**  Lifts  up  his  burning  bead,  each  tmder  eye 
**  Dotfa  homage  to  hia  oew-appearing  fight ; 

**  Serving  with  IckAs  his  facred  majefty : 
"  Aiid,  having  clhnb'd  the  fteep-up  heavenly  hill, 
**  Refembling  ftrong  youth,  in  hii  middle  agej 
**  Yet,  mortal  looks  aiiorc  his  beauty  flill, 
"  Attending  on  bis  golden  pilgrimage : 
**  But,  when  from  highmofl  pitch,  with  weary  caTj 
'  **  Lilce  feeble  age,  he  reeleth  from  the  day, 
**  The  eye's,  'fore  duteous,  new  converted  are 
I  *'  From  bis  low  tra£t,,and  loolc  aootber  way: 

^  So  thou,  tbyielf  outgoing  in  diy  noon, 
**  Unlook'd  on,  dieft,  unlcfs  thou  get  a  ton." 
He  defcerids  from  thU  &igil>e^  pkcbt  and 
woes,  her  to  marriage,  in  fais  eighth  fonnet, 
by  allu0on8  to  mufic  j  from  the  true  concord 
of  well-tuned  founds^  hy  unions  married.  And, 
in  his  ninth  fonnet,  he  remonllratcs : 

*'  Is  it  for  fear  to  wet  a  widow's  eye, 

"  That  thou  eonfum'ft  thyfelf  in  Angle  life} 
**  Ah  I  if  thou  iflucIeA  (halt  bap  to  die, 

**  Thefivr^UM;?ltw(Vf^^,  lilce  aitiakdels  wife} 
**  The  world  will  be  thy  widow,  and  ftill  weep, 

<*  That  thou  no  form  t^tbee  haft  lef^  bdiiod, 
**  When  every  private  widow  well  may  keep, 

"  By  children's  eye*,  her  huiband's  Oiape  in  mind, 

I  might  here  cbfe  my  proofe.     A  Warwick- 

ihirc  wen^b,  hov/evct  f>ret/y,  and  witty,  would 

fcarceljr 
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fcarcdy  have  been  bewaOed  by  the  worlds  had 
£he  died  iffuelels :  And,  fhe  would  have  been, 
by  the  lofs  of  her  hu(band>  as  iar  from  being 
a  public  widow,  as  Elizabeth  would  have  been 
a  private  widow,  by  the  demife  of  *'  a  leeS- 
•'  wijbed  king."  But,  the  fubjeft  is  curious 
for  its  novehy,  and  the  argument  is  important ' 
for  its  inferences :  and,  I  will,  there&re,  ex- 
hibit Shakfpeare,  as  a  woer,  in  fome  other 
lights.  He  courts  Elizabeth,  in  his  tenth 
fonnet,  by  afluring  her,  tbatjhe  was  beloved  ly 
many;  and  he  conjured  her  to  be,  "as  thy 
"  prefence  w,  gracious,  and  kind."  Inhis  ec- 
ftafy,  he  fancies,  that  flie  had  given  herfelf  to 
her  adorer,  as  "a  hit  gift:"  But,  awaking 
from  his  reverie,  he  cries  out: 

**  Thus  have  I  had  thee,  as  a  drcun  doth  flatter, 
**  In  fleip  a  King  (r)  "  .      .  .         .  ." 

Propriety  could  never  have  uled  fuch  £ompIi~ 
menu  to  knitters  i'  th'/un.  In  the  feventecnth 
fonbet,  he-breaks  out  in  a^e  pbretmyt  to  praife 
the  prefent,  and  to  prophecy  of  the  future: 

"  Who  wUI  believe  mj  verfe  in  tioM  to  come, 
**  If  it  were  filled  mth  jvvr  mafi  high  itjtruf 

(r)  See  the  87th  fonnet;  and  fee  the  iifth  fonnet: 

**  Orwheiherdothmy  mind,  being  crown'd  with  yoo,  . 

^  Drinic  up  the  meaarcb'i plague,  this  flattery: 

**  -  ■  —  ■ '     ■,  tis  flattery  in  my  feeing, 

**  An4  in^  great  mnd  mofi  kingly  diinks  it  up.'* 

«  Thougk 
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"  Though  heswn  yet  kAowt,  it  is  but  ai  a  tomb, 
"  Which  bidti  year  lifty  and  Jhtws  tut  ia/fjtur  partt. 
**  If  [  could  write  the  beauty  of  your  eyes, 
**  And,  in  frefti  numbers,  number  zll  your  graces, 
**  The  age  to  come  would  fay,  this  ^tliesj 
.  «  Such  heavenly  touches  ne'er  touch'd  earthly  fiices: 
"  So  Ibould  my  papery  ftllnv'd  with  their  age, 
"  Be/com'd,  Hit  eld  rtun  rf  Ufi  truth,  than  tangue; 
"  And,  your  true  rights  be  term'd  a  poet's  rage, 
'^  A  firetcbed  metre  of  an  antique  fong: 
**  But,  were  fome  ^ild  of  your's  alive,  tJiat  time, 
**  You  Cbould  lire  twice  i  in  it,  utd  in  my  rbime." 

Sbakfpearc  was  not  only  p«flel^d  of  poetic 
irenz^»  but  enjoyed  a  quality,  whereof  he  has 
not  hitherto  been  fufpeftcd,  tha  fecond^gkii 
He  not  only  knew,  that  Elizabeth,  the  mdjier^ 
mijirefs  of  his  paffion.  would  die  tfuelefs ;  but^ 
heforelawthe  &teof  his  "Miscellaneq.ms 
"  Paper*  j"  and  that  they  would,  though 
yellowed  •with  their  age,  htfcornedt  like  otd  men 
of  left  trutby  than  tongue.    Becoming  more 
reafbn&ble,  in    his    nine^-fixth   fonnet.  he 
calmly  defcribes  Elizabeth,  in  fuch  explicit 
terms,  as  to  remove  even  the  doubts  of  fcep- 
tidfm: 
*■  Some  lay  thy  lault  is  youth,  lame  wantonnelsi 
**  Some  lay  thy  grace  is  youth,  and  gentle  Iport; 
**  Both  grace,  and  &ul(s,  are  lov'd  of  more  and  Ids : 
«  Thou  mak'll  faults  graces,  that  to  thee  refort; 
"  PiS  on  the  finger  of  a  tbraned  quetn 
"  The  bafeji  jewel  will  be  well  efittm'di 

ft  So 
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•<  So  arc  tbeji  trrers,  that  in  thee  are  fien, 

«  To  (r/ffitf  tranjhted.,  and  for  true  things  deem'd. 

**  How  many  gazers  mighfllthou  lead  away, 

«  ^tbauwauldyiufe  tbtfrtngth  ef  all  thj Jiate  {t). 

While 

(;)  Let  the  curious  reader,  laying  allde  his  prepoflefEon, 
advert  to  feveral  expreffions,  which  are  fbattered,  by  Sbak- 
fpeafc,  through  his  fonnets,  with  a  lavifh  hand.  In  die  33d 
Ibnnet,  he  (ays,  "  who  plead  for  love^and  Uoifor  rtcumpmct." 
from  whom  could  he  look  for  rccompence,  but  from  Eliza- 
beth Ma  the  23th  iwnet  he  talks  of  thofcj  who  boaft  otfiA- 
!it  honaurt  and  frgud  tiilis ;  and  hints^  tb^t  fortuni  had 
honed  blm  of  Jiicb  triumphs :  yet^  conlbiss  himfelf  ynii 
lecoUeiUng  the  fate  of  great  princet  favonriui,  who,  at  % 
JratuM,  oft  in  tbetr  glory  die.  In  the  31ft  fonncT,  he  flatten 
ber,  by  &ying,  "  thy  bolbin  is  endeared  with  all  hearts.'' 
In  the  36th  fonnet,  he  bewails  bit  fituathm  i  as  it  might 
prerent  her  from  haniurmg  him  with  her  fiM(  iindntfi^ 
In  the  37th  ibnnet,  he  gives  her  prc-cmiiietice  of  beauty^ 
iirtbj  ivtaltb,  and  wit:  And  in  the '  the  ' 38th  fmnet,  be 
be^hteps  diis  panegyric,  by  fuggefling,  that  her  accom- 
pliOunents  were  tea  excelUnt,  for  every  vulgar  paper  to  rt- 
ktarfr.  After  ^e^king  of  her Jmv^,  apd  ^MM^  in  the  jjd 
^oacf^t^  addsj  **i((i4jffN  in  evfi7A^^(^./!w;^'>  weknow:** 
^e  tben  ^^  of  t^e  imiytrjtlity  of  her  praifw,  in  the  69(11 
Saaaeti  and  [irof^ieqeft  ^  the  ittrnity  of  her  celebrations,  in 
^  SStbt  aod  59^  (bnnets;  All  toi^ues,  he  t^i  commend 
her  tutwardi  but,  even  her  foes  commend  the  beauty  of  ber 
mSady  which  they  mea/ure,  by  J>er  dttds.  [See  the  69th  iba- 
net]-  He  ^erwards  adds }  that  (he  is  a&fair  in  intwUJge, 
IS  in  hue.  [See  the  Sad  fonnet]  He  then  reca]s  his  /cr- 
ge^il  nuife,  and  bids  her  in  his  looth  fonnet,  "  fing  to  the 
**  car  diat  doth  thy  lays  efteem,  and  gives  thy  pen  both 
*t  flcill  and  ai^jumcnt,"   Who«vet  will  cwifider,  attentively, 

thoii; 
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While  Elizabeth  hath  fuch  ftrong  preten- 
fions  to  the  honour  of  Shakfpeare's  panegyric, 
Mr.  Malone,  and  his  coadjutors,  have  been 
wholly  unable*  to  name  either  man,  or  woman, 
who  could .  reafonably  pretend  to  rival  claims. 
With  fuch  quicknefe  of  thought,  does  the 
poet  g/atice  from  earth  to  hetmett,  that  my 
**  heavy  ignorance"  cannot  follow  him.  In 
his  flights,  he  points  indeed  fometimes  at  a 
D^an,  and  often  at  a  woman  j  yet  he  generally 
refts,  at  laft,  on  '*  his  fair  fubjedJi" — "  finding 
"  her  worth  a  limit  paft  his  praifc."  One 
hundred  and  twenty  of  thofe  fonnets  are  fup- 
poied,  though  without  fufficienf  proof,  to  be 
addreiiied  to  a  (/)  friend ;  and  are  reprobatedi 
though  without  adequate  caufe,  as  profelHng 
too  much  Igve'.to  he  addrefled  ta  a  man,  (u) 
'      ,  ,  When 

thole  apiHOpriite  topics  muft  perceiTCt  I  diink,  that  thc]f 
^uld  have  been  addreflcd  to  no  other  pcribnage,  than  £li- 
aobeth,  «4io  is  either  particularly  delcrihedi  or  often  alluded 
to,  through  one  hundred  and  lifty-four  fonnets. 

{t)  Mr,  Malone  might  have  Teen  in  Howard's  Collec- 
tions, p.  521,  "  An  original  love-letter  of  Sir  George  Hay- 
ward,  which  was  written,  in  1 550,  and  begins,  "  My  dereft 
"  friend,  my  fecond  felf,  nay  my  infeparable  felfi  and  ends 
"  your  aiFefiionated  and  true  friend," 

(h)  Tn  Fenn's  letters,  voL  ii.  p.  355,  Mr.  Malone  might 

hive  feen  the  Duke  of  Norfolk}  wfaen  writii^  to  John' 

Pafton, 
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When  the  admirers  of  Shakfpeare  come  to 
pefccive>  that  his  fonnets  were  addreflcd  to 
Elizabeth,  they  will  be  happy  ro  find,  that  tha 
fKKt  was  incapable  of  fuch  grofsncfs.  The 
fad  is,  that  Shakfpeare,  knowing  the  voracity 
of  Elizabeth,  determined  to  gorge  her  with 
praife.  In  executing  his  purpofe,  "  Ae  ex- 
'•  baujled  •worlds,  and  then  imagirid  new." 
Ought  we  to  wonder  that,  in  performing  this 
great  operation,  he  fhould  confound  the  fexes  ^ 
Let  us  appeal  to  the  trutbt  which  is  always 
the  beft  j  uftiiication :  He 'knew  the  mighty 
Qh]e€t  of  his  adoration  to  be  of  a  very  mixed 
fiaple:  and  he  addreflcd  her,  as  Spcnfer,  Ra- 
leigh, and  Bacon  had  addre0ed  her  before, 
both  as  a  princefs,  and  a  princcj  as  a  heroine, 

Pafttm,  in  1485)  conclude  his  lecter,  "  your  lover, 
*<  J.  Norfolk."  Mr.  Malone  might  have  perufed  in  che 
Cabala,  p.  213,  the  following  Lore-letter  from  the  £ail  of 
Eflcx  to  Mr.  Secretary  Davifun :  **  As  at  my  departure,  lb 
**  upon  my  return,  I  muft  needs  lalute  you,  as  one,  whom 
"  then,  and  now,  and  ever,  I  mull  Iwt  vtrj  much  1  I  would 
<*  gladly  fee  you,  but  I  am  tied  here  a  while ;  when  I  may 
n  have  occafion  to  ihew  ntj  Itvt  tt  jsu-,  I  will  do  more  than 
*>  I  now  promife.  In  the  mean  time,  wiQiing  you  that 
**  happinds,  which  men,  in  this  world,  ought  to  feek,  I  uke 
**  my  leave,  your  affuraJ  iriend,  R.  tff;x."— [There  are 
in  the  Cabala,  p.  213— 15,  other  letters  of  the  Earl  of 
EHex  to  Mr.  Secretary  Davifon,  which  are  all  written  in  a 
Umilar  {train  of /K/fj. 

and 
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and  ft  hero  ;  as  an  angel,  and  a  goddefs ;  at 
Adonis,  and  Helen  Iv).  Knowing  her  pa^ 
tiencc,  while  liftening  to  panegyric,  Shakfpcare 
detelmined,  with  the  relblution  of  his  own 
Dogberry,  to  beftow  his  tcboU  tedaufnefs  upon  ' 
her,  if  he  were  as  tedious  as  a  king  (w). 

He  felt,  indeed,  fome  moments  of  weari- 
liels ;  and  feared,  at  times,  the  power  of  a 
rival.  We  may  learn  thefe  fnAs,  from  what 
he  admits  himfelf,  when  he  cries  out,  in  his 
eightieth  fonnet: 

«  Of  howlfitint,  whenlofyoudo  write; 
*^  Knowing  a  htttir  fp'irit  dotti  uTe  your  name, 
"  A  nd  in  the  praile  thereof  jpends  all  his  mighty 
"  To  make  me  tongire-ty'd,  Ipeaking  of  your  fame: 
«  But>  fiacc  your  worthy  (wide  as  the  oceaii  is) 
"  The  humble,  as  die  proudeft  fail  doth  besr, 
**  My  fancy  bark,  inferior  far  to  his, 
**  On  jnr  iraad  mairty  doth  wilfully  ippezt, 

(v)  In  her  lafl  progrcfe,  at  Sir  Henry  Leighe's,  (he  Queen 
was  received  with  a  Dialogue,  between  Conflamie,  and  In- 
(Otifianeit.  C()n/?iinri> addrelfes  her :  "moft  excellent:  (ball 
*t  I  fay  Lndy,  or  Goidtjfe  F  whom  I  {ho  jld  envie  to  be  but 
'^  a  lady,  and  Cannot  denie  Co  have  the  power  of  a  guUt^," 
[See  Jht  Phanix  Nifl,  1593,  p.  16]. 

(tc)  Headdrcfled  to  her  154  foonets  of  14  tines  each, 
which,  of  courfe,  amounted  to  2156  lines,  in  praife  of  her 
beiuity,  and  acccmplifiimcn^  without  once  touching  her 
^tmnunty  which  he  knew  would  rouze  her  political 
jealouiy,  and  oSetid  a^;ainft  hca*  pr§ragativei  wbidi  flie 
^Eemed  facred. 

••Your 
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**  Your  Iballowcft  hdp  will  bold  me  up  a&oat^ 
"  Vfbil&heafonyowffundlifideepdoxhiiie: 
**  Or,  being  wreck'd,  I  am  a  wonhlcls  boaT> 
**  Hea/tf/ZAn/Ww;,  and  of  goodly  pride: 
**  Then,  i/hg  tbrrvft  and  I  be  cuft  away, 
**  Tbcworft  was  this;  my  love  was  my  decay." 

It  would  gratify  a  reafonablc  curiolity  to 
know  what  ieiier  Sprite  it  were,  of  whom 
Shakfpeare  feared  the  fuperiority,  and  envied 
the  fuccefs.  Mr.  Maloiie  has  fuggcAed,  that 
it  was  (x)  Spcnfcr,  who  was  then  in  the  ze- 
-  nith  of  his  reputation  \  who  had  reared,  in 
1590,  the  Fairie  Queen,  as  "a tall  building," 
to  eternize  her  name :  And,  Mr.  Malone  has 
diligently  fhewn,  by  having  ranfacked  the 
records,  that  Spenfer  had  a  penfitMi  from  Eli- 
aabeth,  contrary  to  the  idle  fuppofitions  of  his 
biographers.  Now,  thefe  fa^^s  are  in  them- 
fclves  fofficient,  to  confirm  the  probability, 
tbat  Shakfpeare  addrcffed  his  fonnets  to  EU- 
betli,  in  emulation  of  Spenfer,  and  in  hopes  of 
tbrhingt  as  he  had  thriven.  Yet,  the  reafon- 
ing  of  Mr.  Maloae,  "  that  there  was  certainly 
**  no  poet  in  his  own  time  with  whom  he 
**  needed  to  have  feared  a  comparifon,"  is 
not,  I  think,  conclufive.  He  does  not,  fuf- 
ficiently,  carry  his  mind  back  to  the  pcrfons, 
and  things,  of  that  time;  aind  be  does  not, 

{x)  Supplement,  *vd.i.  p*645. 

properly, 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


6^  Jm  APOLOGY    [Qubrm  ELlzABtrns 

properly,  bring  in  experience  to  the  aid  of  his 
recoUedtiOn.   We  all  know,  that  the  wretched 
Settle  was  the  rival  of  the  mighty  Drydcn  j 
who,  for  a  time,  both  feared,  and  hated  him. 
And,  Shakfpeare,  Who  appears  to  have  been 
ihodeft  by  nature,  may  have  been  tongue-iyed, 
by  fome  petty  poet,  before  he  had  been  flat- 
tered, by  pralfe,  to  think  highly  of  his  own 
performances.     As  Settle  was  a  court-poet  for 
a  while,  in  oppofitioil  to  Dryden,  was   not 
Churchyard  a  court-poet,  in  like  oppofiticii  to 
Shakfpeare  ?     The  Queen  fpent   her  New- 
year's-day  of  I  59t,  at  Hampton-Court y  when, 
and  where.  Churchyard   prefented    her  "  A 
•*  pkafant  Conceite,"  penned  in  verfe  {y}.    He 
felicitated  himfelf,  in  the  following  terms  i 
**  Theboofc,  I  call'dof  latem)ri/«ar(7i/iVu, 
**  Is  now  become  mjr  welcome  hwnc  moft  kind ; 
'*  For,  Ch'd  mifhapg  are  heal'd  vn^fartunt  iMf, 
**  That  brings  3  balme  tacurei  to  cure  a  wounded  miad. 
**  From  GoiJ,  and  Prince-,  I  now  luch  favour  find, 
«*  That  full  afloat  my  ySif  it  rydes, 
**  At  anchorhold  againji  all  ebecking  tyiei" 

(y)  It  was  printed,  for  Wardc,  in  1593.  There  is  « 
Dedication  to  the  Queen;  "which  Plea/ant  Conctittj'  he 
tells  her,  « I  have  prefumed  (this  Newyear's  day)  to  prefent 
**  to  your  Majefty,  in  fign,  and  token,  that  your  gracious 
''  gobdnels  towards  me  oftentimes  (and  chiefly  now  for  my- 
**  pinfen)  fhall  never  go  out  of  my  remembrance."  [See 
that  very  curtous  book,  Nichols's  PfogreflieB  of  Qyecn 
Klizabeth.]. 

The 
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The  time,  the  place,  the  parties,  the  penfioo, 
the  fc'itune  new,  the  prince,  the  Jhip,  riding 
at  anchor,  on  the  broad  main  of  Elizabeth, 
againft  checking  tides j  aie  all,  furely,  ftriking 
Coincidences  (z).  Raleigh  was  the  patron 
both  of  Spcnfer,  and  of  Churchyard  :  Hatton 
was  alfo  the  patron  of  Churchyard.  Why 
Churchyard  fliouM  hatfe  been  preferred,  at 
court,  to  ShakfpCare,  it  is  vain  to  enquire  the 

[%)  From  the  notices  of  Woodj  in  the  Athens,  Oxon* 
to),  i.  p.  31"^  a  life  of  Thomas  Cburchjard  might  be  writ- 
ten. He  was  born  at  Shrewsbury;  and  lived,  and  fought, 
AbA  wrote,  and  fufFered  hardOiips,  in  the  reigils  of  Edward  6, 
Maty,  and  Elizabeth.  During  the  iaft  of  thefe  reigns,  he 
fiimUbed  the  court  with  many  Interiudes,  or  other  CenteiUt^ 
for  the  Queen's  divertifement.  He  wrote,  as  is  well  known^ 
^t  Ifartbinti  e/  IValts.,  which,  forming  part  of  ShaJdpeare's 
library,  may  be  fcen,  at  this  day,  in  Norfollc-ftrect,  with  the 
name,  and  notes,  of  the  great  dramatift,  written  in  many 
parts  fA  it,  in  a  hit  hand,  and  genuine  chara3erj  to  the  utter 
defiance  of  all  Iceptics^  upon  the  point  of  their  authenticity. 
Churchyard  died  poor,  lays  Wood;  and  is  buried  near  the 
famous  poet,  John  Skelton.  in  the  choir  of  St.  Margaret's 
diurch,  Weflminftcr-  His  epitaph  is  in  Wearcrj  497.  But, 
none  of  the  biographers  can  tell,  when  he  died.  By  inlped- 
ing  the  parifh  regifter,  I  found,  that  Mr,  Thomas  Church* 
yard  was  buried,  on  the  4th  of  April  1604.  On  obferving 
a  >c  before  his  name,  I  afked  the  meaning  of  the  crofs:  the 
derk,  with  the  importance^  which  is  hereditary  in  the  family 
of  partlh-clerks,  informed  me,  that  it  was  a  niarlc  of  imi-^ 
nmce  i  as,  indeeil,  the  prefixed  Mtfttr  plainly  confirms. 

F  cauic. 
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caufe,  and  ufelcfs  to  regret  the  cffcfl.  Our 
great  dramatjft,  probably,  injured  himfelf  by 
paying  fuch  frequent  court  to  Lord  Southamp- 
ton, who  bad  not  the  intereft,  daring  Eliza- 
beth's reign,  to  procure  for  him  the  fmalleil 
favour.  Whether  it  were  Speivfer,  or  Church- 
yard, who  roufed  the  emulation  of  Shakfpeare, 
they  both  looked  to  Elizabeth,  as  the  fun  of 
their  worfliip  :  And,  from  this  circuoiilance, 
we  may  prefume,  that  he,  too,  muft  have 
pointed  to  that  great  luminary,  as  the  had^ 
Jiorte  of  "his  heart,  and  loadjlarre  of  his  eyes. 

I  have  now  clofed  the  proofs,  which  have 
convinced  me,  that  the  fonnets  of  Shakfpeare 
were  addreifed  by  him  to  Elizabeth.  The 
ftrong  preflimption,  which  is  fet  up  by  thofc 
proofs,  cannot  be  deftroyed,  but  by  proofs  of 
greater  weight,  that  would  carry  with  them  a^ 
contrary  perfucfion. 

The  believers,  who  recognized,  in  the  fugr'd 
Jbnnets,  the preftje  ver/es,  of  Shakfpeare,  natu- 
rally inferred,  from  the  plaineft  principles  of 
common  fenfe,  that,  as  Elizabeth  bad  given< 
pcnfions  to  other  poets  for  lefs  prettye  verjes^ 
flic  might,  probably,  have  fent  a  Utter  of 
compliment  to  Majierre  Wtliiam,  onne  tbeyre 
greate  excellence.  The  believers  knew,  more- 
over, that  the  prcfumption,  which  arofe  from 

the 
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thedi^tes  of  common  fenfe,  was  ftrcngthen- 
ed,  by  collateral  evidence.  And  they  rccol- 
ledfed,  what  Mr.  Malone  feems  to  have  for- 
gotten, an  additional  proof  in  Otway's  Pra- 
iogue  to  his  Caius  Marias.' 

**  Our  Shakfpeare  wrote  too  in  an  agt  as  tUjIy 
**  The  hippirft  poet  of  his  time,  and  beft; 
"  A  gracious  prhtct'i  favour  cheer'd  his  mufe, 
«  A  conftant  favour  he  ne'er  fear'd  to  lofe  {a)." 

Yet,  neither  a  ftrong  prefumption,  nor  col- 
lateral evidence,  will  fatisfy  the  public  accufer, 
without  rigid  dcmonftration.  One  of  his  great 
objeiflions,  indeed,  is,  that  this  epiille  had  an 
archetype t  after  which  it  was  formed  [6),  On 
the  contrary,  the  believers  reafonably  infer- 
red, that>  lince  an  archetype  had  exifled,  a 
copy  might  probably  be  produced  j  and,  fmce 
a  precedent  of  fuch  a  letter  had  been  (hown, 
Elizabeth's  letter  might  fairly  be  admitted,  ac- 

(tf)  Mai.  Sh^C  vol.  it  p^  217.— Otway  lived  at  an 
cpock,  when  fuch  anecdotes  -were  ftill  remembered.  Ths 
khjftd  age  was  plainly  the  happy  reign  of  Elizabeth,  who  is, 
with  great  propriety,  called  by  Otivay,  as  (he  had  been  called 
by  ShalcTpearc,  a  graeiaus  prince.  Churchyard,  we  may 
rcCoJleft,  called  her  a  princi^  in  his  dedication  to  her :  Alld, 
Eliaabetfa  calls  hcrfelf  a^n'fler,  in  her  letter  to  Lady  Paget.—* 
Mai.  Inquiry,  p.  114. 

(i)  Inquiry,  27  ;— "  A  model,"  (ays  he, with  pattirft- 
ntfsy  ''  either  now  exifling  or  wbkb  once  exilled,  on  which 
*'Jt  has  been  conftni Aedi" 

F  2  Cording 
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cording  t6  the  eftabllfhed  praAice,  as  a  genuine! 
document. 

But,  this  logic  the  public  accufer  does  not 
admit  into  his  code.  The  prefumption,  arif- 
ing  from  the  probability  j  the  collateral  evi- 
dence, growing  out  of  the  fcenic  hiftory ; 
the  archetype  for  the  copyj  and  the  precedent 
for  the  pradice;  ai^  all  difrcgarded  by  our 
logical  inquirer,  as  fupplying  lefs  evidence* 
than  rigid  demonilration.  He  thinks  it  fuf- 
ficient,  in  that  (c)  difregard,  "  merely  to 
"  contraft  the  orthography  of  this,  and  the 
"  other,  papers  with  the  fpelling  of  Eliza- 
"  beth  herfelf,  or  any  other  writers  of  her 
**  age."  In  profecution  of  this  thought,  he 
deems  it  equally  reafonable,  to  contraft  manu- 
fcripts,  which  exhibit  the  orthography  of  the 
party,  with  books,  that  generally  ihow  the 
fpelling  of  the  printer.  In  purfuance  of  this 
reafonir^,  he  fuppofes  what  he  ought  to  prove  i 
nay,  he  alTumes  what  he  has  difproved,  viz. 
that  the  orthography  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
was  uniform  in  its  pradlice,  and  fyftematic  ia 
its  principle.  And,  in  order  to  entitle  him- 
felf,  as  a  fair  logician,  to  reafon  from  the  uni^ 
formiiy  of  fpelling ;  and  fo,  to  prove  the  fpu- 
riouihefs  of  Elizabeth's  cpiftle,  from  its  want 

(0  Inquiry,  p.31.33. 

of 
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of  conformity  to  the  fettled  rule,  he  quotes  a 
thoufand  paflages  of  (^)  books,  from  the  epoch 
of  Chaucer  to  the  days  of  Norden,  which  de- 
monftrate,  that  there  was,  in'  thofe  times,  no 
ftttled  rule,  and  no  uniformity  of  praftice,  in 
the  phrafeology  of  the  Englifli  language.  If 
there  were  no  fettled  rule,  there  could  be  then 
no  ftandard  of  uniform  praiftice  ;  and  if  there 
were  no  uniform  pra<ftice,  there  could  never  be 
any  deviation  from  the  eftablilhed  phrafeology. 
The  public  accufer,  who  is  continually  mif- 
taking  ajfumpttons  for  proofs,  proceeds,  how- 
ever, a  ftep  further.  He  contrafts  letters  of 
'Elizabeth,  in  the  Mufeum,  with  her  letter,  in 
Norfolk-ftreet ;  in  -order  to  fliow  confifiency  in 
her  fpelling,  and,  at  the  fame  moment,  to 
fltow  difcrepancy,  between  the  genuine  let- 
ters, and  the  pretended  epiflle.  But,  was  fhe 
confiftent,  in  her  own  pra<Sice  ?  Without  at- 
tending to  tbefaSi,  he  has  attempted  to  anfwer 
this  queiHon,  by  fliowing  her  learning,  from 
her  fpeaking  many  tongues  j  as  \i  Jjteakingt 
and  writing,  languages  were  not  very  diftinft 
qoalities  j  as  if  millions,  at  this  day,  did  not 

{J)  See  the  various  quotatioos,  which,  without  gntifyr 
ing  curiojtty,  only  prove,  that  there  was  not  then  foiy  lettjed 
•Obograijtiy:  Inquiry,  35  to  69. 

F  3  fpeak 
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fpeak  Eagli/b»  who  cannot  write  it,  accu- 
rately. He  has,  indeed,  been  perfuaded  to 
Oiake  another  move  in  this  game  of  draughts, 
contrary  to  his  better  judgment ;  He  was,  in 
this  manner,  induced  to  publifh  a  tahky  from 
^cfcbeme  of  a  friend,  in  order  to  eftablifli  the 
cofififtency  of  the  queen's  orthography;  though 
this  fcheme,  and  that  table,  are  mcmJifieiU 
with  his  own  documents  (f). 
■  I  will,  now,  proceed  to  prove,  from  the 
public  accufer's  awn  Jbewiftgy  that  the  ortho- 
graphy of  Elizabeth  w^  not  formed  on  any 
fettled  principle,  nor  ufed  accopi^ing  to  any 
regular  praiSice.  In  herlett^rtoLordSbrewf- 
bury,  fhe  writes  {/)  :  "  Let  no  grief  touchc 
"  your  barte  for  fcar  of  my  difeafa  fpf  I  aflbre 
"  you  if  my  creadit  w^  not  greater  than  ray 
"  ihewc^^w  is  no  beholdar  wo/d.  IteUve  that 
"  ever  I  had  hin  touched  \vith  futhe  a  Eaala« 
*'  dye."  In  this  Ihoft  piffage,  I  propofe  to 
ihow  a  contrariety  in  the-  fp^Uiitg^  by  tbc  pen 
pf  Elizabeth,  in  no  fewer  than  eight  words* 
In  another  of  her  letters  to  the  fame  Lar4 
Shrewfbury,  fhe  fays  (g):   "  How  lptl>  we  we 

(/)  Compare  Mai,  Intjiury,  p.  74,  with  p.  1 J3- 14. 
{/)  Iixjuiry,  113. 

ii)  Lwlge's  II.  vol.  iii.  112.    In  Mur^,  iS5i  fi»  M 
P  benlily  wiflj." 


r^Einzlaoy  Google 


AM«  MIR  Lbttsi.}  jW  (A*  be  LI  EVERS.  ji 

'*  to  burden  o'  own  fubjefls  w'*  charges  o' 
f  ovm  6art  doth  know  bcft."  In  a  letter  to 
her  ambafladors,  flie  has  "wherewith  they 
*.*  were  much  fatisfied  {&)."  In  the  fame 
letter  ihe  fpcaks  of  "  our  gref  feal,"  in- 
ftcad  of  greatar  feal.  She  tells  her  amhaf- 
fadois.  in  the  fame  letter,  "  there  was  no  ar- 
**  ticle.  ne  covenant  in  the  treatye  (/)."  In 
oppofition  to  wold  beleve^  in  one  page,  ftic 
utters  would  wilh,  in  th?  next  (J) :  And,  ihc 
advifes  Sir  Harry  Sydney,  in  thcfe  words : 
**  Belive  not,  fl>og6  [i)  the  fwere  that  th^ 
"  can  be  ful  found,  whofe  parents  foght  the 
•*  rule  that  the  full  fayne  would  have."  This 
quotation,  which  is  taken  from  one  of  Mr. 
Malonc's  authorities,  is  full  of  the  contrarieties 
of  the  confident  Queen  Befs :  Belive  for  beleve, 
the  iiii  they,  ful  for  full,  would  in  place  of 
wold.  Inflead  of  had  bin  touched,  which  ihe 
tells  Shrewlbury  file  had  not  3m,  hy  the  imall- 
pox,    flic  aflures   Sydney  that,    Prometheus 

(i)  Forbes'i  State  Letten,  toI.  I.  p.  109. 

((}  In  the  lame  letter,  (he  tells  her  anbafladors,  "that 
**  ohhaght  it  [Ihe  has  yt  and  hit,  at  times]  was  not  compre- 
**  henfed  by  any  fpeciall  article  within  ihe  trtaty." 

(j)  See  Mai.  Inquiry,  p.  113-14. 

(i)   In  Forbes,  vol.  i.  p.  109,  ftie  has,  el^oght  it  was 

JWt. 

F  4  **  hathe 
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"  hathe  ii»#  myne  to  long{/)."  Oi  fucbt 
contrarieties  we  may  eafily  find  fuch  a  {mi) 
mimber,  as  will  make  the  public  accufer 
afhamed  of  the  uniformity  of  Elizabeth's  fuel- 
ling. Strange  !  that  a  lady,  who  had  fo  many 
lovers,  and  thought  (b  much  of  love,  Ihould 
have  been  fo  irregular  in  her  orthography,  as 
to  exhibit,  in  the  fame  page,  qf  that  confident 
critic,  loving  fovr^giie,\i\.  oppofition  to  lovinge 
fouveralne  (b).  With  the  fame  inconfiftcncy, 
fhc  fpeaks  of  th?  -bighefl  lord,  and  '*  How  yre- 
ful  ■ziy/  the, &ieji  power  be  may  you  be  fure 
"  wha  murmure  ^4/  be  made  of  his  pleaiing 
*'  wyl  {0),"  With  the  iame  difcrepance,  flie 
writes  to  Lady  Prury  (/)  :  "  Bee  we//  ware 
"  my  Befle  you  ftrive  not  with  divine  ordi- 
**  nance :"  Yet,  flie  writes  to  Sydney  (j) 
".  A  fole  io  late  ie  wares^  whan  all  the  pcrre} 

(/)  SyJiiey  Pap.  quoted  by  Mr.  Malone,  p.  7. 

(ffi)  Lodge.Il.  vol.  jit.  p.  112. 

(n)  See  Mai.  Inq.  p.  113-114,  for  the  curious  fs^ :  and 
Lodge's  Ulun.  v<d.  ii.  p.  154: — Sheiasaiia/ovtraigiUtaid 
fevtraynty  [lb.  154-s]  mAfzvtreipi  in  Fuller's  Worth.  Oxf. 
336 :  We  have  beic  the  thing,  which  was  confl^ntly  in  tbp 
■niiid  of  £lizabeth,c]chibited,  hybcr  pen,  in  Tix  different  form$, 

(0)  Ma).  Inq.  114:  and,  Tee  her  letter  to  Sydney  {pa.  S.J 
{hi /ball  and  viiH;  and  wil^  in  Nichols's  Prog.  vol.  i.  p.  24. 
{p)  Mai.  Inq.  1 13.  (j)  Sydney  Pap.  vol.  i.  J. 
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'*  is  paft ;"  and  Ox  adds,  in  the  fame  contFa-! 
didoty  ftrain,  to  Sydney  (r)  :  "  Whan  our 
*(  lome  is  wel  nigh  done,  our  work  is  new  to 
"  begin."  She  talks  to  Lady  Drury  of  her 
'^  married  iap :"  Yet,  ihe  fpeaks  to  Shrcwf- 
bury  (f)  of  "  the  beft  good  jba/'pe  that  any 
"  prince  on  earthe  can  bcfaule."  To  Lady 
Paget  (he  writes  (t)  :  "  Let  nature  therjor 
"  not  hurt,  yourfelf  bi»t  give  place  to  the 
"  gruur:"  Contrariwife  flic  writes  to  Lord' 
Strange  (u) :  ■  "  'therefore  at  this  tyme,  direi^ 
"  jfflu  torepayre  hyther.than  yourfelf  Qx^  fee 
*'-  may  iland  with  your  father's  lykyng  in  this 
^'  his  ficknes,  but  yet  confidering  your  ab- 
'*  fence  we  have  beea  emeft  with  our  coqfytt 
'*  your  wiff^  that  ihe  wold  taayc  yow  to  fend 
■*  up  yowr  eldeft  fone(v)."  She  thanked  ^ob^ 
Sir  Harry  Wallop  "  for  fo5  othr  fervices  than 
"  comen  commiflios  for  wJche  in  fkroilc  of 

(r)  lb.— (he  has  alio-— well  4ffi"yers-r^n3i  werfar  baf^ 
[i)  Lodge  llluft.  vol.  ii.  p.  155.  (f)  Mai.  Inq.  114. 
(u)  Murden,  185:  In  Lodge,  vol.  hi.  p.  112,  (he  has 
avjin;  and  in  Forbes,  vol.  il.  p.  415,  Ihe  has  her  a/in:  we 
hare  already  had  ^jfli  saibint.  She  fpeaks  above  (^giving 
"  place  to  the  givur :"  in  her  often  quoted  letter  to  Sydney, 
ll)c  advUes  him  *'  not  to  confult  fo  longe  ae  tU  advis  come 
**  to  late  to  the  givers." 

iy)  In  her  letter  to  Lady  Drury— f  Inquiry  114]  (he  has 
wi,  and  ysuri. 

**  other 
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'*  other  memorielz  I  &ile  not  to  locke  in  mj 
"  beft  memorye :"  Contrary  to  this  again^ 
ihe  advi&s  Sydney  (w) :  "  Let  this  me- 
**  moriall  he  only  oammitted  to  Vulcanes 
**  bafc  keping."  In  her  letter  of  thanks 
to  her  veiy  good  cou^  Lond,  and  Lady> 
Shrewlbury,  for  kindly  difcharglng  the  i^et^ 
at  EuxtofUt  of  her  cmfin  of  Leyctfter,  flic 
writes  (x)  :  *'  This  ^ood  bappe  then  grow- 
*•  ing  from  youy  ye  might  thinke  yonrjiyis  {f) 
"  moft  unhappyej^you  fi-ved  fueh  zprmce  as 
**  Ihould  not  be  as  rradye  gra^rouOie  to  confi- 
"  der  of  yf."  She  fays  contrariwife  to  Syd- 
ney {z) :  **  If  aught  have  iiiae  amys  at  hcHse, 
"  I  wyll  pachc  thogh  I  caiinot  hole  if  {a)," 

I  will  here  dofe  my  proof,  on  this  head; 
and  fam  up  the  refult.  In  order  to  demon- 
Arate  tlie  uniform  orthography,  and  confident 
fpelling,  of  Elizabeth,  Mr.  Malone  haa  given  a 
ta6/e,  which  was  fchemed  by  a  friend  ;  com- 
pfchending^'i?f-<7«(/-/^f«/y  words  (i).     I  will 

,    (w)  Sydney  Lett.  V(J.  i.  p.  8.   (*).Lodge,vol.  ii.p.  155. 

(y)  In  the  fame  letter  fhc  has  yeurfihtt. 

{%)  Syd.  Leners,  vol.  i.  p.  8, 

(a)  In  her  ktter  to  Lady  Paget  [Inquiry  114.}  (he  h» 
**  yet  is  bit  fent." 

(i)  lnqui7,  73-?+. 

noi» 
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now  confront  him,  and  his  friend,  with  a  table 
of  more  than  ^ty  words,  which  might  have 
been  enlarged;  in  order  t*  demonftrate  the 
ioconfiftent  fpelling,  and  uniyftematic  ortho- 
graphy, of  Elizabeth :— 


Anfwcr 

Aunlwear 

Aunfer  (c) 

Althoght 

Thogh 

Although 

Bee 

Be 

Be/«e 

BeiVe 

Beleeve 

Bin 

Bine 

Bene 

C^e 

CaceM 

Care     • 

Califle  (ileTom 

)  CaUes(.) 

CouGn 

Cofin     Coofm. 

Confyn  (/ 

Comfotte 

Compfort  (^) 

Dear 

Deere  («) 

Debt 

Debte 

Ful 

FuU 

H^ 

Happe 

Hart 

Harte 

Hrr;ldy 

How 

Howe  (0 

Higheft 

Hieft 

Give 

Gewr  (*) 

{()  See  the  Quctn's  Utter  to  bcr  anbafladgn  ip  France, 
Forbes,  vol.  1^414, 

(■0  Inquiry^  114^  Lodge  II.  vol.  ii.  i^. 

[e)  Forbes,  vol.  iL  415. 

(/)Inquiiy,  1141  Lodge,  vol.  ii.  155.      {g)  lb.  362. 

(£)  Howard's  Cd,  246-7. 

(i)  Inquiry,  114;  Lodge,  vol.ii.  155.  {k)  Id. 

Girur 
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Givur 

Givers             » 

Greatar 

Gret  [ar] 

If 

Yi 

It 

Yt    Hit 

King 

KingeW 

Leyccfter 

Lcicefl:er(m) . 

Loving 

Loving^  . 

M>7 

Male  (») 

Mee 

Me(.) 

MemoriaU 

Memoritf/z 

Moe 

More  (p) , 

Myn* 

Minde  (y) 

Raigne 

Rcignc  (r) 

SbatI 

Shal 

Shrcwibury 

Shrcwefljivy  (j) 

Sovcraigne 

Sovcraine 

Sovraigae 

Souveraine 

Soveraync 

Sovereign 

Such 

.     Suchc 

Thanckfiill 

Thake               ThankfiilUe  (/) 

Than 

Then  («) 

(fl  Howard's 

Col.  147-    Mal.lDq.  114, 

(m)  Caba]a,26>  Lodge's n.  vol.  ii.  p.  155. 

WhTiT, 

l+;  Lode*' vol.  u.  155. 

ie)  Howard's 

Col.  247.            (#)  lb.  246-7- 

Cj)  Mai.  I«q 

114;  Howard's  Col.  246. 

(r)  Letter  to 

Sydney,  and  Hovrard's  Col.  246. 

(,)  Lidge's  I 

.  vol.  li:  p.  82. 

(()  In  tlie  feme  letter — Lodge,  vol.  ii.  155. 

(»)  MsI.  Inq. 

112  J  Howard's  Col.  247. 

They 
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They 


The 


Tfcer 

There 

Thcrfcr 

Therefore 

Thogh 

Though  (•!;) 

To 

Too  (to) 

Treaty 

Treatye 

Ware 

Wares 

Were 

WerW 

WeM 

Wd 

wai 

Wyl 

WUch 

Wiche 

When 

When 

Wyfc 

Wyf 

Would 

Wold 

You 

Yow 

Your 

Youer 

Yoim 

Yowrs 

Tourfclres 

Yourielfes 

Thei 

Theyrc 


Such*  thcn»  are  the  h&St  which,  as  tbej 
are  chiefly  drawn  from  Mr.  Malone's  owft 
documents,  demonftrate,  in  oppo£tio;i  to  his 
theory,  that  Elizabeth  had  neither  conCdency 
in  her  fpelling,  nor  unifonnity  in  her  pradice 
of  orthography  :  If  (he  had  no  confiflen.y, 
how  can  a  rule  be  formed,  from  that  want  of 


{v)  Hoinri's  Col.  246;  Mal.Inq.  114. 

(tt>)  Letter  to  Sydney,  and  Howard's  Col.  246. 

(*)  Inquiry.ilji  Forbes,  vol.  i.  109. 


confillency. 
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confiftency,  to  diflinguilh  the  genuine  letters 
from  the  fpurious,  by  applying  what  cannot 
be  fixed  to  what  is  equally  unftable.  If  he 
were  to  take  the  wn'd  Javere^n,  as  an  exam'' 
pie,  whereby  to  difcorer  fome  inconfiftency, 
which  might  be  fetal  to  tie  jpurious,  what 
would  he  gain  by  his  example,  but  a  confu- 
tation of  his  own  principles,  after  I  have 
fliown,  difl;inAly>  that  Elizabeth  hath  ipek 
that  ^miliar  word,  in  ^x  difierent .  modes  t 
He  has,  in  fad,  adopted  yeuTt  jhalU  tbtrt  tit 
for  J  as  words  uniformly  fpelt  by  her  ;  yet, 
have  I  fhown  yowr^  Jbal^  tb^fe^  bee,  Jbrtt  as 
fliredt  contrarieties  to  that  uniformity ;  with- 
out eflaying  to  prove  "  this  learned  Queefi, 
"  who  was  miftrefs  of  eight  langiugcs,  to  be 
**  fuch  a  dolt  as  not  to  know  the  true  ortho- 
**  graphy  of  words  thus  familiar  to  her  {y)'' 
Truth  ftrikes  tbe  fiears  and  meajure  from  his 
hand  i  yet  does  he  continue  to  fct  out,  with 
nimble  hafiet  but  without  a  yard,  his  linfy' 
•moolfyt  in  open  market.  Candid  inquirers  often 
difcover,  and  eflabliJh  uncertainties  from  a 
certainty  :  It  was  refcrved  for  oar  Inquirer,  to 

{f)  Mai.  Inquiiy,  p.  71  :  Noj  fhe,  he,  or  they,  only 
are  (hlu^  v^  reaTon  mkfurdij  from  tbe  pkuncft  tofucs ;  who 
are  continually  a^rfifi;;  inftead  of  a/jhik;;  and  who  are, 
ever-and-anon,  begging  die  queftion,  wbicb  they  ought  to 

»^«     '  attempt 
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attempt  the  HCTcukan  tafk  of  ejiabUJhivg  the 
fime  uncertamtjr  from  lerifertainties. 

Such,  however,  is  the  perfererance,  and 
coinage,  of  the  pt^c  accuier,  that  he  is  n» 
mtkte  ^mayed.  He  challenges  all  comers  to 
flww,  that  and  was  erer  fpelt  with  a  fioal  f, 
as  it  is  ia  Elizabeth's  e^ftle  to  Shakfpeare. 
*'  I  never  once  found  the  copulative  and,"  he 
jdleverates,  "  fpelt  as  it  is  here,  with  a  final  e" 
thoi^h  "  from  the  time  of  Henry  the  fourth, 
**  I  Have  periifed  fotne  thou^d  deeds  and 
**  other  raanufcripts  {z)."  This  is,  no  doubts 
a  long  life  (from  the  time  of  Henry  IV)  of 
paintnl  peru&l,  but  not  fuccefeful  fearch  } 
Among  the  black-letter  books,  which  he  has, 
carefully,  coUetfled,  he  has  not,  it  feems,  the 
very  black-letter  {a)  book,  which  contains, 
not  indeed  fonie  thou&nds,  but  feveral  andt 
with  the  final  e.  Here  are  two,  in  a  fliort 
parage  :  "  Andf  yf  I  have  not  that  repentaunce, 
"  even  from  the  bottome  of  my  herte,  an(k 
"  beleve  not  that  I  am  forgeven  for  Chryftes 
"  iake,  as  aforefayde  [b)."  Yet,  our  chal- 
koger,  becaufe  I'he  Lamentacyon  is  not  in  his 
library,  difputes  the  authority  of  this  curious 

(aj)  Inquiry,  33. 

{a)  See  Tht  iamsntacpn  tf  a  ChriJH  agal/i  thi  Gljt  of 
LenJ^n^ fcr fame  certairu  grtattvycet  uftd^htri~:-~l>npnud 
t  f  yere  of  eur  Lard  m.  d.  xhiii, 

(*)  Sign,  e.  iiii.' 

booky 
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book,  which  will  be  cmji^d  to  famtt  for 
having  confiited  this  irrefragable  critic.  I  will, 
however,  quote  a  book;  which  he  certainly 
has  in  fais.  library  {c).  On  the  24eh  of  May 
1 5 17,  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  wrote  to 
the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury  :  **  Methinke  I  nede 
**  not  to  be  put  to  this  bufinefs,  if  they  would 
*'  have  pondered  the  charge  that  they  have 
"  put  of  late  unto  me,  ande  the  paymentes 
**  that  I  have  made  of  late."  Yet,  the  public 
accuicr  will  not  be  convinced ;  becaufe  this 
quotation  is  not  &om  a  manufcript  {i).  Now, 
then,  will  I  convince  him,  by  quoting  a 
manufcript :— "  Goode  Majier  Stonley  I  doa 
**  mofte  harteylye  requyre  youc  to  have  pa- 
"  cyencc  w'  me  arnk  to  concyder  what  ex- 
"  treme  charge  I  have  been  at  whyche  forced 
"  me  to  that  I  was  lothe  to  breake  w'.  youe 
**  off  all  men  Code  by  fbe]  they  [the]  jug« 
"  Neverthelcs  at  halloutyde  I  will  w*.  godes 
**  grace  fuUye  rccompence  youe  fo  in  they 
**  [the]  meane  tyme  I  moile  hartcly  requyre; 
*•  youc  to  have  pacyence. 

"  J1?«r«  afuredly,  E:  Duddeley  (*)." 
This, 

{t)  Lodge's  Illuftnitions,  vol.  1.  p.  22. 
^    {d)  The  manufcript  lettw  is  in  the  College  of  Hendds. 
(/}  This  letter,  which  bears  upoA  feveral  parts  of  this 
inquiry^ 
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This,  then,  is  not  one  of  the  thoufand  ma- 
nnlcripts,  which  our  critic  has  been  pe- 
rufing,  from  Henry  the  Fourth's  time  to  the 
prcfent  (/) ! 

He  is  equally  politive,  on  the  word  forre  ; 
"  a  mode  of  orthography,  I  believe,  unpre- 
*'  cedented,"  fays  he  {£).  Yet,  he  has  fre- 
quently read,  becaufe  he  has  often  quoted, 
Fenn's Letters;  in  which  hefawy^rr'andy^rr^ 
for  for ;  and-  Byffor,  Byfore,  wherffor,  and 
wberfoir  i^b) :  But,  he  has  not'  read,  what 
would  not  have  done  him  any  diflet-vice,  as  a 

imiutry,  was  obligingly  conimunicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Cra- 
ven Ordc  of  Bloomfbury  fquare,  from  his  curious  Collection. 
It  is  addrclTcd  :  "  To  my  verye  louyng  friend  Mafter  Ston- 
"  ley."  [StanleyJ — It  is  marked,  on  the  back,  in  a  hand  of 
Ac  time  «  The  L.  Dudley,  C  X,  li-fcbr.  1 572."— For  this 
Lord  Edward  Dudley,  ^^o  died  on  the  4di  of  July  1586, 
See Ougdide's Bar.  tom.ii.  p.2i6<i7. 

(/)  Nor,  has  our  critic  been  pcrufing  the  Rolls  of 
pARLtAUENT,  wherein  he  would  have  feen  the  familiar 
copulative  with  a  final  e,  and  alfo  a  curious  fpecimen  of 
the  Englilh  language,  in  Judge  Rikhill's  anfwer  to  the 
Coauniffion  of  his  liege  Loord,   during  the  year  1397  ; 

*  -*M>  the  lame  day  of  Septembre,  ^le  the  matiercs  and 
"  pronts  before  iknowe  and  confeffid  be  the  forflaide  Duk 

*  be  his  owne  honde  fully  and  plainly  iwrete,  deliverid  it 

*  tothe  lame  William  Rikhill."    [Rolls,  vol. iii.  p. 378.] 
(g)  Inquiry,  34. 

(A)  Vol.  ii.  p.  204—23+ — 24+ — ^0\  vol.  i.  p.  21—27 
—28—29—30. 

G  critic. 
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critic,  **  'fhe  fflfn^es  of  Ouide  de  arte  amanJi 
•*  ifii/h  ebeyr  en^lyfsbe  afore  {%)  them  "  wheran 
be  woald  have  k^i^  precedent  oiforre{j)i  He» 
however,  difputes  the  authority ;  whilA,^ 

a  '—.I  ..I  ..  No  power  in  En^alid 
*'  Can  Mter  a  decree  e[bibIUh'<l : 
**  'Twill  be  recorded  for  a  preceded  I 

There  are  other  words  in  Elizabeth's  epiftlc, 
which  our  pofitive  critic  thinks  equally  un- 
precedented. Maijier  was  the  fpelling  of  the 
word  Mafter^  at  that  period,  in  our  Matjier'i 
vocabulary.  But,  in  Dudley's  Letter  to  Ston- 
ley,  we  have,  repeatedly,  feen  Majler.  And 
he  might  have  read  in  Spenfer's  Three  (k) 
Lettersy  which  he  quotes,  at  times ;  "  But, 
•*  Mafter  Colin  Clout  is  not  every  body ;  and. 
"  albeit  bis  olde  companions  Majier  Cuddey, 
"  and  Mq/ier  Hobbinol»  be  as  little  beholding 

(i)  Imprjnrted  by  Wynkyn  dc  Worde,  with  the  types 
(^Caxton,  in  1513.  This  book  is  tb«  more  valuable,  as 
it  has  an  Bnglyftht  JlphahtU. 

(j)  Sign-Aiiii:  and  fee  the  ZiVtrtrry  JiW^tm  of  tbu  very 
cbafte  editor  Mi.  Waldron,  printsd  in  1792,  fsrri  /t/tmt 
haunt  futbt  p»ifyi  afMaifttr  Ljigmtt  ;— 

*'  Frrre  gvffe  you  doe  mc  jiibylyc." 
Had  our  critic  perufed  ibis  fine  ^cimen  c^  gtnuim  ordio- 
grai^y,  he  had  fared  the  trouble  of  much  laborious  isadinj 
tobimfcir,  and  of  fatiguing  perufat  to  his  readers. 

(k)  Thret  Proper  Lttttn^  imprinted  by  Bynnemaa,  ia 
1580.  p.  40. 

3  "to 
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■•  to  their  miftrefic  poetrie,  as  ever  you 
*  wiH."  Hacluyt  dedicated  his  Divert  (/)' 
Foyagesj  "  To  the  right  worfhipfull  and  moft 
•*  vertuous  gentlcroan  ilf^^r  Phillip  Sydney 
"  Elqoire."  Pulton  dedicated  his  Penal  {m) 
Statutes,  **  To  the  right  worfliipfoU  Sir  Wil- 
"  Ham  Cofdeli,  Knight,  Majier  of  the  Routes  :'* 
and  Pnlton  treated  of  Majier^  and  Servant. 
This  orthography  ofeeurs  very  frequently  in 
the  dedications  of  books,  during  the  reign  of 
Elieabeth(Q).  And  the  fame  mode  of  fpclling 
Maftyr^  may  be  traced  back  to  the  tirties  of 
oar  Edwards,  and  Henrys  (o).    Nothing  but 

the 

(/)  Imprinted  by  Wodcocke,  1582. 

{m)  It  was  imprinted  by  C.  Barker  die  Queen's  printer, 
in  1578. 

(17}  Spenfcr  dedicated  his  64tK  fonnet,  to  his  efleemed 
Aiend  Majitr  James  Huifb.^— See  2  Type,  or  Figure,  of 
Friendfhip,  printed,  in  1589 :  and  fee  Fouldes's  Frags  and 
J^ct,  1603  :  and  fee,  though  laft,  not  IcaA,  Afcham's 
^crAenuifteT,  in  1 571' 

(a)  Sec  Fcnn's Letters,  everywhere.  In  1460- 1,  To 
my  Mailer  Pafton,  vol.  iii.  p>404<  In  1461,  To  the  right 
worihipfull  Majf  my  mafter— lb.  vol.  iv,  and  in  p.  7a,  the 
right  worshipful]  Mafiriy  my  mdler.  In  1468,  John  Pafton 
wrote  to  his  mother :  **  Recommend  me  to  my  fifters  both 
«*  and  to  the  Maflyr  my  cofjm  Dowbeny,  Syf  Jamys,  Syr 
**  Joiin  Style  and  prty  him  to  be  good  maftjr  to  lyttle  Jalc 
•  and  to  leme  him  well;"  [Fenn's  Lettersj  vol.  1.  p.  8, 91 
and  fee  Mafirtt^  vd.  iv.  F«inH  ik  18— i30-»^a4.— In  tht 
G  a  ad 
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the  film*  which  fcepticifm  has  fpread  over 
M^fier  Critic'%  eyes,  could  have  prevented 
bitu  from  iceing,  every  where,  in  his  black- 
letter  library,  Majier,  Maftyrt  and  Moires  i 
as  Ihave  often  feen  Maifier^  and  Maifirefsj  in 
tny  little  collection..  Bilhop  Hall  will  furhiOi 
the  befl  apology,  for  all  of  us,  when  he  iays  j 
"  It  is  no  Jhame,  notf  to  knotv  all  things  % 
"  but  it  is  a  juji  jhame  to  over-reacb  in  any 

But,  our  candid  critic  continues  to  talk 
about  uniform  orthography,  in  an  age,  which 
hfard  of.  none.  _  He  iay?,  "  the  omiffion  of 
f'  the  letter  r  in  Chamberlt^ne  is  unprece- 
*'  dented  (j)."  Whoever  told  him  fo  is  not 
very  fuccefsful,  in  fearching  for  precedents. 

^d  vol.  p.  295,  there  is  s  Loverletter  from  John  Fanon  to 
MaftrelTe  Aimcs.  He  repeats  J^y^r^;  fix  times :  But  he 
never  calls  ber  MeiJlreJJi  in  the  ungallant  orthography  of 
our  Waldrons,  and  Malones.  I  obferve  from  collation,  that 
Mr.  Malone  does  not  fairly  print  Elizabeth's  letter  to  Sydney 
[papers,6-7-8Jas  it  is  in  the  book,  which  he  quoted  for  the 
Jpclling  of  Maijiris. 

(p)  Works,  163+,  p.  13. 

(y)  Inquiry  69-70 :  Yet,  fee  Lord  Burghley's  letter  of. 
the  22d  July  1577,  to  Lord  Shiewfbury,  in  Lodge's  111. 
vol.ii,  159:— '•  This  morning,  the  23,  1  receaved  your  L. 
«  of  the  ir,  being  here  at  on[e]  M'  Chamb-lc-"'s  near 
**  Caxton."~Lord  Burghley  frequently  ufod  the  figure  of 
fyiKobe,  which,  indeed,  was  <^ten  pradifed  ip  that  age. 

He 
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He  anfwcrs,  cogently;  **  If  the  Queen  had 
*'  chofen  to  omit  any  letter  in  that  word,  Jt 
"  would  have  been  the  m."  No :  The  fnar- 
ling  letter  r  was  the  rough  letter,  that  the 
**  accomplifhed  Elizabeth"  would  naturally 
omit,  when  flie  wifhed  to  write,  in  her  belt 
manner:  Writing  ati  epiftle  to  a  poet,  who 
had  gratified  her  paflion,  flie,  who  was  mif- 
trefs  of  eight  languages,  chofe  to  lialianize 
her  phrafe,  according  to  the  fefhion  of  her 
court ;  fo,  flic  wrote  Cbambelayne,  in  order  to 
approach,  as  near  as  the  idiom  of  her  own 
tongue  would  allow,  to  the  Italian  CamheUano\ 
and  the  French  Chambellan  (r) ;  It  was  upon 
this  principle,  that  (he  omitted  the  g%  in 
higbefly  and  gave  fuch  a  variety  of  fpelHn'g  to 
j[j)  fovereigUt  whatever  he  may  think  of"  the 
fpelling  of  that  period  of  her  reign. 

Yet,  is  it  more  material,  he  fays,  to  advert 
to  Londonne ;  thinking  London^  '*  lighter  in 
"  the  it)  mouth  ;"  and  finding  "no  example 
"  of  fuch  orthography."  They  *'  who  make 
•*  iearches  into  antiquity,"  fays  (  «)  Howell, 
"  may  be  faid  to  pafs  often  through  many 

(r)  Sec  Slcinner,  1671,  inVo. — Cbamberlain. 

0)  Inqtriry,  113.1+. 

{t)  Inquiry,  70. 

[»)  In  the  adveTtifemeiit  to  his  Londinofolis. 

G  3  "  dark 
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"  dark  h^cst  and.duijcy  pUces,  before  th^ 
"  come  to  aula  lu^ist  the  grest  hdl  pf  light," 
Our  c(:lcbratcd  Lond/WopoJis  was,  in  the  time, 
and  talk  of  Tacitus,  Londinum  copia  negofia- 
torutn.  Our  Britilh  aqceftofs  called  it»  ^igni^ 
ficantly,  {v)  Llon^dtn,  Ltbengrportb,  or  .port  of 
Jhips.  Qur  Saxon  fathers  wrote  it  (w)  Lun- 
den-byrig,  Lmdert-iury,-  Xunden-cea/iert  »nd 
Xuunden-bur^b  {x).  Our  critical  inquirer,  nc- 
verthelefs,  paflcs  over  thofe  varieties  of  our 
fiuncejiorst  to  get  at  London,  the  unmeaning 
corrpption  of  modern  times.  But,  Elizabeth, 
who  was  vain  of  her  Britifli  anccftry,  and  am" 
bitious  of  learning,  as  Mr.  Malone  is  fludious 
to  tell,  fcizcd  the  occafion  of  inditing  a  re- 
munerative epiAle  to  a. poet,  to  difplay  her 
arcbceology,  by  writing  Londonne,  a  more  fo» 
norous  name  than  Lond«n,  She  f^und,  in  tbc 
Saxon  Chronicle,  which  (he,  no  (Joubr,  read, 
the  archetype  of  her  fpelling,  in  hundene^ 
liundune,  and  Londane  {y).     In  the  courfe  of 

hiq 

(o)  S&Tpe's  Stow,  vol.  i.  p.  j— 8  i  Holland's  Camdeq, 
1637.  p.  421.       ■ 
■  (w)  Saxon  Chron.  edit,  Gibfon,  p.  96-97. 
(x)  Soqiner,  in  Vo> 

{j)  Sec  Gibfon's  Nomlnum  iMeriaot  in-Vo.  Luadau. 

As  Mr.Malonc  iiififts,  poritivcly,   that  Elizabeth  ufuaUy 

nad  the  books  of  the  privj  council ;   I  uay  r^onatly 

argue, 
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bis  re&arches,  oar  diligent  inqQirer  ha$>  nei- 
ther met  with  any  of  thofe  modes  of  fpelling 
Jjon^mpoiisf  nor  has  lie  feen  it,  in  any  other 
than  the  modem  ftu'm  of  London  {z)  :  And, 
in  coD£>rimty  to  his  ufual  logic*  he  thence 
infers^  that  its  orthography  never  exited  in 
any  o^her  form.  I  h^ve,  however,  ihcwn, 
from  tbe  foB^  the  ^llacy  of  this  argument.  ^ 
He  tallced,  in  the  lame  manner,  of  Hamp- 
town  Court,  till  accident  threw  in  his  way  a 
foUtary  (0)  inftance,  which  m^t  have  con- 
vinced 

argue,  on  the  authority  of  Afcham,  her  SeaUmaJiiry  that 
flte.is^htivepenried  that  dclc&blc  book,  the  Saxon  Chro- 
wde.  L«)diiK^lis  is  Lundtnt  in  the  (nap,  which  is  pre- 
fixed to  Gibfon's  edition  of  the  Saxon  chronicle. 

(t).  We  may,  therefore,  fuppofe,  that  he  has  never  in- 
fpeded  Queen  Elizabetii's  Progreffis,  as  they  have  been 
publiflKd  by  the  praife-worthy  Mr.  Nichols:  For,  he  wouM 
hare  feen,  in  the  PnclamattBn  agaitijt  tbe  ^een  of  Scstiy 
IS86,  [vd.it.  p.  331.]  the  following  paflage,  which  mult 
be  admitted  to  be  a  decifLve  authority :  **  With  loud  voycc 
<*  Tolemnely  proclaymed  by  the  Serjeant  at  Armes  of  the 
"  tnnccitty,  infoure  fererall  places;  to  wit,  at  the  CroRe 
*  in  Cbe^,  at  tbe  end  of  Chauncery-hne  in  f  lecte-flreet, 
**  overagainft  the  Temple,  at  Leadenhall  comer,  and  at 
**  St  Magnns  comer,  neere  Londonne  bridge." 

(a)    Inquiry,  70-71,  Hziapiown  Court,  written  by  a 

Qerk.  ThedocumentinForbes'sStatePaperi,  vol.ii.  p,i09, 

ik  a  tetter  from  Elizabeth  to  Sir  Adrian  Poiiyings ;  and  foe 

Mght  that  sqipears  was  written,  with  her  ufual  induftry,  in 

G  i.  her 
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vinccd  him  of  the  futility  of  his  own  reafon- 
ing,  and  the  fophiftry  of  his  own  fyttem. 
But,  he  is  in  conftant  habits  of  retraftion  : 
and  he  may  perhaps  find  ather  folkary  in- 
ftances,  which  may  convince  him,  that  he 
ought  to  be  lefs  pofitive  In  his  aflertion,  and 
more  confecutive  in  his  argumeirt. 

Yet ;  he  is  refolved  to  retraft  no  more  : 
He  is  determined  to  be  doubly  pofiiive  in  his 
aflertions,  and  four-fold  feeble  in  his  proofs. 
•*  All  former  misnomers,  are  trivial,  fays  he, 
*'  compared  with  her  [Elizabeth's]  not  know- 
"  iijg  the  true  orthography  of  the  name  of 
"  Leycefter,  for  which  we  have  Leycejierre^ 
*'  Her  uniform  attachment  to  that  nobleman 

])er  own  hand ;  but  not  by  a  cleric,  for  which  anertion, 
<berc  is  no  evidence :  If  the  docmncMt  in  the  Paper  Office 
be  adraugbt,  it  ismoft  probably  in  Burghlcy's  hand,  who, 
when  fecretary  of  ftate,  was  generally  her  draughts- man. 
In  this  ftrain  of  fophiftry,  our  inquirer  goes  oo  to  remark, 
that  this  folitary  iiiflance  "  probably  gave  rife  to  the  fpetling 
"  adopted  in  this  forged  letter."  [Inquiry,  71.]  But,  for. 
this  alTumption,  there  is  not  the  leall  proof ;  and  it  is  fcarcely 
confident  with  probability.  The  iiame  is  Haratun  in  the 
Saxon  Chroiucle ;  and  in  Huntingdon's  Hiftory  Hamlwut- 
[Gibfon's  edit.  aom.  Loc.  in  Vo.  Hamtun.'^  The  ^lling» 
of  courfe,  in  Elizabeth's  epiftle—rHamprDU'n,  is  more  ana- 
logical than  Hampton.  [Scejohnfon  laVo.Touin;  tun» 
Saxon;  tuyn,  Dutch.]  In  the  map  of  Middlesex,  iS93t 
John  Nordcn  has  Hampton,  and  Ham/on-court ;  fo  little 
pttentioR  wu  therei  in  thof<;  days,  to  analogical  accuracy  I 

«*  il 
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**  is  well  fcnown  ;  frobably,  icarce  a  day  paf- 
*'  fed,  without  her  feeing  his  name,  uniformly 
•*  written,  as  he  always  wrote  it,  LEYfcES- 
••  ter(^)."  .Strange!  then,  that  Elizabeth 
did  not  know  how  to  fpcll  the  naift'e  of  her 
fevourite,  Leycefter.  It  is  ftrange^  ftill,  that 
a  critic,  of  ib  much  acumen  as  Mf.'Malone; 
fliould  not  know,  that  there  was  no  attention 
to  fuch  matters,  in-  an  -  age  of  uhryilematic? 
fpefling.  Was  not  Burgulet  another  rtamtf 
for  learning,  difcretion,  and  diligence  F  DitJ 
not  he  daily  fign  difpatches,  on  the  fame 
paper,  with  Lcicefter(f)?  And  yet,  Burleigh 
fpelt  the  favourite's  riame  Lecefter  {d).  The 
Earls  of  Derby,  and  Shrewfbury,  wrote  to  the 
chancellor,  and  the  treafurer,  two  days  after- 
the  death  of  Leicefter,  a  letter  ^of.jcdndolenca 
on  the  death  of  their  noble  fremie.ihe.'E.r'le  of 
hacefitr  \   and  to  offer  their  fervices  to ,  the 

(i)  Inquiry,  72:  Whether  the  text  of  The  "Mijcelta-^ 
turns  Papers  has  Leycefterre,  or  Leiiccllcrre,  is  fomewHat 
doubtful. 

(c)  See  a  very  fljort  letter  from  LcyceRer,  and  Cecil, 
to  Lord  Shrewfbury,  in  Lodge's  II.  vol.  it  p.  20 ;  and,- 
though  they  bodi  had  frequent  letters  frotn  Lord  Shriwfiurj; 
ye^  they  addreSed  him  by  the  name  of  Shrcvefiurj  :  And 
Burghley  is  fo  little  uniform  in  fpelling  the  name  of  a  no- 
bleman, with  whom  he  was  familiar,  that  he  calls  him 
Shrowft)ury.  [lb.  164.J 

Queen. 
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Queen  (?).  Mr,  Seeretary^Walj^p^am  pre*. 
fcrr^d  JL«ccftcr  to  igccftcr  {/) :  And  the 
{jord  Buckhuril  followed  Ijis  example  {g^, 
Elizabeth  calls  him  fometJmes  Ltyce^ert  and 
iiHo  '*  our  cofiiii  the  Earl  of  jJkx&ct  {&)■" 
$0  little  conliftency  bad  Befs  in  her  fpelling, 
of  her  tool's  pames,  that  flie  wrote  Shrews- 
bury»  aitdShtcwesharyf  in  thcfamc  (;")  epiftle  j 
cvnittlngij  by  fyncope,  .the  ^  in  the  tirfl,  as  if 
to  protefl  againft  the  theory  of  our  pertina- 
cious critic. 

But>  the  ^epticifm  of  the  public  accufer 
)5  not  to  be  ihaken.  From  having  juil  thrown 
his  eyes  on  &e  books  of  the  privy  council, 

(#)  The  Bifti(^  of  Carlifle  alfo  called  him  Lactjier. 
|ib.  172.]  Iti  the  map  of  Weftminfter,  John  Norden  has 
fjef-a^&Kt.AfMit:-t  iatfae  napef  L(K)dMi,£<i-ccfier-bolrie> 

\f)  CabaU,  pan&d.  ^49. 

(f )  lb.  44-S- 

(i&^  lb.  2&.  Mr.  Malone  is  pofitiTe,  that  the  fkvourite 
**  alwayswtote  it  i/jceftcr." [Inquiry,  72.J  Yet,  fceagc- 
nuinc  IcttcrofLeicefter's,inhi«i^if,  1727,  appendix  No.6i 
wherein  he  figncd"  Rob.  iwccftcrj"  And  fee  Peck's  De- 
JUtratOf  i04,-5r6-Il-l2-)3-]4i  wherein  he  figned  R.Le- 
tcfter,  half  a  dozen  times;  and  often  Ro.  Lecefter.  [lb.  97 
—104-5.]  There  arc,  in  Peck's  Desideilata,  feveral  of 
Leicefter's  letters,  which  prove,  that  Leicefter  had  not  any 
umforoutj  in  his  Cgnatuie,  either  in  his  title,  or  baptifinal 
name. 

(/)  Lodge  IL  voL  ii.  8a. 
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^th.  In  thofe  curious,  and  iaArw^ive,  /v« 
t<^dit  he  finds,  with  O^rper  fight  than  others 
what  no  other  pcrufcr  had  ever  found  ia  them : 
"  For,"  he  iays, "  the  Queen,  it  ie  twtf  hmva^ 
•*  confiantfy  attended  the  fittings  of  her  privy 
«  council,"  "  and  took  To  adive  a  part  at 
**  what  was  dcdng,  that  we  may  be  fore  flie 
**  perufed  the  regifter  of  each  day's  proceed.* 
<*  ings  i  which  Jbe  could  not  look  at  without 
'*  the  name  of  Leycefter  almoft  conftantly 
**  prcfenting  itfclf  to  her,  n^e  be  was  in 
"  England  ( a  liil  of  the  conncJUors  prcJcht 
"  being  always  fet  down)  {k)." — Now,  I  join 
iffiie  with  the  public  accufer  on  bis  fevecal 
ft&rtions  :-— Whoever  has  peru&d  d>e  coun- 
cil regilten  of  the  Chen's  teign  leeli  kngwt, 
that  (he  did  mot  confimtly  attend  the  fittings 
of  her  privy  council.  The  record,  containing 
^e  prefencCf  or  jpecification  of  the  c^nfiUors 
prefcnt,  contradifts  the  averment  of  the  pub- 
lic accufer,  which  he,  as  a  la.'wyer,  ought  not 
to  have  made.  I  will  not  quote  the  regiftcrs 
generally,  in  confutation  of  his  camfdenct  i 
bccaufe  orifice  deals  in  generah  :  But,  I  quot» 

(i)  Inquiiy,  ji-^-e^vbich  I  have  pfioteJ,  oodiy,  u 
^e  ftSa^  is  in  the  bo«l& 

the 
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the  rcgifters  of  the  prefence,  fpecifically,  in 
order  to  prove,  that  fhe  was  not  prefent,  on 
the  lilof  June  1586,  at  Greenwich;  on  the 
loth,  at  the  Star-chamber;  on  the  12th,  at 
.Greenwich  j  on  the  1 7th  of  July,  at  Rich- 
mond ;  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  at  Windfor : 
Nor,  was  ilie  prefent  on  the  2rft  of  Novem- 
ber 1587,  at  Ely-houfe,  in  Holborn;  nor;  on 
the  23d,  at  the  lord  treafurer's,  in  Covcnt- 
garden  ;  nor  at  Ely-houfe,  on  the  28th  ;  nor, 
atSomcrfet-houfe,  on  the  lOth  of  December; 
nor,  at  Greenwich,  on  the  24th  :  Nor,  was 
ihe  prefent,  at  the  Star-chamber,  on  the  6th 
of  February  1588  ;  nor,  at  Greenwich,  on  the 
1.2th  of  April  J  nor  at  Hackney,  on  the  1 9/A, 
when;  the  Lord  of  Leycefterre  was  prefent  j 
nor,  at  Greenwich,  on  the  Jift  of  April 
1588  (/).  And,  thefe  fpecifications  are  alone 
fufficient  to  fliow  the  prudence  of  the  law  of 
England,  which,  contrary  to  the  praftice  of 

(/)  The  regiftcrs.  No.  6,  and  7,  comprehending  the 
years  i585'6-7-8,  demonArate,  that  the  Queen  did  not 
nn/iently  attmd;  diat  the  councils  did  not  meet  daily^  as  die 
inquirer  afierts  {—[Inquiry,  92]  And  diat  the  number  of 
privy  counfcUors,  in  her  reign,  was  eighturiy  and  iwiniy-one^ 
inftead  of  ttn  or  twelve,  as  he  avers,  in  the  fame  p^e : 
And,  I  have  gone  over  the  rcgifters  thus  minutely;  in 
erder  to  Ibow  the  boldnefs  of  tjie  pubitc  accule  ,  in  quoting 
the  books  of  the  privy  council,  for  what  they  do  not  contain.  - 

the 
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&e  public  accufer,  will  not  allow  any  aver» 
tamt  againft  a  record. . 

Ytty  in  oppolition  to  both  hw,  and  /ej^a:,  h« 
continues  his  averments.  "  We  may  be  Aire," 
he  fays,  **  the  Qncen  perufed  the  regifter  of 
each  day's  proceedings  [m)."  Nay;  Afqhani,^ 
the  fcolemajler.  of  Elizabeth,  gives  a  very  dif- 
ferent account  of  her  daily  ftudies.  He  calls 
out  fliaroe  upon  the  yonge  jentlemen  of  Eng« 
land,  who  did  not  **  beftow  fo  many  houres 
**  dayly,  orderly,  and  conftantly,  for  the  in- 
•*  creaie  of  learning,  as  dothc  the  Queene's 
"  Majeftie  herfelf :"  And  he  adds,  "yea,  ihe 
"  readeth  more  Greeke  every  day,  than  feme 
"  prebendarie  of  this  church  doth  read  LiUtit 
"  in  a  whole  weekc  («)."  Now,  I  leave  it  to 
'  the  judgment  of  every  difcreet  perfon,  whether 
^f:  fcolemajler  of  EUzabcth,  or  -the  public  ac-» 
cufer,  could  bed  know,  and-moft  truly  tell, 
what  Elizabeth  daily  perufed;  whether  the 
Greek  claffics,  or  the  council-regifters.  But, 
I  will  admit,  for  the  purpofeof  argument, 
that  (hedidperufe  thercgiftcrs;  which,  lays(o) 
he,  "  She  could  not  look  at  without  the  name 
f  of  Leycefter   almoft  conftantly  prefenting 

(«ij  Inquiry,  73.        (»)  The  Scolemaftcr,  1571,  p.  2I4 
(0  Inquiry,  73^ 

«  itfelf 


:.ci..zed-oy  Google 


9f  Ja   A^OtOOY    {QJitei'^LitAlttYWi 

*  I'tfelf  to  her."  She  faw,  then,  on  the  rcgif* 
tcrofthe  ift  of  April  1587,  Leyccftr^,  and 
Leict&er  (p)  :  So  that,  from  a  careful  perufal 
of  the  council-regtfters,  ihc  might  have  learnt 
to  fpell  the  name  of  her  fevourite  in_^ie  diffep* 
ent  forms ;  fince  it  is  found  there,  in  ^  dtf^ 
linB  varieties.  *'  Now,  if  you  Can  blu^,  ftnd 
**  cry  guilty,  cardinal,  you'll  flicw  a  little 
**  honefty!" 

. '  But,  the  pablic  accufer  goes  on,  cooHyi 
to  {q)  difcnfs,  whether  Elizabeth  could  have 
feen,- either  in  the  council -regifters,  or  \ii 
printed  books,  the  word  compliment^  which 
was  not  known,  in  \tbat  age,  in  the  modtrn 
&nfe.     He  certainly  fiicws  great  reading,  in 

{-p)  The  Kgifta*!  No.  7,  p.  31  r  j  and  on  p.  338,  Lei- 
sefir/ :  and  p.  337,  die  nune'b  Tpclt  Leicaftcr,  Leiccftr«| 
on  p>  340^  the  name  is  fpclt  Leiceflre:  on  the  331!  of  No- 
Tember^  ihc  bnr  Leicefler,  and  LeiccArc,  Leycefter,  and 
Leyceftre :  Aijd,  in  the  5th  regiftcr,  p.  4.23,  flic  might 
have  feen  LeyceiW,, — He  is  named,  by  a  document  of  tfa* 
zbEUBabeih,  in  tbe  paper  office,  the  Earl  ni  Ltfter.,  mafter 
of  th«  borfij:  And  he  is  called  Licejiir^  in  Nichols's  Pro- 
gralTes,  voL  i.  p.  58;  and  in  Peck's  Defidtrata,  118:—. 
Upon  fhe  whole,  [  have  (hewn  tight  varieties,  in  fpellinj 
(he  name  of  Leicefter,  wluch  Elizabeth  both  may  have  feeiv 
and  might  have  copied. 

(;}  IiHtuiry,  76-8« 
-  niany 
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■may  (r)  diftlonaries ;  in  order  to  prove,  that 
tbe  C^wen  coald  neither  compKmmt  berfclf; 
aor  be  compUmenfed  by  men  of  compfimcnts. 
Strange !  that  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  he  woalj 
ranfadc  the  ftorehottfes  of  karoing,  rather 
than  look  into  the  fkfliions  of  life.  He  mi^ 
have  fbuod  an  affecting  letter  to  the  Earl  of 
SfMithampton»  frotn  the  Earl  of  Efler,  icben  be 
vias  under  Jintence of  {s)<ieaeht  rfhich  hadfaverf 
him^lf  much  m)ilbk:,  and  the  reflexions  of  hii 
readers  : — "  My  Lord  {  as  neither  nature',  not* 
•*  cuftom,  ever  tnadft  me  a  man  of  compli- 
«*  mems  j  fo  now  I  fliall  have  Icfs  rtffi  than 
"  heretofore  to  ufe  foch  ceremonies,  when  I 
"  have  left  to  Martha  to  be  JhUcita  circa 
*'  multOt  and  believe  with  Mary,  that  tmum 
^  fufficiti  But,  it  Is  vx}  compliment,  or  cere- 
"  mony,  but  a  real  and  neceflary  duty,  that 
•*  one  friend  owes  to  another  in  abfence,  and 
**  efpecially  at  their  leave  taking,"  We  per- 
ceive, then,  though  the  fcepticiim  of  our  critic 

(r)  In  Edvard  Philips  [PhflUps]  Niw  WwUsfmris^ 
which,  he  tiiinks,  firft  appeared  in  1659,  [1658]  we  have, 
compliment  in  ia  Qriginal,  and  fecondaiy  fenfe.  flnquiryt 
p.  78.]  He  knows  not,  he.  fays,  when  the  firft  edition  of. 
Coles's  EngUfii  Didionar/was  publifhed.  [lb.  Si.j  Ths 
title-page  of  my  copy  fhows  it  to  have  been  publillied,  in 
1676  i  as  fait  Latin  CtSfomry  Was  firft  printed,  in  1677. 

{i)  Howard's  Cd.  ?•  5«> 

cannot 
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cannot  fee  it,  how  common  the  word  was,  in 
that  age.  Shakipeare  has  the  very  exprefliob 
of  Eifex*  **  ^  man  ofcompUments  (/)."  "  He 
**  obferved  few  compliments^  in  matters  of 
^'.  arms,"  fays  Sydney,  at  an  earlier  period. 
Ycti  the  pubUc  accufcr  can  fcarccly  be  pcr- 
fuaded,  that  the  fubibmtive  compliment  was 
ufed  in  Elizabeth's  reign  (»)  :  But,  he  is  poli- 
,  tive,  that  the  verb  to  complimint  did  not  then 
exift.  Hamlet,  however,  when  the  players 
came  to  entertain  him,  faid  j  "Gentlemen^  you 
"  are  welcome  to  Elfiooori  your  hands :  come,  , 
^  then;  the  appurtenance  of  welcome  is  ^lihion, 
**  and  ceremony :  let  nie  complment  with  yos 
**  inthis  garbe('u)."  Mr.  Malone,  indeed,  has 
difplaced  compliment^  and  inferted  comply^  in 
its  (w)  room,  though,  with  what  propriety,  I 

(/)  Love'«  Labour  Loll,  «£t  i,  f.  i  {  as  Mr.  Malone 
allows :  And  fee  AyTcough's  In<iex  in  Vo.  GmiplimtptSy 
bow  frequently  Sbaklpcare  has  die  word,  and  has  it  oftencr 
dian  the  Index  fliows ;  as  he  alfo  has  the  adjefiive  c<impU~ 
mmul,  which  is  cta/jm  to  the  verb. 

{«)  The  Englifh  ambaflador,  Sir  Henry  Neville,  wrote 
fi-om  Paris,  on  the  20tb  of  February  t«%S)  ^  ^t.  Secretary 
Cecil :  "  I  went  to  campknuntifi  with  the  extraordinary 
^  ambaflador  of  Venice  :^-our  fpecch  was  little  befides 
*•  cmpiim^" :  —  We  parted  with  kind  campUmtnti.** 
[Winwood's  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.i54>j 

(v)  Hanmer's  Edit  1745.  vol^vi.  p .  36A 

(w)  Mai.  Shale  pol.  ix.  p.  269. 

will 
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wiU  -aot  inqt^^  *  I  mU  -fio.9  .pfsiii^  -att 
authority,  which  ^  pubUc  jioci^f  ^aoftftt  jji^ 
readily;  difpkce,  nftr  ^fily  dfe^|fi^:.;Ar)FK>Off 
f<ir  ia/m^iarUf  w}iigi>  I^Qfd  BurgbUy  left  to. 
hisfoo,  Rpbtfrt  C«cil,. there  is  tH«:/dll0wtIi^ 
prec^c:  "  3e  ii){(sto  .k««p/om*.^cit  man 
"  thy  friend*  but  trouble  :htrn;  i^K  fvr  trifles; 
"  CompUmfnt  him  often  wii^  many,  yet.ftxUiU 
*•  gift*,  antd  <^  littift  charg?  (#r)."  ^ow^  ihere 
'  is  the  ver^  to  eompliment,  e^rprei^y  ufed  t^  , 
Lord  Burghiey,  wh&perfe^ly.kDCW  vhat  be 
wro^,  both  as  to  fentiment,  and  (lyle.  ,fittt, 
whether  M^rfton,  the  iatirill*  kneW;  his,  own 
meantgg,  in  ,the  following  lines«  I  pretend 
not  to  4iviae :  — 

**  But,  now  tiilijugkr,  with  the  worldf  cea&nt, . 
**  Hath  halfe  his  li>ul ;  ibe  other,  ceit^iiiiuia,      . 
•t  Mad  worjd  the  wtulft.    But,  I  Ctirgct  pW|  I, 
"  I  am  feduccd  with  this  poelle  (/)." 

Without  pretending  to  know,  whether  Mar« 
AoR  intended,  in  this  poe^,  to  ufe  comji/unenf^ 

[x)  Peck's  Difideretfiy  vol.  i.  p.  49.  Sir  George  Buc 
Ids  the  following  exprcffions,  in  his  Dfdicat'm  of  the  Tresa 
tiTe,  on  Thi  Third  UHivtrfityy  to  Sir  fdward  Coke,  dated 
die  i2diof  Auguft,  i6ix;  "And  albeit  I  doe  not  (iaom* 
"  fEnunting  manner)  tnakcdail^jirofeffion  of  this  mj' ot^ 
gidon,  as  many  ufe  to  do;  yet.  Sec  [Howe's  Chronicl% 
1065.]  Here  is  the  partieipU  of  the  verb  U  tm^aunt.    ■    • 

{y)  Marftcm's  Scourge  ei  ViUaiue,  1599,  Stg'. H%>^ 
Stuktnmtltnafuta  tamia, 

H  » 
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m^1iltikOAi^i4lcii-ntb,  I  iHfi  only  aildyfotf 
rfK'Atke  df' tlvdfe,  who  ate  turibus' ih  tracing 
ijbe  mdAifieBtk^^  of  oi3^  Iuiguige»  as  it'^M&j 
M},^w»lRKt,r  aN^  ftdes,  that' there  was  pub*^ 
EUhedt  bfefbt^  /^  Rffioration,  ths  Arf^'{x) 
G»M|ft£»Ktfr/)^t-Bn  art,  lA^th-  wae  fuffideritly 
kBowhv'^dcifte&  pradllM,  Qating  Elizabeth's 

*~  -  Frofti-  ni  ^ifi^ifidon  on  compfimcnts.  If 
Hfts  etffy.td^^Wrge  to  the  e|iithet>  fretiye» 
Ttie  <li(S^  df -the  tknes  did  not  allow  Elian^ 
BM^,  as  tbo  public  facc^iifer  pretends^  to  coti^ 
8KiAdMth«^^A^f  VAn/^-ofShakfpcord.  SkeN 
lM)%ii|  ftiev^n  her  father  howb  poptpt  eodd 
be  (ii)  praifed  i  ufing  the  vciy epithet:     ■ 

**  Ha^ttttha;  parrot, ye'canbogh^nlr)'^' 

A 'c  4iaiSi'put' 'the  epithet,  no  doubt,  into 
"  the  ynkhorri"  of'his'  *'  Mayden"  Scholar: 
^or,"he  mdUes  of  '*  Mea  in  Italy,  who  were 
•*  fo  uhoaturaV  a5  to  hate  p'reitU  yong  vir-. 

"(a)  Sce^i^j/K//rfrrf*r,the  3d  edit.  167,1.  "Prefixedi 
^  is  z  figuK  «f  ShaJefpeue,"  wliicb  emulates  the  "  Cbanjf- 
^-Jitit  caavas,"  ibr  its  great  liLcueTs  of  the  gentle  originaL 
j^es  Sbkley  publUbed,  in  1631,  aj^omeiiy,  entidjul,  ^  Tkt 
f^.^ehaalti Cm^f/afentSi"  whicli  was  npubliihed}  witbltia. 
pbySi^ia  1653. 

-  ■:(tf)'"^e>  «C  $l»lton>  (Wetluiieat:"   Spt^  fbmt^ 

&c.  Imprimed  b;  Abraham  Wol^  nithout  the  ]FRar. 

5  '*  ginnes.** 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


A*9  9tttiiTTtx.]  /»r'ibt  Vtttt'VBltS.  ^■ 

**^  :^fiAe8'<iy.''  And;  Shakfptatt  htefttf  W 
the  word,  Ifi  Bie  fonnett,  which  be'fene  W- 
EU2abeth,  by  the  Lord  C&am^tdytif  • 

■■■**  LMkiagiinftipritfy' Tilth  up6natyfiitt(i).'* 

Oar  gh*t  dramaiift  bronght  ojiDn-wAtorA 
a  -**-wfench  of  exctHeht  diScourf^,  pre^,  2.tA  ' 
"  'Boffiy{d).''  Ytt, oiff  icfepticalcritM; doubts 
"■whether  the  cjsithet/i^«irj' was  then  ap-' 
••'■  jdiod  to  vrktifi  toiApo^ons  {ey."  -  -Mar- 
iion  would  hare  TcmoVtd  his  diubtt,'  had-  hd" 
looked  into  the -fatiiift's  '"flccrtifgerf  V2-' 
«  knic:'"^    ■"".;  ■■        ■■■;:" 

«  wWfoe'rtliB  wtweiy  Aats prtljiprttj  ^pSSfii  i- 
.  .:«  ThMe|)ithcte-(i«h^otti»(fprighiiy  Wo^x^"    ■ 


{b)  ScMemafler,  1571,  p.  29.->-Tn  d)e  fhftnix'N^f, 
unpiinted  by  Jacldbn,  in  1593,  p.  59,  Thomas  Liodgc  has 
tW  Mlowing  couplet : . 

"  For  pilUe  frtiii  eies  furceare, 

"  To  give  ma  vn,m,  and  grant  me  pe>ce." 
In  a  cometiy)  which  was  writtea  about  the  jrear  i6oa,  and 
en^tled   "  The  Return  from  Parnafius,"    Furor  PiitKUt 
dies  out:    "Come  pretty-wort  nos*d  nymph j    O  IWct 
*•  Tha]ia,  I  do'kils  thy  foot." — Furor  immediately  addj: 

**  He  i)a^w/jinventorof  Digh(  profe; 

*  But,  there's  ho  fplrlt  in  his  giovling  fpeech.'* 

■  (c)  Mul.  Sup.  Vol  I  p.  6go  j  Ibnnet  I  j«.  - 

H  z  MarftoQn 
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Maffton,  dcTceodiag  from  his  general  tofic,. 
addrtffled  i  ia{ve>  "  ^  Sithmtm  :-^ 

"■  Come  prOij  pln{ing  fyntphonie  of  word  (/}." 

Now,  the  verfe.oi  Marfton  was  a  written  cam- 
pofition  {g) .  But,  our  fceptical  critic  might  h^yc 
compIeCely  cleared  up  bis  moft  /ceptical  doubts, . 
b^  rp&ding:aay -page  of  Webjje's  D^cour/e  of 
^n&iy^_  Poetry,  which  was  printed,  in  1586.. 
Treating  of  the  different;  fpecies  of  poefie,. 
We&&€  feys,  **  the  tijird  kind  is  sl  pretty  round 
"T^rfe."  .  He  fubjoinsv  "Behold  tJic/««/^ 
•*  pafloral  contentions  of  Virgil  in  the  third  ■ 
"  xglplgc,''  To  this  he  adds,  that  Abraham 
Fleming  has  many  prety  poefu  [poems]  of  his 
own.  Wc  here  ice,  that  Webbe  decifively 
applies  the  epithet  pretty  to  written  compo- 
fitions^  as  Elizabeth  applied  the  fame  epithet 

(/)  Three  Bootes  of  Satjrcs ;  Printed  by  J.  R.  Aiia» . 
Dom.  15091  Sig'.  D. 

«  Be  not  fo  ftarftil  (prtitj  (bale*)  to  mceie, 
"  Ai  Fiof'tm  u  the  rergeant^  face  to  greete." 

..Cf>  Sw'the  Dedication  d^  Florio's  WtrU  of  Werds^ 
1598*  wrfivCi  in  freaking;  of  writers,  he  layf,  **Boccace  isi, 
*•  Prett'u  bardi  yet,  undcrftood:  And  our  William  Thomas 
"■  hath  done  prtttitit" — William  Thomas  had  published 
"  The  Italian  Grammar  and  Diflionary."  [Herbert,  875.J 
—On  the  mai^  of  the  tfanilation  t^-Hcrodcttus,  imprtniDd 
by  John  Day,  in  1583,(01.  zi,  b,  there  is  the  foUowtng 
nqeiK  "■  A  Prtt)  Difiuirfiy  Ibewing  the  means  bow  Cr.cC' 
*  &(S  and  Aftyaget  cune  to  be  of  a  kinne." 

ta 
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to  the  prettye  vcifes  of  Shafcljs^rtf.'  ©UriiJg 
that  age,  it  .became  proverbial  to  Taj,  "^Svery 
"  thing  IS  frettiet  when  it  is  Httle" '  Jdhn 
Taylor,  the  water-poet,  wrote  ah  epigram, 
upon  the  proverb:  '' 

*  There  iia_^(*^«jai  but  not  fowittie,'  -': 

^  That  When  a  thing  ii  Jinlft,  it  is  pr.Mif-:  > 

**  This  doating  age  of  our's  it  finelj  fiti|  „ 

"  Where  many  men,  thought  wifcj  have  pretlj  flnti{ft).'* 

But,  whatever  daalft  our  fceptical  criti^ 
may  have  about  the  epithet  pret^;  he  has 
none  about  the  impropriety  of  the  word  tffcr-; 
felfiy  as  an  unity:  He  has  never  fotlndit  in 
any  manuicript  of  that  age, '  written '  as  «I* 
word.  In  the  copious  volume  of  our  lan- 
guage, he  could  not  have  found  a  word  more 
varioufly  joined^  and  disjoined,  than  tlie  pro- 
nontifelf{i).  It  was  from  Elizabeth  her-fcll^ 
that  be  learned  to  make  a  disjunctive  of  this 
copulative,  felf.  When  the  Queeri'  thanked 
the  Earl,  and  Countefs  ofShrewiburyfor  their 

.  {b)  Works,  1630,  p.  264,  Taylor  vas  bom  ui  1584} 
and  was,  <tf  courfe,  the  contemporary  of  ShaUpeare,  though 
twenty  yean  younger:  Th^  waterman  mud  have  often 
^uSid  Shakfpeare,  u4io  is  bid  to  hivi  lived  on^K  Bani^ 
fdt:  They  muft  have  chopp'd  verfcs  together.  If  die  con- 
mfitionc  of  die  gi;£ateft  dramatift,  -with'the'gmrteft  wller. 
poet)  could  be  retrieved,  wbu  a  prodigious  difc(]vfqrpt  yifpaXi 
be:  Let  us  not  dcTpair !  Shakj^taie  ha>.thftfiuQp;pbiy-<^ 
}rtttj  and  littU^  in  Ltv/t  Labtia-  Lafl. 
(i)  SeeJcJinfon,inVo.>^. 

H3  rare 
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"  o^pt  -tte  fense  :»t  td^h  ypmr  ^ai(ds,  no|  as 
f»  d<*eui>te  hwn  Ijut  .tQ  «  owofije^t  rpputing 
"  him  as  artaotber  our  Jelj"-  'H^  hcrj^n.  fee, 
indeed,  how  *£liz£i:botih  .4^aiiU  i^rate,' and 
conjoin,  her  deatcft  objeia:.  Bat,'our  inquirer 
ought  to  Jiaye  gone  back,  to  her  grandfather's 
timCi  for;a_"g)5nuinp  fpecimen  of-the.uni^  of 
tha  WQT^jkJf^.  Xord  Eapop  (/)  fays,  that  the 
inftr4<3i6j)s^  >yhich  Henry  7th  gave.to  his  am- 
^laflifdoM^  yhfiiv. he  itxii.  them  to, woo  the 
yonngQi^cCD  of  rfapleai  were  ^4*ja//4'/f/j' ,pen- 
ned'  ^.^^  they  are,  {tri):^ ,  "Inftriicciomis  geven 
•'  by  thc.Kjngps  Highnefle  to  hlg  trnfty  and 
*'  TyeU  jb^QWed  fprvaunt^s  -  Fraqceys  Marfyn, 
**  Jatnos  Bsyhroke,.  and  John  Stile,  .fhewing 
**  towtheyihaUordei;ii^/^^whentheyflwH 
^  fouac  to.the  prefenpc,  of  the  ojd  Quenc.  of 
*>.  ^aplfsancTtheyoaijgO^pe  hir  dough^er," 
The  anfwcrs  are  ftill  more  eitqui/itely  penned. 
A  thort  example,  will  ^  prove  feveral  points : 
•"  Xs  w;e  be_  ipformyd  that  the  faid  quynes 
•vh»vp  tb/?ir  Ipgeynge?  evfrycbn  of  theyra  fe- 

(«)  ■Tliehiftruaioos  of  Henry  7th  to  his  atnbaflideri 
lllwrepdatedfcrBeckef  andDe  HoncTtjin  ry6r. . ' 

"  veral 
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"  Iiave  their  fervaDtes  men  n!omc£)i  and  icjefth 
.**  \yj  tb^m  je^  not'w'-iloBdeyttge-the'iaid 
*'  quynes  do  kepe  their  alHtcs  &  fabwfe 
**  holdys  botfae  jointfy  togethcrs  as  om  houfe- 
*•  hold." — And;  Hcniy  8th  did  not  diipara^ 
the  ftylc  of  his  fiirfier(B).  This  exquiju 
writing  had  not  become  quite  uh&lhionable 
in  Elizabeth's  days:  In  her  aforefeid  letiCf 
of  thanks  to  Lord' and  Lady  Shrcwlbury,  fliis 
tells  them  ;  *•  Yc  might  thinid  yourfilfes  moft 
**  unhappyc  yf  yae  frved  {here  is  a  fine-lpe» 
"  cimen  of  the  ^fynco^"]  fach  a  priftre'as 
**  fiiould  not  bo  as  teadye  'gfttyonilie  to  coA* 
•*  fider  of  yt  or  diankfullie  to  acknowledge 
"the  feme.''  _5i^'at"that'Kfplentient  pc- 
ridd»  was  mach  aicd'  in  com^ofitioD ;  andi  M^ 
Shakfpearfe,  often  vety  harfhly,  as  Johnfoif  h& 
weft  exemplified'ttf).'  Yet,  Spcnfci"  has  puhi* 

■  (»)'  li)  Henry  89u  j^iotrt  Ktttt  •  ttr^tu  letter''  Of 
Martin  tiiafaer  i>W*'wliicb  bql^  Uvth  the  n^  autbgri  w 

*  r^ardjmge  (as  it  was  worthy)  cotcmpncd  and  nac  wolde 
**  vouche  &fc  any  thing  to  reply  rcputyog  vttrft^  ia 
"  Chrift's  caufe,  (nat  tO£ood  with  a  right  meaiie  man  to  re»> 

*  Ibo  or  cotrary]  but  nothing  ihetely  frutelclft  with  a  kiidc 
**  Frere  to  raylia."   £Herb(at*s'Printers,  vol'i,  p.  i9&J  ' 

(e)  Johnfon,  ih  Vo.  Sef.     ' 

H4     ■■-"^-■"       ed 
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*A\fiff  i^lhikingl:^,4U-tb  fimufli -wr  -arlift 

r:  i<''.iBafen3ilw3doort£u^jf(4Mifuaniigc«}V) 

-.:     ^  Day  aii4  ni^t,  leeching  wtry  watch,  and  ward." 

.•Recollcifling  ShakipcM c*a  weijfih  oiextelUnt 
dyhourje,,  our  t  fceptical  critic  oiily  hejitates 
dijtih  to  tb(j  ^tccelknce  of  Shakfpcare's  veries, 
as-cxpreflicd  by  JEUzabeth.  He  calls  on  the 
believers,  tq  produce  an  example  of  the  word 
^*^^//?Hrt; being  applied,  in  that  ?ge,  to  written 
compofitions ;  He  knows  of  no  fucb  example  {f). 
Had  he  looked  ii>tp  the  Cimcordance,  he  would 
have  found  in.  the  English  Bible,  the  word  ex~ 
(flUncf  applied  to  almoil  every  thing  in  art,  oi 
nature,  writte4  an^  unwritten  (y)* 
.  Hcjioth  oot,.  however,  bifitau  dijlike  to  the 
■WDrd  amufe:  He  was  quite  fcandalized,  that 
Elizabeth,  whp  underllood  eight  languages* 
ihould  ufe  the  word  amuzt,  which,  |a  its  pre- 
fcnt  fenfc,  b  pcrfcflly  modem  (r) .  He  run* 
X>ver  the  beadroU  of  di^onaHesj  of  Barrett, 
«nd  Bullokar,  Cawdrey,  Cockeraoi,  and  Kerfey, 

(f)  Inquiry,  79. 

..(f }  Sip.  the  Colophon  of  7i>t  ijjiery  Stgt  and  dtflnu- 
ei»«  ^Trove,  printed  by  Pynfon  in  1513: 

"  Go  lylcil  boke  (and  (Mil  tbe  in  the  grace 
"  Of hym tbatU)  matx of rxeelltiHt" 
(r)  Intjuiry,  81. 

Sherwoo4 
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ShecwDOd,  and  3%iHps  [PhiUips] ;  in  order  to 
make  out  his  point.  ■  Cdes  is  the  firil  lexico- 
grapher, who  fomifhed  him  with  aa  example 
(rf"  ** amufe"  tt)  put  [one]  "in  a  dttitip," 
though  he  knows,  not  when  Cotes  ^t&  pub- 
Ulhed  his  Engliih  Didionary  {s).  Why  will 
our  critic  xnalce  a  parade  with. his  kxicc^ra-> 
phers,  without  looking  into  the  very  didi«i-> 
aiy,  which  would  have  ihown  Yaai  atmtfe  ia 
the  prefent  &nie.  In  Howel's  Lexicon  letra^ 
gbtfctty  an  EngUfli- French -Itahan-Spanifh 
DifUonaiy,  .which 'he  compiled,  before  the 
Reftoratbn>  and  pubUlhed  in  (/)  1660,  our 
inquirer  would  have  found  to  amyftt  amufedti^ 
mn^eTt  an  amujtment.  It  were  wrathy  of  his 
i^uiological  diligence  to  inquire,  whether  hui'^ 
goage  exited  before  dictionaries  j  or  didioaa» 
ries  before  language.  His  inquiries  wouM  pn>* 
bably  find  that,  though  the  EngHfh  language 
had  been  fpoken,  and  written,  for  ages,  yet« 
that  the  origin  of  Engliih  difiionaries,  and  the 
birth   of  EUzabeth, .  have  nearly  the   ijtine 

(f)  It  WIS  firft  poUiflied,  in  1676. 

(0  7*his  large /ruyf/'/o^j^frT,  was  dedicated  1^  Howe] 

to  CtuLiles  ad,  in  May  1660,  "  wbes  the  difmal  dowd, 

"  wMdi  had  put  a  fea  of  iepuancn  beoreeti  the  king  and 

<*  his  fiibje^  was  iautered  inldsthan/ttw^fi&Miri,  totfae 

A  of  mankind." 

epoch. 
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MI  England }  fo  tbe  word,  in  its  variosi^  ioniUi 
canned  thsre>  befbrs  Howdl  plssM  iboaif  ifi 
htv  alphabet.  Cptgrave^  as  <(uo(e4-hy  Mr. 
Ma^ne,  cataitil)K  ufitdthe  word  mm^  m 
x4ii.  If  it'cxifted  in.wr  bpguagslbelbrd 
Hondku^ed.k)  may  net  ;tbe  .weed  have  lUb 
•lifted  inTic^  tefoco  it  was  written  by,  Cot- 
pav^?  ^Eliiabeth,.and  &tiakrpearo,  wbre  i}0£ 
•nfyamuied  themAslvcE,  but  weoc  the-  qanfo 
crf^  flsaafemeBt!  in  'othors^  .befbie  Gotgretve, 
**  the  pioneer  cfUtevatunt,  waa  driveo.  by  tht 
*t  fev  of  .eril>  to  labour  a|  one.  of  the  lower 
^  <m[^flgrD;Ants f]f  Ii&."^^  -  ..  I  .  -.  : 

.  .Yat< 'is-  it  one  of  dso  ^lacic8>  -wiash 
vkanrA-m^be  liiqmrjt'tobx^^i&i  thata-wo^ 
dflotiLiuit  sxi^  ia  our  laDguage,  becaufe  th^ 
«aA^  iannok  find  it  w.  his  liboar)!.  If  a  die-* 
tiDiavj'be'  kJiltSHon,  rathtis  than  a  ai>7<f^Aun 
ftf*^  wsrda-iqaac  mttemaUEj^fyJbei  a  dic-« 
tibnar]^  Qurot  afiofid  *.decili.Te  proof  of  tbs 
BOifcexiften<^:afi:a  Mordf  ^fdnu  other  book^ 

(«)  In  fe(9,  there  diiin»twft.^«-A(!^'I*ofSl'Mb«th, 
anydiAionary  of  "oure  maternall  Englyftie  tongue:"  as 
nay  be  inferred  from  the  litcncd  of  Herbert,  though  diere 
tfoubdcis  were  vocabtilanes-of 'Englifc  and  Latin:  The 
Prei^thriui P'uernrKth-ipnntsAh'jTyr^'ori.,  th  l!^^9,  was  the 
firft  BngSjby  atidIJ»fln,'di6H«iayf;'"'HcVbert,  vol.  i.  p. 2\S. 

which 
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A^  ftifaJftSafy,  which,  ifltbp  Auq«  owiv 
A95  GoQfaqi^f^  every  page  of  *e  Inqqiigfc 
la  iUppofc,  tliati  4  Htord  was,  fsf  ^  $rf^  «iH«^ 
iiuro^ttced  iqto  9ur  ifeaeb.  !»hflB  it  WM  firt 
arrange^  if)  our  j^^^arksj  u  if  JeJdcPgre^ 
pby  woe  ccttva)  with  our  langii^ge.  Svck 
i$.  t^  aUi]|E(}|ty  ,qf  m^dfjriv  argqmQnts.  wbwh 
SR^  a¥  unfotrnded  ia  fa^t  09  they  are  ian;t. 
«io^  ta  rea^i^mg,  A  critic  muft  be  weaK 
indeed,  who  argues,  that  a  word  does  pot 
exift ;  b«cau|e  be  cannot  find  it :  Still  wciker 
Bwft  the  critic  be  to  infift,  ttint  a  book,  CQ^t 
fiAfakg  of  many  .woods,  does  not  ezift  on  earth  j 
b«mgfe' he  canoAt  find  it:  in  h»  library. 
Every  coUedor  of  curious  fpecimens  of  the 
tyfpgraphic  act  ia  ambitious  of  .  pofleffing 
fimie  bta<:k>4ctter  book,  wbidi  Ames  had 
never  feen,  nor  Herbert  ever  beard  of.  It 
is  not,  then,  rational,  for  i  commentator  os 
$faakfpeare  to  infift,  that  a.  writing  of  Shak"* 
fpeare  doestiot  earift  i  becaofe  it  is  not  in  hit 
coUeftioD  (u-)i  We  may  fee  this  pofition  ex- 
emplified 

<«)  I  hai^  to  !»&&,  among  my  few  booln,  SSialbi 
fyars'i  Vehws  and  AlWNIs,  which  wm  printed,  in  16271 
at  Edioburgb,  by  John  Wreitton,  and  <*  to  bee  told  ia  hk 
«  ibop  a  little  beneadi  the  Salt  Trone  :  "_   Ytt,  ^ib  rare 

book 
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Kit  A  APOLOGY    (QyKH  Eliza  let  fti 

«fiipliJied  in  fke  harremefs  of  Cipell's  ^Si^- 
j^tfTMM,  after  all  bis  reieareh.  If  a  book  may 
<be  found  ht  fomtf  library,  tbough  it  be  riot  in 
every  library,'  may  not  a  wofd  be  difcoverod 
by  die  tborougb  (carch  of  &^  ftiOre  pcnetAtiifg 
.eye,  althougb  it  may  have-e(caped  the  fupeir-' 
ficial  infpe^tion  of  a  fceptital  inquirer  ^  In- 
deed, as  our  great  lexicographer  has  obferved, 
it  is  bard  to  keep  a  bufy  eye  fteadify  fixed  upon 
^vtmefcent  atomic  or  a  dijcwjhe  mind  itpott- 
eVinefcent  trutd. 

Thus  much  ibr  die'  language  of  Elizabeth's 
epiftle'to  Shakfpiiarc.  We  are  now  to  examine 
t\yc  fuperJcriptioKi  ibr  what  ilii,  and  format 
it  is  ndt  (-w).  The  particularity  "  Per  JW^ftpr 
••  William  Sbitkjpsare  at  t&eO/oie  hye  *tbaptei^ 
now  roufes  fcepticHm  from  bis  apathy.  His 
worffaip  would  have  learned,  from  a  little  in- 
quiry^  that  it  was  the  fafhion  of  the  age,  and 
of  Elizabeth,  to  be  very  circumilantial  in  her 
faperfcriptions :  Her  &coous  letter  of  thanks, 
which  has  fupplied  fo  many  tnftruftive  -no- 
tices, flie  (Krcded  *•  fo  our  right  truftk,  and 
f*  right  wel-bclovid  Coufin  and  Counfellor 

hoolc  is  not  mcDtiOdcrf  b^Mr.  Malme,  am«ng  the  ed(ti«iis 
of  Shakfpeare's  poems  i  becawfe  he  fuppofcd,  no  doubt,  that 
it  didnot-cxift. 
(w)  In^uiif,  83. 
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"  Th'  E^e  of  Shreudbuiy.  -and.  to  .0',  right 
*!  dere  andrigfat  weUbel<wed.  Coufin  the. 
•*  CoaateSct  6is  W^e  {x)"-  Kncwing,  that 
there  was  then  only  one  theatre  of  that  i?am^. 
Q^  .was  ilrii^iy  grAiimaticai,  in  direfting  ^ 
a  player,  aod  writer  of  plays,  ■  at  the  Glohe  i 
which,  ilanding  ,on  The  Btm^fidtt  was  fitly 
d^cribed  as  bye  Thames  (7).  This  mayden 
icbolar  would  have  incurred  the  cenfure  of 
Afcham,  ^wwgb-  at  the  f^me  time  enforqii  the 
praife  of  Mr.  Malone»  if  Hie  had-  direded  her 
qwn  meiTenger»  whoever  he  were,  the  inafter 
<^  her  poA£,  gr  tha  mafter  of  her  revels,  "  ta 
*\  make  hail,  baj^cpoft  haft,  fpr  thy  lif  (a).'*  ; 
After  clearing  from  his  way  thi&  traih  4if 
words,  our  inquirer,  is  ready  to  lay  a  ftrong 
foundation  of  faifts.    «  The  Globe  Theatrq^". 

"(*)  Lodgc'sBluft.  voI.i>.  p.  155;  And  fee  the  very  par- 
ticular fuperfcripcions  of  Burghlcy,  every  wherc^  In  die 
fame  book. 

if)  See  Skinner  in  Vo.  .fir  from  die  Anglo  Saxon  £1, 
Big  i  frtpt^  fuxla  ■:  And  hence,  die  Jgwnunj  ot  Byujume. 
See  sdfo  Johnfon  in  Va  £f ;  Befide  %  near  to  ;  noting  prox- 
imity of  place :  The  Globe  was  certainly  within  eighty 
paces  of  the  river,  in  that  part,  which  has  been  gready  en- 
croached on  by  embaoJement,  during  the  lift  two  ccnturiet. 

(z)  See  our  inijuirer's  'm^Ufcatimt  in  p.  83-4  j  as  if  i 
controvcrtift,  who  was  coming  forward  with  an  tfMtbrt'. 
nipBi  wanted  fuch  vtriapj. 

»■  ■    fays 
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Ayi  he,  **  was  rrot'bKK-atr  Ae  ifm  to  \ifhk;K 
«*  thiilettw'nmft  be -refcrfed  («)-."  This  let- 
ter, then;  was  «ithef,  written  before  -  the  4th 
rfSeptembci'  1 5OT  j  Or,  it  was  nerer  written : 
Oh  that  day,  WSe  Earl  of  Xeiciifter.  who  was 
ihtited  tothepfey,  fet  Hanipton-couft,  died, 
it  Combury,  id  Oiifbrdflifre,  on-  his  way  fd* 
KenelwOTik  {^):  If"  the  Globe  theatre  weirft 
not  built  tHl  aAct  the  +th  of  September  1 5*8;' 
Ac  artachfotiifm  would  crittanly  jHtwe  die  fptt* 
riMfhcfs  of  Efajabeth'fe  epiftle.  Yet,  is  it  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  pubUc  accufer  to  make  oilt-hi* 
^int  froth  fafts,  without  traftmg  to  nega'tivi^ 
rcaibningB.  'N'eitberAggas's'mapof  L<>ndob,' 
whidi  is  fiipjxjfcd  to  have  been  made,  in  1568  ; 
rtor  Vertuc's  bfigrtving  of  a  map  of  London, 
in  1560J  norft^un's  m'api-in  157^}  exhibit, 
fays  he,  the  Jcaft  trace  of  any  playhoufe  (c). 

{«)  Inquiry,  S4. 

(A)  Di<g<]aJc's'WarwI<:k,p.'359}  the  Life  of  Ldccfler, 
17271  p>  ft8.l  :— There  is  a  letter,  wbich  has  been  already 
qifolcd,  in  Lodge's  IL  vol.  it.  p.  ^yj-dii  dated  on  die  6ih  of 
September >:  i  $88)  aC  StielFeld  Lodg^  in  Yoridhiic,  two  ^yt 
^tr  the  dtmhiJ  X/eicdlcr,  from  the  Eails  of  ShrewiBuiy 
and  Dvlby )  offiiring  their  condoleace,  and  fervices :  Tiiis 
tuXj  date,  after  his  deceafe,  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  proves 
bbw  ^eediljr  the  gliw  med  of  fii^  reign  had  ffieir  iitforftfr. 
tioa  of  huporont  evettts,  

(#)  111^11117,84. 

As 
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411*  «n» Lafa-vift^  /«r'AAfi<Z LCSVexs.  nm 

As.  dicfe '  -witineffis:  &]>;  ilot^in^'  •tiicy  provff 
HTtftni^L^ .  HiB.nrxt  vricnefs  w^lU  dojabtleis^ibfir 
mgnc: ]pqiifacbas,'a»fcd.<!cgiclu&fa.  'Chytnni^ 
i  <3iemian*i :  vidMil  ^^ooKba^  U1.-3579  ;  ;uid>  **  -if 
**  any  fuch  <buildiiLg  tben'ioKifted^-ib  Souths 
"  wark,  he*  WithitoC  doubts  .-would  Jiavc  aln 
^  ludcd  to  it  ()/).",  Cfaytiesus*  then^  proveftai 
Uitk,:a8«lieAirtoe^.iMitnd]e3^(r).  The  pUhlii 
vioa^»  iitdcad,  tik*6tSt  that  tbcre  wav  pli^ 
orinbdlc^-.  Ai  &Duffti^ifif&»'  as  ^7  as  15^9/1 

**  ihtatie,  oA  t1i9  ;QankGcl0»:eiitpFer«ly,  buiit 
".foe  fcttricfccKbibhiDns </):'!, I^itbcr  tlw 
xbivttii^  AfHithel  denying)  hero,,  prove,  uiy 
thing.  Now,  tbe  ^uftcU-rcgiflets  evince^ 
thac  there  wore,  .tefore  the  ^rar  i5Si>'^Cerr4 
**.taiii  compatites  of  |)layers!  heretofore  vAng 
**  dieir  ©oaimon  caercife  <tf  pt'yipg  within 
«  ind  ahoot  Ae  xity  of  Lobdcjo,:  who  Were 

(if)  Inquiry,  85. 

(*)  The  councH-regifter,  of  the  »pth  Novemby  ,1578, 
proves,  "that  th^e  were  certain  players,  Vithm  thp'^a- 
"  rough  of  Southwirlr,  anJ  other  pliccs  iiearkdjoiningj,  in 
**  that  part  of  Surrey,"  at,  and  before,  chat  ^bcb^  whai- 
efer'ChytraeusinayhVrehotfceti.        -  ■  '■  '■       ' 

(/)  Id:  BWiBipOupcil-regiftcr  of  date'theiMflf 
May  1^86  pcoves,  ^tlhcrewas  then'aregu&r  playheule, 
JD  St  Saviour's  parilb,  wliich  was  emphatically' oUed^ 

«ri#fiftfr«,"byd»rtftiri.  ■•  -^  '         .  '    ; 

"only 
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■*  on^  tiroDghtiB^,  from,  their  3anith».  in.  die 
**■  'pradice«  mdipiofeffioai  of  mufic,  aodplay--- 
?  iog:(^%^'  Thb'fea  is,  that  as  early  as  1570; 
ilhefe  were  fcveral  regular  playhouies  ■  crodted 
in,  or  about  the.city  of  Londoa  {b)  :  Wherr 
ttie  pkyibauies  weic  ordered  to  be  puUcd  diwii; 
within  rrfiecity,-  in  i58o»  the  Theatre,  iff 
BlackAiars,  ef<aped  the  Aiiy  of  the  fanatic8(/).' 
TfaeperfecutiMi  of  the  drama,  at  that  epocb» 
mthin  the  city,  probably  drove  the  players, 
over  the  Thames,  into  The  liberty  ^tbs  Clink, 
sa  St.  Saviour's  parifh.  In  OiSiober  15*87,  the 
inhabitants  of  Southwarlt  complained  to  the 
{livy  couocil,  that  their  l«d/hips'  .order,  for 
Itiflraining  plays,  on  Sundays,  was  Jiot  obferved 
ia^rrey,  "particularly  within  the  Ltierty  of 
**.iht  Ciink,  and  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Sa- 
!*;  viotw's  (,t)."  Now,  from  thcfc  fads,  it  is 
in&rible,  that  there  was  a  regular  theatre; 
within  The  liberty  of  the  CUnk»  on  the  Bankfide, 

'   (i)  Ke^fter,  3d  December  1581. 

(b)  NUl.  Shale,  vol  i.  2d  pt.  36  ;  Stccvens's  Shak. 
T(^ii.  p.  154, 

{i)  Id :  And  fee  Nonfabrook's  Treatlfe  agaiiifl  Dicing, 
DajKing,  'Php,  and  Enterludes,  1579,  wbid)  fpcaks  of 
tbe  Theatrtf  and  Curtaini  and  other  fuch  Iilce  [riaces  : 
p.  28-29. 

(i)  Rcgifter,  29tfa  OAobcrljSj. 

'     ■        which 
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whidi  is  within  that  Liberty:  And>  Norden'i 
iiMpof  London,  which  was  engraved,  in  1593^ 
Kt  whatever  time  the  furvcy  may  have  been 
nude,  exhibits  the  Playbau/e,  on  the  Bank*- 
fidi{I),  But,  our  inquirer  infifts,  though 
without  authority,  "  that  this  was  not  the 
*^  Gloity  but  thfe  Roje  theatre,  which  was  fo 
"  denominated  from  Rofe-alleyj  near  whicH, 
*'  it  ilood,  as  the  Globe  probably  derived  its 
"  name  from  Glohc-alley  (m)-"  And  he  fixes 
upon  the  year  1594.  as  the  probable  epoch 
of  the  building  ot  the  Globe  theatre.  He  pro- 
duces a  bond,  aiid  a  cbntra<5l,  to  eftablini  his 
point :  But,  though  they  prove  fomething^ 
they  do  not  prove  enough  ;  the  bobd,  fpeak- 

(/)  Mr.  Malone  lays,  generally,  in  Stutbuiari :  [In-i 
({uiry,  86.] — Bu^  the  fite  of  die  Globe  theatre  was,  and 
is,  called*  by  the  people  of  the  parifb,  71>*  Bankfide.  See 
Strype's  edition  of  Stow's  London,  voli  ii.  p.  8. 

(m)  Inquiry,  86:  But,  Norden's  map,  1593,  and  Strype^ 
¥ol.ii.  7,  prove  clearly,  that  Rofe-allcy,  and  Globe-alley,  did 
not  then  exift }  and  io,  thefe  alleys  oiiginated  from  the 
theatres,  and  not  the  theatres  from  them :  On  the  bank  of 
the  river,  there  was,  at  thu  epoch,  ■-  a  row  of  tenements ;" 
but  behind  them,  there  were  garden?,  and  a  park ;  as  Nor- 
den's  map,  and  Strypc,  and  the  Parlfi  hooks  of  St.  Saviour's, 
denwnftratc. — On  the  nth  of  June  15J5,"  the  Parifhion- 
**  ert  agreed  to  deliver  to  tlie  Queen's  barns  at  Greenwich 
**  two  loads  of  iirll  cut  hay,  thttty-Itx  trufles  to  the  load, 
^  and  Gx^  pounds  to  each  trufs."  [The  Parilh  books  ctf 
dnt  date], 

I  ing* 
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ing,  generally,  of  the  perfonnance  of  certain 
articles  of  ^agreement  j  and  the-  contrail,  re- 
ferring, in  1599,  to  the  late  ereSied  Globe  on 
The  Battie  («).    The  faft  is,  as  I  have  ftiown. 


-  (h)  Mr.Malone  (ays  ei^efiiy,'"  diat  the  Globe  theatre 
^  vns  not  fituatcd  iy  Themuiy  but  in  Maiden-lane,  a  ftrcet 
"  in  Southwark  at  feme  difiance  from  the  rlver^  as  is  proved 
■*  by  an  auAentic  document  in  my  pofleffion."  [Inquiry, 
p.  84.]  The  contraS,  dated  the  8th  of  Janwary  1599- 1600, 
as  exprefsly  refers  "  to  the  late  erefled  playhoufe,  on  die 
**  Bamke,  in  the  (ad  parifh  of  St.  Saviours,  called  The 
*•  Globe."  [Mai. Shak. vol,i.  pwt ad.  p-326j Inquiry, p-iy."] 
Now,  tbefe  contradiAions,  between  our  inquirer,  and  his 
own  documents,  demonftrate,  that  his  pofttions  muft  be 
wrong  J  and  <^«)urfe,  that  his  point  it  unfupported  by  cre- 
dible proof. — On  the  contrary  ;  I  niaintain,  that  the  Gt(^e 
was  fituated  on  tbt  Bank,  within  eighty  paces  of  the  river, 
.viiich  has  lince  receded  from  its  ibnner  limits;  that  the 
Globe  ftood  on  the  fite  of  John  Whatley's  windmill,  which 
is  at  prefent  uled  for  grinding  coJours ;  as  I  was  afliired  by 
an  intelligent  manager  of  Barclay's  brewhoufe,  which 
covers,  in  its  ample  range,  part  of  Globe  alley  j  and  that 
Whatley's  windmill  {lands  due  Ibuth,  from  the  wefteni  lide 
■  of  Quecnbythci  by  the  compafs,  which  I  fct  for  the  exprcTs 
purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  relative  bearing  of  the  windmill 
to  die  oppofite  objects  on  the  Thames :  Now,  the  PtAY- 
HOUSB,  on  Norden's  map,  ftandsduc  fouth  of  the  weAem 
£de  of  Queenhythe,  or  Broken-wharlFi  fo  diat,  as  &r  as 
the  compaTs  can  guide  us,  we  have  demonftration,  that  the 
file  of  Norden's  playhoufe,  and  of  Whatley's  windmill  is 
the  lame  :  But,  Mr.  Malone  aOiires  us  explicitly,  ^  that 
"  th*  Raft  theatre  ftood  awn  It  the  wejt"  than  Nwdcn'# 
playhoufe;. 
I 
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in  the  note  below*  that  the  public  aCcufer^ 
and  his  own  proofs*  contrddI£t  each  other* 
while  both  ftand  oppoied  to  demon  flratton. 
Now,  if  there  be  certainty  in  fadls ;  if  there 
beany  demonilration  in  proo&;  it  will  follow* 
that  he  has  failed,  in  eftabliOiing  his  point  { 
and,  of  confequence*  he  is  unwarranted*  in 
his  conclufion : — "  Thus  we  fee  the  Globe 
**  theatre  did  not  exift  at  the  time  to  which 
*'  this  letter  muft  be  referred  (o)."  On  the 
contrary,  Norden's  map  is  evidence,  that  the 
Globe  was  built  bef^e  the  year  1593  i  and 
the  council-regifter  is  proof,  that  it  may* 
probably,  have  exiHed*  as  early  as  1586. 

The  public  accufer  now  goes  on,  in  the 
fame  ftrain  of  eontradiftion,  and  aiTumption, 
to  compare  the  anachronifm,  which  he  has 
'  thus  failed  toeflablifh,  with  events,  anddates> 
which  cannot  be  difputed.  Leiceftcr,  who 
was  to  attend  Elizabeth  to  the  play  at  Hamp- 
ton-court, was  in  Holland,  during  the  greatell: 

playljoufc;  fo  that,  according  to  liis  ovnfitviingi  the  Rofe 
theatre,  and  Norden's  playhoufci  caiinot  be  the  fame :  And, 
the  couiicil-regifter  of  Uie  nth  May  1586  proyes,  that 
there  lyas  a  playhoufe,  within  St.  Saviour's  parilfa,  which 
W2S  then*  emphatically  called  Tht  Theatre.  Howe's  Chro- 
nicle, p.  1003,  alTerts,  diat  the  theatre,  or  playhoufc,  called 
tbi  Gkbet  was  upon  the  Bankfidt^  ntir  Ltmdoiii 
(«)  Inquiry,  89. 

J  S  part 
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part  of  the  year  1 586  :  He  returned  to  LorW 
don,  on  the  23d  of  November;  and  went, 
late  at  nighty  to  the  court,  at  Richmond  : 
He  departed  for  Holland,  on  the  25th  of 
June  1587  :  But,  he  was  recalled  on  the  9th 
of  November  1587  ;  *nd  he  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, in  December,  i587(^).  From  1587,  he 
remained  at  home,  till  his  death,  on  the  4th 
of  September  1588  (y).  And,  the  public  ac- 
eufer  profelTes,  "  to  Ihow  beyomd  a  doubts  that 
"  the  Queen  was  not  at  Hampton- court 
"  during  the  holydays  in  either  of  the  pej» 
*  riods  above  mentioned  (r)." 

{p)  Howe's  Chr&ti.  p.  743.  But,,)iiftsryha$not  yet  fixed 
the  date  of  tliat  event.  Churchyard  has,  however,  In  his  Hif- 
taritai  Difcourfe  on  tht  Civil  Wars  in  the  Nitherlands,  l602, 
p.  102,  given  an  accurate  narrative  of  Leicefter's  rerurn,, 
in  the  following  manner-:  "  The  14th  of  November,  re- 
"  turning  into  Zeland,  [from  Holland]  to  viGt  the  citiis 
^  there  ;  and  fo,  at  Vere,  in  Zeland,  reconciling  uoio.  bin) 
"  cernine  captaines  of  the  garrifon,  in  fecret  manner^  he 
"  departed  dicnce,  the  21 IV  of  November;  and  at  length, 
"  taking  (hip  at  Flufhing  the  1 7  of  December  anno  1 587, 
'■'■  he  returned  the  fecond  ^nd  laft  rime  into  England." 

(j)  Inquiry,  89:  And  fee  Stow,  [jowe'i  edition,  p.  740 
—44  :T-Broqlc  Jays  he  died,  in  1586.  [Catal.  of  the  Suc- 
ceffion  of  Kings,  and  Nobles,  1619,  p.  136.]  Thi$  is  the 
herald,  who  was  to  cotred  the  errors  of  Camden  \ 

(r)     iKjuiry,  90, 
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He  opens  his  proof  with  his  ufual  petiita 
ffrincipii.  After  putting  it  upon  others  to 
ihow,  that  the  Queen  was  at  Hampton-court, 
during  fonie  part  of  thofe' periods,  he  pro- 
duces his  firft  proo£l  "  The  regular  time," 
fays  he,  "  for  the  exhibition  of  plays  at  court 
'-*  was  Chriftmas,  Twelftide,  Candlemas,  and 
•*  Shrovetide."  He  might  have  more  cor- 
re3ly  added,  CbildermOidd^t  Sund^^s,  and  othec 
days  (j).  Here,  then,  he  lails.  He  fpeaks  (/) 
next  of  the  inconvenience  of  the  apartments 
at  the  Queen's  palaces  i  in  order  to  Ihow  the 
improbability  of  plays  being  a£ted,  at  Hamp- 
ton-court :  But,  the  council-rcgifters  prove, 
that  there  were  plays  a£ted  there,  at  Chrift- 
mas 1575.  and  at  Chriftmas  1 59 1  («):  Now, 
here,  again  he  fails,  in  his  fecond  proof.  He 
will  be  more  fuccefsful,  perhaps,  in  his  third 
proof:  "  Frwn  the  beginning  of  December 
^  1587,  to  the  8th  day  of  July  1588,  &e 
*'  refided  at  Greenwich."    His  pofition  is,  as 

(/)  Council-regiftcr,  21ft  February  157J,  14th  Fe. 
bniary  1579:  and  the  regifter,  1575— 1579— 158 1-2— 
]  588— 1390-91. 

(/)  Inquiry,  90-1. 

(«)  RcgiHers,  10th  January  f576j  and  7th  March  i592« 
vAAch  -contain  warrants,  for  paying  tiie  [dayers,  who  a£led  at 
^ainpton>court>  on  thofe  days. 

J  3  ^"^ 
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the  context  evinces,  that  (he  rcfided,  conti- 
nually, during  that  period,  at  Greenwich.  He. 
ought  to  have  added,  what  was  very  material, 
indeed,  for  him  to  conceal,  that  the  court 
was  at  H  ACN£  Y,  on  the  i6th  of  April  (i>)  1588, 
where  Leiccfter  was  prefent.  Now,  this  is 
a-  moft  important  abfence  from  Greenwich, 
It  was  at  this  period,  if  ever,  that  the  Queen, 
and  Leiccfter,  went  to  the  play,  at  Hampton- 
court,  which  is  only  a  &ort  journey  from 

,  Hacney.  Apd  he  thus  fails  in  his  third  proof; 
and,  failing,  in  all  his  proofs,  he  has  ^led  in 
ihowing,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  her  majefty. 
was  not  at  Hampton-court,  in  any  of  thofe 
periods,  when  Leicefter  could  have  pleafed 
her,  by  his  prefence,  and  Sbakfpearc  amufed 
her,  by  his  ading. 

After  all  tho£e  failures,  the  public  accufer 
comes,  by  a  regular  approach,  to  his  laji,  and 

fatal  objection  to  Elizabeth's  cpiftle.  He 
opens  the  tr^ncfaeSf  in  his  accuftomed  oi^n- 
ner,  by  begging  admiflion,  inftead  of  forcing 
the  place.  He  is  aftoniflied  to  fee  the  raodcft, 
find  carclefs  Shaklpeare  *f  feduloufly  docketing 

{v)  CouDcil-rcgtfter  of  tbatdate;  and  flie  did  not  renim 
to  Greenwich  till  the  aift  of  April :  the  was  alfo  abfcnt, 
from  Greenwich,  in  February  1588,  as  appears  by  the  re- 
giflcr  of  the  6th  of  February, 
"    '  ?''his 
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"  hU  papers  with  the  pun<ailious  exaftnefs  of 
"  a  merchant  or  attornoy(w)."  It  is  ftill  more 
remarkablci  he  (x)  fajrs,  that  the  poet  ihould 
take  fuchcareof  thisgraciousepiftlc}  yet^ihould 
not  have  preferved  the  prettye  verfest  which 
gave  occafion  to  it  {y).  Our  fceptical  critic  ia 
fcandaljzed,  that  the  Lord  Chamberlain  ihould 
have  prefentcd  the  prettye  verfes^  inftead  of 
the  maficr  of  the  reveis,  or  the  treafurer  of 
the  chamber,  who  were,  "  unquejiuinably" 
the  proper  perfons  to  convey  to  players  royal 
mandates,  and  royal  bounties }  as  if  the  Lord 
CfaambeHainr  and  ladies  of  the  court,  had  not 
beeui  in  the  conftapt  praftice  of  prefenting 
bopks  to  the  Queen,  and  commp|)ic4ting  royal 
acknowledgments  {z),  '  If  Churchyard  pre- 
fentcd 

(w)  Inquiry,  97.  (*)  Id. 

{j)  Thdc  verics,  we  have  Tifen,  the  poet  did  prefervet 
and  the  commentator  criticized  dicm,  without  rrrcf  it  zin^'i' 
Sthtrial  gutfi. 

(z]  In  1 594)  the  Gefla  Grayorvmv/tn  patented  beforfc 
the  Queeen,  who,  being  pleaTed  with  the  entertainment^ 
<*  willed  tile  Lord  Qramieriaiity  diat  the  gentlemen  lliould 
'*  be  invited,  on  the  nextdbiy,  and  preTented  to  her:  Her 
**  majefty  gave  tfiem  her  hand  to  kifs,  widi  ftioft  gracious 
*'  words  of  commendation  to  them  particularly,  and  in  ge- 
**  neral  to  Gray's  Inn,  as  an  houle  fhe  was  much  beholden 
*^  to>  for  ^lat  it  did  always  Jludy  for  lane  fports  to  prefcnt 
I  4  "  unto 
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fented  his  Conceit  to  Elizabeth,  in  1592,  at 
Hampton-court ;  why  might  not  Shak(peare 
prefent  his  frettye  verfes  to  her,  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  hands :  And,  if  Elizabeth 
thanked  Lambarde,  peffonally,  ft>r  hia  pFinted 
book  J  why  might  Ihe  not  thank  Shakfpcare, 
by  an  epiftle,  for  his  unprinted  fonnets  ?  We 
may  perceive,  from  her  interview  with  Lam- 
barde, that  Elizabeth  perfeftly  underftood 
Shakfpeare'S(Wir;(jfli.'  •*  The  pooreft  fcrvice  is 
**  repaid  with  thanks."  - 

The  public  accufer  comes  at  length  to  his 
iafi  topic.  His  fatal  objedion  is  not  "  to  the 
'^'  diHimilitude,  but  the  total  ai)d  intire  difii- 
**  militude  of  every  part  of  the  writing  of  this 
"  letter  (except  tlie  iign^ture)  from  Eliza? 
"  beth's  genuine  hand- writing  (a)."  His  lait 
topic,  he  proves,  exa<aly,  in  his  former  mode, 

f  unto  her."  [Nic.  Prt^.  Qefia  Grayorum,  p,  49.]  Oa  the 
'4th  of  Augull  1601,  William  Lunbarde  prefented  to  Queen 
Elizabeth,  in  her  privy  chamber,  at  Greenwich,  his  Pan-r 
^Ha  RctuJarumi  whcrcpf  ihe  had  glren  him  the  charge,  on 
the  aift  of  January  preceding}  f  Her  iiyjcilie  cheariulli^ 
V  received  the  fame  into  her  hands,  faying:— you  intended 
*'  to  prefent  this  book  unto  me  by  the  Cauatefs  tffVaroiUk  \ 
?'  but  I  will  none  of  that  j  for  if  any  fubjcft  of  mine  do  me 
?'  a  fervice,  /  wUl  than^uUit  accept  it  from  bit  evun  bands'' 
(Id.%n.G.4i.] 

(a)  Inquiryj  103. 

^  From 
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**  From  the  examination  of  various  Jiic  JimU 
"  Us"  he  {j})  fays»  **  it  appears  that  her 
"  hand-writing  gradually  enlarged  as  flie  ad- 
«  vanced  in  life  j  and  that  in  the  year  1587, 
"  or  1588,  it  was  at  leaft  a  fourth,  perhaps  a 
"  third,  larger  than  her  writing  when  fhc 
*'  came  to  the  throne."  Is  it,  then,  wonder- 
ful, that  he  fhould  have  found  in  this  epiftle, 
which  vras,  no  doubt,  haftily  written,  as  Ihc 
pafled  through  London,  <*  no  l?fs  ffewer] 
••  than  fix  grofs  errors,"  he  fhould  have  faid, 
fix  dij^miiarities  :  The  wonder  had  been,  had 
any  limilarity  been  found.  Who  could  paral- 
lel Elizabeth,  who  wgs  fo  unparallel  to  herielfj 
at  different  periods  of  her  various  life  ?  I  have 
compared  the  fac  Jimtles  of  Elizabeth's  figna- 
tore,  which  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to  (c) 
engrave,  wAh.-^  fac-Jimile  in  Lodge's  {d)  Illuf- 
trations,  and  with  a  fac-fimk  of  the  C^ecn's 
fignature  Jn  Porbes's  {t)  ftate-papers :  But, 
they  are  fo  diffimilar  in  the  general  refem- 
tlance,  fo  unlike  in  the  letters,  and  fo  dii&r^f 
in  the  ilouriihes,  that  I  could  (hew  six  p-ofs 
errorst  in  the  beft  of  them  j  if  there  could  be 

(i)  Inquiry,  104.  {c)  Inquiry,  plate  i. 

(^4)  Vol  i.  plate  10.  (e)  WtA.     p.  59. 

derived 
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derived  from  the  labour,  any  ioilruaion,  and 
amuferoenti  which  would  repay  the  trouble  of 
detection. '  The  public  accufer  aflerts,  as  his 
concluding  .  proof,  what,  indeed,  is  equally 
unwarranted  by  tbeJaEl^  as  his  fonner  af- 
fumptiona,  that  "  her  genuine  autographs  are 
••  bolt-uprigbt{J):"  Oi hlt-uprigbtnefSfh.ov/-. 
evCT,  who  can  judge,  without  a  plummet?  But, 
of  contradicting  contradidtions,  there  is  no  end  ! 
I  here  clofe  my  apology  for  the  believers, 
which  I  fubmit  to  this  critical  court,  on  this 
head  of  the  Inquiry.  It  will  be  ca{ily  recoUedt- 
cd,  that  the  public  accufer  undertook,  by  fpe* 
cial  jnveftigations,  to  confiite  the  general  or* 
gutteat  of  the  ^rjijeilion,  which  concluded  Co 
ft;ongly,  in  their  favour.  His  feveral  objec- 
tions, I  have  fully  examined.  But,  I  have 
found,  in  his  aiTertions,  fo  little  reality  ;  in  his 
argument,  fo  little  confiftcnce ;  in  his  pre- 
tences, fo  little  candour ;  in  his  jokes,  fo  little 

{/)  laqniry,  105,  In  order  to  verify  the  aflertion,  with 
fcgard  to  the  bolt-vprighintfs  of  Elizabeth's  autagrafbsy 
i  compsued  a  great  number  of  her  fignatures,  which 
are  pre&rvcd  in  the  CoU^  of  Arms :  And,  it  appeared 
diftin^ly  to  mc,  that  the  main  ftrokc  of  the  £  was  unifbnnly 
^figiied  to  be  upright;  but  that,  generally,  the  fmall  letters 
Hicl'me  to  the  left^  particularly,  from  the  b  in  YWziitib.  Sq 
that  the  «flerted  uprightncffr  of  th£  Qjieen's  auu^rttph  is  not 
fvboUy  eonfiftem  with  the  real  truth. 

rifibilityj 
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{g)  rifibility  j  that  I  flatter  myfclf,  he  will  be 
allowed  to  take  nothing  hy  bis  motion^  although 
be  may  be  admitted  to  be  right  by  cbanctt 
radier  than  convincing  by  argument, 

{g)  In  die  Inquiiy,  p.  103,  Mr.  Malooe  bas  indeed  made 
m  [tod  jeie,  at  the  ncpence  of  the  belierers:  He  feigns  a 
committee  of  die  Crofs-row,  B.  C.  D.  E.  O.  P.  Q.R. 
who  are  fuppofed  to  be  fitting  on  "  the  Mifcellanttus  Paptrt;", 
aod  when  the  anaihrsnifm  of  an  allulion  to  balloons,  and  to 
the  earthquake  at  Lifbon,  was  objei^ed,  over-ruled  the  ob^ 
jedioni  having  '*  unanimoufly  voted  it  of  no  weight  wfaat^ 
*  ever."  At  tbtjaie,  I  am  prepared  to  laugh:— But,  I  un 
not  prepared,  if  it  were  allowable  to  introduce  fi^lian  into 
thedete£tion  of  firgtry,  to  admit  the  truth  of  the  anachro^ 
f^  There  were  balloons  in  die  age  of  Elizabeth,  and 
Sbikfpeare.  For  the  wordi  fee  Florio'S'^or^  cfff^grdt, 
iJ98,in  Vo.iaZf^,  .a  great  ball  i  Abalknt.  foiihethingi 
fu  A  Thou/and  Netablt  things  cf  fundr'u  Sartt,  printed  by 
Roberts,  in  i6oij  book  10,  No. 37,  "how  to  make  a 
■  bladder  leap  from  place  to  place  j"  and  No.  49,  «hcnv 
"  to  make  an  tgg  afetnd  into  tb*  alr:'^  Both  tbefe  tricla 
were  performed,  tike  limilar  tricks  of  modem  times,  b^  the 
TOTtfaHiaH  tf  air.  For  an  account  of  the  earthquake  at 
London,  and  other  places,  including  Lilbon,  no  doubt,  fee 
Spcnfer's  Three  prtper  Lttitrsy  printed  hy  Bynnenun,  in 
1580,  p.  23;  wherein  may  be  read  *'  a  grave  melcorologj- 
4  call  conference,  touching  ordiquakes," — We  mayhenc* 
obferrc,  how  eafy  it  is  to  fupply  ignorance  with  anatbrmifiu 
pBl  vacuity  withwam^r,  and  to  tickle  folly  widi  a  joke. 


f  III.  LORD 
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,  §  III.  

LQRD     S.QUTHAMPTONt 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Ib  opening  the  Apology*  on  this  head  of 
Hie  fubjefl,  the  believers  arc  again  led,  by  the 
^a,  to  obferve,  that  the  objeftions,  which 
{lad  been  llrongly  ftated,  during  the  firA  pe- 
fiod  of  difqailition,  are  either  relinqmihed- 
■wholly,  or  fupportcd  feebly,  fince  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Myieilaneous  Papers. 
.  To  the  iignature  of  Lord,  Southampton,  by 
bis  titict  it  was  objeded  by  th(rfe,  who  pre- 
tended to  knpw  parliamentary  ufages,  that  the 
praiStice  of  the  peers,  jn  figning  by  their  titles, 
without  their  baptifmal  names,  did  not  com-*^ 
inence,for  a  century,  after  the  epoch  of  his  cor- 
refpondence  with  Shakfpcare.  The  fceptics  ap- 
plauded this  objedion  to  Lord  Southampton's 
iignstuj-e,  as  a  d^cilive  proof  of  the  fii^on.  Oa 
the  contFary,  the  believers  heard  it,  without 
aflenting  to  the  truth  of  the  prcmifes,  or  the 
feirnefs  of  the  dedudion  i  bccaufe,  rccoljeding 
precedents,  they  knew,  that  the  objeftion  was 
jieither  fupported  by  &tft,  nor  juftified  by 
•cuHomf 

Without 
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Without  referring  to  feudal  times*  when 
men  were  known  by  the  names  of  their  lands, 
and  barons  diftinguidbed  themfel?es  by  their 
titles,  the  ^aftice  may  be  e^fily  traced  by 
precedents,  and  the  cuftom  clearly  illuflrated 
by  examples,  at  fucceffivc  periods  of  our  hii^ 
tory.  A  few  inftances  from  the  rcmarkabltf 
fpcclmens  of  lignatures  in  Fenn's  Letters, 
written  during  the  times  of  our  Edwards 
and  Henrys,  will  throw  abundant  light  on  this 
curious  fubjetSb;  and  alfo  prove,  that  the  mo- 
dem  praiSice  had  a  more  early  origin,  than  the 
objedors  fuppofed.  John  de  Vere,  writing  to 
John  PaAon,  in  the  38th  of  Henry  6th,  con- 
cluded: "Uretyn  at  Wouenho,  the  xvii  day; 
"  The  Earl  of  Oxenford; — Oxenford  {a).'* 
Wc  here  fee,  that  the  baptifmal  name  of  this 
great  peer  was  not  prefixed  to  his  fignature. 
J<Aia  Lord  Scales,  a  nobleman  of  uncommon 
worth,  concluded  his  letter  to  John  Pafton 
thus : — "  Writen  at  Midelton  the  xvi  day  of 
«  Oaob'fi — ^youre  frendc, — Scales  (^),"  One 

of 

\a)  Fenn's  Let.  vol.  iii.  p.  362. 

{i)  lb.  367.  AndfeeautographsofLonl  Oxenford,  and 
L«d  Scales,  in  vol.  ii.  plate  i.  And  fee  Lord  HafijKg*t  fig- 
BUuit,  in  the  lame  manner,  in  plate  iv.  and  fo,  of  others,  in 
dw  other  plates:— 'The  &^  then,  is  incbntroirertible,.  as  to 
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of  the  executors  of  Sir  John  Faftolf*  writing 
tb  the  ryght  worcbeppful  Sere  Mayfier  John 
Stokest  a  doctor  of  the  civil  laws,  and  an  officer 
of  the  biihbp's  court,  concluded :  ".  Wictyn 
*'  in  y*  abbey  of  langelcy  the  viii  day  of  y" 
**  monyth  of  may,  the  yeere  of  our  lord 
"  m,  cccc,  Ix  :  youre  preeft  j  —  abbot  of 
"  langelcy  (c)."  And,  even  private  gentle- 
men, in  thofe  days,  figned  their  furnames, 
without  their  baptifmal  appellations;  as  in  a 
letter  to  Sir  Robert  Rokyfby  "  be  his  fervant 
'*  and  Bedman,  Perfe  (</)  .•  A  fimilar  prattice 
'continued,  through  the  fubfequent  {e)  reigns, 
though  the  cuftom  was  not  altogether  uni- 
form {f).  The  knowledge  of  the  believers 
was  warranted,  then,  in  rejecting  the  ignorance 
of  the  fceptics,  upon  a  point  of  archaeology, 

the  Signature  of  peers,  in  thole  times,  without  their  baptifmal 
appellations,  or  the  initial  letters  of  their  names,  and  tides. 

(r)  lb.  ^00:  and  p.  422  for  other  lignatures,  in  the  man- 
ner of  anqgraim. 

{d)  Ib.434;  and  fee  the  autographs,  in  the  lame  vidume, 
plate  xvii^-«viii — xix — xx:  And,  feea  letter,  in  September 
1603,  ligned  Fowler,  in  Lodge's  11,  vol.  iii.  p,  169. 

•     (<)  See  Howard's  Collei^ions,  160-61. 

(/)  See  die  autographs  in  Lodge's  lUulhatuHtSi  vol.  1. 
plate  5,  Scc-i-And  fee  the  autc^rt^hs  in  Foibes's  &xte- 
paperSf  in  th«  time  of  Elizabeth. 

which 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


«KO  iii3CoitiiBvPOirDSNCB.]/«rf&(BBLlkvERS.     127 

which  was  ib  clearly  eftablifhed,  and  generally 
known :  Yet,  fays  the  public  accufer,  "  in 
"  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  as  your  lord/hip 
••  know8>  noblemen  in  their  fignatures  ufually 
**  prefixed  their  Chrijiian  name  to  their  [g) 
"  titles  j"  though  his  own  documents  dc- 
monftrate  a  contrary  ufage. 

During  the  long,  and  improving,  reign  c£ 
Eh'zabetb,  the  praiftice  of  the  peers,  in  their 
6gnatures,  went  on  progreffivcly,  from  an- 
cient irregularity,  towards  modern  uniform- 
ity. Let  us  take,  as  examples,  the  celebrated 
fiivourites  of  that  maiden  queen  :  The  earl  of 
Lcycefter  was  very  various,  in  his  fignaturej 
as  we  may  fee,  often,  R.  {b)  Leceftcr  j  Ro.  (;") 
Lecefler;  Ro.  (4)  Leycefter;  R.Leyccfter(/). 
Thefc  varieties  fufficiently  prove,  that  there 
is  no  drawing  a  true  concludon  from  a  fingle 
autograph,  in  that  age.  This  obfervation  is  more 
ftrongly  exemplified  from  the  ftill  more  vari- 
ous priftice  of  Elizabeth's  other  favourite : 
He  figned,  at  times,  Eflex;    R.  Effexj    Ro- 

{g)  Inquiry,  184.  (A)  Peck's T)crid.  ii2-ij;n4. 

(ij  lb.  100-4-5-6.  {k)  lb.  128-133. 

'  {I)  Lodge's  B.  vol.  ii.  p.  286 ;  and  Mai.  Inquiry,  plate 
ii.  which  is  a  different  autograph,  in  fonv  points,  from  the 
pncediDg,  inLo^e. 

....  ■  Ei&x ; 
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EiTex;  Rob.  Eflfex;  and  Robert  ECkx  {m)i 
Now,  the  egregious  fophiftry,  of  arguing  from 
a  fingle  autograph,  is  apparent  from  thofe 
varieties.  If  any  fyftem  could  be  deduced 
from  fuch  variety,  I  ibould  conclude,  that 
when  he  was  mod  gay,  he  figned  Ejex,  and 
when  he  was  moft.grave,  he  fubfcribed  Robert. 
Eflex  (b). 

The  public  accufer;  however,  comforts  him* 
ielf,  with  (o)  remarking,  that  *•  whatever  exam- 
•*  pies  of  the  modern  praftice  may  occafionally 
•*  befoundinancienttimes,Hcnry,  Lo'rdSouth- 
"  ampton  prefixed  his  Chri/iian  name  to  his  ti- 
**  tie ;  a  pradtice,  which  feems  to  have  been 
**  hereditary  in  his  family  j  for  the  autograph 
"  of  his  father— (H.  Southampton)  is  in  the 
**  Mufeum."  Strange  !  That  fo  accurate  a  lo- 
gician fhould  continually  argue  agairlft  the 

(m)  See  Birch's  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  444.-5 — ^+58—486 : 
Howsird's  Collc^ons,  232 — 521.  Sec  the  Cabala,  p.  213- 
15,  for  fevcn  letters  (o  Secretary  Davifon,  figned  R.  Eflcx; 
p.  2 1 6,  two  to  tiie  Queen,  figned,  Ro.  £^;  and  p.  218, 
one  letter  to  the  Lord  Keeper  tUlermere,  figned,  Eflex:  and, 
Birch's  Mem.  prove,  that  he  figned  his  Latin  letters, 
EJfexiiis. 

(b)  While  he  lay,  a  condemned  man,  in  the  Tower,  he 
■fiibfcribed  Rabtrt  Effex,  [Howard's  Col.  524:  Birch's 
MciD.  vol.  ii.  p.  486.J 

(0  InHui7,  184. 

conviftion 
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conrldion,  which  bis  own  documents  en- 
^e.  His  autographs  do  not  prove,  that 
either  the  &ther,  or  the  ion,  frtfaced  tbetf 
cbryiian  names  to  tbeir  titles  j  fince  they  only 
prove,  that  they  prefixed  the  initial  H :— ^ 
Now,  H  inight  reprefent  Humphry,  Hugh, 
Hubert,  Horatio,  Herbert,  Hamon,  Hadrian^ 
Hodge,  Hcdor,  Hob,  Harry,  Hobbino!,  Henry, 
or  Hildebrand.  Here,  then,  he  fails.  But, 
be  is  certain  of  his  pofition,  that  the  father, 
and  the  fon,  vniformiy  fubfcribed  H.  South- 
ampton. Had  he  looked  into  Howard's  Col- 
leftions,  he  would  have  fcen  the  fubfcription 
of  the  lather,  in  the  modem  form,  to  be 
Sout&amptan,  without  either  his  chriftian  ilame, 
or  the  initial  of  it  (^).  When  Jie  was  ran- 
facking,  unfuccefsfuUy,  every  place  for  auto- 
graphs of  Shakfpeare's  patron,  had  he  thrown 
his  eyes  on  a  white-letter  publication  of  the 
Virginia  Company,  whereof  his  lordihip  was 
treafurer,  be  would  have  beheld  the  formal 
fubfcription  of  Henry  Southampton  [q).  Here, 
again, 

[p]  See,  in  p.  226,  a  letter,  dated  the  27th  of  June  1 573  ; 
now,  die  autograft  in  the  Inquiry,  11  affixed  to  an  epiftic, 
dited  July  26, 1572-  [Inquiry,  185.] 

(;)  See  **  Hit  majeftici  gncioiu  letter  to  the  Earle  of 

*  SouUumptim,  treaJurer,  and  to  dw  Council  and  Company 

K  «of 
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again,  he -.fails,  The  believers  knew,  from 
thole  rexuarkable  ex;araples,  that  there  was  no 
jjniformity,  in  iigna£UFes>  .during  ,th<^e  tiaies. 
Jdis  iieft-  apology  iff*  whHc  ^-  believers  ■  -re- 
.quirq  none,  that :he  ;cvas  jnifled'^y  the  iatem- 
perance  of:^is.aG»1  to  reaionfrom  a^faaci^ 
uniformity,  whiph  being  only  a  Will-oVth'- 
wifp,_  led.hiip'beiidloog  inttj-^  the  great  bog  of 
"Allen."-  Hjerc,  with  Lord  CharlcmODt  by 
hi^ifidc^he  plunges  a- while,  ■  At  length*  they 
flounder  through,  "by  producing  two  Jpt^rs 
.'*.  written  by  Lord  Southampton,  the  only  let- 
"  tera  pf  .his  known  to  be  exfajit  {r}.^'  But,  J 
have  iproducpd  anpther  latter,  of  Lord  South- 
ampton, written  on  a. public  occafion,  pubHihed 
by  authority,,  and  made  notorious  fro^  its 

"  of  Virginia  heere :"  Commanding  theprefentfctiing  up  of 
filk  works,  and  pJanting  of  vines  in  Virginia,  &c.  published 
hy  authority;  andprintedby  Kyngfton,  1622.  Lord  Sou th- 
dmpton,'s  name  is  fubfcribed,  in  riia  before  mentioned  SoFitiy 
(>f  iJBNKyjSciuCliampCon,  tp  the  letter,  which  t^ie  compviy 
iu  £nglaiul  fent,  on  that  occafion,  "  To  the  Govcrnour  and 
"  Councell  of  State  in  Virginia."  This  pamphlet  will  now 
go  down  die  ftream  of  time,  borne  along  it  by  the  names  of 
Southampton,  and  Shak^>eare;  and  will  be  remembered,  in 
the  aiinMs  of  that  country,  *»  where  t{>bacca  loves  Eo  grow." 

(f)  Inquiry,- p.  185.       ' 

obje<5l. 
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i)l^e&(j).  'Onctmore,  tb«tii  our  inquirer 
^Is,  egrcgkuiily;  Aod,  ..ttje  believers  n)ay> 
jrt  lengtb,  retort  :— 

"  Tbylclf,fioaiiUtteciflg  jelfTConceitddeDd, 

«  Nor,  what  tiiou  doft  not  knotvj^to  know  pretend! " 

But,  it  is  felf-conceit,  flattering  felf-concelt, 
vhich  is  the  bane  of  all  re£eard,  and  the  ob- 
ftni^n  to  all  knowledge.  .Never  was  this 
reaiark  more  fully  proved,  than  in  the  bio- 
^phy  of  Lord  Southampton,  which  Mr. 
Malone  has  feveral  times  touched  upon ;  yet 
has  left  it,  either  without  fuln^fs,  in  its 
iadsj  or  precifion,  in  its  notices.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  of  ufe,  to  run  over  the  life 
of  Shakfpeare's  patron ;  in  order  to  eluci- 
date this  fubjetfl ;  to  point  out  the  miihikes 
of  error;  and  to  eftabli^  the  certainties,  which 
are  pften  mifconceived  by  fondneis,  and  veiy 
often  miftated  by  flattery. 

The-feroily  of  Wryothfley,  who  were  com- 
nttoly  called  IVrytbet  may  be  found  among 
the  heraidsf  in  the  feveral  reigns,  from  Edward 
4  to  Henry  (/)  8.    The  grandfather  of  Shak- 

(i)  Scejrqtanotbcrlctterof  Lord  Southampton  to  Win- 
wood,  dated  the  6th  Aug'uft  1613,  in  Win.  Mem.  vol.  iii. 

{t)  Sac  die  AcohsBologia,  vol.  iii.  p.  209; 

K  2  fpeare's 
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fpeare'fi  Southampton  rofe»  from  being  feucon- 
Jierald,  to  be  lord  chancellor,  and  an  ejtrl,  un- 
der the  capricious  Henry  viii.  Lord  South- 
ampton's father'was  Henry,  Earl  of  Southamp- 
ton ;  his  mother  was  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
Anthony,  the  firft  Vifcount  of  Montague :  Andj 
he  was  horn,  bn'the'  6th  of  Oflober  1573(a). 
He  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  father,  on 
the  4thof  Oftober  (*:;)  1581  j  an  event,  which 
enabled  his  mother  to  marry,  ere  long.  Sir 
Thomas  Heneagc;  who,  as  treafurer  of  the 
chamber,  had  much  conneftion  with  player^ 
and  writers  of  plays.  Wherefoever  Lord 
Southampton  may  have  received  his  earlieft 
learning,  he  compleated  his  education  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  finilhed  his  Audies  at  Grey's 
Inn  (to). 

From 

(«)  Btirghlcy  had  recorded,  in  his  Diary,  that  Henry  Earl 
of  Soudiampton,  was  bom  ia  1573}  [MuHeo,  792,]  but 
Mr.  Malone  has  afceruined,  from  the  dcheat  rolb  of  the  34 
of£li2.  thedayof  his  birth.  [Inquiry,  i8o,] 

(v)  Mr.  Malone  lays  he  died  in  i583:fShak.vol.  x.p.4,] 
But,  Brook,  and  the  heralds,  are  as  pofttive  to  the  day,  and 
month,  and  year.  [Cat.  of  Succcffion,  p.  224.] 

(tv]  Dec.  11,1585.  Hen.  Comes  Southampton  impubet 
12  annonim  admifliis  in  niatrlcdam  Acad.  Cant.  [Reg'. 
Acad.  Cantab.}  Htftritui' Wriitbflej  Cmti  Snabamptm 
tKfiaSut  in  trdintm  Magifimrum  in  aftlbus  ftr  gratiam 
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From  the  trammels  of  difcipline,  he  entered 
the  world,  on  the  6th  of  Oftober,  1 594.  Whea 
he  was  fcarcely  of  age,  he  had  the  honour  to 
receive  Shakfpeare's  dedicati(Hi  of  Venus  and 
AdoniSf  *'  the  firft  heir  of  his  invention :"  Aa 
another  token  of  his  love^  Shakfpeare  foon 
dedicated  to  his  firft  patron  "  The  Rope  of 
**  Lucrece"  though  "but  a  fuperfluous  moiety 
"  of  his  duty."  It  is  eafy  to  con}e<Surc,  how' 
this  reciprocation  of  kindnefs  commenced,  be- 
tween the  peer,  who  was  eleven  yesu^  younger. 
than  Shakfpeare,  and  the  poet,  who  was  ftrug- 
gling  with  the  difficulties  of  life.  We  have 
already  feen  the  origin  of  this  connedlion,  in 
the  marriage  of  Sir  Thomas  Heneage,  the 
treafurer  of  the  chamber,  with  Lady  South- 
ampton; in  the  confequcnt  intercourfe  of  the 
family,  with  the  play-houfe;   and  we  may 

JuH.  6,  1589.  [Reg*.  Acad.  Cantab.]— This  note,  Mr. 
Craven  Ord  very  obligingly  copied  for  me  from  the  late  Mr. 
Cole's  copy  of  Wood's  Athena,  which  is  in  his  library.  Lord 
Southampton  was  of  St.  John's  College.  [Mai.  Shak.  vol.x. 
p.4.]  And,  in  June  1590,  hecnteredhimfelfofLincoIn'sInn, 
it  is  laid,  on  die  authority  of  Lcland,  in  his  Encomia:  But, 
the  regifter  of  that  inn,  which  has  been  fearched,  fliows,  that 
Ais  aRertton  is  2  miftake,  as  to  die  inn  -,  and  a  penflon-roU 
of  Grey's  Inn  has  lately  been  found,  in  Lady  Grey's  Itbraty, 
at  Wrefl,  in  Bedfordlbire ;  in  which  penfioR'ToIl  [1611] 
Juofd  Soudumpton  is  mendtned  »  a  rn^n^  .of  Grey's- 

K  3  eafily 
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ea£ly  faj^fe>  that  the  ybutMulnefs  ^  l:^nl 
Southamptoa  led  him  int6  all  the  gAfe\ifi»  tiS 
the  world;  as  his  pafllon  for  £ime  made  hisof 
the  proteAor  of  letters.  ,  From  this  epoch. 
Lord  Southampton  aaay  be  &id  to  jbave  beea 
fed  with  dedications,  thd  flatideat  food-  of 
wandering  vanity. 

But,  Lord  Southampton  wast^e long fdiit^ 
ten  with  loVe,  of  a  very  (Kfferttjt  kind  from- 
Shakfpeare's  J  being  captivated  by  the  chanm. 
of  thenar*  Miftrffs  Varnon(x).  Thei-t^po- 
fition.of  Elizabeth  made  this  a  tectiotts.tourt^ 
fhip  i  which  ended,  at  length,  in  a  comfort- 
lefs  marriage. — "  He  accompanied  Lord  EHex 
"as  a  volunteer  in  .the  qxpedition  to  Cadiz, 
*'  in  1596,"  %s  Mr,  Malonc  (^}:  But, 
Camden,  and  Hakluyt  keep  Lord  Southamp- 

(*)  Rowland  White,  whom  wc  fcall  have  frequent  oc- 
ca&on  to  quote>  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Sydney,  his  patron,  oa 
die  23d  of  September  1595  ;  "My  Lord  Soudiampton 
"*f  doth  with  to  [too]  much  l^imiliarity  court  the  faire  Mrs. 
"■  Vamon,  while  his  friends,  obfbrving  the  Queen's  hu- 
*<  mours  towards  my  Lord  of  Eflex,  do  what  they  caa  to 
*<  bring  her  to  favour  him ;  but  it  is  yet  in  vain."  [Sydney, 
rap,  vol.  i.  348-]  Mr-  Malone  has  wifely  remarked,  thatwe 
ought  not  to  be  mifled  by  the  tldtn  word  mijlrifi  to  fupptrfe, 
diat  this  charming  fajr  one  wat  cither  a  difconlblatcwidovr, 
cir  an  old  maid. 

{f)  Mai,  Shale,  vol.  x.  p.  4.  -       - 
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fen  Jn  (x)  Ba^laDd;  where  he,  doubtlefs'» 
E«mamed»>  **  fettcr'd  in  aniorquS  chains :" 
And,'JVIr.  MaJone  appoints  Lord  Southarpp-: 
too,  in  the  following  year,  *f  cajii^in  of  the 
?.  Garknd,  one  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  beft 
^'fhijDB,"  and  maikes'  liiin.*^:  vice  admiral  of 
*f  the  iirft  iqUadrtHi,  in  thi  ilebtr  riistt:  failed 
•-  againA.  the  Azbras/'  ili  Jx-597'  (*')•  -  Bu(; 
Camden  fays  exprefsly,  iliat  che-i^arls  xaf  Rut- 
laikfi  Soathnhpton,  and  t-otlief  btds,  and 
knights,  "  lifted  theihfeives  as  •boiuateerp  m 
y  this  expedition  (^)."  Wbue^^er  command 
■    .he 

(k)  Kennet's  Col.  vol.  ii.  p.  593J  and  Hajcluyt's  Voy- 
ages, 1 59  8,  vol.i.  p,  607.17,  which* both  fpecify  the  prin- 
cipal perfons  in  the  expedition ;.  and.  Qiow,  that  the  fleet  re- 
maifled  at  Cadiz,  on  the  5th  of  July  1596 :  Now,  Lorif, 
Southampton  executed  at  London  a  power  of  attorney,  on^ 
tie  ifl  of  July,  IS96,  to  Kichard  Rounchjng,  to  rpceive  of 
George,  Eacl  of  Cumberland,  and  John  Taylor,  his  fervant, 
atbouiant]  pounds.  This  curious  document,  which  proves, 
diat  Lord  Southampton,  could  not  be  at  Cadiz  on  the  lit  of 
JiJy,  1396 r  and  whichilfo  ihows,  how  Lord  Souchamptbn 
(wBd  writeatthe  age  of  three  and  twent)-,  Mr.  CrKvcn  Ord ' 
coatitiuntcattd  to  me,  in  dw  moft  liberal  nrarneiv-  See- 
Birch's  Mem.  of  Q.  Eliz.  vol,  ii.  p.  45-5^,  for  adtfittoitaT' 
pR»6,tInt  Lord^outhsmpton  Was  not  da  the  cxpedoion^a 
Cadiz^in  1596. 

(a)  Mai.  Shai.  vol;  x^  p.  +;  '  ' 

[h)  Kcnnet,  vol.  ii.  597:  -Ro\plan4.\Vhite  wrote- Sir 
■     K  4  Henry 
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he  may  have  got.  Lord  Southampton  behaved 
moft  gallantly :  He  was  wounded  in  the  en- 
gagement {c)  with  the  Spaniards :  He  was 
knighted  by  £flex,  upon  the  voyage:  Yet^ 
when  he  returned,  with  his  friend,  to  court, 
in  Oi^ber  1597*  Lord  Southampton  was 
frowned  on  by  the  Queen*  "  who  thought 
?•  that  ElTex  m^h  btvoe  done  more^  and  be- 
<*  haved  better  to  Raleigh  {d)." 
.  Lord  Southampton  returned  to  the  anuift- 
ments>  and  bufinefs  of  London,  with  a  new 
relifh.  On  fome  quarrel,  he  challenged  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland;  but,  they  were  re- 
trained from  fighting,  by  the  Queen's  (f)  or- 
der.   He  began  his  parliamentary  career,  oa 

Heniy  Sydi)ey,  oil  the  9th  of  April  1597^?-"  Lord  Southamp- 
**  ton,  by  two  hundred  nuanSy  hath  gotten  leave  te  go  with 
V  them  [Lord  Thomas  Howard,  and  Raleigh]  and  is  ap- 
"  pointed  to  go  in  die  Garland,"  as  a  volunteer,  &ys  the 
ccmtcxL  [Sydney,  Pap.  vol.  ii.  p.  37.]  And  Birctt's  Meii^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  344,  is  poCtive  on  the  poinL 

{t)  Birch's  Mem.  vtd-  ii.  p.  274:  The  Earl  of  North- 
umberland, who  had  been  challenged  by  J^ord  Souduunpcou, 
wrote  to  Bacoo,  tiiat  b|s  lordlhip's  <*  arm  was  hurt  mtli  the 

(4Q  Syd.  Pap,  vol.  ii,  p,  7% :  **  Lord  Southampton  fiMight 
*f  with  one  of  the  lung's  great  men  of  war,  and  funk  her,'* 
fiiys  Rowland  White  j  but  this  is  a  very  di£erent  ftory  fro(Q 
Mr.  Malone's, 

{«)  Birch's  Mem,  v<A.  ii.  p.  274.     -  -    - 

tb9 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


«»■  »!■  CoKxiiPOitnXKCB.]  yar  f&  BELIEVERS.      137 

Ac  24th  of  Oaiber  1597  (/).  He  recom- 
mooced  his  courdhip,  with  liiefai/mgs-autt  and 
Ttnewah  of  love.  He  propoied>  in  January 
I59J,  to  travel  with  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil; 
"  to  dw  extreme  grief  of  his  miftrefle,  that 
*•  pofles  her  time  in  weeping  ig)."  He,  at 
die  iame  time,  gave  mortal  offence  to  Eliza- 
beth, who  was  already  indignant  enough,  that 
he  fhould  prefume  to  love,  without  her  know- 
ledge* and  to  think  of  marriage,  without  her 
coiient.  Soatfaampton,Raleigh,  and  other  men 
(^  £ifhioD,  being  at  play  one  evening  in  the 
pre&nce  chamber,  were  warned  by  Willough- 
bW,  the  proper  officer,  to  depart;  as  the  Queen 
msjretired  to  reft.  Raleigh,  who  knew  the 
penalty  of  difobedience,  put  his  money  into 
bii  purle,  and  departed:  But,  Southampton, 
being  young,  and  heediefs,  remained,  and 
ftruck  Willoughbie,  who  returned  the  blow. 
'  Elizabeth  hearing,  on  the  morrow,  of  this 
bnwl,  thanked  Willoughbie,  and  faid,  "  he 

(/)  *<  liitrtduShtm  fult  brtvt  Ctmtis  Soutb'lait,  34  O^ 
1597.  [Lords  Journ.  vol.  ii.  p.  ig2.]  I^ord  Soudumpton 
wwpreleiic,  on  the  7th  Nov.  the  i6rti  Nov.  the  13th  and 
i^di  Dec  and  the  parliament  roTe  00  the  8th  cf  Ffb'ry 
J59i-  [ib.a2+.] 

{g)  Rowland  White'i  letter,  dated  14  Jan'17  159},  in 
?^,  Pap.  v<d.  ii.  p.  81. 

"  had 
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**  had  better  Have  icnt  Sodd^tnptoit'  to-  dib 
**  porter ■«  lodige ;  to  fee  who  durft  faxvo 
*•  fetched  him  out  {h)"-  Yet»  Lord'Sondvi 
ampton  thought  her  majefty's  u&ge  of  bim 
very  ilrange  (i).  He  jefcdved,  however^  to 
attend  Secretary  Cecil,  oniiis-embaffy  to  Paris ; 
But,  mean  time,  Cobham;  Rmleigb,  atid  -Sontii- 
ffmpton,  "feverally  fei^lcd  Mr.  Secretary,  be- 
'<  fore  his  departure;  and  had  plaieSf  and  baa-' 
**  quets  (;t)."  On  the  loth  of  February  1 59^y 
Lord  Southampton  departed  from  (/)  London} 
"  leaving  behind  him  a  nkoIV  defolite  geatle- 
"  woman,  that  ahnoft  wept  out  her  iiureft 
«'  eyes  {in)." 

.  Fe-w^ 

(h)  Rowlsnd.White  Ulls  the  ftory,  admirably,  in  hn  let- 
ter of  the  igth  Jan'rj-  iS9g'  Syd.  Pap.  vol.  ii,  p.  B3. 

£i)  lb.  87. 

(i)  Rowland  White,  30  JanVy,  1 59 J.  lb.  87. 

(/)  Birch's  Negotiations,  p.  87, 

{m)  Rowland  White,  11  February  159J.  lb.  90.  H© 
had  fecretly  heard,  "that  Lord'  Soutliainptdn  was  a>  have 
«  been  married  to  his  feire  mifttefle,bef(»e  his  departure." 
[lb.  88.  J  This' aocounts  for  the  weeping  of  the  dcfoline 
gentlewoman.  Yet,  Mr.  Malone  marries  them,-  in  1596  :■ 
And,  he  fends  htm,  in  1598,3s  general  of  the  horfe,  to-Ire- 
land,  with  ElTex';'  while  he  was  travelling  with  Mr.  Secre- 
tary pccil,  in  France.  [Shak.  vol.  x.  5. J  In  the  poetical 
dedication 
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'  Few  yeung^  noblemen  have  trarell^d  with  4 
more  pruf^nt  gbide,  thai!  did  Lord  Sauthamp-t 
ton,  w5th  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil.  They  arrived 
It  Paris  on  the  ift  of  March  159^,  But,  it 
was  at  Angers,  on  the  17th  of  March,  th&t 
Aey  bad  the  gratification  of  fteing  the  cele- 
brated Henry  IV. ;  when  Secretary  Cecil  prchf 
iented  Liord  Southampton  to  that  illuftrious 
monarch,  &ying;  that  his  lordlhip  "  was  come 
*-*  with  ddibcration  to  do  him  fervice:"  Henry 
]V..ea:^aced>  uid  welcomed  Lord  (»)  South- 
amptoB }  who  was.  dilappointed,'  by  the  peace 
of  Vervins,  in  the  hopes  of  ferving  the  cam- 
paign of  1598,  under  that  great  commander. 
He,  probably,  returned  to  London,  in  Novem- 
ber (0)  1598  i  and  was,  undoubedly,  foon  af- 
ter 

dedication  of  Florio's  Ifirld  af  Wards^  to  Loid  Southamp- 
ton, in  159S,  there  are  die  following  lilies: 

•■  Nviii  li-v'JI  in  travilKfiniu  ritei  itKjmri^, 
"  HoDor's  iDgender'd  Tparkles  thEreto  dring, 
"  louBUtablcin  (rave)'*  tii'"'>bUi>ie." 

(n)  See  die  dirpatch  in  Birch's  Negotiations,  109. 

{e)  Rowland  White  wrote,  ad  November  1598,  that 
Lord  Southampton  is  about  to  return  to  England.  Syd.  Pap. 
vol.  ii,  104.  In  the  year  1598,  Florto  dedicated  his  fVsrld 
^Jf^trdf,  to  the  Earl  of  Rutland,  to  the  Earl  of  Southamp- 
ton, and  to  Lucie,  the  Countefs  of  Bedford.  To  the  ^^rl. 
vf  Southamptoa  he  laid  ■.-^*'  la  truth,  I  acknowledge  an  en- 
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(cr  mftrried  to  Elizabeth  VeriKm,  the  daughter 
of  John  Vernon,  of  Hodnet,  in  the  county  of 
Salop  ;  to  the  great  dffence  of  Elizabeth,  who 
ient  them  both  to  {f)  priibn  ;  as  the  inexora- 
ble lord  chancell(^  now  fends  his  wards  to 
durance  vH:,  when  they  have  been  led,  furrep^ 
titioufly,  to  the  altar  ctf  Hymen. 

After  mature  delUieration,  the  Earl  of  Eflcx 
was  appointed,  in  the  beginning  of  1 599,  Ixtfd 
Deputy  of  Ireland,  with  unprecedented  poiir- 
ers.  On  the  27th  of  March  1 599*  he  depart- 
ed for  Ireland  :  And  on  that  occafion — - 
**  ■  11  London  poar'i  out  t>cr  c'ttivain 

"  tire  deb^  not  onlj  of  my  beS;  knowledge,  but  of  all  i  yea, 
«  of  more  than  I  lyiow,  or  can  to  your  bouitteouE  lordfliip} 
«  Iff  whofi  pay  and  patronage  I  have  lived  /ime  yean ;  to 
*^  -whom  I  owe  and  vowc  the  years  I  have  to  live.  But,-  as 
**  to  me,  and  many  more,  the  glorious  and  gracious  funlhinc 
*  (^  your  honour  hath  iofuled  light  and  life."  It  ought  b> 
be  mnembercd  that,  when  the  Jccaqd  edition  of  this  ffarld 
^/^rifi,  was  publiQied,  in  j6ii,  the  firfi  dedication  wasim- 
gratefiilly  fu|>prelled,  and  a  frefli  dedication  was  made,  <*  To 
■*  the  imperial]  majcftie  of  the  bigheft  borne  princes,  j^a 
*^  of  Denmark,  CFowned(]ucenof£nglaivl^Scotland,Fraiice} 
*<  and  Ireland;  &c." 

(^)  Brook's  Catalogue,  224 :  In  writing  to  die  Lords 
of  the  Council,  £&x  cxprcIFed  himfclf  thus  :  ^  Was  it 
**  treafon  in  my  Lord  t^  Southampton  to  marry  my  poor 
**  kinfwoman,  that  neither  long  imprifomncnt,  nor  any 
**  punifiiment  befides,  that  hath  been  ufual^  in  like  cafes,  can 
*■  fatisfy,  or  appcafe  i"  [Birch's  Mem,  vol,  ii.  p.  422.] 

«,Tljc 
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*  The  aixjoTf  and aShis  brethren,  in beft  fort,' 
"  Like  to  the  fenaton  of  antique  Home, 
«  With  the  plebeians,  fw^nung  at  their  beds, 
«  Went  forth." 

"  Iq  1598"  [1599]  faysMr.  Malone,  "  Lord 
"  Southampton  attended  his  noble  friend  to 

*  Ireland,  as  general  of  the  horfe  (j)."  Being; 
at  laft,  fafely  arrived,  in  Ireland,  fays  Camden  ; 
••  and  having  received  the  fword,  according  to 

*  form,  Effcx  immediately  made  the  Earl  d 
"  Southampton  general  of  the  horfe,  clean  con- 

*  trary  to  his  inftrui9:ions  {r)."  It  was  here, 
that  an  enmity  began  between  Lord  Southamp- 
ton, and  Lord  Grey,  which  created,  afterwards, 
much  vexation  to  both(j).  Lord  Southampton, 
being  foon  difmilTed  from  his  command,  by  the 
Qncen's  orders,  returned  to  London,  on  the 
2oth  of  September  1599;  and  Lord  Effex 
unexpedledly  arrived  on  the  28th  of  the  iame 

(f)  ShaIcvol.x.s. 

{r)  An.  in  Kennet,  vol.  ii.  614.:  Birch's  Mem.  vol.  it. 
P-396- 

(<)  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  iwote  to  die  ambaiEiilor  Neville 
It  Paris  on  the  9th  of  June  1599 :  "  Yf  you  chance  to  heare 
"  any  fiying  talc,  that  my  Lord  Grey  fhoul J  be  catnmiiied  ia 
"  Ireland,  the  accident  was  only  this:  That  he  being  only  a 
"  colonel  of  horfe,  and  my  Lord  of  Southampton  genera],  he 
**  did  charge,  without  direction',  and  &,  for  order  fake,  was 
"  only  committed  to  the  marfhalj  for  one  night."  [Win- 
Wood's  Mem.  vol.  i.  47.] 

month  J 
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month  i  but>  witliout  **  ^  briaging  cdbelUon 
**  broached  on  his  fwqrd  [t) ."  Lord  South- 
ampton came  not  any  more  to  court,,  biit 
|)a£cd>  his  time  in  London*  merely  ia  going 
p3  plaics,  every  day.  Lady  Southampton,  and 
Lady- Rich,  who  had  been  at.  Eftex-honfe, 
retired  into  the;  country  (a). 

In  DeceraW  1599,  Lord  Mountjoy,  « 
■perfon  of  lefs  prefiupptJon,  and  more  talent^ 
than  Effcx,  was  nominated  Lord  Deputy  of 
Ireland.  Lord  Southampton  was,-  foon  a&ct, 
appointed  to  accompany  him  ;  having  the 
command  of  only  two  hundred  foot^  and  one 
hundred  horfe :  yet,  he  attended  feveral  weeks, 
in  hopes  of  having  the  fatisfaclion  of  kjffinj 
the  Queen's  haJid  j  but,  though  Mr,  Secretary 
Cecil  was  his  friend^  he  could  not  obtain  that 
fevour  J  the  Queen  only  wilhingiiim,  at  laft, 
a  good  journey  (tj).  When  Lord  Southampton 

{t)  Rowland  Wbite  wrote,  on  the  llth  Auguft  J599, 
"  that  Lord  Souttiampton  is  difcharged  •"  on  the  25  Sep- 
tember, •<  that  he  is  returned  to  London ;"  on  the  ift  Oc- 
tober, that  Lord  Effcx  had  "  unexpectedly  Tetumed,  and 
•«  was  committed  to  cuftody."  [6yd.  Pap.  vol;ii.  1I5- 
J28-130.]  •  (a)  lb.  132. 

(v)  It  fhould  feem  from  Birch's  Mem,  vol.  ii.  p.47tf 
"  that  Lord  Southampton  was  fent  to  Ireland  by  the  Earl  of 
"  Effcx,"  for  whatever  purpofe  of  good,  or  evil:  Becoming 
uneafy  there,  he  went  from  thence  to  the  Low  Countries. 

^^^^ 

departed. 
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deforced,  in  April  1 600^  he.  ieht  ward  to  Lord 
Grey,  "  that  he  would  meet  him  inany  place 
f  in  Ireland."  '  The  .Queen  tranfcaitted  orders 
*'  to  ftay  the  combat."  As  a  foldier,  he  ^&ed 
i/ikh  fiicb  good  coodukl,  and  bravery,  as  to 
^buin  the  Lord  Deputy's  commendation.  He 
(boD  flopped  his  nailitary  career>  in  order  to 
end  his  quarrel  with  Lord  Grey,  in  T&e  Lovt 
Caimtrys.  But,  in  September  1 600,  they  both 
ftppeaced  h.  London,  where  their  quarrel  was 
iooo  forgotten,  by  the  world,  anudil  events 
of  f^eater  monient  {w). 
,  Meantime,  Lord  Ellex  was  tried,  and  cen- 
fured  iov  his  jni&oodud  in  Ireland.  He  fub- 
mitted  ;  and  repented ;  and  foon  again  of- 
fended. He  recalled  Lord  Southampton  from 
the  Low  Countries ;  in  order  to  concert  witH 
him  projeiSs  of  infurrefiion :  And,  ■  he  la- 
bour^, by  flatteries,  to  prevail luponthe  King 
of  Scots,  to  enter  into  their  leditious  pro- 
jefts  {x).  It  was  at  this  moment,  at  the  eve 
of  the  infurreftion,  that  Lord  Grey  aflaultcd 
Lord  Southampton,  as  he  rode  along  the 
ftrects ;  for  which,  however,  he  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Fleet :  So  ungoverncd  were  the 
relentments  c^  the  great,  in  that,  and  the  fub- 

^  i^y))  See  Rowland  White's  News,  in  Syd.  Pap.  vol.  ii* 
149—64-5—71-9—82—90—98—209-10-16, 
(«)  Camden,  in  Kenn«t,  vol.  ii.  dag-so-jl- 

tt  fequent. 
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fequent,  reign  (^).  Lord  Southampton  now 
entered^  with  Lord  Eflex,  into  the  mod  trea- 
fonable  conTultatians.  On  the  8th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1600^1,  thtiy  aflembled.  with  othei^ 
conlpirators,  at  EiTex-houfe,  And,  they  there 
imprifoned  the  privy  counrellorSf  who  were 
fent  by  the  Queen,  to  learn  the  meanmg  a£ 
their  tumultuous  ccmvention.  They  now  ial« 
lied  out,  into  the  city,  with  rebellious  (at) 
purpofe ;  expefting  to  overturn,  by  fuddea 
tumult,  the  beft  c(Ubli£hed  government  in 
Europe.  They  were,  howcvw,  foon  over- 
powered. EiTex,  and  Southampton,  were  tried, 
on  the  19  th  of  February,  for  high  treaibn. 

(y)  See  Camden,  in  Kejinet,  vol>  n.  629 ;  and  Winwood's 
Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  292. 

(k)  With  regard  to  ElTex's  inTurre^tion,  Camden  [Ken- 
fict,  632,]  remarks  what  is  very  curious ;  **  Thofe  tfaat 
"  judged  moft  feverely  of  it,  tenned  it  perverfenels,  and  an 
"  impatient  thirft  for  revenge  j  and  they  that  fpolce  worft  of 
**  it,  gave  it  no  hariher  name,  than  that  of  aa  indircrcet 
*<  forwardneli ;  and  to  this  day,  few  there  are  that  looked 
**  uppn  it  as  a  ca[HtaI  oiFence."— Of  this  opinion,  is  Mr. 
Malone,  v^o  lays,  that  Lord  Soulbamptco  was  condemned 
for  having  jcnned  Lord  Eflcx  in  his  iviid  prejttl.  [Shakf. 
vol.  X.  p.  5.}  We  he.c  fee  an  example,  how  an  imputation 
may  be  caft  on  judges  and  juries,  by  mifreprefenting  the 
nature  of  die  criminal's  o^ence  :  Lord  Southampton  was 
not  found  guilty  of  "joining  in  a  wild  projeft;"  but  of  le- 
vying war  ag^nfl  the  Queen,  which,  in  judgment  of  Inv^ 
amounted  to  high  treaTon. 

Eflex 
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fiffixwafiicofldoiDnccL  sod  £9{Q»ted.  C«o^4 
JJouttmniTttofi-  misie.  ^  ^sfssice,  mode^fti  bu^ 
j^le  £.«id  iiavipg  czlmly  »&ed  tJhe  attorney 
jeoeal.-Cakc^  nlut  he.tbciight,  in  :h«  [c^n- 
fcicnce,  they  defigacd  taidp  with  ithe!Qgeen? 
."■  The  iamei".  ikJd  .CdkOi  -with  his:  wfual 
■aaitcDcis, "that Henry-of ■JjftBCftftej'.ilid  with 
**  ftichafd  -the  *d."  -Lprti.SoOthainpton  was 
«Hb  condennwd  "  by  aH  the  Icveral  voices  of 
■**  evety  one- erf"  ^  peers,"  who  iat  eo  the 
trial.  Eflex  ^acrowlly  reqiieftcd  the  peers 
to  iirterpofe  wjrfi  the  Que^n,  in  favour  of 
Southampton;  who,  he  laid,  was  capa^k  of 
-doing  her  good  fervice.  Lord  Southampton 
Idailelf  begged  the  peers  to  intercede  for  hioi 
kfo  foecomiag  a  toanner,  as  excited  the  com- 
■paffion  of  all,  who  heard  bim  \a).  He,  at 
length,  obtained  a  pardon,  which  faved  his 
life,  and  which  he  owed  to  the  friendfhip  of 
Mr*  Secretary  Cecil ;  between  whom,  and  him, 
there  had  been  a  marnejs,  and  intimacy^  from 
their  (Jf)  youth  j  but,  Southampton  was  con- 
fined 

[a)  Caini}cii,inKeniiet,  vol.  ii.  636. 

(*)  Camden,  in  Kennet,  vol.  n.635.— Winwood'sMem. 
■vA'i.  307'— i9.t-OB  this  pQint,}iowever,  Mr.M&lenerea- 
fcas,  in  ^s  u6ial  mumer.  tha  beoaufc  there  was  enmky, 
'txtwcra.  Eflex  and  Cecj^  there  was  haued  between  Cecil 
;Ktd  Souttiamptrffi i  and,  ioJ.fnpment,  propitious  to  illibe- 

ia)itf 
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fined  in  the  tower,  from  pnideotial  coofide- 
ratioBS,  during  the  rogn  of  tile  Queen  j  hap- 
pily, for  hitnfelf,  I  think,  and  fortunately, 
for  his  family:  For,  be  was  a  man  of  in- 
difcretion,  through  his  whole  life. 

It  is  a  i&d,  which  will  ever  be  meinorabltf, 
in  dramatic  hiftory,  "  that  the  afternoon  be- 
"  fore  the  rebellion,  Merrick,  with  a  great 
**  company  of  others,  who  were  afterwards 
**  in  the  afticm,  procured  to  be  played  before 
"  them,  the  play  of  depofing  Richard  2d : 
•*  When  it  was  told  Merrick,  {c)  by  one 
"  of  the  players,  that  the  play  was  old,  and 
'"  they  fhould  have  lofs  in  playing  it,  becaufe^ 
'•  few  would  come  to  it,  there  were  forty 
**  fhillings  extraordinary  given  to  play  it  j  aiui 
"  fo,  thereupon,  played  it  was  {J),  The  in- 
gratitude 

nlity  of  fentiment,  he  fUbjoins,  <'  tbut  SaliAury's  [Cecil's] 
**  minii  feems  to  have  been  as  crteiid  as  his  bv^."  'Shakr. 
voUx.  p>6.j  And,  Tee £^/>;«(> Wotton.  ibo:  andBirdi's 
Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  462. 

(f )  Sir  Gilly  Mcrrtek  j  who,  being  charged  as  die  chief 
commander,  that  undertook  the  defence  of  ElTex-houfe,  was 
found  guilty  of  trcafon,  and  executed. 

(rf)  See  ADtchralitn  »f  tbt  Praitiett  and  Trtefmtf  at- 
tempted and  eommitted  by  Robert  latt  Earl  efEffex^  ani  kit 
Cemplice!  .-—Printed  by  Barker,  1601.  This  declaration 
was  plainly  penned  by  Raconi  and  publiiW  by  nuheh^. 

It 
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gratitude  of  ^Qhx  did  not  iink  deeper  into 
the  heart  of  Elizabeth,  than  the  adling  of  this 
play,  u  the  watcti-wMd  of  the  rebels.  Her 
fears  transformed  her  into  Richard  2d;  and 
made  her  fancy  herfel/"  already  a  captive  prin- 
ccfe,  who  was  only  one  ftep  more  from  the 
grave  (*).     Her  woimded  pride  induced  her 


It  eontaiiu  a  copy  of  "  TTie  Examination  of  the  Earl  of 
•■  Southampton  after  his  Arnignment."  There  is  a  doubt 
among  the  comimntators,  whether  the  play,  aOsd  on  that 
occafion,  were  Richard  ad,  or  Henry  4th.  [Mai.  Shak. 
V0I.V.  p.  3.]  But,  this  declaration,  widi  the  conference  be- 
tween Elizabedi  and  Lambarde,  fliow  dearljr,  that  there 
was  no  fufficicnt  ground  in  The  State  Triah  for  that  doubt. 
{e)  The  EngliOi  world  owe  much  to  Mr.  Nichols  for 
publifliing  in  his  Progrejis,  vol.  ii-  p.  i ,  The  conference  be- 
tween Queen  Elizabeth,  and  William  Laii-.barde,  on  the  4th 
of  At^ft  i6oi'  She  never  »!^ed  better,  though  Ihe  had 
received  a  mortal  wound.  It  is  remarkable,  that  Queen 
lUizabeth,  and  Dr.  Jc^infon,  fell  upon  die  lame  mode  of 
d^cxte  commendation :  when  Johnfon  would,  indircfUy, 
compIimeDt  Beatde's  verfes  on  the  birth  of  the  prefent  Ear] 
«f  Errtd,  he  read  them  aloud  with  fuch  gnce,  and  dignity, 
as  to  charm  the  hearers  1  When  Elizabeth  would  compli- 
ment Lambarde,  the  read  his  PantUHa  Uttuhritmj  "  with 
**  an  xudiUe  voice,  fo  readily,  and  diitinfily,  that  it  dearly 
•*  a^teared  fije  well  underftood  them."  Her  MajeHy,  at 
length,  fell  upon  the  reign  of  Richard  2d  {  faying :  *<  I  am 
**  Richard  2d,  know  ye  not  that  ?"  Lambarde  anfwered : 
**  Such  a  wicked  imagination  was  3tt::n^ptcd  by  a  mod  un- 
**  kind  gentleman,  the  mod  adorned  creature,  that  ever 
**-  your  Majefty  made."  The  Queen  replied  ;  "  He  tbat 
La  "will 
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to  fee  her -own  degradation  t^  him,'  lAto  had 
been  raifed  by  her  favour,  and  efirJAed  by 
her  bounty :  And,  flic  aHowed'  fucfe  un* 
worthy  thoughts  to  prey  upon  her  fjMrits. 
DiftriAl 'conftaoOy  whifpered*  in  Iwrear^ 
what  {he  feems  to  have  believed,  Aat  hardly 
an  honeft  m*n  w^s  any  where  to  be  found, 
^aloufy;  and  fear,  taking  alternate  poflcflion 

M  will  forget  God,^iU  alfo  foi^M  tna  beaeiaeiarti  ^im 

«  tragedy  vras  played  forty  times  in  open  ftreets  ^d  hfWiicK." 

After  foineindiftprent  difcwrfe,  ftic  alkpd  Lambar^  ;  *«  If 

."  he  had  ?vcr  tseji  a  lively  repnefeotation  of  ftichwd  24;" 

.r-^He  anTwertng^  '.'  l^one,  but  what  ]>e  in  Ktmmm  twodh" 

Jhe  laid,  "  She  woidd  cominaiid  Knevct,  FhcJpMpe);  ^  hn 

."  houfe  atWe^infier,  to  dtew  him  a  pilars  ff  Ritcbard 

. "  ■  3d,  which  Lord  Lumley  M  ftxiijii  on  tijp  |)acfc  fide  of  a 

«  door,  i;i.abafc  room."   Returning  to  the  £*Us  pf?«cicBt 

times,  Oieiaid-:  "  In  thofedays  Jprceand  aimf-did  prcvtil, 

«  but  now  thcwit  of  the  fox  is  cycry  v*erc  faiibptj  (n  ^s 

*'  hardly  a  faith^U,  or  virtuous  imii  inay  be  found."    In 

this  interefting  conference,  we  nray  fee  how  ^  tragedy  9! 

Richard  ;^d  bung  upon  her  f[arits,  aad  Jtfw  iqnd) .  dM 

"  Unfaithfulnefs  (^  KfTex,  afid  lix  aHii^  of  It<c|)anl  2«," 

'  contributed  to  bring  that  great  Queen,  with   forj^w,  10 

the  grave.    This  detjufticn  is  anuch  confirnied  hy?  letter, 

dated,  .in  i6ci  ;  from  Sir  Robert  Sydney  to. Sir  Jo^in  Hif 

rington :  ■*  1  4o  fee  tlie  Queen  orccn  j   fhe  dpt^  tmv  wa^t 

"  fmce  the  latt  trcubiet ;  and  Burleigh's  deiitb  dock  often 

"  draw  tears  down  her  goodly  ^cheeks :  She  w^kpth  out  but 

<*  little,  meditates  much  alone,  and  foipetlmes  writes  in 

."  jtrivafe  to  her  hpft  friends."  [See  thislettcr,wJuc)iiSTH7 

curious,  in  the  Nifg/s  Jnti^tuft  vol.  u.  p.  a^3-J 

'     +  ■      '  of 
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c^  her'  m1nd»  mt^  her ^prebend,  that  flie> 
«rfiGtvas  At^port^d.t:^  the  wifeft,  and  braveft, 
Aeni  icEf^and.  ,wa6  negle,d)Ed  by  bcr  own 
rtimifeot.-  Th«s-:tpTHj  ,bj[,  contraididory  pa^ 
ljbnr»-  {h^!<Mfasiaf  loflgth  deferted-by  bope,  the 
laft  ftfugi-  of  the  Wfftched  j  and  tfee.  died,  on 
th6.a4^' of  March  1603;  refufing  fofteoance;. 
4^  reje£i!i9g'Coafblation. 
-.  .AbuKciacceffiq^of  J&jnes  ift  to  the  dirone 
ofEngfead,  the  rifmg  fortune  of  Lord  South- 
aiikptofi  conduced  him  frgtn  his  prifon  to  the 
palace.^^.  He  wds  releafed  ii- odi  the  tower,, 
on  the  toth-ofiApt'iKl^o'jj  andl^was  irnme^ 
diately  reftorcd  to  his  lands,  and  othec  rights^ 
which-  hfid  been  fbrfeited,  by  hi&,  attainder. 
He  was  made  nnfter  of  the  game  to  the 
Queen.  A  penfion,  of  fix  hundred  pounds  , 
iydai*,  D^G  fettkadrihii  wife."  He  vfas  in- 
^talled.a  ^ight  of  the  garter,  on  the  2d  pf 
Jul^  j6Gi34;iiMdec«ptain..of  the  iJl^  ofW^gbtj- 
toAy  by  a  new  pawnc,  dated  the  21ft  of  July, 
lie  *as'  again  Created,  by  hi*  former  titles. 
He.  was  appointed,  in  the  beginning  bf  the 

{■/)■  On  tfic  Queen''3  demire,  «  Lord  Southampton  was 
••  muchvifiKd;  and  mucB  wdl-wiflied."  He  waff  courted 
by  Bacon,  [paeon's  RemalnG,  61.]  Raleigh  addreflcd,  in 
Augufi  1&03,  aktterbfjuflification  to  the  Earls  t&- Ssuth- 
aim^ttiti  Suffolk,  and  Efcvonftiire,  and  to  Lord  Cecil.  [Ra- 
Jogifs  Works  )3y  Birch,  v6l.  ii.  p.  379.] 

L  3  fubfcquent 
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fubfequent  year,  Itffd  lieutenant  of  Hamp* 
(hire,  together  with  the  Earl  of  Devonfhire.- 
When  the  parliamtnt  met  on  the  19th  of 
March.  i6oi,  LordSoathamptOH  produced 
his  writ  of  fummons.  The  firft  biU,  which 
w^sread,  after  the  recognition'  of  the  King, 
was  for  rcftitution  of -Henry,  Earl  of  South- 
ampton ;  and  immediately  was  pafled,  a  bill 
for  rcftitution  of  the  children  of  the  Earl' -of 
Effex  (g).  King  James,  redalletftiogtlje" 'in- 
trigues of  Effex,  and  the  conspiracy  of  Gbwiy, 
aSed,  on  his  acceffion,  as  if  he  had  thought, 
that  rebellion  againfk  Elisabeth  was  a  rlfing 
for  himV 

-  Amidft  other  felicities  of  that  hapf^  period 
of  his  Hfe,  Lprd  Southampton's  wife  brought 

^f )  $ae  Lords  Journal,  vc^  ii.  p.  364-66 :  Oi)  the  z6A 
o^  March  1,694,  die  Lord  ChamherlaJti  (ignified  to  the  houfe 
of  Peers  "  that  the  Earls  of  Southampcon  and  Pembrttke 
*(  'vnit  to  bie  excufed  far  their  abfence  from  pprtumont  hit 
**  foBie  (jmoi  .for  that  th«y  were itoounaiukd to  wait  upoa 
**  the  King  in  his  jflurney  to  Royfton."  (lb.]  Yet,  it  is 
faid,  that  he  was  arrelled  in  Junp  1604,  for  a  fupp^H  eui- 
ffiraey.  [Birch's  Mem.  vol.ii.  494.]  By  the  machinations 
of  Efll'^L's  great  adveriary,  the  Lord  Salifbury,  it  is  fupgofed, 
fays  \Jr.  M;iloi}e,  King  James  was  perfuadied  to  believe, 
diat  too  great  an  intimacy  fublifled  between  Lord  Soutli- 
amptoii,  aiid  hiB  Queen.  [Shakf.  vol.x.  p.  6-7-9.]  Sec  Birch '$ 
A^em.  vol.  li.  p.  495.  Lord  Southampton,  however,  ivas 
prefent  at  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  on  die  yth  of  July 
}.6o^'— [Lords  Journal,  vol.  ii.  of  that  date.] 

hin> 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


Awm  «i*CoKiiiuoiiBr»cBk]j^/i»^B^IEV£RS.      ijf 

him  a  ion,  on  the  4tb  of  March  1605 ;  who  -. 
was  chriftened,  at  court,  on  the  27th ;  "  the 
*'  King,  and  Lord  Cranburn,  with  the  Coim- 
«  tcftofSuflblk,  beinggoflip6(A)."  This  tide! 
t^  &vour  au)tinaing  to  flow.  Lord  South- 
amptoa  was  appointed  for  life,  in  June  1 6o6« 
warden  of  the  New  foref^  and  keeper  of  the. 
park  of  Lindhurft.  In  February  1607,  he 
obtained  an  additional  grant  of  lands  in  the 
New  foreil.  In  the  fubfequent  November, 
he  loft  his  mother ;  who,  after  the  deceafe  of 
Sir  Thomas  Heneage,  married  Sir  Willian> 
Harvey  -,  and  who  "  leftc  the  beft  of  her 
"  ftuffi:  to  her  fonne,  and  the  grcateil  part  to 
**  her  hufband(i)."  He  now  tried  to  promote 
his  own  intereft,  and  to  benefit  the  ^te,  by 
engaging  in  colonisation,  notwithilanding  the 
iatire  of  (J )  Hall,  the  farcafm  of  {i)  Shakfpeare, 

f  A)  Winwooii's  Mem.  vol.  iii.  p.  54 :  This  tranladkn 
ought  to  convince  the  incredulous,  that  Lord  Cranbura 
[Cedl  j  ms  ihe  cwiftanC  friend  of  Lord  Soutbao^iOii. 

^1)  Lodge's  Illuft.  vc^iii.  p.33i< 

(/)  la  ii\a  HrgfJimiartimf  printed  ii)  i599! 
<'  VentroDi  Fortonia  hit  farme  hath  fold, 
"  And  [adf  to  Gaiaiu  land  to  fi&  for  gdd." 

Ci)  In  the  Merry  fTtvei  tf  mndftr :— Falftaff  fayi  of 
Ford's  wife :  **  She  bean  the  purfe  too ;  fhe  is  a  region  in 
"  Giuana ;  all  gold,  and  bounty  -"-m-Qi  Mrt.  Ford,  and 
'Mrs.  Page,  be  lays :  «  They  ihall  be  my  Eaft,  and  W<ft, 
t^  Indies  i  and  I  will  trade  to  them  both." 

I.  4  and 
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and  the  imiited^  ridicule  of  Chaptoan,  JoMoTtf 
artd'  Itiarftorr(/);  He  beiJamc^  in  r&09,  a 
leading  charaiSer  ih  the  firftVirgirtia  tJofti- 
pany  :  He  toofc  an  -iiftive  part;  in  the  prbj«3 
of"knihn^  fhipgttf  the  Amcricifr' coaft,  fot" 
t^rc- ini'V-ffts'  of  6ifb6vVrf,  and 'of  traffic. 
Gtjfi'T^  die  3feafEfi'6^b-i62l,  and  i6i2,  hff 
waschc^.'n,'ifr'  op^frtton  to  the  court, -thd 
trcrfuTttr  df  that?  cttr|)(!K-2tibW,  a  place '  of  etw 
vird  traft  (m).     "    '     -       '  '  '  '  ■    ■  -  ' 

Meanrimc,  Lord-  Sotttha^ipton  engaged-  in 
fie  brdhlci  of  Ac  town,  wliixij  evince;   By 

'  (/■>  &i  £<»*•*«/ Jiir,  *fio5:— Stajwarift  aflSB,"*  If 
'*  .Virgjnio  ln.,L'ckJitei^o©un*fS(j?"  .S'c^gui]  anrwai»i"iA» 
".fivcr  th<j  furjieCiir.'d  on;  Wildbore.ts  as  common  thcFc^ 
"'!(S  our  tanicrf  .bacon  is  here  ;  vcnilon,  as  mutton  ;  and" 
**"^6ii ii'.all  lifff  freely  therej-ftHrhoiit  Ic-rgcaiHY,  or  courtifn-, 
"('  Of  Ijt^v^rt,  or  ii)«)])geiic<ls :  YbU  may  be  aa  al^BoMnt 
"  there,  without  being  a  fcavengcr  ■,  you  may  be  any  other 
"T^Awr  lh£n?iJrd:rtcV«if  bcaflavo:  Toriehos  »tf  fortune 

■  eMwgW,  ^«rf  riMy  (Ximer  and  never  bare  die  mors  yiU 

<*  no  more  kw,  tban.ccn&icjlfe]  aod  fiot  toa  muctr  pf 
«  either  "  I^^^i^qus  io  {)b{cive,  tliat  Virginia  had  fot 
i>eeii  phntid,  in  1(105.  ^'  ^-'^  ^^^  colonizLtl,  in  ifiby. 
[See  Stith's  Hifiary  of  Virgitiiai  prinud  at  Wi^ianifburg^ 
in  tliul  countr)^_i74,7*J 

■  («)  lb-23n -:  Savtral-placci  were  niracd  irt  Virginia  aftaj 
t.M(l&0iitbainptdb:  k,  ^MXithxiDptcn-bundred :  Hamptoiv 
roadsi 

■■  their 
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tllitS»=fiicqae(iCf,  diU'ing**  Hie  gcntte  fl^piag 
'^  |teaCo  "  ai  }at»tis'i  tiign,  chtf  vn^&tAe  of - 
the^  »g«f  -In  Afrit  i6i<>r  be  hsd  a  q'lbrel' 
«^:  fHer  Biarl  e^  MoMgomcsyi  **  They  feH= 
^'-out  af  tdnms,  where  the  ^ckdtt  ffeW  about' 
'*  -A«ir'  «aF^»  but  tbo  matter  wa^  com^aniiedi 
f'hf  llie  King,  iirHhoot  further  bfooAlKd  ( v).: 
i9e<  «%sr  feoh  after  diilktgiMi^,  in-'a  mJmi 
hofKmrftble  menActi.  ^  Wfceh  Hfrnvy  was  cpCMed 
Prince  of  WalSs,-  otv  tfce*  4Ph'of  Jun*  f6'i(5,- 
Lont  SottChanipfibn  fi^e^  as  hU  cVrvc^. 'at  thtf 
ftilendid  (^)'^ke^ntfieAt,  whk-b  wii  ^toft 
dii- thar^efti?e d*y.  •  In  July  i(5<3,  expelling 
jvffit  af  his'hwife,  *inl  the  New  fordl,  from 
the  King,  in  his  'progreft,  Lwd  Southainptoi^ 
fttni'ntfd-  ffffni  the  eorrtrnent,  with  VinwdtJomi 
faaAe  (^) .-  He  iiow  received- ^edit^ubtts  ^^brta^ 
rfrt learned;  and-;  irf<^rturt»,  "gtfM  ppot^dieri 
w  learning  (y)^     In  ifriT^  he 'a^cdinpanied 

fs>  WanMDiPtMmo.vMl.  tii.  IM54I" 

(•>ifcrto.  f/»»;  461^75. 

Mdfb^  M  tb  Lorf  aou(ltonit»nn>  leaming's  Weft  ferourite." 
Id  1617,  Lord  Southampton  contributed,  with  other  muni-> 
fieeitt  patrons  at  leMi)iiigi  and  worth,,  to  relieve  thadifticis 
of  Minflieut  the  el^jonw  author  of  The  Quide_  to  Tongutl. 
See  a  very  curious  advcrtifetaent  to  the  firjf  edition  of  that 
Jcamed,  aiid  ofeful,  wdrfc.     .  * 

King 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


m       .'    ^APOLOGY    [LttkBSftUTBAiivTOii; 

King  Jamec*  into  ScotHnd(r).  His  attentions 
on  that  journey  paved  the  way  to  an  honour, 
whtph  be  had. long  foltcited,  without  (uccels  j 
being  fwom  a  privy-counfetlpr,  on  the.  ipdk 
a£  AprU  1619.  But,  as  h»  never  was  re* 
markable  for  prudence^  he  feems  to  have  de- 
rived no  benefit  frOcn  the  Action,  to  wlii^h  he 
had  looked  up  a^  thp :  cooAit»mation<  ^  his 
wiflies.  As  die  co«.rCdjd.not.ad  with-hira; 
Co  h^  a^ed  ^gainft  the  court  t  He  oppoTed, 
bolih  in  tiie  VirgiDi^  company,  and  in  parlia- 
9tent,  the  defires  of  the  King,  and  fh^  mea- 
fures  of  ;he  minifter.  He  made  a  fuccdsful 
910U01)  againil  illegal  patents,  in  (he  parl^- 
Qient,  vt^ich  met  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1631  (/).  It  was  ^t  the  fitting  of  the  14th 
of  Marph,  tb^t  be  had  an  altercation  with  the 
Marquis  of  fiuckingbam,  which  was  moderated 
by  the  Prinpe^  Wajee.  Yet,  on  account  of 
fufpicions,  which  were  enter^ined  of  his  in- 
trigues, on  that  occafion,  with  members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  he  was  commUted,  on 
the  i6tb  pf  Jun?!,  twelve  days  after  the  ad- 
journment of  pariianient,  to  the  keeping  trf" 

(r)  Lord  Southampton  returaed  from  Scotland,  on  die 
s8th  of  June  1618.  [Bacon's  Letters,  p.  iz6.]  • 

(i)  Lord')  Journal,  vd.  iiL  p.  ii>— ^6— 62> 

th5 
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die  Dean  of  Weftmiofter,  under  the  charge 
rf  Sir  William  Parkhurft  (/).  On  the  i8th 
oS  July,  he  was  fo  far  enlarged,  as  to  be 
CMifined  to  his  houie,  at  Titchfield  :  And,  on 
the  I  ft;  of  September  he  was  fct,  altogetho', 
at  liberty  (u). 

This  confinement  did  not  reprefs  Lord 
Soothampton's  activity,  and  ufefulnefs,  in  the 
new  parliament,  which  alTembled  on  the  9th 
of  February  162I.  He  was  on  the  cranmittee^ 
for  confidering  of  the  defence  of  Ireland ;  he 
was  on  the  committee,  for  the  ftopping  of  the 
export  of  money  1  he  was  on  the  committee, 
ibr  the  making  of  arms,  more  ierviceable : 
And  he  was  prefent  at  the  prorogation,  on 
the  29th  of  May  5624  (v).  The  animoitty  of 
the  nation  againft  Spain,  and  the  violence  of 
the  parliament,  ■  which  was  excited  by  that 
refentment,  obliged  King  James  to  depart 
JKHn  his  pacific  fyftem,  although  contrary  to 

(t)  Camden,  in  Kennet,  vol.  ii.  p.  656-7 :  And  fee  Lftrd 
SoHthamptoa'c  examination  in  the  appendix  to  Tymblt't 
Prtctt£ngt  tf  tbt  fin^fi  *f  CmamiUy  i6ao,  printed  at  0%~ 
ibrd,  1766. 

'  (v)  Council-regifters  of  tbofe  dates.  A'nd  fee  tbt  Catala, 
fer  his  correfpondence  with  the  Lord  Keeper  Williams,  oa 
that  occafion,  p.  331-2  of  the  edit.  1691. 

(v)  Lords  Journals^  y<)L  iii.  p.  23^— 2j8-<t93. 

bis 
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hMflvwitnneft  icmonftraflccB.  Ih  tins  m^ner^ 
^ii^Jajidvs  .induced  to  enlar  into  i  troitj,  on> 
the  5th  of  jtKiei  Tt^4,  with  the-StuWs  Ge- 
neral;, for.  caatjatufi^  the  defeniire  aihdnce 
bctiHeeD(«')tllemj  aad  for'allowiiigithein  ttc 
raifc  four  regiments  in  England,  which  wens: 
ibrcdnliftof-fir  thourandmoa.  'LxmkI  Sdiifh- 
^tnlplon.eimiiaedthe  cqmmiildof  oee-of  Aofe: 
])|£^nKAt»  (x)„;  In  thisinglorioufrricrvice-oC-m 
{wvi^  power'*!  ho  loii  his  e]dd%  Xo%  aaff  hix> 
o#n;  Hf« :  He  disd  at  Berg^^opzaom,'  oa 
^  fotb  of  Novdn^r;  and-. was  buried  aC 
TkdrlicJdv  wilthiiiis  fon,  or  tbc  2&th  of  De- 
eetbber  1.6%.  He  left  ihfce  daughters^  who? 
inarricd  into- .  honoursbte  ^tmilies.;  dnd  a 
ft'i^m,  who  Jlorig.ibfvived  him(.^)j  The 
';        .  fadterf 

fw)  *t1ie  treaty  is  putlii&crf  in  si  (General  Ca^&ifisn, 
ffrifittd-in  'fJJf,  p.  t26.  From  this  treaty,  it  appears,  that" 
lb*  fpae  Kgiaiaiu  mtu  tach  to  toAtarn  twatvb  cantpulits/ 
who  were  to  be  commanded  by  one  colonel ;  the  whole  were 
tp  b^  undor  wmtoiStoos.from-Tbe  Statet  General, 
t.  (#^]»  Mr-Maktw  ft]P  fa  war  a^iotincd'^t/af^witftitfctf 
£fl4^of.E£(:xyI'9nla;&x&rdi,.ai]d' Wilhughby,  to  ths  coni-* 
mand  of  fix  thourand  men,  who  were  fent  to  the  LowGoaavi 
ine<i.  ^Slialtf,  vol  x.  p.  6.]  The  fail  is,  as  I  have  ftpted  ir, 
rtist  Lord  Southampton'  was  merely  colonel  of  a  regiment 
in  tht  Umch  fervice ;  as  the  treaty  clearly  proves, 

(/)  '['here  is  in  the  Cabala,  p.  299,  a  letter  from  the 

Lord  Keeper WiWafhs,  dattdthc  Jth  Nov' .■■1634,  to  the 

■  Duke 


r^cinzeaoyCoOglc  - 


fii3$,  thA'hfavf}  -in  .this  mi^n^r,  been  Sairty 
fldtcdf  «re  the  bsft  illuArations  of  his  genuine 
chafa^er;  fthd  afe  the  Arojigeft  proofs  of  b^ 
littrary  connci£Kon  with  Shakfoeare.  • 

Yet,  the  pntlic  accufer  declares,  that  the 
fepiftles  between  Soathampton,  and  Shakfpcarc, 
■•  if  poflibfc  furpafs  in  abfurdity  any  thing  we 
•^  have  yet  examined  {z)." '  In  order  t6  prove 
tfiis  abfurdity,  he  produces,  as  his  firft  argu- 
ment, an  exUting  archetype  of  thefe  epiftles, 
which'  might  be  *'  coramodioufly  wrought 
**  upon  (<r)."  As  his  fecond  argument,  he 
ftates,  an  exifting  tradition,  which  was  firft 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Rowe,  and  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  Sir  William  D'Avenant, 
that  Lord  Southampton  had  given  Shakfpeare 
a  thoufand  pounds.  And,  he  fubjoins,  as  h{s 
■  third  argument,  that  this  ftoiy,  true,  or  falfe, 
was  a  good,  futjeft  for  a  correfpondence,  be- 
tween the  patron  and  the  poet.  Now;  thefe 
are  the  very  arguments,  which  would  haw 
induced  Watts,  Locke,  and  Wilfon,  who,  in 
their  fevcral  ages,  had  taught  right  reaftn  io 

Duke  of  Buckingham  j  b^ing  «  his  grace  and  goodntfs 
"  tgwards  tt^  o^  difti%fli»i.  lyjdoir  and  children  of  my 
**  Lord  Southampton." 

(«)  Inquiiy,  lA^  if)  lb.  166. 

fytell 
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Jytf/I  wietes^  to  be  of  opinioii,  that  the  &\d 
cdrrefpondencei  between  the  patron  and  the 
poet,  was,  prc^bly,  geouine.  Obr  Xnquker's 
fourth  argument'  is  an  aiIertion«  that  **  th« 
**  hand-writing  of  the  firft  letter  has  not  the 
*•  flighteft  refemblancc  to  that  of  (^)  Shak- 
"  fpeare  i"  as  if  the  hand*writing  o£.  Sbal&- 
^are'had  been  ever  afccrtiined.  His  fifth 
argument  is  an  affirmation,  without  pro(^, 
**  that  the  fpclling  is  the  fpclling  of  oo  time;*.' 
as  if  Uiere  had  been,  in  tbofe  times,  any ^ttkj 
rule  for  fpclling.  And,  he  infiils,  as  a  iixth 
argument,  that  Shakfpeare  has  here  departed 
from  the  duplication  of  the  r  in  for  ;  as  if  the 
public  accufer  had  not  before  objected  to  the 
duplication  of  the  r  injorret  as  unprecedented 
in  the  EngUHi  fpeech. 

But,  he  will,  now,  produce  an  objei^on* 
which  muft  carry  conviftion  with  it  to  evciy 
mind.  By  way  of  compenfation  for  the  illo- 
gical weaknefs  of  his  former  arguments,  he 
**  gives  us  bllojfcmes  and  Mooms,  a  combination 
**  of  confonants  of  which  no  example  can  be 
*'  produced  in  the  Englifh  language,  from 
•*  the  time  of  Robert  of  Glofter  to.  this 
••  day."  If  the  objedion  be  levelled  againft  the 

(i)  Inquiry,  p.  17I.. 

duplication 
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di^icaticHi  of  the  /,  as  unexampled,  a  more 
diligent  inquiry  will  prot^bly  find,  that  bi« 
alTumpticni  is  unfupported  by  the  &&.  Not 
one  of  the  ktten  in  our  alphabet  has  been 
more  duplicated,  by  our  Britifb  anceflors, 
than  1  (r).  From  than  we  have,  to  this  day^ 
liaodalf,  Llewellin,  and  LloycL  This  dupli- 
cation of  the  Britons  was  converted^  by  our 
Saxon  progei^itors^  into  an  a/pirate  :  as  i/a/^ 
for  kiaf  {  blafm&Jfet  for  lammas  (</).  And  the 
pra<^ce  was  ftill  more  foftened,  by  our  an,* 
ceilors,  during  the  civil  contclls  of  York,  and 
Lancafter ;  as  may  be  leen  in  Jympyll  for  {e) 
fappU  I  Mycbelimejfe  for  Micbaeimas ;  in  all'  • 
nufft,  for  (y)  almi ;  cbapellt^ttt  for  {g)  cB^- 
iiCT  5  and  in  allmygbty  God  (<6):  *'  Yff  they 
"  wolte  not  dredde  ne  obbey  that,"  lays  Sir 
John  (/)  Faftolfe,  with  great  pie^,  but  with 
great  duplication  of  confooants.    There  was 

(r)  See  Dsvis  Di£Uonary  un<kr  the  letter  LI :  And  fee 
Saleflftity's  BririQi  Grammar,  1567,  Sig'.  D.  i :  "  Of  the 
**  ftraunge  found  of  double  //;  —  I'he  Englyfheman's 
**  toungue,  when  he  would  found  //,  lljiieth  to  '/." 

{d)  See  Manning's  Lye,  L. 

{#}  Fenn's  Letters,  v<^  i.  p.  282.  , 

(/)  \b.  vol.  ii.  84.  [g)  lb.  vol.  ii.  88. 

(i)  [b.vol.ii.34.  (i)  lb.  5a. 

a  faihion 
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k  fefiiion'irt  (pcHing,  amdng  p^tkiriar  ptf' 
foris,^-  as  iti  ■  objcfts  of  grratet'  c6nie^;^fti|i^ 
The  «wrrt6y' w^  -of  the:  imjchopffkfl-  J^ift 
Pattori  4ia(t  a^jsaffioii  Foi-  tHe'^fticaVton  ttf  g  s 
ttj-  tfeftynggs,  for  Haftnigs.;  tynggys,  ■for 
AiDgs';-  ^'lydynggs,  ftw  tMings-j  ;a6,' the 
Kya^^jr'-ho'wjm/saftdi'  In  i^fs,  the  great 
Ebt.tjf'^Warwick  affefiea'to^dtipUAte;  both 
lher^,andrtie  n^-  He  ^atcd  His  letted  lr«m- 
** 'Wythinne  owt  Ibggyhg  in  y*  G/y  Fr^ 
^'■wyrfiinne''Nt;wgatcH[if);'  Dwing'^he  »wgaP 
of' Henry  8',  and'Tiistnree  eh34<n,  the  fta^" 
^pipers,  ptibliibed  by  Lodge,  illaftnite  -Ais 
point  of  Ae  orthograpliy,  as  weffl  «s;  cbfow 
abundant  light  upon  the  hiftocy -rf  -Eog- 
land.  Mr.  MaJone  inik^  then,  in  his  af- 
fumption,  that  fuch  a  dnplicition '  rf  confo- 
'nants  is  unexampled,  -  in  the  Engliih'  lan- 
guage, from  the  days- of  Edward  ift  to  the 
prefcnt  (/). 

Biit  Shakfpcare  was  too  good  a  natura^ift^ 
,  ibfi  public  accufer  repeats,  not  to  know»  that 

Ci)  lb.  v(J.  i.  86.         ■ 

(/)  He  fcems  to  forget"  TTie goodly  Hyftory  of  the 
**  true,  and  conftint  LoVC  tctween  ^i^omeo  "and^  Ju- 
**  lietta/^in  Paiiitcf''e  Palate  tf  PUefurty  vol.ii.  p^f79; 
wherein  he  might  hafe  iccn  the  unprcaStnted  jjjipIkatioR 
of  Sihoateo. 

a  bud 
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abod^y&y?  blooms f  and  then(ffi)  bloffoms-,  and 
too  good  a  drayman^  it  Teems,  to  put  the  cart 
Ijcfore  the  horfe^     I  TufpeA,  however,  that 
while  Sha-kfpeare's  heart  was  overflowing  with 
gratitude,  his  eye  was  fixed  on  a  paJTage  of 
GaTcoignc,  in  praife  of  Concord  (n)  : 
"  Wken  VoBl  of  time  returnes  the  luQie  v/r, 
"  By  thee  alone  the  huit  and  hlaffomes  Tpring : 
"  The  Adds  with  flowers  begarnifhol  ev'ry  where, 
*•  The  ibcming  tTKi  aboundant  leave's  do  bring." 

In  the  fame  ftrain  of  affuinption,  the  public 
ftccufer  goes  on  to  fuppofe,  that  Shakfpeare 
Was  rare/e/s ;  that  Our  careUfs  poet  never  kept  a 
copy  of  any  letter  he  wrote  j  and,  that  the 
epithet  Grace  was  never  applied  to  peers,  who 

(at)  See  Johnfon  in  Vo.  B/wai,  %  hlaffom;  to  Wwm;  to 
bring  bltffoms :  See  Afli,  in  Vo.  Bloom,  a  bloHbm ;  to 
i/wjH  to  bloflbm  :  And  fee  Tlor'io's  ff'erld  ef  f^ardi^  i  $f)S,  in 
yo,  PulluS J  bods,  blalTomeE,  or  young  (prigges;  PuUahrt 
10  bud,  blofibme,  to  Ipring.  Shakfpeare  was  too  good  a 
iduMogift  not  to  know,  that  blMm%y  and  bloffonuy  are  fyno- 
nimas ;  and  like  other  writers,  who  are  labouring  more  with 
(be  thought,  dian  the  language,  tried  to  add  fomethlng  to 
die  force  of  ^e  lentiment,  by  tlie  repetition  of  fynonimasj 
bow  contrary  foever  this  may  be  to  later  practice.  Shak- 
4>eart  may  have  learned,  as  he  learned  other  matters,  from 
Painter's  Palace  of  Pleafurt,  1 567,  by  means  of  the  talc  of 
"*  The  EmprefTe  FauSina,  and  the  CoUntefs  of  Celant,  what 
"  blo^imt  hlame  of  whorifh  life,  and  what  frui£tes  thereof  be 
*•  culled."  [See  the  pre&ceto  the  fecond  volume.] 

£)■]  England's  ParnalTus,  1600,  p.  33. 

M  were 
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Were  inferior  to  dukes :   For,  he  adds,  die 
phrafe,— ^  Grace  of  Norfrlk,  or  bis  Grace  of 
Bucksy  is  much  pofterior  to  the  fiiteenth  cea- 
tury  {o).     But,  to  aOert  is  always  more  eaiy 
than  to  inquire.     I  join  ilTue  with  the  pubUc 
accufer,  upon  the  point :'  and,  I  undertake,  oa 
the  contrary,  to  prove,  that  the  epithet  Grace 
was  applied  to  the  lower  orders  of  nobility, 
during  the  fifteenth  century.     A  love  fick 
lady,  writing  to  a  baron,  bold,  produced  thefe 
memorable  verfes  (^) : 
**  My  Ryght  good  Lord,  moft  knyghtly,  gentyll  knyght, 
"  Onto  yo'r  Graces  in  my  moft  humbyll  wyfe 
**  I  mc  commend—— — 
-  *'  Onto  your  Lordfhep  to  wrygbt  vi'*oaght  lycencc" 

Having  thus  proved  my  point,  I  might  here 
clofe  my  proof:  But,  for  the  eftablifhment  of 
truth,  will  I  fhow,  equally,  that  his  fecond 
pofition  is  as  groundlefs,  as  his  firft.  DranC 
has  fome  {q)  verfes,  which  he  <ledicated  "  To 
"  the 

(fl)  Inquiry,  172-3. — The  phrafe  too  j "  ^'"''■^J' ?^  ■^^'/''^ 
*'  be  not  too  bold,  for  Dickon,  thy  mafter,  is- bought,  and 
*'  fold ;"  is  much  pofterior,  no  doubt,  to  die  age  of  Sbal;- 
ipeare. 

{p)  Fenn's  Let.  vol.  lii.  p.  3C4,  in  tlie  time,  either  of 
Henry  6th,  or  of  Edward  4th, 

(f)  TfSnflation  of  Horace,  1566: — 

"  O  fame,  where  dydlle  thou  then  fojornc, 
"  Inviron'd  in  what  place, 
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^  Ac  Duke's  grace's  departyngc :"  The  fedt  is, 
Uiat  there  was  no  fettled  praftice,  for  the  ap- 
plication of  complimental  epithets,  to  the 
peers.  When  Shakfpeare  dedicated  his  Venus 
flnd  Adorih  to  Lord  Southampton*  in  1 593,  he 
coQcloded;  "your  honours,  in  all  duty:"  when 
he  dedicated  his  Raff  of  Lucrece,  to  the  fame 
patron,  in  1 594,  he  concluded  j  "  your  lord- 
finpt  in  all  duty."  The  ftate  papers,  and  the 
ftage  plays  of  that  period  ftiow,  plainly,  that 
d»ere  was  no  fettled  pratftice,  in  the  ufual 
mode  rtf  addrefe  either  to  the  (r)  prince,  or  to 

the 

"  Wafi  thou  t  that  (ve  in  do  wife  knewe, 

■  The  commyng  of  hi»^ra.-t." 
»iThis,  I  prefumcj  Vfas  the  Duke  of  NoVihumberland,  Who 
pracUiined  Queen  Mar^  at  Cambridge,  on  the  20tb  of  Julyi 
aid  was  beheaded  on  the  22d  of  Auguft,  1553.    [Howe's 
Cbroc.  612-14.] 

(r)  In  Shaldpeare'S  Henry  6,  part  2d,  ad  i,  C  at 

Hiiatc;  Jefu  preferve  your  royal  majcfij! 

Doch.    What  fay*ft  ihouj  tnajtftj!    1  am  haxgract. 

Hume.  But,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  Hume's  advicct 
y.Qwi greet" i  title  (hall  be  muliiply'd. 

bnch.  "What  foy'ft  thoa,  man  ?  has  thou  as  yet  conferred 
With  Margery  Joordain,  the  cunnlr.g  ivitch{ 
And  Roger  Bolingbroke,  the  conjuror  I 
And  will  they  undertake  to  do  me  goodf 

Home.  Thia,  they  have  promifed :  To  Ihow  your  highncft 
A  fpirit  rais'd  from  depth  of  underground. 
That  fhall  make  aiifwer  to  fuch  quellions, 
Aa  \yj  yovr  grttet  (hall  be  propounded  him." 

M  2  This 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


1^4  ^'l     APOLOGY      [LOKD  SoUTHAHPTOMi 

the  peer.  And,  it  is,  thereibre,  inconclufive» 
to  found  obje<Sions  upon  a  ruppolcd  uniformity, 
which  never,  in  iaft,  exited. 

But,  the  public  accufer  aHerts  with  the  fame 
pofitivenefs,  which  is  equally  unfupportcd  by 
proofs,  that  the  conclufion  of  Sbakfpeare's 
epiftlc  if  *' completely  modem  :"  **  Tours  de- 
"  votedlye  and  with  due  refpefte,"  he  af- 
firms, is  a  conclufion  completely  modem  (j). 
On  this  pofition,  I  again  join  ilTuc  with  him. 
The  fubjed  is  curious,  as  a  point  of  archaeo- 
logy ;  if  it  were  not  always  of  importance  to 
vindicate  the  truth.  Fenn's  letters  (how,  with 
fufficientdiftindncfs,  how  ^miliarly  the  epif- 
tolary  correfpondence  of  the  fifteenth  century 
was  concluded.      For  example :    In    1 47  ?» 

This  palTage  is  aloitc  fuIHcient  to  prove,  that  there  was  theiii 
no  fettled  form  of  ufing  majejiy,  gract,  and  highnefs.  And, 
fee  adl  i.  f.  3.  Grace  is  an  epithet,  which  Shalcfj>eare  has 
been  ftudious  to  ufe  in  many  forms.  [See  Ayfcough's  Index, 
in  Vo.  Gratt.J  In  Phaer's  dedication  of  his  Virgil  to  Queen 
Mary,  in  1558,  he  calls  h«r  indifcriminately  **  gracious 
*'  highne/s,  excellent  pn'nceffe,  foverain  good  iadie,  redought- 
"  ed  maiftreflc,  rnaje/iy,  and  greet  "  James  Howel,  wntlng 
tojane,  thcMarchionefsofWinchefter,  in  1626,  concluded; 
**  Your  ^raff'j  moft  humble  and  ready  fcrvitor."  [Howcl's 
Letters,ii6.]  This  quotation  proves,  that  thccpithct,^riifi-, 
bad  not,  even  in  1626,  been  appropriated  by  fcholars, 

(j)  Inquiry,  177. 
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"  Your  fellow,  - —  Haftyngs  (/)  :"  **  Youri 
"  J(Jm  Pafton  (a) :" — In  1465,  **  Per  k  vo~ 
*'  tret  ]•  Payn  {v):"  In  1469,  **  Yours', 
*•  Margaret  Pafton  (w)."  In  1460,  "  Your 
"  friend.  Scales  [x).  In'i46o>  '*  Yourprieft, 
**  the  abbot  cf  Langley  (y)."  In  1485,  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  writing  to  John  Pafton, 
concluded  his  epiftlc,  "Yonr  /over,  J.  Nor- 
"  folk  (z)."  The  Tame  familiarity  of  ftyle 
continued  through  the  fubfequent  century;  as 
may  be  feen  in  Howard's  Collections.  Lady 
Stanley,  writing,  in  1571,  to  Lord  Su^x, 
concluded,  "Yours,  Ifabel  Stanley  (a)  "  The 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  writing  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Cecil,  in  1 567,  concluded,  "  Your  ever  moft 
*'  beholden/'  Lord  Windefor,  writing  in  1 560, 
to  Lord  Suflex,  concluded,  "  by  your  aflur^ 
"  ed  {&)."     The  Earl  of  Eff^x,  writing  to 

{t}  Fom's  I,et  vol.  ii.  p,  155.         fu)  lb.  133. 

(o)  lb.  vol.  i.  63.  (m/)  lb.  31. 

(jr)  lb.  vol.  ill  367,  (/)  lb.  401. 

(z)  lb.  33s : — Cardinal  Wolfey,  after  bis  fiJI,  conclu<le4 
his  letter  to  Secretary  Gardiner,  in  the  following  majincr : 
"  Wryttyn  at  Aiber  with  the  trcmyllyng  hand  and  hevy  here 
"  of  your  aiTuryd  lavfr  and  bedyfman,  T.  Car"'.  Ebbr." 
[Scrype's  Mem.  voL  i.  apx.91.].  The  cardinal  concluded 
aiiotber  of  his  letters  to,  SccrcUry  Gardiner :  "  Incurs,  vrith 
f  hcrt  and  prayer,  T.  Car"'.  Ebof.  mjern'mus."  [lb..  90.1- 
(tfj  Htjward'i  Col.  235.  (i)  lb.  221. 
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the  Lord  Chamberlain,  in  i$7jt  concluded. 
"  Your  lordfhip's  moft  bounden."  Baldwin- 
finiihed  his  epiftle  dedicatcuy  of  his  Mirrour 
for  Magifirates^  in  1559.  by  faying,  "  Yours 
"  moft  humblie."  In  1567,  Painter  con-- 
eluded  the  dedication  of  his  Palaee  of  Pleafiirv- 
to  Sir  George  Howard,  by  fubfctibing  hira- 
felf,  "Your  moft  bounden."  When  the  Doome  . 
to  Judgement  was  dedicated  ta  the  tiord  Chan- 
cellor Bromley,  in  1581,  the  author  finifhed 
his  epiftle,  by  fubfcribing,  "  Tours  at  com- 
*'  mandment,  Stephen  Batman,  in  divinity 
*'  profeflbr."  In  January,  1589,  Spenfer  con- 
cluded his  prefatory  epiftle  of  the  Fairy 
Queen  to  Raleigh,  "  ToMrs  moft  humbly  af-^ 
*'  fcf^ionate  :''  He  concluded  his  dedication 
of  Colin  Clout  to  Raleigh  :  "  Yours  ever 
"  humbly  Edmond  Spenfer,"  The  Penitent 
Publican  was  dedicated,  in  1610,  to  the 
Countefle  of  Huntington,  by  the  author,  who 
fubfcribed,  "  Tour  honors  moft  bumbUe  de- 
*'  voted,  Thomas  Collins,"  When  Drayton 
publiftied  a  correfted  edition  of  his  poems,  in 
1613,  he  addrefled  them  to  his  cfteemed 
friend,  Mafter  James  Huiffi^  by  faying  j  "  In 
**  good  faith,  worthy  of  all  love  I  think  you, 
**  which  I  pray  you  let  iupply  the  place  of 
f  further  compliment ;  yours  ever,  Michael 
"  Drayton,'' 
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**  Drayton,"  The  dedications" <rf"  bbaks;  diir^ 
if^  the  precediDg  age,  are,  generally,  con-i 
duded,  by  fuch  £uniliar  expreOions,  as  "  Touri 
"  moft  humbliej"  "  Yours  moft  huiabVic  df- 
**  voPed"  **  Tours  ever."  But,  I  will  knii  up 
thk  hoped  network,-— 

«  —  ■  —^  (>r  at  ttie  l^A,  fo  prove  it, 
*^  That  the  piobatioa  bear  no  hinge,  noi  loop, 
"  To  hang  a  doubt  on," — 
by  quoting  the  modern  conclufion  of  Heylyn's 
dedication   to  his  "  Little  Defcrtption  of  tbs- 
Great  ff^orld,"  in  1624;    "  Tp  the  moft  ex- 
"  cellent   Charles  Prince  of  Wales ;"    fub- 
fcribing    himielf,     "  Your    Highnefle   moft 

*  humbly  devoted^  Peter  Heylyn." 

Yet,  the  public  accuferpofitively  infifts  upon 
his  point :  and  continues  to  call  for  examples 
of  fuch  familiar  phrafes,  that  were  ufed  by  the 
/oTO  to  the  high :  yours,  and  yours  devotedly, 
he  fays  explicitly,  he  has  never  found  in  the 
conclufion  of  letters,  during  Shakfpearc's  age  {c\^ 
By  quoting  fuch  conclufions  of  epiftlcs,  in 
that,  and  the  preceding,  age,  I  have  faved  him 

(r)  loquiry,  179:   The  flwut  anfwerisj    "Seek,  and 

*  ye  Hiall  find :"  Look  into  Fenii's  Letters,  every  wherej  in 
Howard's  Colle£tioa8  J  in  the  Cabala;  in  the  Sydney  Pa- 
pers ;  which  are  all  books,  he  rometimes  <^uotes  ;-rand  in 
(he  epiftolary  dedications  of  black  letter  pamphlets;  of 
Vhii^t)  he  has  many  thotilands. 
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the  trouble  of  a  ibcond  iTearch,  although  it 
may  mortify  the  conceit  of  fceptics,  who  fup- 
pofc,  that  a  thing  does  not  exift ;  becaufe  they 
cannot  find  it. 

In  this  fpirit  of  fccptieifm,  however,  the 
public  accufer  takes  a  view  of  Lord  South*. 
ampton's  anfwer  to  Shakfpeare's  epiftle  (^). 
Of  this  munificent  patron,  the  paymafier  of 
Flor^o,  he  is  ftudious  to  ftate,  as  his  firft  argu-> 
ment,  that  "  all  the  poets  and  artifts  of  tho 
*'  time  looked  up  to  him  as  their  protec:- 
**  tor  {/)."  From  this  fadt,  Croufaz  would 
have  {/)  concluded,  that  it  is  very  probable^ 
fuch  a  Southampton  woyld  write  fuch  an  epif- 
tle to  fuch  a  Shakfpcare.  The  public  accu&r 
now  pafles  from  the  orthography ;  and  comes 
to  the  phrafeology  j  although  he  ftill  worfliips 
uniformity^  as  the  idol  of  his  pMIolo^.  Tht; 
T>eare  H^iliiam  of  the  addrefs,  he  thinks  toq 
familiar,  for,  "the  immeafurahle  diAance  at 
*'  which  Shakfpeare  ftood  from  Lord  Squthi 
"  ampton  i^)"  This  diftiince  was  not  more 
immeafurahle,  than  the  height  between  Queei^ 
Elizabeth  and  her  female  attendants;   ^nd, 

.    {d)  Inquiiy,  179.  («}   lb.  iSo. 

(/■)  Sec  LaLsgijuf.  Acrifter.  1720. 
Is)  Inquiry,  181. 

Kin? 
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King  James  and  his  male  fervaots  t  Yet,  to 
Lady  Drury  Elizabeth  wrote,  **  Bee  well 
••  ware  wy  Beffe i"  to  Lady  Paget,  "good 
*•  Kate,"  to  Lady  Norris,  "  my  own  (i) 
"  crowe  :"  King  James  began  his  letters  IOl 
the  Lord  Trcafurer,  Salilhury,  «  My  Httlc  {t) 
**  beagle,"  and  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
<*  My  dear  ftinie  {k)*'  But,  it  feems,  peers 
were^  in  thole  days,  more  lUrched,  than  their 
£>vereigns :  And  yet,  we  fee  nothing  of  this 
in  Fenn's  Letters  j  nor  in  Lodge's  lUuftra- 
tions.  The  endearing  epithet  Deare^  in  the 
(Tommencement  of  an  epiftle,  is  quite  unex- 
ampled, it  feems }  ytU  have  we,  in  1550, 
«*  My  ^eft  friend  i"  as  the  firft  words  <rf  % 
letter  from  Sir  George  Hayward  to  a  lady  (J). 

{b)  Inquiry,  Iil-i3-i4i  And,  fee,  in  Strypc's  Annals, 
vd.  lit.  p.  166,  a  letter  from  Elizabeth  to  Burghley  1583, 
which  begins  (*^/rj^Vir,  Idoubt  Ido  nicicnftme  you  :  For 
*  tfatrfe  of  your  kind  (they&j)  havenofcnfe.  But,  I  hava 
<■  of  late  feen  an  ttu  fignutit^  that  if  an  aiTe  kick  you,  you 
f*  feel  it  fo  foon,  &c/'  She  concluded :  "  God  bids  you, 
**  and  long  may  you  laft,  emtiint,  E.  R> "-^Burleigh  had 
Us  revenge  of  herj  as  may  be  feen  in  Peck. 

-  (i)  Syd,  Pap.  vol.  ii,  p.  325. 

(if)  SceinLordHailes'sMem.Glafg.  1766,  feveral  let- 
lets  from  Stinit  to  King  James;  which  he  concludes; 
V  Your  roajefty's  moft  humble  flave  and  dog." 

(^  Howud'iCoUc^Hpns,  p.  531. 

When 
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When  Eltaabcth  wifliedta  diiavow  betodiou* 
privity  to  the  death  of  Macy,  ihe  began  hw 
,  deceitftil  letter  to  the  Scottiih  king  (»)  :  •'  Mj* 
**  dear  brother;  I  woulde  you  knew  the  ez- 
**  tremo  ddor  that  oTcrvfhelnies  my  minde 
"  for  that  mifecable  accident."  A  move  ca* 
pital  obfe<3iDn,  though  not  more  ftrongfy  fiip- 
ported,  ftill  remains.  **  Dear  Wiiiam  is  the 
"  pronunciation  of  a  vulgar  illiterate  female  of 
'*  the  prefent  day(«)."  Had  the  cxpreffien- 
been  WUl'my  or  Wm,  it  had  been,  without  ob- 
jet^ion ;  becaufe  Sbakfpeare  hinUelf  has  writ-* 
ten  it  in  that  contraded  form.  Prom  fock 
an  objection,  and  fucb  reafmings,  the  pal^ 
Qccnfer  goes  on  to   tell  (0)   us,  how  Lord 

(m)  lb.  146 :  She  repeats,  "■  You  have  not  in  the  world 
**  a  more  loviage  klnTwoman,  nor  i  mote  deerfreadts  then 
*<  myfeU."  f^flcz,  writing  to  Elizabeth,,  begins:  .^'njf^ 
**  dtur  and  mofk  admired  lady."  [Birch'fe  Mem.  vol.  iL  p* 
4431  and  fee  wxaj  more  fuch  d»0r  exp^eSoQs  latbt  Anw 
booJc,  p.  418,  430,  437.]  Lady  Leicefter,  writing  to.  hef 
fon,  the  Earl  of  EjTex,  in  1598,  ^ndutled  \  **  your  siother, 
«  dearlitft  loving  you."  [lb.  388.]  One  of  the  letters,  of 
the  once  &fhi(Hiable  EupHUE*  to  bis /f-fra^  LiviA,  began; 
V-  Deart  Livia,  I  am  as  glad  to  hear  of  thy  weliare,  as  (pi- 
"  rowfiil  to  underftand  thy  ncwes."  fLyly's  Eupbuis,  1 58 1 , 
p.  86.]  Hamlet,  writing  to  Oj^lia,  b^ins:  **0  dtar 
•*  Ophelia;"  and  conclndes:  "Thine  evermore  mo^  deaf 
^  lady." 

(n)  Inquiry,  182,  (a)  lb.  181. 

'    9  SouthamptoA 
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SouthftmptoQ  vffitt/J  havt  writtmt  had  he  rm* 
^/csntUd  to  \urite  to  ouf  poet.  He  can  alio 
taU  usi  no  doubt,  wMe  would  be  of  great 
importance  to  know.  wbether>  when  Lord 
Southampton  i^ndefcended  to  bo3C  with  Wil- 
loQg^bye,  boAruck  with  his  fill  open,  or  £huC; 
and,  when  be  amdefcended  to  br^k  at  tennis 
with  Lord  Montgomery,  whether  Lord  South- 
ampton fought  with  the  racket,  in  his  right 
haad,  or  his  left.  The  Records  in  the  Tower 
could  not  ilaad  before  arguments  of  fucb 
<*  pitb  and  fuiffi^nct" 

But>  the  public  accufer,  is  now  to  give  the 
laft  blqw  to  thu  celebrated  ctM-refpondeoce, 
He  thinks  it  very  abfurd  for  Lord  Southamp* 
too  to  call  Shakfpeare  his  dearcftyrrj^Oi/,  evca 
had  this  been  the  Jpeliing  of  the  age  :  Here, 
again,  he  fuppo^s  what  he  ought  to  prore  3 
but,  what  did  not  exiil,  the  uniformity  ofjpel- 
Sng  (jfr).  In  the  fame  ftrain,  he  objed:s  lo 
the  conclufiottt  "yours,  Southampton,"  But, 
I  have  already  Ihowo,  that  yours  was  a  very 
common  conclulion  .of  letters  before  Lwd 

{p)  Inquiry,  18a.  Had  be  todud,  with  more  care,  into 
Spenfcr's  Thru  Pr^er  Ltturt^  1580,  whkb  he  rometime* 
quotes,  be  would  have  Teen,  in  p.  5,  frmdt;  in  p.  31-33. 
friendi  in  p- 37,  frttnda ;  and  in  p.  61^  fruitdt :  Htsn, 
then,  are/our  varieiies,  which  iUuftrate  thtfptUing  of  the  age; 
fii^  reiterate  the  proof  rf  its  want  of  unifwrnity. 

Southampton 
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Southampton  was  born,  during  the  age,  where- 
in he  lived,  and  after  his  dcceafe  :  And,  I 
have  alfo  proved,  that  the  mode  of  fignature 
'♦  with  the  Chriftian  name  (y)  prefixed,"  was 
neither  hereditary  in  his  &mily,  nor  the  uni- 
form praflice  of  Lord  Southampton  himfelf. 
He  fails,  then,  in  his  fuppofitions,  and  his 
proofe  J  And,  he  fails,  therefore,  in  his  objec- 
tion to  the  conclufion  of  the  letter  j  which  is 
not  objeftionable,  if  prafticc  form  precedent 
He,  at  lengtJi,  produces  *<  two  (r)  letters, 
**  written  by  Lord  Southampton,  the  onfy  kt- 
**  ten  oibis  known  to  be  extant ;"  Had  the 
public  accufer  produced  thefe  letters  Amply, 
and  proved  their  authenticity;  the  inquiry, on 
this  head,  wpuld  have  been  gpeatly  ihortened : 
But,  he  is  conflantly  contaminating  truth,  by 
fome  intermixture  of  fidtion  j  which,  as  it 
cannot  be  admitted,  becaufe  it  is  untrue,  at 
once  provokes  remark,  and  calls  for  confuta- 
tion. Why  affcrt,  that  tbefe  are  the  only 
letters  of  Lord  Southampton,  which  are  known 

(f )  Inquiry,  184.  Lord  Soiubampton  drd  not  prefix  his. 
Chriftian  name:  he  only  prefixed  the  inhiaf  of  it,  according 
to  Mr.  Malone's  own  fliowing  \  though  I  have  produced  a 
letter,  which  he  did  figo  with  his  Chriftian  name;  bcfides^ 
the  divtrfitj  proves  the  v/ant  of  unifarmty, 

(r)  Inquiry,  l8j. 

ta 
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to  exi(l>  although  this  aflertJon  Is  contrary  to 
the  fa^:^  i  a  fadt,  that  I  have  already  afcertain- 
«d?  Yet;  I  will  not  pufh  him  further  on 
the  point}  as  I  am  of  opinion,  that  therievcr- 
to  -  be  -  forgotten  epiftles  of  Southampton, 
and  Shakfpearc,  are  fpurious ;  a  truth,  of 
which  I  was  early  convinced,  not  by  the 
proofs  of  the  public  accufer,  but  by  the  power 
of  attorney  from  Lord  Southampton,  before- 
mentioned  (s). 

Such  is  the  Apology,  which  the  believers 
addrefit  with  bland  words,  to  this  equitable 
court.  When  the  ftrength  of  the  General 
Argument  ihall  be  compared  with  the  feeble-* 
nefs  of  the  Jpecial  objcftions :  when  the  vio- 
lent prefumption,  arifing  from  collateral  cir- 
cumftances,  (hall  be  oppofed  to  the  flight  evi- 
dence, which  the  comparifon  of  unknown 
hand-writing  affords :  The  believers  ,  will 
humbly  hope,  rfiat  this  court  will  allow  the 
public  accufer  to  take  nothing  by  bis  motion. 
When  he  fliall  have  reflected  on  this  iffue  of 
his  bad  pleading,  he  may  then  cry  out  :— 

**  Ha !  Do  I  dream  f  Is  tbis  my  hop**!  liiccefs  ? 

<*  I  gEUw  a  ftatue,  ftil^  and  metUnlefi". 

\t)  See  before,  page  135, 

§  IV.  SHAK. 
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- — SVf. — 

SHAKSPEARE'S     LETTERj 

AND    VERSES 

To  ANNA  HATHERREWAYE. 

The  public  accufer,  neverthelefs.  Is  re» 
folved  not  to  remain  long  in  bU  dream.  The 
confutation  of  his  pleading,  and  the  denial  of* 
his  motion,  only  urge  the  activity  of  his  per- 
fcverance.  And  he  now  plays  oif  his  former 
objc<^ions,  with  his  accuHionied  logicj  on  Hdt 
Efifile,  and  Verfes,  of  the  love-fick  Shakfpeare* 
Tliat  a  youth  of  eighteen,  who  was  born  U 
poet,  and  who  at  that  age  fell  in  love,  and  ' 
nwrried  the  objcfl  of  his  paffion*  fliould  write 
a  love-letter,  and  love-verfes»  to  the  goddefe 
9(  his  idolatry,  the  public  accufer  thinks  very 
unnatural :  and,  being  ^hus  unlikely  to  hap- 
pen, he  infers,  with  the  help  of  Venus,  and 
her  {a)  fon»  that  it  is  very  improbable,  fuch  a 
lover  Ihould  fend  fuch  hve-Jbafts  fnmrtly  from 
bis  Sew.  Occupied  as  he  is,  with  **  all  the 
■*  Loves  and  (i)  Graces,"  wJKim  Mr.  Malone 
invokes,  the  public  accufer  can  never  be- 
lieve— 

(tf)  Xoquiiy,  x^t.  (b)  Inquiry,  142. 

«  Thefc 
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*'  Thde  antique  &bles,  nor  thefc  fairy  toys. 

«  Lovers,  and  ni:«]mcn,  have  fuch  feething  brains, 

**  Such  fiiaping  ^ntafies,  that  apprehend 

"  More  than  cool  realon  ever  comprehends. 

*'  The  lunatic,  the  lover,  and  the  poet, 

<^  Arc  of  imagination  all  compat^" 

It  ifi  the  logic  of  love,  then,  which  ought 
to  decide  the  fadl  as  to  *'  thefe  fairy  toys  "  of 
Shakfpearc;  the  letter,  the  verfcs,  and  the 
lock  of  hair.  Yet,  doth  the  public  accufer 
thbk  it  worth  our  inquiry,  "  how  far  the 
"  lady  here  meant  was  entitled  to  this  addrefs, 
"  or  how  probable  it  was  that  this  letter 
*  Ihould  ever  reach  her  hands  (<r)."  Shak- 
fpcarc,  by  marrying  the  lady,  has  decided 
the  point,  in  the  affirmative :  And,  there- 
fore, by  every  motive  of  love,  by  every 
principle  of  logic,  by  every  rule  of  law,  is 
the  public  accufer  ejlopped  from  inftituting 
foch  an  inquiry,  which,  indeed,  cool  reafon 
cmfcarcely  comprehend.  But,  he  perfeveres  j 
and  affirms,  with  all  the  confidence  of  truth, 
that  "  She  had  no  title  whatfoever  to  either 
"  of  thofc  names :  flie  was  chriftencd  plain 
"  Anney  and  her  name  was  not  Haiherrew^e, 
'^  as  ihe  is  here  abfurdly  called,  but  Hatha- 
"  iMy(^)  :"  Thus,  applying  the  pariih  re- 
afters,    as  a  decifive   rule,    for  judging  of 

(0   Inquiry,  1+4.  •      [i)   lb.  144. 

"  the 
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•*  the  lanatic,  the  lover,  and  the  pdet."  *rhfl 
faid  parith  regifters  do  not,  however,  record 
the  baptitm,  or  marriage  of  Anna  Hatherre- 
waye,  but  the  marriage  of  one  Anne  Hatha- 
way, who,  he  himfelf  allows,  was  a  different 
lady ;  and  who  was  unluckily  declined  t6  a 
very  different  hufband  (^)* 

But,  of  fuch  inquiries^  and  fuch  logic* 
there  is  no  end  I  If  it  be  true,  that  Sfaak.- 
fpeare  was  born  a  poet }  that  Shakfpeare's 
genius  was  to  it/elf  a  law  ;  is  it  not  reafonable 
to  infer,  that  fuch  a  poet,  as  Shakfpeare^ 
would,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  read  the  writ- 
ings of  fuch  a  poet,  as  Spenfer  {f)  ?  Who 
would  contfovert  this  conclufion,  but  fcep- 
tics  ^  Shakfpeare,  then,  mud  have  ftudied 
the  'three  Proper  Letters  of  Spenfer,  which 
are  inftrnftive,  for  their  criticifm,  and  digni- 
fied, for  their  fenfe.  And,  herein,  Shakfpeare^. 
doubtlefs,  faw  Spenfer's  verfes,  **  To  my  good 
"  Miftrcffe  Anne;  the  very  lyfe  of  my  lyfe, 
••  and  oncly  beloved  myftrefle  : — 

■    (,)  IS.  146. 

(/)  The  controveriy,  with  regard   to  the  haming  of 
Stuldpeare,  was  decided,  by  a  limiiar  argument;  by  fhow- 
ing  (hat,  as  there  &ifted  tranQations  of  the  daffies,  which 
4  Shakrpeare  mght  read  ;■  fe  he  did  probably  read  them. 

«  Gende 
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"  Gentle  Miftrc(&4i^««,  I  aid  plaine.  by  natiM : 
"  I  was  iievcr  to  fairs  in  loue  with  any  creature, 
"  Happy  were  your  feruant,  if  hee  coulde  bee.fo  AnnedL 
"  And  you  not  vnhappy,,if  yoa  (boul'debefo  maimed. 
**  Ilovenottogloze,  wbere  I  love  indeede, 
■(  Nowe  Godj  and  good  Saibt  Antu^  fende  me  gopd 
<peede(;;." 

Here,  theiif  is  the  precedent  for  Sliakfpeare's 
^iftle,  an^  the  archetype  of  his  verfcs.  Tq 
this  theory,  however,  the  public  accufer  has 
an  objei^ion  at  hand  :  If  Shaldpeare  did  noi 
underftand  Latin,  be  could  not  tranflate  the; 
Engliih  Anne,  int©  the  Latin  Anna.  But,  is 
it.  Id  h&,  a  tranflated,  or  an  original,  name  ? 
Mr.Waldroft  will  inform  (A)  us,  indeed,  ••  that 
"  Anna  is  a  Latin  adoption  of  comparatively 
"  modern  ufe  •"  [Hei>rew,}ic  fliould  have  faid]. 
And,  Mr.  Malone  will  aflure  us  that,  "  to 
**  tolk  of  Anna  Hatherrewaye,  m  1582,  is 
"  truly  ridiculous  (/)."  He  appeals  to.  Lord 
Charlemont  upon  the  point.  The  firft  rife, 
he  adds,  of  the  prevailing  pafiion  fbrTonOTOUS 
Chriftian  nAmcs  is  well  nemembered.  The 
Lady  Elizas,  the  Lady  Matildas,  and  Lady 
Louilas,  have  now  gained  a  compleat  afcend- 
eocy  J  and  a  Lady  Betty,  or  a  Lady  Fanny  is' 
hardly  to  be  found  {^).    His  pofition  is,  that 

ii)  Thiee  Proper  Lrtters,  1580,  p.  43-,::. 

(i)  Free  Refleflions,  lO.-  ■ 

to  Inquiry,  145.  [i)   Id,    •_ 

N  till 
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till  wUhin  aW^  ofmemary-,  the  women  of  this 
country  were  not  known  by  poetical  names. 
Upon,  this .  pofition,  I  join  ilTue.  with  him. 
I  maintain,  that  the  ladies  of  our  iilaDd  wore, 
in  former  times,  diitingu^ed^  by  names  as 
poetical,  as  themfelves  were  elegant.  Such  as ; 
Gulielma,  Milmetta,  Philippa,  Francifca,  were 
their  ufual  appellations  (/).  In  the  5th  of 
Stephen,  Lucta,  the  Counteis  of  Chcfter,  was 
fined,  in  the  Exchequer,  that  **  She  might  do 
*•  right  among  her  tenants  (w).'*  ^'^o/a,  the 
widow  of  William,  the  fufor,  01^  melter,  in 
Ae  time  of  Henry  2,  and  Richard  I,  **  pfof- 
••  fercd  ten  merks,  to  have  livery  of  tbelands, 
*  and  chattels  of  her  huiband ;"  but,  ftiff  was 
loo  poor  to  pay  the  fine  (n).  Lady  Juliana 
Beme^  wrote  the  «  Boke  of  Huiitiiig,"  at 

'  (/)  Camden'f  Remains,  86-:  And,  among  the  ufuat 
Qtri^ian  xaxaxa  of  womciia  that  grou  antiquarjr  mentwn*' 
jtxna;  figaifyiitg,  graeiwi,  or  nurdfuL  lb.  77. 

(*»}  Madia's  Exchef|r.  vt^  i,  p.  397.  This  book  con* 
tains  many  tuch  names  in  thofe  oldta  times  r  a»,  Mabilia, 
Sibylla,  Wiverona,  Abreda,  Acliza,  £mma>  Maria,  Matilda, 
Rdietfe,  Hcletr^,  Gundrcda,  C«nfbmtia,  Alicia,  Hawila, 
Cecilia,.  Ublda ;  and  many  others  of  fiaiilar  Jbutidy  wborpul 
fines,  for  either  muryijig,  or  rcAifisg  to  many.  And  bm 
Madox,  vcJ.  i.  p.  4.63>4. 

(»)  Madox,  ftA.  ti.  p.  309  :  And,  fee  DBgdale*!!  Au 
ran^e,  every  irtiere,  for  Aich  wmet. 

5  .'.'** 
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ibe  epoch  of  th6  iAviintion  of  f^pography. 
Lady  ^ahella  Steward  was  baptized.  In 
15^8  (*).  Spenfiflr  dedicaied  YA&  Dapbnei^'y 
m  i59r>  to  H^kka-t  the  Marchioneis  of 
Nor^mpton.  The  Countefs  df  Northum- 
berland, who  wtrt  the  cekbrated  Earl  of  Ef-* 
fex's  fifter,  wa^  named  DiatiM.  I  wUl  no\t 
c)o(e  my  proofs,  with  regard  to  t6e  ifuejohied'y 
oti  this  fubjedy  by  flating  d  &dt,  ^k'Kich  wilt 
eohvince  the  reader,  that-  Beyond  time  of  tm-^ 
mory^  yctyfonoroui  names  were  given  to  girls  i 
' — "  On  thfc  thirteeth  of  July  i6i6>  was  bapj. 
'*  tiised,  at  Wimbledon,  the  Lady  Georoi- 
*^  ANNA,  the  daughter  of  ^e  Earl  c^  Exeter  j 
"  Queen  Anne,  dnd  the  Earl  of  Woroefter, 
••  being  witrieflea  {p)i"  The  public  ftccufer, 
therefore,  iails,  egregioufly,  in  proving  his 
pofitio^n. 

{9)  Lodge's  UUiftrttiions,  vol.  iii.  p.  17S :  Yet,  (be  ti- 
vrajQ  iign«l  l^cr  name,  Arb^la,  tu  her  letten ;  ^  indeed, 
flie  engTaved  her  name  911  the  walls  of  her  priliwi)  in  the 
(ow«r. 

{p)  Lyfons's  Environs,  vol.  i.  p.  53J :  And  fee  the  (naf- 
riage  <^  Chriflopher  Wraye,  Efq.  and  Albinia  Cecil,  in 
1633.  [Id.]  Richard  Biirbadgc,  the  celebrated  comedian, 
tbtftUovi  of  Shakfpeare,  named  two  of  his  daughters  JuUa^ 
not  JuUtt,  as  Mr.  Malone  miftakingly  afierts.  Joha  Florio, 
the  lexicdgiapher,  wtta  was  eleven  years  .older  dian  Shale- 
fytaxcy  ^ve  his  only  daughter  the  name  otAurtlia. 

N  2         ■  Buv 
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But,  he  will,  doubtlef^,  be  more  fuccelsful, 
in  his  next  challenge-:;  "  In  plain  profe  the 
•'  moft  diligent  refearcber  will,  I  am  confi- 
't'  dcuit,  not  difcover  a  fingle  ^na  in  the 
**  fitsteenth  century  C^)>"  I  accept  dt  lus 
challenge.  I  produce  the  Bible,  printed  by 
Barkei',  in  J583  :  **  And  there  was  a  popbe- 
•*  tefle  one  ^mz,  the  daughter  of  Pha- 
••  nuel  {r}:"  Nor,  is  this  a  folitary  inllance> 
in  holy  mrit :  "  Now,  jinna  fate  in  the  wray 
*•  looking  for  her  fon,"  [Tobias.]  (j).  But, 
he  will,  no  doubt,  objei^  to  tJbe  Bihie,  as 
too  figurative,  iapd  poetical,  for  plain  prqfe. 
I  will,  therefore,  offer  a  book  of  very  plain 
profe.  Cotter's  ThefauruSf  1573,  \yhich  Shak- 
fpeare  may  have  feen :  '*  An/iOt  a  name  of 
•'  Htbrue,  which  fignifieth  gracious:  ^rui, 
*'  alfo  the  name  of  a  Goddef&,  the  daughter 
"  of  Belus,  and  filter  of  Dido,  ^eene  of  Car- 
••  tbage"  Whatever  the  public  adcufei*  niay 
think  of  this  book,  I  will  clofe  my  proofe 
with  an  authority,  which,  he,  of  all  blijedtors, 
will  not  difpute : 

•*  TI10U  art  to  me  as  fecrct,  and  as  dear, 

**  As  Jima  to  the  Queen  of  Carthage  was  {t), 

• He. 

(f)   Inquiry,   I+5. 

(r)  Luke,  ch.it.  v.36.  {t)  Tobi^  cli.xi.v.5. 

It)  MaL  Shakfpearc,  1790,  v(rf.  iii.  p.  263,  Tit  7aming 

if  tbt  Sbrtw.   And  fee  the  Qmmf  latum  of  BUhop  Hall, 
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He,:  however,  thinks 'it  very  abfurd  in 
Shak^are,  to  change  the  Tpelling  of  his 
Sweetheart's  -  name,  from  Hat&amay  to  Ha- 
tberre-VB^.  But,  is  this  more  abfurd,  than 
for  Latly  Shrewibuiy  to  alter  the  name  of  her 
(if)  huiband }  or,  for  Shakfpeare  to  vary  the 
Jpetling  of  his  own  name,  in  the  moft  folemn 
ftA  of  his  IHe(v)?  .The  &d  is,  there  was. 


who  was  bom  in  1574,  tea  ytaxi  after  SliakQ>eare  :  "  But^ 
**  Anna  Utall  find  her  buHnnd's  afieflion  in  her  porttoii." 
[Prore  Works,  998-9-1000.]  A  writer  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Mag.  for  May  1796,  p.  3641  has  metwith  aaefsHtarf 
biflancc  of  Atma^  in  the  pariih-regiftcr  of  St.  Botolph't, 
Bifliapgat^  an.  1613.  He  would  have  met  widi  a  tboufiuid 
inftanccs  in  the  prer(^;^ve  office. 

(u)  Lodge's  llluftrations,  vol.  ij.  p.  168-9  -  ^^^  ^~ 
drdTed  her  letter  ^  Tb  my  lorde  my  hufbande,  the  Erie  of 
••  Stiiewclbury:"  She  fuWcribed  her  letter:  **  Your  faythe- 
«  full  wylie,  E,  StwoweOiury."  The  BrU  her  ht^nda 
appears  to  have  been  unifbnn  in  writing  his  nunc  Skrtwf- 
bury. 

(v)  Tlie  firft  brief  of  Shakrpearc''s  will  is  Signed  Shack- 
Jper§  ;  the  Ia(},  ^Aakjpeare  :  His  deed  is  figncd  Shaklpeare, 
in  Fenn's  Letters,  vol.iv.  p.  166-7,  "^7  ^^  ^^^  Btre^er 
for  Boarfptar*.  In  the  Fteahula  Stanbrigij^  imprinted  by 
Abraham  Wele,  without  the  year,  but  probably,  in  the 
reign  rf  Hen.  8,  may  be  found  togcdicr  ^  a  ^rt-ft^e\ 
*  a  fptare. "  '  In  NorJeK's  Surveyor's  Dialogue,  1607, 
p.zo6,  be  \a»Jpeart.  In  Dugdale't  Warwickshire,  p.  518 
— 20-^23,  may  be  feen  the  mojiumental  infcripdoiis  of  die 
Jhaklpeare  ^iiuly,  which  give  tbrte  varittits :  Shaki^rv, 
N  3  Sbak^«r/, 
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it  thofe  ti[pes>  mo  fixei^Bttendon  to  the  uni- 
&im.  ipdling  of  names ;  ■.  Bicnaby  Rydi,  gen- 
tleAian>  who  had  an  office  at  courti  in  the 
(dedication  of  his  Short  Survey  of  JreUmd  to 
thf  Eiurl  of  Salisbury,  in  1609*  calls  him  the 
^rlc  of  Sarifiury,  Lord  Hi^  Treafiirer  of 
England.  The  author  gires  his  own  name, 
fy^t  -in  the  tillef  page ;  RjcACf  at  the  end  of 
^e  dedication :  and,  he  calls  himfelf  RJcjbf 
when  he  publifhed,  in  1622,  T&e  Irtjh  Hub- 
bub.' '  \.\ke  the'Eriglini'  Hue-and-cry,  the 
Irifli  tiubbub  was  originally  inft^tuted  for  the 
wifefl:  {uvppf'^s  ' .  3ut,^fofe  honeft  Barnaby 
Rycfa>  Riche,  or  Rich,  pubtifhed  his  ^fefiil 
tmths,  in  1 6z2,  rA^HoWtf^  hall  degenerated, 
like  modern  Inquiries,  into  the  raifing  qf  loud 
Du'tcries,  011  flight  pretence^, 
.  Bat„  the  public  acoufer  isdetermined  neither 
**-'to  tire- our  patience,  nor  miflead  our  fenfc." 
He  merely  hefitates'  dijlike  to '  the  firft  two 
w:ord^  .of  Shaitfpeare's  epiftle  j  to  dearcjiy  as  a 

^)okeJp4afe,  mi  Shak^r^r*.  \^  Fuller 's  Wprtfa! 9,  p.126, 
th«re  9r«  ,  .two  varieties:  ^hakxjfean  ;  and,  SAitkefpear  ! 
And  ft:e  ^e  Szme  book,  ch.  xvii.  p.  5;  :  .'>  Of  the  ofun 
<*  al^rt j)£  of  fir^anict,  and  chcvarious  writing. tb^rcofi"^ 
«  Tlius,Jaip  if/ormed,"  lays  Filler, "(hat  the  honourabl* 

word 
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word  (w)  uncommon  ;  and  to  tbemjelves,  "  (pelt 
**  as  one  word,  iaftead  of  two  (*')•"  From 
verbal  criticilin>  he  comes,  at  length,  to  Teri- 
©as  thio^ :  The  public  charaSer  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  ;  the  general  io^XVf  of  her  length- 
eored  retgn ;  and  his  own  opinions  of  French 
politics  (7).    I  will  not  contend  with  him 

(v>)  Ia  confutatioo  of  this,  I  kave  alrcadjr  quoted  Howw 
ard's  CcJ.  p.  521 :  I  will  now  add  The  Hiftoiy  of  Hawfted, 
?■  I53i  for  a  leHer,  in  I595i  from  RebeccaPake;  begin- 
(usg  "  Deare  Siotfaer,"  And  EfleK  began  his  letter  to 
Queen  Elizabedi,  dated  tiie  i7ifa  Atiguft  1J97,  **Maft 
<*  Jtar  lady."  fBirch's  Mem.  vcd.  ii.  p.  358.]  To  all 
dtefc,  1  will  fiibjoin  from  Tbt  Entmy  e/  IdUiufs^  >^2t, 
**  »ew]y  publilbed  and  augmented,"  p.  432,  what  "  A 
^  lover  ii^itoAmtto  hiS'  laldj :  To  exprefle  unto  thee  (t^ 
^  Jttre)  tbe  inwiid  sricfet)  the  fecrot  ibrroves,  tbe  {»nchiiig 
**■  paines,  diat  mytpotxe  opprefTed  ^eait  pinitiill^  iodutel^ 
1  my  pen  is  altogether  unable"  It  ie  to  be  rcmarjced,  th^ 
Ihis  ■■  Enemy  of  Idleiiefle/'  wis  fet  forth  mth  the  laudable 
dcfignof  "teaching;iperie3[4atfbrmehoffto indite epiftle* 
'  of  all  fmtes."  This,  then,  is  decilive  upon  the  j>oint( 
being  doubtlcfs  die  very  precedent  from  which  Shaldpeare 
copied  hii  love  epilUe  to  Anna  Hatherrewaye. 

{x)  In  reprobation  of  this,  I  have  formerly  quoted  Hcsry 
7th's  toflrudions  to  his  agents,  and  their  anfwers.  See  be- 
Ibrt,  p.  102.  1  w!A  here  oniy  add,  that  there  is  in  the  paper- 
•fEce,  Scots  CorrefixHld,  N*  9,  fot.  573,  a  letter  lirom  Lor^ 
t  Hunfdon,  dated  the  ]5thof  Auguft,  1569,  to  Lord  Burghlcy, 
in  which,  hin^elfi  is  written,  as  am  wtrdi  thettfthtt  it 
written,  as  me  word;  and  mjft^\i6  ^rittct},  as  ofie  woi^" 
[;)  Inqiury,  14810154* 

N  4  about 
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j^out  what    is ,  JMiappllcable    to    (he    fub^ 

Buti  if  the  public  accufcr,  to  get  at  the 
^yi0)  pcir^nefs  of^a  fi&tig  ppct.  on  the  Ccorc 
of  J<ya/ly,  and  Ubertyt  iQpan  to  fay,  or  ioii- 
'  ouate>.  that  there  -was  no  free  fpcaluo^  no 
fr:?e.  \ytriting,  and  no  free  ^QCm%t  in  that  reign, 
I  will  again  join  iHue  with  him.  Need  I 
^uote'Uie  blacfc-letter  fermons  of  the  puri- 
tans^  which  fwarmed  from  the  ^ircfs,  during 
jtat  age  fa).  ■  Elizabeth  hati  hardly  beien, 
feated  oij.her  throne,  when  flie  was  faluted 
with  "  The  fifft  blaft  of  the  Trumpet  againft 
•*  the'  moriftrcus  regiment  of  woinen  {«?)." 
^dianaii  foon  after  :publilhed  -hie>  Dejure, 
yHich:the:cottntenance  of  Burleigh,  for  a  fpe- 
<JtSl  purpofej  though  it  contained  the  feed- 
plot  of  the.Freqqh  principles. of  the  pr?feiit 

(z)  See  Strype's  Annals  of  'the  Reformation,  vol-  ii.  p, 
629:.  voU  iii.  p,«a-3:  AnH  fee,'  vol.  i,  a  proclamation 
Zgux\&  traiureus  boeki;  anil  p.  5^5,  a  proclamation,  com- 
manding the  Ib^ty  of  futjeds,  and  the  djicovery  of  the  fc- 
4itiwi.  .   ..  - 

\a)  Printed  io  IS5S:  The  suidior  woadeis,  "diafnone 
*^  of  the  pregnant  wittcs  of.  the  Ifle  of  Qreat  BritKyiy  fliould 
*^  opt  adaionifli  the  inhabitants  how  abominable  before  God 
**  is^  the  rujc  of  a  wicked  woman ;  yea,  of  a  traitrtffty  and 
"  %,baj{ard."  Wliat  is  Shak^eare's  ba^bU  to'this_/W« 
writing  of  Knox! 
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dty.  Pa^lonSfbythe  name^of  Dolemfln,  pab- 
liJhed,  in  1594,  *'  A  Confiirence  about  the 
«  next  fucccffion  to  the  Crown,  of  (^)  Eng- 
**  land,"  with  a  dedication  to  the  Earl  of 
E&x,  thougli  it  contained  very  free-  writing. 
—It  is  a  £id.  iuAciendy  known,  that  the  two 
fewurites  of  Elizabeth,  Leu:cftcr,  .and:  EfTex, 
coontenanced,  for  their  private,  ends,  the  fe-  . 
ditious' pradices  "-<^  that  ungociouK-crew, 
"  which  faines  demureft-  grace.''  '  V«»y  dif- 
ferent was  the  conduft' of  that  mirrour  of 
chiyalry>  Sii!  PkUtp' Sydney,  who,  when  the 
dedication  of  The  Scitooi  ^  Abufe  was  ofiered 
him,  rejeded  it  with  fcorn  (c), .  It  was  the 
free  condufl:  of  cur  dramatifts,  when  Shak- 
fpeare  was  yet  unknown  to  iame,  that  rouftd 
the  attention  of  Elizabeth's  miniftcrsj  and 


((i)  On  my  copy  of  this  very  rare  book,  there  is  the  fbl- 
hnring  manufcript  note :  **  This  book  was  condemned  by  ' 
"  parliament^  an.  35  £li<-  ^^en  it  was  enaffed,  that  who- 
"  foer  fliould  have  it  in  his  houfe  Ibould  be  guilty  of  high 
"  trealbn.  The  printer  was  hanged,  drawn,  and  quSr- 
*'  tered4" 

(<)  This  curious  anecdote  is  mentioned  by  Spenfer,  in 
te  Tbni  Jj4tttrsi  1580,  p.  54.  1  repeat  it  with  pleafure ; 
becaufe  it  adds  aootber  wreath  to  the  cbaplet  on  Sydney's 
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Kqnired  then;  what  iias  iince  been  {d)  call* 
ed»-a  iker^ng  oB,  U  was  to  this  remark- 
able circumftance,  which  occurred,  while  our 
poet  was  whetting,  his  plcn,  that  we  probably 
owe  much  of  the  carreBnefs  of  Shakfpeire's 
dramas.  Such  are  the  £id8,  which  exhibit 
9  Tcry  Afferent  flate  of  the^r^  priacipUi,  and 
Jret  firvSlias  o£  that  reign,  from  dw  wild 
^ftprcfeauuons  c£  the  public  accuier,  who^  in 
grouping  hii  .p«fbire,  has  thrown  a  thou&nd 
Ihades  about  i:^  truth. 

The  public  accuicr,  however,  brings  Shak- 
Jpoare's  Aamile ;  the  Jaoit  b0wble^  into  vivid 
light.    Yet,  does  he  doubt,  whether  the  word 

{d)  The  LoTils  of  the  privy  council  wrote  the  Arcfabiihop 
of  Canterbury,  on  die  i  ith  of  November  1 589 : — **  That 
**  Whereas  there  hath  grown  ft>me  inconvenience  by  comon 
t  pUyes  and  enterludes  in  and  about  the  cyttie  of  I^ondon  ; 
<f  in  [as  much  as]  the  playen  take  uppon  [d>em]  to  handle 
f*  fsi  their  plaics  cqten  matters  of  SvinytUj  and  t^JiaU  aa- 
"  fitt  to  be  fuiTercdi  for  ledrefle  whereof  their  lordfliips 
<^  have  thought  good  to  appcinte  fome  perlbns  of  judgnient 
"  and  underibnditig  to  viewe  and  examine  their  playet  be- 
"  fore  they  he  pmitted  to  pfcnt  them  publickly,"  &c. 
2:c.  Similar  letters  were  at  the  bme  time  written  to  the 
(.ord  Mayor  of  London,  and,  to  the  Maftcr  of  die  Revds ;  to 
fo-opraUte  in  this  necelTary  mealure.  (CounciUr^ifter,  12 
Kovnober  1589.]  Thi«  curiouf,  and  important  tiOt  is, 
alone,  fufficient  to  overthrow  the  vi^olc  reafoning  of  Mr. 
Matonc,  about  the/rte  writing  of  Shakfpcarc's  epiftlea. 
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hamik  had-otttaincd.  fo  cariy  as  the  middle  of 
Elizabeth's  reign,  the  fignificatioa  of  any  flight 
toy,  gewgaw,  br  trifling  ^iece-of  finery.'  WTiy 
doubts  he,  wifh  the  authority  in  hi$  hand  ?  £ 
will  (how,  without  much  refearch,  that  the 
word  bawbk  was  ufed,  in  its  prefent  fenfe,  be- 
fore Shakfpeare  was  born.  When  the  author 
of  *'  A  Scholef  of  wife  Conoeyte*,"  i^ered  hts 
work  to  -  the  printer,  in  1569.  he  obje^etf, 
that  the  bopk  contained  nothing  but  whit 
was  in  Efopt,  which  *'  already  engli(ht  is." 
The  author  admiu  the  publication  of  %fipe; 
hut  anfwers;  "comparing  that  with  myn^ 
**  it  is  as  neare,  as  eafte  to  weft  j  and  droift! 
••  to  filver  fine."  The  printer  now  compares 
the  Wife  Conceytet  (e)  with  E/bpe  Engif)ht,  and 
it  length  finds  therein,  contrary  to  his  firft 
thoughts  of  it;— 

**  BeliJcs  uncwnclj'  tales, 

«  And  felfly  forged  fable^ 

"  Wbcrewith  his  book  replenifllt  is, 

"  Perccyve  I  many  bablts." 

If  this  proof  be  not  deemed  fatislai!tory,  I  will 
produce  an  evidence,  who  (hall  fpeak  deci- 
fively.  Speni^r  knew  the  English  language, 
the  Englilh  language  of  bis  fathers  :  Now,  he 

(<)  Written  by  Thonas  Blagc,  ftudent  of  Queen's  CoL 
Cambridge  ;  and  printed  by  Binneman,  is  1^69.  This  il 
%  rare,  elegant,  and  ijillru£Uve,  book  of  fables. 
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iays,  merrity,  when  commending  virtue,  £udc, 

aod  wealth.:-)— 

"  Toycs  to  mock  apcs>  ^.WQodcockes,  in  comparilcw 
ofthefe. 
'   **  Jugling  cafteSj'and  Inidnachs,    in  compariloQ  of 
-.  ■,       thefc(>)." 

And,  in  this  obvious  fenfe^  Shakipcare  ipeakt, 
in  Troiitu  and  Creffida,  of  "  ibUlaw  birwble 
,•*  ;bc^t6i"-.3indin  CymbeUnet  erf". a  letter,  as  "a 
*f  fenrslefs  -  ^ow^^."  But,  our  poet  talks  of 
htsxblem  a  more  appropriate  meaning;  of  ^dw- 
kUjZn  "  the  foots  truncbeott  of.  office."  The 
commeiitdtors,  in  explaining  the  nature  of  the 
office,  .^d  the  utility  of  the  thing,  have  be- 
(lewed  aU  the;  cream  of  their  learning.  The 
public  accttfer,  in  elucidating  the  "  original 
f'  .barbarous  term  icuheiium^'  has  fervcd  up 
only  the  fkimmilk  of  his  knowledge.  Hif- 
torians,  by  repeating,  inaccurately,  the  irrcTc- 
rent  expreffipn  of  Cromwell,  for  the  fpcaker's 
mace,"  have  brought  the  word,  and  the  thing, 

f/)  TheThreeProperLetters,  i58o,p.34.  ^ubbesjin 
his  Jttotemie  ef  Mufts^  1 583,  Sig'  M  2,  TpealcS  rfius  of  "  My 
"  Lord  of  Mifrule's  tt^nixancts :"  They  have  alio  ctrtaiii 
papers,  wherein  is  "  painted  fomc  bahhUrie,  or  other,  of  jma- 
"  gery  work ;  and  thcfe  they  cUI  my  Lord  of  Mifrule'i 
"  badges :  Thefe  they  give  to  every  one,  that  will  give  mo- 
'*  ney  for  them,  to  maintaine  them  in  their  heath enric,  divel- 
"  ric,  whordotn, drunkaie», pride,  and  whatnot." 

more 
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more  frequen^  be&ne  the  header's  eye.  It 
were  worthy -the  diligence,. and  acunien-:^^ 
our  critic  to  ftiow,  from  whence  Cromw^ 
derived  his  Jcnowledge  of  tbejoofs-bmvhle-i  It 
was  from  Cambridge,,  that  Cromwell  had  ^ 
knowledge,  and  iifc^  of  the  cxisreffioa  :.  F-orj 
performing,  therevthcpart  of  TtfiSw  infirewer*? 
Lmpia;  or  the  CoaAat  oftbeTongue  an4  tbe 
Five  Settfes ;  Cromwell  bore  a  part  in  the  fol- 
lowing fcenc,  which  will,  probably,  bring 
many  refleiftions  into  the  reader's  mind  (g"^    . 

«  [TaSus  fhinAUth  at  the  Rote  and  Criwn :— ] 
"  Taflus:— High  thoughts  have  flipp'ry  feet;  I  hat!  well 
"  nigh  ^I'n.         ,        . 
«  Mcndacio:— Wen  doth  he  fall,  that  rileth  with  a  iall. 
«  Taaus:— WhaOsthiB?"., 

••  Mcndado: — 0,afe  you  taken!  Its ia  vain  to flrir^- 
«  Taftus : — How  now  i 

"  Mcndacio  ;—You'B  bsTo  entangled  ftraight— 
'*  Tadus ; — A  crma  f  '  ■ 

«  MenJacio:— Thatifwiltbehard— 
«  Taftua:— Anda  robi! 
"  Mcndacio  t— To  loofi;  ytjurfelf. 
«  Tafiut : — A  crown ;  and  a  robe  ! 
"  Mcndacio: — It  had  been  fitter  fofyou,  to  hare  found 
zfotlsHoat^  and  a  haviblt\  hey,  hcyl" 

I  have  now  proved  my  point,  that  the  word 
bavibU  was  in  ufe,  in  its  prefent  fenfc,  before 
Shakfpeare  was  bom ;  and  have,  incidentally, 

{l)  See  Dodflejr's  Old  Plays,  vol.  y,  p.  116-128.' 
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diown  the  inutHity  <tf  ££}uifiDO,  and  the  im' 
pemnence  of  learning,  when  d/a^  can  be  ai^ 
certained  by  proof. 

But,  the  public  acGuier  is  determined  & 
fuk  no  moK.  He  chinks  it  a  ftrong  c^edioa 
to  die  letter,  that  Shakfpeare  faorrovred  his  fen- 
timent  of  cbarity  jrdm  bimielf.  Upon  other 
(i)  occafioDS,  our  critic  finds  it  a  commodious 
method  of  illuftration,  to  £bow  the  fimilarity 
of  the  poet's  thoughts,  and  language,  on  dif-* 
ferent  &faje£ts.  Yet,  he  refolves  to  cut  down 
the  taUe  cedarre  of  Shakfpeare  by  the  f<^, 
"  that  there  were  no  cedars  in  England  till 
"  after  the  Reftorajipn  (*)•"  "  Where," 
then,  he  pertmentfy  alks  *'  could  this  image 
*'  have  been  prefented  to  our  Stratford 
"  youth  ?"  He  immediately  fubjoins,  "  in 
"  the  Bible,"  or  perhaps^  "  in  fome  natural 
**  hiftory  that  will  fhortly  be  brought  for' 
"  ward."  Now,  mark  the  potent  effi<acy  of  a 
plain  talc  againfi  *•  the  bookfull  fcholar,  with 
*'  loads  of  learned  lumber  in  his  head."  Willye 
fays  to  Anna  :  "  I  cheryflie  thee  in  mye  unc 
"  hearte  forre  thou  arte  ass  a  talle  cedarre 

(h)  See  Mr.  Malone'i  commciris  on  Shakrpeare's  Son- 
nets, in  his  Supp.  vol.  it 

(»)■  Inquiry^  l6fc 

**  (Iretchynge 
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"  fttctchynge  ferthe  its  branches  ande  fuc- 
"  couryngc  the  fmallere  plants  fromme  nyp^ 
**  pynge    winneterre     off     the   ■  boyfterouft 
**  wyndcs."     Shakfpeafe  makes  the  king-dc- 
dironing  Warwick  fay,   when  dying  in  th6 
£e1d,  as  the  fpelling  has  been  mddo'nized  b^ 
the  commentators  (i): 
*'  Ttwit  jddd*  fib/ CiDAR  tothe>M*»cdge,' 
**  Who&  arrat  gava  Ihelter  to  &e  princelj'  eaglej 
**  Under  whoie  Ihade,  the  ramping  lion  llcptj 
**  Whofctop-branchoverpcer'd  Jove's  fprcading  tree^ 
•*  AsiAkeft  kw  fir ubtfrtm  winter' t  pnoerfal  wind  f^lj^' 


(i)  Mai.  Shak.  vol,  vi.  p.  373. 

(/)  In  Henry  Stb,  Cranmer  projAccio: 
"  He  IhaU  flouriOi,  and  Jikc  a 
"  Moontatn  itJar,  reach  hia  branchei 
«  To  all  die  plum:  about  hbi.". 
fSee  Mai.  Shak.  rol.  vii.  p.;  139^]  When  the  Gefta  G^vnm 
Vcre  exhibited  at  coiAtjon  Shrove  Tuelday,  1594,   "^he 
"  ImpreOes  wbich  the  mafkers  ufed  upon  their  dcntchoons, 
«  for  their  dSvif/^  were:  H.  Helmes,  Prince:  In  a  ^ri  of  a 
**  CIDAK  TKES,  the  chafafter  E  engraven :  QrifcttU."    If 
Acre  were  no  cidarre  frets  in  England,  at  Shrove-tyde,  ia 
I594»  tbe  prince  of  the  malkere  mud,  no  doubts  have  ini' 
ported  from  other  lands,  the  iari  of  the  cellar  tret^  fat  ths 
purpofe  of  his  dtviee.    In  Tht  Phiwnix  Neft^  I593>  !>■  ^> 
we  hare  the  following  lines  :— 

"  And  that  whkh  wai  of  weoodet  nwlli 
'■  Tbe  j^CBDix  left  fweete  Ara^; 
"  And  00  a  rtrdar  >n  ihit  coaftt 
"  BaQt  up  her  tombe  of  fpicerie.'^ 

The 
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.  The  fad,  then;  precludes  the  inqoiry, 
.whether  the  cedarre  were  introduced  into  Eng- 
land before,  or  after,  the  Reiloration;  ^Ja3 
anfwers  thi;  queltion,  whether  Shakfpeare 
were:  gardener  enough  to  know,  what  every 
nurfery-man.can  tell,  die  beoefit  of  Ihelterj 
how  comfortably  the .  cedar^  •  **  whofe  top- 
**  branch-  «¥er-peer'd  Jove's  fprcading  •  tre^ 
**  kept  low  fllriibs  from  winter's  powerful 
"  wind."  If  it  be  true,  that  Shakfpeare  ex- 
baufted  words,  and  then  imagined  new^  is  it  not 
equally  true,  that  "  felf-glorious  pride"  ought 
neither  to  fatigue  patience,  nor  excite  ridicule, 
by  minute  inquiries,  whether  the  maker  derived 
his  mages  from  whatexifted  iii  Britauij  or  on 
the  great  gkbe  it/elf^  The  abfence  of  the- 
cedarre  tree  from  Britain  did  not  preclude  fatire, 
it  ftcms,  from  iaying,  what  Jelf-glorkus pride 
may  repeat  $ 

*'  1  know  jny  ruder  hands  begin  to  *iuake,. 

**  To  ditnlc  wh2t  lofty  CEDARS  I  mult  fbake  (»>]." 

The  public  accufcr  will,  however,  no  more 
incur  either  the  danger  of  ridicule,  or  the  re- 
buff of  confutation.  He,  at  length,  dravro 
our  attention  \n)  to  the  lovc-verfes  of  the 
iij^g  poet  *'  to  the  fwcet  nymph  of  Avon 
**  iayre."  Yet,  he  ftops  his  critical  career,  by 
inquiring,  whether  this  be  a  love-fonnct,  or 

(«)  Marfton's  Satires,  1599,  N.  ii;i.     («)  Inquiry,  163. 

the 
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the  pofy  of  a.  (fl)rBftgf     Neither  j   Spcnlcr 
wiB  arrfvrer.:  It  is  *•  IVilfye's  S^blme:^— 
<*  To  be  iii2e,  md  eke  to  louc, 
**  Is  graunted  IcarCe  to  God  ^bove  {f)" 

The  public  accufcr  fickens  at  the  found:  No 
more  of  this  (y)  liamby  -  Pamby  -Jiuffy  he 
crieSj — 

*•  — — —  in  fonorous  flrain, 

«  Walls,  fiecplcs,  ikies,  bray  back  to  him  agafti." 

■  Tef,  he  fefolves  to  draw  oor  attention  to 
thtf  rhythitt  of  the  firft  Hnej  taking  care  to 
cf-eati  the  fault  J  which  Shakfpeare  never  com- 
iriUted,  by  Ittigtheniffg  beat-enne,  with  a  M- 
i2/?s//f  hyphen.  The  critic  appeals  to  the  de- 
ciAon  of  Spenlfer :  "  Heaven  being  ufed  fliort ' 
••  as  one  fyllafcle,  when  it  is  in  vcrfe  ftretched 
■**  \p\i\\  with  a  ^aftote  is  like  a  lame  dog  that 
*•  h<^deth  tip  one  leg  (r)."  I  bow  to  the  de- 
cifiort,  an*  rrivdrence  the  fenfe,  of  Spenfer, 
A  poet,  who,  contrary  to  onSmrie  trie,  which 

(f)  Inqtuiji  164. 

"(/»)  See  Speftfe/a  Thrtt  Lttteriy  I  j8o,  p,  jj. 

fj)'  Inquiry,  164:  "I  ftiidi  noC  therefore  ficken  your 
*<*  lordfiiip  with  any  more  of  dlisnamby'phtnby-itfiff." 

(r)  Spenfer  certainly  lays  this,  but  with  more  accuracy*  of 
bhguag^  octhographyi  and  pointing,  in  his  ?^»  Letting ' 
i$8a;p.  6i  but,  in  p-  54t  Spcofertreatf  "this  ima^Har/ 
*  JiafitU  as  nothing  worth." 

O  Spenfer 
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Spen(^  calls  tbe  fovereign  rule,  will  lepgthen 
a  mon^liabie,  certainly  merits  reprobation : 
But,  what  dc^s  the  critic  deierve,  who^  con- 
trary to  the  purpofe  of  the  poet,  will  (Iretch 
oat  the  verfe  by  a  diajiole?  As  a  lame  dogt  he 
merits  no  help  over  thejiik. 

Let  us,  however,  attend  to  the  context  of 
Spenfer,  where  he  gives  his  final  judgment 
upon  the  point  (j).  "  Now  for  your  heaveny 
**  feaven,  cleaven,  or  the  like ;  I  am  Hkewiie 
"  of  the  fame  opinion :  as  generally  in  all 
"  words  elie  :  we  are  not  to  go  a  little  ^rther, 
"  either  for  the  profody,  or  the  ortbop-apiy, 
*'.  (and  therefore  your  imaginarye  diajhle  no- 
**  thing  worthe)  than  we  are  authorifcd  by 
"  the  otdinarie  ufe^  and  cujiomy  and  proprietie, , 
*'.  and  idiemef  and,  as  it  were,  myejlte  of  our 
**  JPeechi  which  I  account  the  only  infallible 
"  and  ibvereign  rule  of  all  rules  :  and  there- 
"  fore,  having  refpeftthereuntc^  and  reputing 
"  it  petty  treafon  to  revolt  therefrom:  tfere 
"  hardly  cyther  in  the  profodie,  or  in  the  or- 
•*  tbo^rapby  either,  allow  them  two  fillablcs 
•*  infteadeof  one,  but  would  as  well  in  writ- 
"  ing,  as  in  fpeaking,  have  them  ufed  as 
",  monofyllables,  thus :  beavrt,  Jeavn^  aUavn  ; 
**  as  Maijier  Afcham  in  his  Hoxopbilus  doth 

to  lb.  p.  54. 
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" jnuy  commonly  written  Trm"  —  Thus 
much  for  the  final  decifion  of  Spenfer.  againft 
the  public  accufer.  As  I  am  now,  probably, ' 
to  take  my  leave  of  his  Hbree  Proper  Letters,  I 
will  adopt  what  Pope  applies  to  Boileau,  oa 
the  fame  occafion  j 

.  «  And,  Spehfer  ftiU,  in  right  of  Horace,  firays  {t)!'  ' 
In  our  poet's  genuine  conipofitions,  iays- 
Mr.  Malone,  we  never  find  any  fuch  bobling 
mtre  (a) .  You  may  find  a  thoufand  fiich 
baling  metres t  if  you  will  ftrctch  out  the  verfe 
by  a  diajiolic  hyphen.  Let  us  take  an  exam-' 
pte  fi-om  Shakfpeare's  fonnets  : 

"  O  bow  I  fidiit,  when  I  of  you  do  writej 

*<  Knowing  a  better  fpir-it  dodi  ufe  your  name." 

Zpirky  fays  Mr.  Malone,  in  bis  note,  is  here, 
as  in  many  other  places,  ufed  as  a  ntonofylla- 
bhi^).  In  the  fame  manner^  I  fay,  that 
heaveme  in  the  fidl  ftanza  of  Shakfpeare's 
verfes  to  Anna  Hatherrewaye  ought  to  be 
read  as  a  mmqfyllable,  if  ordinarie  ufe  be  the 
Sovereign  rule  i  ;ind  if  Shakfpeare  himfelf  hath 

(f  ]  Spenfer  quotes  Horace's  An  Pottica,  in  p.  44. 

(«)  Inquiry.  164. 

(v)  Sup.  vcA.  i.  p.  645.— Sir  John  Divia,  in  his  N^t 
f^um,  1599,  p.  6-i2>22,  hath  very  often  ^f'nV  [^ritc]  a> 
aaonoTyUahle:  So  has  ]ufubtilu»  moK^yMiUt /uit^ 
See  before,  page  46. 

O  2  u&d 
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vied  kgav*rt;.mfa^U»Ucaifyt  a  thoufand  times; 
then  muft  the  critkifm  of  the  public  accofcr 
be,  ■ 

■<        "At  ftfie,  by  htaven^  as  htaven  itfrlf  is  true. 

But,  with.  Shalcfpeare's  epiftles,  in  profe, 
and  rhyme,  ,1  have  now  done.  I  will  here 
fubmit  to  the  eqiuty  of  this  court  this  jipohgy 
for  the  ie/itverjj  in  refpoft  to  both.  On  this 
occaiionr  it  will  eaiily  be  recoUefted,  that  tbe 
general  argument  concluded  moft  favourably 
for  the  believers,  "  if  there  be  truth  ia^&t." 
On  the  other  hand,  the  public  accufer  under- 
took, by  particulax  inveftigations,  to  overthrow 
the  flrong  pre^imption,  arifing  ffom  general 
reafoningfl.  The  poet,  who  early  wrote  **  A 
*<'  Lover's  Complaint  j"  who  wbb  in  habits  of 
inditing  verfes  of  Fenus  and  (w)  ^dmsi  is 
confidered,  bythe  public  accufer,  as  a  vety  un- 
likely pcrfcm  to  writt  love-epiftles  to  tbe 
Wnr^kkjhire  lafs,  whom  he  loved.  I  have 
examined,,  and  I  traft,  confuted  his  objedions. 
Keverthetefs,  ieeing  the  lettery  and  'oerfts  cS 
Shakfpearc,  in  JuJpkiQus  company^  I  will  ac- 
knowledge, on  behalf  of  the  believers,  that 
in  future, 

>  Via  ipiift  ihiTc  our  fight  fiftiiB  lover's  Tood." 

{w)  See  Malone's  Sup*,  vd.  I  p.  403—739' 

S  V.  SHAKJaPBABB'l 
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§  V.  -^ 

SHACSFEAKE**  PROFESSION  or  FAITH. 

Of  this  monument  of  Shakfpeare's  piety, 
the  public  accufer  profefles  to  **  have  very 
*•  little  to  {a)  fayi"  judging,  wifely,  as  he  is  in 
the  habit  of  retraiSion,  that  tibe  leaji  /aid  is 
foonefi  mended.  Yet,  he  urges,  though  with 
kfs  force,  the  fame  objeSiions,  which  he  had 
made  to  former  documents:  "  The  ortho- 
**  graphy  j  the  language  and  phrafeology  j 
•*  the  diflimilitude  of  the  band-ivriting  •" 
which,  having  been  already  confidered,  and 
confuted,  need  not  be  confidered  again,  at  more 
length,  nor  confuted,  under  this  head  of  the 
inquiry,  by  new  fails. 

But,  the  public  accufer  recur?,  neverthelefs, 
to  his  old  logic,  fuppofing  what  he  ought  to 
prove,  and  arguing  againft  experience,  thojugh 
fuch  logic-be  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  rea- 
foning,  which  have  been  laid  down,  by  evely 
logician,  from  Wilfon  to  Watts.  In  the  fame 
ilrain*  he  i,h)  objei^s,  that  though  John  Shak- 
ff>earc  made  a  confeflion  of  faith,  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  it  is  improbable,  WilHam  Shak- 
Ipeare  Ihould  make  a  profeflion  of  his  faith, 

{a)  Inquiry,  196.  (i)  inquiry)  197-8. 
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in  the  reign  of  King  James.  He  had  himfelf 
prodnced  to  the  public,  in  1790,  the  confef- 
iion  of  John  Shakfpeare,  which  was  found  in 
the  hiding-bole  of  the  houfe  of  Shakfpeare. 
From  the  fentiment,  and  the  language*  this 
confeClion  appears  to  be  the  eifuiion  of  a 
Roman  Catholic  mind,  and  was  probably 
drawn  up  by  fomc  Roman  Catholic  prieft  {c). 
If  thefc  premifes  be  granted,  it  will  follow, 
as  a  fair  deduction,  that  the  family  of  Shak- 
fpeare were  Roman  Catholics ;  a  clrcum- 
Aance  this,  which  is  wholly  coniiftent  with  what 
Mr.  Malonc  is  now  ftudious  to  (</)  inculcate, 
viz.  "  that  this  confeffion  could  not  have 
"  been  the  compofition  of  any  of  our  poet's 
**  femily."  The  thoughts,  the  language,  the 
orthography,  all  demonftrate  the  truth  of  my 
conjecture,  though  Mr.  Malone  did  not  per- 

(r)  As  i.  fpecimen,  let  us  take  the  begiruiiog  of  this  De- 
claration of  &ith,  from  Ma1.  Shak.  vol.i.  pt.  z.  p.  330: — 
'  "  In  the  name  of  God,  the  father,  ftrnDc,  and  holy  ghoft,  the 
"  moft  holy  and  blefled  Virgin  Mary,  mother  of  God,  the 
"  holy  hoft  of  zngelr,  patriardis,  prophets,  EvangeliAs, 
"  Apoftles,  Saints,  Martyrs,  and  all  the  Celeftial  Court  and 
"  Company  of  heaven,  I,  y»bn  Shaifpeare,  an  nnttmtby 
<*  member  of  the  Ijafy  Catheiiti  Religion^  being,"  &c.  and 
Ice  flill  Itronger  terms  in  the  conclufion  of  this  prote&u 
tioH)  amfiffien^  and  charter,  in  p.  162-6, 

{d}  Inquiiy)  198, 
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cave  this  truth,  when  he  firil  puhliflied  this 
.pper*  in  1790.  But,  it  was  the  performance 
ti  2  Cierkct  the  undoubted  work  of  the  family 
prieft.  'The  conjetf^ure,  that  Shakfpeare's 
£unily  were  Rotnan  Catholics,  is  Arengthened 
by  Uie  h&t  that  his  father  declined  to  attend 
die  corporation  meetings^  and  was,  at  laft>  re- 
moved, from  the  corporate  body  {e).  Yet, 
tbe  public  accufer  {/)  infers,  "that  it  is  ex- 
"  tretnely  improbable  that  all  the  Sbatfpeare 
"  family 'Should  be  cmftffars  of  their  ftith." 
Every  other  logician  would  in&r,  that  if  it 
bad  been  the  cuftom  (^the  &mily,  which  was 
followed  by  the  &ther,  it  is  extremely  proba- 
ble, the  fame  cuftom  would  be  alfb  fcdlowed 
by  the  fon,  who,  at  times,  cannot  conceal  Im 
faitb,  even  in  his  dramas  (^). 

This 

(f}  Thepbee  too,  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  where  this  con- 
feffion  was  found,  proves,  that  ic  had  been  therein  concealed, 
during  times  t£  pcrfccutioo,  lor  the  **  hdy  Catholicic 
"  religion." 

(/)  Inquiry,  199. 

[gl  In  the  fiunous  (bene  between  the  Gbofl,  and  Hamlet, 
there  are  manj  flrokes  of  a  Roman  Catholic  pen.  Shak- 
fpeare,  apparently,  through  igaaranttt  lays  Warbi'RTOIT, 
makes  Rtman  Catbtliei  of  thefc  Pagan  Danes :  [Steeven^s 
Shak.  1793.  vol.  XV.  p.  71-5.]  But,  this  is  not  fo  mucji  an 
Vramplc  of  igntrenctj  as  of  inetuUdgr^  though  perhaps  not  of 
O4  ■'■  his 
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This  reading  is  ooofirnipd,  by  the  coi^li^r 
ration,  that  the  rejga  of  EJizabcth  was  a  pe- 
riod ofappacent  (^)  piety,  and  the  reigo  of 
Jamas  ift,  an  9ge  of  religious  ipecuUtion. 
To  avow  particular  modes  of  ftith  became 
extremely  faduonable,  during  both  thofe  pc- 
Jliiods,  It  was,  probably,  by  this  faibion,  that 
Lord  Bacon,  the  prince  of  philofophers,  was 
ipdiiced  to  draw  up  his  cpnfejion  of  {t)  faith  -, 

his  prudence,  when  the  p9et  avows,  covertly,  iiidecd,his own 
opinions.  In  Othello,  Sbakfpeare  makes  Emilia  lay :  *'  I 
«  Ihould  venture  purgaUrj  foi't."  The  readers  of  Skak-  ■ 
fycMit  wUI  eafily  remember  ot^e^  expr^ont  of  a  AnuUr 
kind,  whidi  plainly  proceeded  from  the  overflow  of  Rocnvi 
Catholic  zeaL  He  is  continually  fending  his  charjders  to 
/br/^,|orconfeffion:  "Riddling  fon/t^dn  Hnds  but  riddling 
**  Jhrifi''  V  Bid  her  dsvilc  Ibmc  means  to  come  tojhrtft 
*'  this  afternoon."  pn  the  c^fj  bapd,  fie  is  ftudious  to 
fliow  his  contempt  for  the  Puritans.  In  Twelfth  Night'i 
"  Marry,  Sir,  he  feems  fometimes  a  kindofPuritan:"  In 
JVifiter' s  falfi  "But, one  Puritan  among . theijt,  and  he 
«  fmgs  Pfalms  to  hornpipes."  The  religion  of  our  great 
dramatift,  will,  no  doubt,  till  a  whole  chapter  of  the  folio  life 
of  Shakrpeaie,  which  will  be,  certainly,  written,  without 
fctffs  at  the  opinions  of  other  biographers. 

(A)  See  Lord  Burghley's  Frofeffun  o{  Faith,  in  Stiype's 
Annals,  vol.  u.  p.  334;  And,  ArchbiQiop  Parker's  Profcf- 
fion  of  Faith,  may  be  fcen  in  Strype's  Lift  of  that  Prelaw^ 
p.500. 

(1)  Bacon's  Retnaiiis,  Ed.  1649,  p-'94t 
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in  order  to  plwfe  a  monarcl),  who  intcreftcd 
himfelf  in  religious  theories.  Bacon's  «n- 
Ji0OT:,  I  prefume,  the  public  accufer  will  de- 
flproinatc  a  *' luyftical  rhapfody;"  without 
much  confideration  perhaps  of  the  re4l  mean- 
ing of  the  term,  mx/iical,  or  much  inquiry  infp 
the  proper  fignification  of  the  word  rhap- 
fody (i). 

But,  he  has  yet  a  ftronger  ohjei^ion  to 
Shakfpeare's  fhaplbdy,  whether  it  be  inyilical, 
or  Uteral.  In  order  to  convuft  it  of  fij^ion*  the 
putitic  accuier  i«  iludtous  to  proys*  **  that  it 
**  has  been  evidently- formed  pn  holjr  writ(/}t" 
Whdher  he  learned  this  nvxle  (^  regfoning 
irom  Crakanthorp,  Wallu,  or  Aldrtcb,  n}ay 
require  jfome  explanation  («),  ^yeiy  Cbfif- 
tiao  dietoncian  would  reafonably  infer,  th»t  a 
con&fliDn  of  ^th,  which  has  been  foripod  oa 
holy  writ,  is  probably  genuine  m  itr  decfeira- 
tion>  and  true  in  its  dodrine. 

The  puMic  accu&r  is,  neVerthelefs,  d<ter- 
mined  to  overthrow  general  reaipning,  by  fpl- 

Ik)  Queen  Elixabfith's  Pr^ery  for  t^w  fuccd^  of  Ac  gc- 
pedttic»i  ag^nft  Ca4iz,  in  1596,  which  ww  lent  by  Mr. 
fiecrctaiy  Cecil  to  £&x,  may  be  feoi  in  Birch's  Mem. 
ToL  ii.  p.  iB.     This,  I  prdgm^  wil)  ilTo  tv  c^lfd-  a 

U)  Inquiry,  %oo.  (m)  See  tbe  Inquiry,  196. 

cial 
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cial  invcftigation.  He  repeats  an  obje&km, 
which  had  been  already  made  by  others,  to 
the  epithet  kffte^  as  applied  to  a  tree,  when 
trees  are  denuded  of  their  foliage  :  But,  there 
are,  in  Shakfpeare,  as  great  wonders  as  **  this 
"  unfortunate  epithet."  The  Queen  ex- 
claims, in  Richard  3d  : — 

«*  Why  grow  the  branches,  when  the  root  is  gone  ? 
"  Whywitheruot  the  leaves,  diat  want  tbeirG^?" 
In  this  ftrain  of  minute  criticifiti,  he  (n) 
inquires,  "  whence   the  abfurd   introduction 
"  of  a  chicken  for  the  mother-bird."    Whence, 
'  but  from  the  creative  faculties  of  the  poet's 
mind  ?    What  is  a  poet,  if  you  deprive  him 
of  his  fi^isns,  and  his  fancies  ?    Why  docs 
Shakfpeare,  in  I'imon  of  Athens.,  make  the  "Beol 
'  anfwer  the  friends  of  Timoa,    though  they 
-  were,  probably,  parental  birds :  "  She's  e'en 
**  fetting  on  water  to  fcald  fuch  chickens  as 
."  you  are." 

But,  the  public  accufcr  conceives  it  a  wafte 
of  time  to  detain  his  noble  correfpondent  any 
longer,  when  he  has  (0)  added,  •'  that  the 
"  word  iym/elfe  is  exhibited  as  one  vsordy  and 
"  the  word  acceded  is  found  in  it."  Had  he 
■  tsken  the  trouble  to  look  into  Cooper's  The- 
faurust  1573*  he  would  have  feen  the  wond 

(ff)   Inquiry}  20i.  (»)  Inquiry,  20]. 

bymfelfc 
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bymjelfe  printed,  as  one  word,  a  thousand 
times  ;  as  I  have  already  ihown  the  word 
tbeymfelfe  was  written,  before  Shakfpeare  was 
born  {p).  Thus,  "  he  draweth  out  the  thread 
"  of  his  verbofity  finer  than  the  ftaple  of  his 
"  argument," 

Yet,  in  this  fpirit  of  minuteneis,  the  public 
accufcr  perfevcres,  in  ipinning  many  a  thread 
of  fimilar  finenefs.  And,  he  infifts,  that  the 
nmexifience  of  the  Word  accede  in  the  Englifli 
language,  for  a  century  after  the  death  of 
Shakfpeare,  in  1616,  is  decj^vet  in  proving 
the  fpurioufiiefs  of  Shakfpeare' s  Confeffion  (y). 
Happy !  had  his  proof  been  equal  to  his  pofi- 
tivenefs.  The  diplomatic  word  accede  is  ib 
recent,  he  fays,  that  Johnfon  gives  no  ex-  ^ 
ample  of  its  ufe.    As  lexicographers  fome- 

(^)    In  Sir  John  Davis's  Nop:*  Teipfum,  I599i  P*  27, 
may  be  often  feen  him/ilfe^  printed,  suid  written,  asoneword: 
^  Wbidi  bimfelfc  malcea,  in  bodies  formed  new. 
"  Which  bim/clft  make*  of  no  material  thing." 
Here,  the  riiythm  forbids  the  digjun^ion  of  fiim-lelfe,  suid 
requires  the  accent  on  the  firll  fyllablc ;  lb  as  to  give  a  bre- 
vity ofpronunciationtothewori/.  Hjm[ilftma.^\>z  feen  often 
printed  by  Wynlccn  dc  Worde,  as  one  word,  in  the  FrvftfuU 
Saymgti  of  Dauyd^  1 529 :  So  is  thtmfilft  printed  in  it^  as  one 
word,  for  thetnfehis : — "  Suche  as  gyve  thtniftlft  to  wordly 
*  Tcjup^ei  may  well  faye,"  And  fee  Mn^t^t  printed,  as  one 
word,  ia  Lyly's  Euphues.,  J581,  p.ao''.  and  53''.  &c. 
(f )  Inquiry,  202-- 4. 

times 
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times  quote  oae  another,  he  might  have  cited 
De  Foe's  DifSionary,  1735.  Kcrfcy  his  not 
th^s  uocDfQnjoD  word,  it  feems,  in  his  Die- 
tiwitfy*  17^3,  after  all  the  Tpeaklng,  and 
writing,  about  treaties,  in  preceding  times. 
Kor»  is  it  in  Coles,  nor  Phillips ;  in  Bullokar, 
pxx  Barret ;  m  Blount,  nor  Miniheu.  He 
caoopt  aicf rtaia  the  epod)  of  it$  introdu£Uoa ; 
yt^  is  he  (r)  pofitive,  th^t  the  word  was  «n- 
Scnown  to  ovr  boguagc  for  near  a  century. 
after  the  ufe  of  it  in  Shpkfpeare's  Co^ejjim, 
On  the  p^her  hand,  it  muft  ^  admitted,  thdt 
the  word  (u:<;e4e  has  been  long  in  our  l^n- 
gQfige :  and,  the  only  qu^iliion  is,  when  did 
it  come  into  uic  ?  He  fuppofes,  indeed,  what  * 
Cfinnpt  be  allowed,  becaufe  it  is  inconfiHent 
widi  truth,  that  our  djdionaries  contain  every 
word,  in  the  vaft  volume  of  our  learning, 
whether  white'ktter,'  or  black-tetter.  John- 
fon's  Diftionary  is,  like  every  other  di<9;ionary, 
a  mere  fele£tbn  ;  nor  does  any  preceding 
word-book  contain  a  more  copious  colledion 
than  his  :  Yet,  the  public  accufer  infifts 
-  tb9.t,  becaujfe  he  cannot  find  a  word,  on  the 
•*  bUfted  heath  "  of  our  lexicography  j  it, 
therefore,  docs  not  exift  in  our  libraries,  either 
in  print,  or  in  manu&ript.     But,  in  the  vo- 

cabulaiy 
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cabuhry  <^  Mr.  Malooe  a  ftkBkn  means  a 
celleSm  :  And,  in  bis  logical  dii^ionary,  fai- 
lure of  proof  {lands  for  fulncis  of  probation  ; 
whence;  ^0if/^^>  contrary  to  the  fyftem  of 
nature,  may  be  deduced  from  nothing.  Very 
Cerent,  indeed,  is  tlie  poetical  reafoning  of 
Darts  : — 

"  Of  naughty  no  creature  ever  formed  aught  : 

"  For,  th^t  is  proper  to  the  Abnig'htit'%  fiand  {*)." 

The  almighie  prjtic's  inanity-  of  realbnin^ 
i  will  oppofe  'with  Ja^s.  It  is  remarkable, 
feys  he,  ■"  that  Edward  Philips,  [  Phillips] 
"  Milton's  nejJiew,  who  was  a  good  fcbolar, 
*^  has  not  the  word  [accede]  in  his  dictionary, 
"  though  he  has  the  kindred  word  concede  j 
"  and,  what  &ews  decifively,"  he  adds,  '•  that 
"  the  word  [accede]  did  riot  exift,  when  he 
"  publi^^  hi;  book,  (1659)  k,  he  explains, 
"  the  trif/o  law  writs  Accedas  ad  curiam,  and 
"  Accedas  ad  vice-comitam  (^)."  Let  as  it--- 
luftfatc 

(i)  Inquiry,  203-3.  For  tn  acootmt  of  Edwdrd  PiU* 
tifsy  as  he  fpclt  hit  cnrn  n^e,  fee  Wood's  Ath.  v^.  ii.. 
c.  1 1 16.  Blount,  the  author  of  the  Law  Dii^onary,  1670, 
cocoplains  of  the  plagiarifk  of  PbiOips ;  and  Siunner,  who 
Wtoile  ific  Miymolagicm,  accuTes  him  of  tgnerence.  Now, 
the  &d  is,  that  thde  two  hnu-iurits  were  not  in  Phiflips'sL 
/i^cditipo,  1658:  9u^  t^  wen  ia£ett«A  in  hit  /utnd 
edition, 
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luftrate  this  reafoning,  by  the  example  of  the 
two  kindred  words  ;  accefs,  and  acceffihle  .* 
Naunton,  in  writing  to  Eflex,  from  Paris,  in 
1597,  teHs  ■  him  '*  that  no  man  iffaall  have 
^.tucefstQ  the  King/'  [Henry  4th]  :  But, 
writing  foon  after,  Naunton  informs-  Eflcx, 
•*  that  the  King  is  grown  more  acceffible  (»)," 
Barret  has,  in  his  ^/vearie,  1580,  the  word 
acce^  i  but  not  acceffibU  j  Minfbeu  has  the 
Tfrord  acceffcf  in  his  Guide  into  the  tongues, 
1617 ;  but  nox.  acceffible  (t;).  ,  Now,  were  the 
inquiry,  whether  the  word  ofcejtble  exiflxd 
at  that  period,  in  the  EngUfh  language, 
the  anfwcr  muft  be,  according  to  Mr-  Ma- 
lone's  logic,  that  acceffible  did  not  cxift,  in 
the  age  of  Shakipeare  :    But,  the  faSf,  thus 

edition,  which  gave  rife  probably  to  Blount's  owiiJaint. 
The  f;6W  edition  was  publiflied,  in  1671.  Had  diere  been 
a  queftion,  in  1658,  whether  thofe  two  law  writs  exifted 
then,  in  the  language  of  our  law,  it  would  have  been  3.  d:- 
cifive  argument,  according  to  Mr,  Malone's  reafiHiing,  to 
iniift,  that  diey  had  no  exiftence,  in  our  law  ^  becaule  they 
were  not  to  be  found  in  Phillips's  W^Wo/^(ir<fr,  101658. 
This  thlt  was  plainly  taken  ftom  Florio :  What  Phillips 
Hole  from  Blount,  I  pretend  not  to  Icnow. 

(«)  See  Birch's  Mem.  vol.  li.  p.  7 1—83,  for  the  curious 
letters  from  Sir  Robert  Naunton  to  the  Earl  of  Eflex,  of  . 
which  Queen  Elizabeth  thought  highly. 

(v)  Minfheuinfertcdacrr^jrinhisy^fW edition,  1627. 

ftrongly 
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flnmgly  oppo&d,  from  t&e  ufe  of  the  word  - 
by  Naunton,  in  i  ^<ij^  owrpowcrs  the  argu- 
ment of  the.puWiQ-aecufer. 

In  this  correfpopdence>  between  Naunton, 
aod  Eflex,  may  be  feen  a  variety  of  phrafes, 
which,  as  they  are  not  to  be  found  in  word- 
bookst  cAabUQi  the  poiition,  that  words  may  ■ 
exift  in  our  language,  although  they  do  not 
appear  in  our  diftionarics.  As  the  fubjedt  is 
curious  for  its  information,  and  the  deduc^oa 
ftwn  it  bears  upon  the  Inquiry;  I  will 
iUuftrate  the  argument,  by  giving  a  few,  cx- 
apaples  from  the  erudite  Letters  of  Naunton : 
logeminated ;  /nri/^-ftate  of  things  i  tickle- 
piece  of  fcrvice  j  ofientative  humour  j  weary - 
Jhmeiy  longed  for;  jejune  conje^uraisi  clear-*. 
Ser  Ccci  refavourizingi  dtfcmceity  palimdizing 
in  his  refolutions  ;  new  ambience ;  interme- 
diation ;  difdetmed  out  of  (w)  Ronen ;  uncir-  - 
cumfpe^on  j  detreftcd  j  difcorrefpondence  : 
Such,  among  others,  were  the  words,  which 
were  ufed  by  Naunton,  when  writing  to 
EHex,  for  the  fight  of  Elizabeth ;  and  which ; 
have  not  been  adopted  by  our  lexicographers. 
Lord  Burghley  has  the  fine  word  expugnaUe ; 
which  is  not  adopted  by  Johnfon,  thpugh  he 

(to)  Birch's  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.68— 71— 73— 94— 83— ?9 
—90— 93— 95— 97— »66— 303— 449. 

has 
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has  ixpugn.  Old  Lady  BaaJn,  the  learried 
widow  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  writing  an  ex- 
poftulatoiy  epiftle  to  Lord  Bfle^r,  on  account 
of  his  gallantries  with  a  iharried-  1ady,_  in 
Eliaabeth's  c6urt,  complains  of  the  frail  fair 
one's  "  uitpamefdcednefs,"  of  her, "  uHwifeiike, 
"  and  unfharflcfaced  den^snor  (*)."  Ijadjr 
Bacon  is  a  great  authorfty ;  for  fhe  wds  one 
of  the  teamed  diughters  of  Anthony  Coke  i 
and  her  epirtle  exhibits  fcriptirral  refcrenctf, ' 
and  both  cfaifical  quotation,  and  allufroyi. 
If  would  be  a  Wearifome  tafk,  indeed,"  to 
compare  the  va'ft  voTame  of  Raleigb,  dnd  the 
ifirtnmerabfe  writings  of  Bacon,  vfith  our  dic- 
tionaries  i  ii^  cwder  to  eftablifli  more  ffrongly 
the  pofititon,  (hat"  ten  thoufand  worSs  exift  in 
oar  knguags,  which  have  not  been  coUeAed 
irtto  otif  vocabularies.  A  few  words  fhill, 
however^  be  given  from  Petty's  "  Advice  to 
•'■"  HanHb  for  the  Athancement  QlS{f)Leamingi' 

'  (x)  This  fliriaU*  Icrtcr,  ■wfiitfli  is  in  Birth's  Metft  vol.  n. 
ft  aiS,  Ital  tnittert'fridi  foihfotct  ctf at^ument,  oid  etiergjr 
of  «i[rfcffioa>  as  to 'leave  Effex  no  other  anTwer,  tfaan  to 
itnjtht  fa£f\  though  the  whole  court  had  been  witncfics, 
of  the  unjhattufiictdnefi  of  thp  Eacl,  and  the  ummfiUke  de- 
meanor d  the  Lady. 

Cy).  It  was  puUilhed  la  i6i^  i  andfee  tbe  mud*  footed, 
^lap.4— 6— 10. 
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as  the  convidion  of  examples  will  then  be 
added  to  the  rcafonablenela  of  my  pofition  s 
Xlnpreoccupied  in  children  j  educanis  to  be 
taught  by  the  educators ;  Macenatei  and  pa- 
trons i  navarchy  and  making  (hips  j  lucrife-t 
r<mii  luctferous  (z) :  If,  then,  the  qucftion 
were,  whether  thofe  fignificant  words  exiftcd, 
when  that  original  genius.  Petty,  made  ufe  of 
tfaeni>  the  anfwer  of  our  critical  thtorift  muft 
be,  that  they  did  not  cxill,  in  our  language ; 
becauft  he  cannot  find  them,  in  our  dic- 
tionaries, 

johnfon  was  probably  the  firft  of  our 
lexicographers,  who  relifhed  the  beauties  of 
ShakfpearB's  phrafeology,  and  enriched  his 
didlionary,  by  adopting  its  bullion  :  Yet,  how 
cnuch  fo  ever  he  borrowed  j  it  is  aftonilhing 
how  much  he  left  behind  j  either  unclaimed 
by  choice,  or  unadopted  by  accident.  If  a 
vocABOtARY  of  thc  words,  which  fparklc 
in  Shakfpeare's  dramas,  and  yet  are  not  found 
to  dignify  Johnfon's  didtionary,  were  fub- 
"jinitted  to  the  reader's  eye,  it  would  furprifc 
thofe,  who  have  indulged  thcmfelves  in  fup- 
pofing,  that  our  whole  language  may  be  feen 
IB  our  word-books }  and  would  perhaps  fumifh 

(x)  Keriey  hat,  indeed,  Lucriferout,  in  hit  word-boolc ; 
^c^  Johnilbn  Hi  not  diink  fit  to  infert  it  in  his  diaionai^. 
P  cauie 
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caufe  of  circumfpe^ion  to  confidence*  if  it  did 
not  teach  a  lefibn  o£  humility  to  arrogance. 
Such  a  vocAAULAKY  I  have  a^ualty  made  j 

confifting  of  more  than  a  thoufand  words :  It 
might  have  been  enlarged,  if  it  had  been  con- 
fiftcnt  withmy  prefent  purpofe  ;  but  this  vo- 
cabulary is  fufficiently  copious,  to  (bamc 
fophiftry  into  filence  (a). 

I  was 

(tf)  I  will  here  fubjcnn  si  flioit  TpeciiHeaof  my  rocABU-* 
LARY  of  vrards,  which  arc  in  Shakrpcare's  dramas,  but  not 
inj<^nlbii's  didionaryt  as  it  is  curious  from  its  novdty; 
and  is  a  llrticing  example  of  the  extreme  ^libility  of  aega* 
tlve  proofs,  wbicb  abound  fo  nutch  in  Mr.  MaJone's  Inquiry : 
jf-helti:  «  Lay  her  ahcJd,  ahoJd."  [The  Tappeft.]   To 
lay  the  ihip  aboid  is  to  bring  her  to  the  wind< 
This  word  is  not  in  JohnTon.  [I  condantly  quotey ' 
or  allude  to,  Ac  6th  edition  of  the  tti^onaryy 
in  1785,410.] 
Airbravtng :    "  Who  in  a  moment,  even  with  tbfc  eardt 
•♦  Shall  lay  your  ftately  and  airhraving  towers." 
[Henry  IV.] 
jfpebearer:  ■*  He  hatfi  been flnce  a*  f^iMrn*."    [Win- 
ter's Tale.] 
Arabiea:  "  O!  thou  ^r^^ijn  bird."   [ AadKwy  and Cle-' 

opatra.] 
Archmack:  «Ohl  'tis  the  fpight  of  bell,  4e  fiend's  ^f*- 

"  meek."  [Othella] 
Amman :  "  ArUman^  przambula  \  we  will  be  fingW  IhHP 
"  the  barbarous,"  [Love'sLabour  I/oft.}  Jolmfon 
has  anijan^  and  ariifi. 
^takiMiKti  "  Care  Xf(H:  die  bulk  and  \igtffnManet^ 
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I  Was  led  into  this  wide  iiirvey  of  Jciiahn's 

adoptions  from  Shakijieaj-e,  which  might  haye 

been 

**  I  man;"  [Hairy  IV.]  jdhntoa  has  ajimbifgef 
from  Loclcc;  aiid  fromThanifoii:  "  In  Ibfta^fli- 
."  ^£r/tf  lifien  to  my  fongi" 

il^Ktgt:  **  An  jlffuugt  may  tutor  thee."  [Tralus  and 
Creffida.] 

Baahut:  "Love's  power  proves  dainty  B^ccbiu  %tc&  in 
«  ttfte."  [Love's  L^ur  Iioft.}  "  Plumpy  Am- 
"  chat  with  piok  eyne."  [Anthony  and  Clcopa- 
tnb]  Jobnlbn  has  bacchanalian  and  bacchanals : 
He  (rften  quotes  from  Milton,  and  Pope,  and 
even  irom  the  minor  poets,  what  he  might  have 
Teen  in  Shakfp^arc ;  and  thereby  has  done  a  flight 
Wrong  to  our  drwiatift,  to  v4ioni  all  fubfequent 
p6ets  hare  been  much  indebted.  ' 

hmaifd:  "  How  flie  W«  btmaird."  [Tamii^  <rf  the 
Shrew.] 

BmtH :  **  Or  I  Ihall  fo  hmett  thee  with  diy  yard."  [U.] 

Btfeek.:  **I  htfuk  you  now(  aggravate  your  choler." 
[Henry  IV.]  Johnfon  has  bifieih. 

Btvbur'di  **  My  \orA  hath  Jo  bewhor'dher."  [Othello.] 

Bmache:  *<  Incurable  ^fncuf^f."  [Troilus  and  Cref- 
fida.] 

Bitttfiafi:  "  CufHd's  hutlfiiafi  is  too  hard  for  Hercolcs's 
**  club."  [Love's  Labonr  Loft.j 

Csutdtmrn  .•  M  Hie  thee  to  hcii,  for  fhame  \  and  leave  this 
**  worI(t>  thou  C»WrM0n,"  [Richard  lU.] 

CaiAtrhUJfam  ;  «  Oh  me  !  you  juggler  i  oh,  you  canhr- 
«  blaj^m;  you  diief  of  love."  [Midfummer 
Night's  Dreaoi.  j 

CaitHaiin :  "  And,  let  me  hafre  .a  cannakin  clink." 
[Othello.] 

P  2  ty^ad.- 
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been  more  numerous,  without  any  impeach- 
ment of  the  lexicographer's  judgment;  in  or- 
der 

.    Cadflitad :  **  To  change  the  cadjhtai  for  die  ^loionV 

«  tail."  [Othello.]     ' 
Cifttrmengtr:   ^  Virtue  is  fo  litde  r^arded  in  thefe  ^- 

"  ttrmonger  times,  that  true  valour  is  tum'd  bear- 

«  heard."  [Henry  IV.] 
Ct^ardaffin :  '•  Why  j  fhou  feyft  true :  It  is  a  pault7 

*'  cap,   a  cujlardceffittj  a  bauhlt,  a  fllken  pye." 

[Taming  of  the  Shrew.] 
Dtedachicving :     **  By    dttdachleving    honour    nenrij 

"  nam'd."   [Corit^anus.] 
Venottnuttt :   "  Given  up  himfelf  to  ^k  denstement  oi^tt 

«  parts  and  graces."  [Othella] 
fiiriilitude:  *' Durft  not  fliew  themfelves  his  friends, 

"  whilft  he's  in  dirt£litiidt."  [CtM'ioUnus.] 
DIjjiknge:  "  The  poifonous  damp  of  night  difpungt  upon 

*»  me."  [Anthony  and  Cleopatra.] 
•'  Dizzj-ey'd  fury."  [Henry  VL] 
Dato/tt :  "  Or  wldi  die  palfy'd  intcrceffion  of  fuch  a  de* 

"  cay'd  datatit  as  you  fecm  to  be."  [Coriolanus.] 
Davf drawn  .■  «  I  met  her  deity,  cutting  the  clouds  to- 

M  wards  Paphos,  and  her  fon  dovtdrttuin  nicb 

*•  her."  [Tctnpeft.] 
Eamnglimt:   "  The  ewes  did,  in  eaningtinu,  faSl  paOy- 

"  coloured  lambs."  [Merchant  of  Veiuce.] 
EanVtngs:  [Id-l 
Earii£ing:  «  They  are  yet,  but  tarii^Hg  argunKnts."' 

fLcr.] 
•*  Earplirciiig  fife."     [Othello.] 
Earviax:  "  But,  he  hath  not  fb  much  brain,  as  fimtwr." 

[Troilus  and  Creflida.] 
**  En/rttdtmng  thy  perfon."  [Lore's  I/abour  Loft.]  , 
'  Engildi: 
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der  to  enable  every  mind  to  judge  of  the  iDeffi- 

(Mcjr  of  negative  proofs,  for  the  eftablUhing  of 

negative 

$ngiUs  :  "  Who,  more  engiids  the  night,  than  all  yoa  fiery 

1*  o's  and  eyes  of  light."   [Midfummer  .Night's 

Dream.] 
EitgoaPd:  «  Wilhin.  my  mouth,  you  have  tngaaPd  my 

"  tongue."  fTroilus  and  CrefTida.] 
£iUard:  ■*  That  were  .Co  f^lard  his  tat-aJready  pri4e." 

[Troilusand  CrelBda.] 
Sxfiy'd:  "I  hold  you  as  a  Aing  enjkj'd  and  fiinHd." 

[MeaTure  for  MeaTure.] 
B^  (Ejfil):   "Woo't  drink  up 5AL"  [Hamlet.]  Ejfel^ 

&ys  Mr,  Steevent,  is  vinegar,  which  is  a  good  pre. 

ventive    againft    infeAious  difbrders,   (ays  Mr. 

Malone. 
/'nir^t''' league.  [King  John.] 
Fiirplaj :    "  According  to  the  fairplaj  of  the  world." 

[It] 

Fantaflicots:  "  The  pox  on  fuch  antick,  lilping,  aflfefl- 

"  ing  fantafticoes."   [Romeo  and  Juliet.] 
t* /j^^i*  drunkard."  [Merry  Wives  of  Windlbr.]   The 
following  paflage  from  '*  The  Libell  of  Engiilh 
**  Policie  of  keeping  the  fca,"  which, was  written, 
.    . .  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  was  Erlt  printed  in 
Hakluyt's  Voyages,   159^  vtrf.  li.  "p.  192,  is  at 
once  a  defence*  and  an  illuftnition  of  Shakfpeare, 
by  ihowing  the  grolsnefe  of  the  Flemings,  in  pre- 
ceding times: 
*  Ye  have  heard  t^at  mo  Flemings  t'^gider. 
"  Will  undertake,  or  they  go  aay.wbitber, 
f  Or  they  rise  onee  to  drinlE  a  firkin  full 
«  Qf  gwd  hirfkim  fo  fore  they  hall  and  pull; 

P  3  «  Under 
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negative  in^ences;  to  decide,  whetbcr  ftnie- 
tHing  can  be  deduced  from  nothing;  ipd  to 

**  Under  the  board,  tbef  piffen,  as  tbey  fiti 
"  This  Cometh  convenient  of  a  wortlue  wit; 
*<  WithoutCALAts.tnthcirbdttenhejrcaklced, 
•<  When  thef  fled  homCf  and  whsn  the/IeifilrelAcked.'* 
('  Feolfiolt  (a)  is  foon  fhot."     [Hepry  V-] 
■Faoljhtad-:    "Did  I  defervQ  no  more  than  2.  fai^^tad.'* 

[Merchant  6f  Venice] 
Fmhparodije :    "  If  you  fitould  l^ad  Itsr  'mtp  a.  fmisfara- 

dljt,"  [Roraco  and  Juliet.]' 
Forehorfe :    "  I  fhalt  flay  here  die  fwtbtrft  tw  a  ^twdc" 
[All's  Well.] 
.    ♦*  F^reivearfd  m  thi«  a^on  of  ftvift  fpecd."    [King 
John.] 
**  Fwf^jffn coward/'  ^Titus  Andconicus.]   Johnfbnhas 

foulmouiihed. 
Frte  way:  '*  I  do  btfeech  you,  let  bcr  will  h»i/e  a/rtt 

«  WC4J."    [Othollo.] 
FreJIyfpritcd:    '^V/haXa  fre/iy  ^irifed  to^H^  "5  thjs.** 

[Henry  IV.] 
"  Full  aetrn'd  boiiT.''  [Cymbelmc]    : 
'^  FunKie-burning  heart,"    [Henry  VI. J 
HeiT,  will  I  clofe  this  note,  ^vkiclt  if  already  bX)  long.    Iq 
the  rame'niinncr,  I  couM  have  gone^hrougfa  the  whole  alpha* 
bet,  and  very  much  enlarged  the  niltnber  of  examples.   But, 
havin-  proved-  my  point,  hy  Aiowing  the  l^libilky  of  nega- 
'tive  proo6, 7  will  knit  up  tny '^^uiW^',  by  avowing  my 
lintlcre  admi^fation  of  Johnfon's  invaluable  work ;  whilft  I 
amfhowing,  bythcinvefligationoffaSs,  that  his  di^ioaary 
is  rather  AfelrUhnyAjm^al/tiiim  ofthe  EngliflilfeDguaget 
And,  as  his  plan  did  not  thus  aHow  him  to  addpt  every 
word  In  Sbakfpeare's  dramas,  it  is  i&onfiftent  with  his  plait) 
and  }vith  the  fafl,  to  draw  p ondufibhs'  fibto  bis  fHcnce. 

cAjroate, 
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eftimate,  whether  mn-mtitus  ought  to  be 
deemed  equal,  in  critical  examination,  to  po- 
fitive  premifcfi.  But,  of  fuch  logic  we  have 
furely  enough  !  I  will  acknowledge,  how- 
ever, that  when  a  careful  fearch  has  been 
made,  by  an  attentive  eye,  in  the  mt.fl:  volu- 
minous of  our  dictionaries,  a  fufpicion,  wiU 
guile,  that  the  word,  which  has  beep  looked 
kftt  without  fuccefs,  may,  poffihly,  not  exift  in 
our  language. 

A  peflbn,  who  is  accufed  of  forgery,  comes 
ioto  court  with  every  prcfuroption  in  his  fa- 
vour; with  every  probability  of  innocence, 
for  bis  prote<flion  i  with  every  inducement, 
under  a  want  of  proof,  for  his  acquittal :  But, 
the  public  accufer,  by  fuppofing  what  he  ought 
to  prove;  by  finding  nan-entkiei  m  the  bar- 
renneis  of  lexicography,  he  raifes  a  fufpicion 
only,  that  the  accufedmay/^l^^  be  guilty;  and, 
"  all  proofs  fleeping  clfc,  but  what  his  jea- 
**  toufics  awake,"  he  then  prays  for  judg- 
ment J  as  if  guilt  were  to  be  the  refult  of 
jeaioufyy  and  conviction  were  to  be  the  conie^ 
quence  of  his  own  failure  in  ^woof.  '*  I  will 
•*  fight  with  him  upon  this  theme,  until  my 
**  eyelids  will  no  longer  wag." 

It  was  in  this  confidence,  that  he  laid  the 
P  4  whole 
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whole  ftrefs  of  the  iffue,  on  the  non-exijience  of. 
the  word  accede,  when  Shakfpegrc  made  bis- 
profejion  of  faith.  The  public  ?iccufer  is  quite 
pofitive,  that  the  word  accede  did  not  exift  ia 
pur  langwage,  during  that  age  {b).  But,  \ 
will,  on  this  occafion,  oppofe  his  negative 
proofs  by  pofitive  evidence.  Theja£i  is,  not- 
>vithftanding  this  pofitivenefs  of  dogniatifiui. 
that  the  word  ccccde  did  exifl,  during  the  ^g? 
of  Shakfpeare.  Fforio  found  this  word  oct.  ' 
(ede,  in  i6ii,  though  Cotes  did  not  adopt  it, 
in   1679,    In  ^een  ^inna'f  Ne%v  WoHd  of 

[h)  Mr.  Malone  is  dccii^edly  of  opinion  that,  becaufe 
Coles  did  not  infcrr  Ae  word  accedt  into  his  Latin  di£tion- 
ar^,  1679,  diis  negative  circumftancc  is  an  unjue/ticaatU 
freefj  ihaf  tiiis  word  wps  then  unknown.  [Inquiry,  204.J 
He  regards  the  not  finding  of  a  word  in  di£lionaries,  as  adt- 
c'lfivi  evidence  oi'for^eryy  \n  the  document,  whichmay  contain 
fiicha  word.  [Id.]  He  admits,  howevcr,in  the  Inquiry,  25S, 
V'  the  impolHbility  of  proving  an  uiiifehid  negative;"  but^ 
be  infiits,  that  he  has  brought  evidence  enough  to  fatisfy 
rea^n^ie  inquirers  gf  the  truth  of  his  negative  pofition,,  tiH 
thofe,  T^o  differ  with  him,  prove  the  exiftence  of  the  con- 
tcfted  words.  No;  Sir,  you  have  no  right  to  call  upon 
ethers  to  help  you  out  with  yoiir  proofis :  You  undertook 
to  cd^Iiih  a  forgery  : -Nowt  it  is  quite  fu6iciei)t  for  your 
opponent?,  to  p  ead  not  gifiliy:  And,  it  is  your  duty>  as 
the  public  accufer,  to  fupport  the  accufation,  by  your  own 
proofs,  or  an  acqulcul,  witli  its  ufua]  confequences,  muft 
be  the  refulti  whether  we  decide,  according  to  conunou 
^yiy  or  common  lenfe. 

Words, 
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Words,  161 1»  there  is  "  accidere%  to  accbdei 
"  to  approach*  or  have  accefs  unto;  alfo  to 
"  ^ent  unto"  Now,  here  is  accede,  found  in 
this  Nno  World,  at  the  very  time,  and  in  the 
very  fenfe.  of  Shakfpeare.  The  public  accuier 
&ils,then>  in  proving  his  iflue  j  he  fails  in  hit 
negative  proof;  and  he  fails,  confequently,  iu 
cftabliQiing  his  fundamental  pofition,  for 
proving  decifivcly  the  fpurioufiiefs  of  Shak- 
fpeare's  profeffion,  l^at  the  wrord  accede  was 
not  adopted  into  the  EngliOi  language,  for  ^ 
century,  after  Shakfpcarc's  death. 

If,  moreover,  a  negative  could  poffibly  be 

oppofed  to  an  affirmative.  Coles  is  not  fo  good 

an  authority,  as  Florio,  who  had  more  genius, 

more  learning,  and  more  research  (^J.     It 

was, 

(f)  Of  Florid,  it  is  to  be  oblenred,  that  he  was  not  % 
foreigner,  n4io  might  be  fuppofcd  to  have  colte^cd  hit  Eng- 
&^3A  fecond  hand.  He  was  born  in  London,  about  the 
ytai  1553,  "^  Italian  parents,  indeed,  who,  being  Waldenfts, 
fought  refuge  in  England,  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII; 
But,  they  returned  again  to  the  continent,  during  Maiy'i 
perjixutions.  Florio  received  his  putrile  education  abroad. 
ThejraH  came  back  to  England  upon  the  accelBon  of  Eli- 
zabeth. Florio^for  a  time  relidL-d  at  OxfcH'd,  as  we  learn 
frixn  Antony  Wood,  who  gives  an  imperieiEt  account  of 
Um.  Thither,  he  attended  Mr.  Barnes,  the  Bifhop  of  Our- 
tun's  Ton,  in  1576,  as  his  tutor  for  the  French,  and  Italian ; 
fuiA,tMarmg  a  gneit  t>e  was  matriculated,  as  a  member  of 
£manueL 
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was,  indeed,  to  be  cxpefted  by  tfiofe,  who 

Joofe  pn  jh?  analogies  of  language,  with  dif- 

cernin^ 

jEtnaBuel  CoO^e,  in  ijSt  i.and  taught  fidwdai?  ia  die jaii 
TerAty,'wtlCn  he  was  eight  attd  twcoty  ycau  of  age,  1^ 
tmaienbiad  ^  bis  indufiry^  he  dedicated  Vi  the  reruwmd  Ltt 
ftsttry'ia  1578;  expediqg  patronage,  which  he  never  cxpc^ 
ricDced:  I'his  was  prcbalily  hig  Fir/}  fritt*!,  which  were 
adapted  toihe  t^.ti  fueb  tf  yrtrt  hid  mtanlj  entered  in  tha 
flaiien  tfKgue-  He  publi0ie4  Us  Stand  Prutit,  in  15911 
He  enjoyed  a  peiifion  fer  Ibme  jears  before  be  publifbed  his 
World  of  ffords^  in  i^gS,  from  Lord  Southampton.  He 
publifhcd  a  tranflation  of  Aimtaiga^s  EJiiytt ""  1603.  But, 
s  better  profpcft  BOW  opei)cd  to  l)i)  iigfat.  AttbeacoeJBonof 
^t)g  James,  Florio  was  appoinled  reader  of  the  Italian  iao* 
guage  to  Queen  An^e,  «uid  one  d  the  gentlemen  c^  her 
privy  chamber.  I  liave  Teen  a  document  id  the  paper-oSce^ 
V^kh  ihowE^t  that  he  had,  for  thofe  appointmeiits,  j^.ioo  ^ 
Year  J  as  Samuel  Daniel,  the  poet,  who{e  filler  he  mairict^ 
had  annually  j^. 60,  as  a  gentleman  of  her  privy  chamber* 
In  161 1,  he  publiifaed  bis  2/ftu  IVor/d §f  IVordi,  newly  pitKb 
gugmeated,  to  which  was  prefixed  a  frlnt  of  tbf  author  in  % 
rery  gcn^eous  drefs.  Retiring  to  Fulhara,  to  aroul  A^ 
league,  which  then  raged  in  London,  he  was,  however,  caT't 
riedoff  by  it, fays  A.  Wood,  in  16*5.  After  gtett  ddibe- 
ration,  he  made  his  wiit,  wbidi  h«  wro^  with  bis  own  hsid| 
aAd  is  dated  die  20th  of  July  1625.  H«  calls  himftlf  Johq 
Florioi  of  Fulhani,  Efquirc.  He  laments  ^t  he  was  dii^ 
from  his  poverty,  tx>  leave  {o  littje  to  bis  wife  Rofe,  wboa 
he  made  his  executrix,  and  to  his  daughter  Aurelia,  wholud 
married  James  Iblolins :  Yet,  he  be<)ueathed  to  Williaat 
Earl  of  Pen^rotce,  die  Lord  Chamberlain,  "  all  his  Italia^ 
t  FreRch,a(id  Spanilb,  booktj  at  wdl  printed,  as  unpriat«4 
«  being 
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ceming  eyes,  diat  eccedt  wpifld  be  adopted  in- 
to the  EnglUh  tongue,  as  early  as  th?  kin4r^ 
words  aceefs  wd  accejible,  fecede  and  fucceed^ 
aod  recede,  whioft  is  the  very  contnuy  <4  thft 
truant  accede.  But,  a$  the  fa6i  is  now  if:ttled» 
a]l  fubfcqyent  reafoijing,  upon  the  point,  is 
rain.  And,  I  will  here  clofe  my  examingtioft 
ef  the  pubUc  accnfpr's  pbjedions.to  Sbak-. 
fieare's  Profiiffim  of  Faith ;  whereby  I  have 
Aewn,  that  the  objeSion  is  ftill  hx  frpm  tkl 
drcifion.  .  .      . 

Spch  is  the  jifohgy^  which,  on  this  head  of 
the  Inquiry,  I  fubmit  to  the  equity  of  thi^ 
court.  It  will  be  readily  remembered,  tha| 
the  public  accufcr  undertook  to  overturn  th<f 
general  argument  for  the  believers,  by  fpecial 
objeaions,  although  the  frofeffion  of  faith  is 
ftrongly  fupported  by  extern^  evidence.     \ 

**  bciag  is  Aumber  about  dvee  hundred  and  fort^,  including 
I'  his  new  and  •perftH  dictionary,  his  dialc^ues  in  Italian 
*  itnd  EngliOi,  and  his  unbound  volume  of  divers  writteq 
*■  cdkSioRs  and  rt«pfbdic8 ;  and  entreated  his  lordfliip,  ai 
<*  he  once  promiffd,  to  accept  of  them,  as  a  token  of  a&c- 
**  tioB,  apd  for  the,  tcfblor's  lake,  to  place  tbem  in  his  li- 
f  bra^  either  at  Wilton,ore]feat  Baynard'sCalVlejinLon^ 
*<  don."  This  will  was  proved  by  his  executrix,  in  tbe, 
prerogative  officc,on  the  ift  of  June  1626:  From  this  b£L 
I  fulpefi^,  that  JFlnno  dtqeatcd  in  the  preceding  iiu»ith.  He 
died  at-ite  age  of  fevent^r-three,  if  we  G^vl#t«  frqtn  the  date 
m  Cbe  pri]|t  of>faim.  . 

have 
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have  crofs- examined  his  fpecial  objeftion*, 
which  I  have  Ihown,  I  truft,  to  be  uniiip-. 
ported  by  argument,  and  inconfiftent  with 
&£ts !  He  has  failed,  then,  in  his  pleadingsi 
And  being  thus  wrong  by  Jyfiem,  and  merchi 
right  by  accident.,  I  humbly  hope,  that  this 
court  will  allow  him  to  take  nothing  by  hii 
motion.  A  contrary  decifion  would  onlyfur- 
nifli  report  with  an  occaQoo,  and.  a  caufe,  t^ 
fruit ;— ' 

« ■■ "  ■■  ■ .  So  fliall  you  hear 

*(  Of  aiddmta/  jiufgementSy  cafud  llaughter:, 

t*  Of  deaths  put  on  by  cunning,  anifhrc'd  cafj'-'*    . 

—  §VL 

THE    MISCELLANIES, 

The  public  accufer  has  not  hitherto,  aa 
yie  have  feen,  taken  ary  thin^,  by  any  motion  i 
pnder  any  head  of  his  inquiry.  Yet,,  he  i^ 
not  difcouraged.  He  perfeveres,  in  his  old 
modes  of  logicil  probation;  with  the  perti- 
nacity, which  the  beft  Ibcccfs  generally  in- 
fpircs  in  othef  minds';  tbinKing,  ^o  doubt, 
|hat,— 

*( — Ptrfevtraiui  keeps  honourbright: 

«  To  have  ^Mte,  is  to  hang  quite  out  oFbihtOQa 
<*  Like  nifty  mail,  in  monumental  mockeiy," 
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In  this  temper*  he  continues  to  rbaka 
fuch  objedions  to  Ibe  -MifceUaneous  Papers^  as 
having  been  already  confuted,  need  not  be 
again  considered :  Who,  but  Alexander,  wouM 
fight  its  battles  o'er  again ;  thrice  to  jlaj  the 
fiain!  The  public  accufer,  however,  perfills, 
in  fuppoiing.  what  he  ought  to  prove ;  in  fub*- 
ftituting  aflertions  for  proofs ;  and  in  drawing 
jflfeFences,  when  he  ought  to  eflablifh  pre* 
mtfes.  In  this  manner,  he  finds  the  notes  cf 
hmd,  and  receiptt^  "  {o  replete  with  abfurditjr 
*  and  incongruity,  that  it  is  fcarce  worth 
"'while  to  examine  them  (a)-" 

But,  he  does  think  it  worth  while  to  exa- 
mine the  band'-writing  df  Shakfpeare,  on  the 
Receipts  i  and  "  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail 
""  rcfpeiSing  the  fpelHng  of  Iiis  name(^)." 
He  goes  into  this  minute  criticifm,  notwith- 
Aanding  his  own  declaration,  when  he  exa- 
mined the  fame  point,  in  1790.  Before  that 
«poch,  much  had  been  written,  **  relative  to 
,*'  the  proper  mode  of  fpcUing  Shakfpeare 's 
"  name  :"  But,  a  mortgage,  which  had  been 
given  by  our  poet,  in  161 3,  was,  luckily,  difp 
covered,  in  176S.  When  Mr.  Malone  faw 
Shakfpeare's    iubfcription    to  that  deed,  he 

(tfj  Inquiry,  116,  {b)  Id. 

cried 
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fciied  otit,  in  a  deciiirb  tone  i  **  It  is  hoped 
**  we  ihall  hear  no  more  uiU  bahbk  Upon  th& 
«  fubjeft.  He  fpelt  the  name  himfelf  as  t 
**  haVe  juft  now  written  itj  without  the  inid-» 
**  die  e.  Let  this  therefore  for  ever  decichf 
'*  the  qucftion  (c)."  But,  idk  habile  feenhj 
to  be  a  perennial  fpring }  which  continually 
throws  up  bubbles,  and  froth,  and  fume,  ac- 
cording to  the  feafdn.  Infpired  by  the  ex* 
halations  of  this  fountain,  he  is  now  deter* 
tnined,  that  the  queftion,  about  Shakfpeare''8 
name,  (hall  never  be  decided.  And,  he,  ac- 
cordingly, employs  feveral  pages  to  pfove,  that 
his  decifion,  in  1790,  ought  to  be  reverfcd, 
and  the  queftion  re-argued,  in  1796. 
■  I  too  have  attentively  examined  the  ori- 
ginal will  of  Shakfpearc,  which  confifts  o^ 
three  briefs.  Each  of  thefe  briefs,  or  fliccts, 
is  apparently  fubfcribed  by  him,  though  in  a 
very  diiFcrenf  manner.  Nor,  is  there  any 
thing,  in  the  mode  of  thefe  fignatures,  more 
obvious  to  an  accurate  eye,  than  their  com-* 
plete  diflimilarity.  The  baptifmal  name  is 
diflimilar  j  the  furname  is  diffimilar  :  In  the 
firft  brief,  there  is  William,  in  the  fccond* 

(c)  Ma].  Shakfpearc,  1790,  vol.i.  [»rt  i.  p.  19a. 

Willm, 
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WiUm«  and  in  the  third  Wtllkm  (</):  tn  thti 
firft  brief*  there  ia  Sha^kfpcre,  in  the  lecondj 
Shakfpe  re,  and  in  the  third  Shakfpeafe.  Th« 
W  in  William,  in  the  three  feveral  fignatures 
is  quite  different ;  the  fecond  x  in  Shak^artf 
is  Written  differently,  being  a  long  /  in  tha 
iecond  brief,  and  a  ihort  /  in  the  laft :  and 
the  r  is  not  exai^y  limilar  in  the  three  Cevctal 
fignatares.  The  fcrivener,  who  wrote  this 
never-to-be-forgotten  will,  fpelt  the  tefta-* 
tor's  name  Sharkrpe^re.  When  the  teflatQf 
iiibfcribed  his  name,  for  the  /a^  time,  he 
plainly  wrote  Shakfpctfrc.  And,  the  mo- 
namental  infcriptions  of  his  family  exhibit 
three  varieties ;  Shakefpeare;  Shakefpere  j  and 
Shakfpeare  {e).  Vet,  Mr.  Malone,  with  all 
thofe  documents  before  him,  infers  from  tho 
Jingie  autograph  of  one  deed,  amidft  Jo  many 
varieties,  "  that  his  own  [Shakfpeare's]  or- 
*'  thography  of  his  name  is  afcertained,  bc- 
*'  yond  a  poflibility  of  doubt,  to  have  been 
"  Shakfpcre  (y) :"    And,  he  adds,  zs  z  necef- 

(i)  The  mortgage,  which  is  publifhed  in  Mai,  Shak. 
vol.  i.  part  u  p.  19,  is  iigned  JP'"  Shakfpe' :  Th«  convey- 
ance publilbed  in  Mai.  Inquiry,  402,  is  fubrcribLd  IViUitim 
Shaldp^r. 

(<)    Dugdale's  Warwick,  p.  518,  S2». 

(y")  Inquiry,  120. 
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fary  cbnfequence^  although  We  have  now  beforii 
us  jhe  JignatureSf  which  are  all  different  from 
each  other,  "  that  thcfe  papers,  in  which  a 
«  different  orthography  is  almoft  uniformly 
*•  found,  caiinot  but  be  a  forgery  (^J."  He 
thinks,  in  oppofition  to  the  laft  fignaturc* 
which  the  poet  ever  made,  that  he  wrote 
Sbakjperg  i  Yet,  does  the  public  accufcr  avow 
his  purpofe  to  give  his  re^fons  hereafter,  why 
he  will  continue  to  fpell  the  name  of  our 
dramatift  Shakf^eare,  Let  us,  however,  hope, 
with  Mr.  Malone,  in  1790, "  to  hear  no  more 
«  idle  babble  upon  this  fubjed,"  in  oppofition 
to  Mr*  Malone,  in  1796  {b),  "  Where  much 
•*  bablyng  is  there  gauft  nedes  be  offence  ;  and 
*•  he  that  reflraiiieth  his  lyps  is  w)-fe  {/).'* 

(|-)  Inquiry,  p.  i2[-a. 

[h)  See  tlic  annexed  plate  of  the/tv  genuine  lignatureS 
of  Shakrpean:,  which  I  caufed  to  be  engraved  ;  in  order  to 
enable  every  reader  to  form  h:s  own  opinion  from  his  own 
infpcition.  The  fignature  on  the  fccond  flieet  of  the  will 
is  engraved  together  with  the  word  the  of  the  preciding  lin/} 
for  the  purpofi  of  (howing  how  Shakfpeare  was  prevented 
from  infcrting  fimi  Utur  btfortr  the  final  rt.  The  reader 
.may  be  affured  that  tiiefe  fignatures  are  very  perfea  fat- 
fimiies, 

(i)  See  The  pithy  and  mosfl  mlablt  fay'mgss  of  al firip- 
ture  gathered  by  Thomas  Paynel.  lii;prjnted  by  Copland  for 
Juggc,  without  ihe  jerf. 

But, 
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But,  the  public  accufer  will,  perhaps, 
lie  more  happy,  on  fome  other  occafion. 
"  Thoie,"  he  {i)  fays,  "  are  but  trifling  ob- 
**  jodiions  to  the  manner  in  which  the  fums 
"  are  here  fpecified,  I  mean  in  Arabick  nu~ 
*'  merals  j  a  mode  which  thofe  who  have  the 
"  flighteft  knowledge  of  former  times  know 
"  not  to  have  been  the  pra<ftice  of  that  age." 
Upon  this  important  point  of  our  archa?ology, 
he  if  as  pq/itive  m  the  earth  is  firm.  Yet, 
will  I  join  iffue  with  him  upon  it(  for  th« 
vindication  of  the  trutht 

The  introdudion  of  Arabic  numeral* 
into  England  may  be  traced  back,  at  leaft,  as 
far  as  the  epoch  df  the  ConqmJi{i').  Mx, 
Aftle  isj  however^  of  opinion,  that  Arabic  nu- 
merals were  not  introduced  into  our  charters, 
before  the  fixteenth  century  j  and,  that,  if 
Arabic  numerals  were  found  in  any  Englifh 
charters,  before  the  fourteenth  century,  this 
circumftance  would  Invalidate  fuch  charters^ 
by  railing  ilrong  fufpicions  of  their  fraudu- 
lence  (to).    With  regard  to  parochial  regifters, 

{*)  Inquiry,  p.  126. 

(/)  See  Wafie's  Diflertation,  Bibl.Liter.NaviJi,  1722  j 
Ardi^olog.  vol.  i.  p.  150;  and  Mr.  Aftlc's  curious  wort 
on  Writing,  180,  and  plate  30. 

(m)  The  Progrefs  of  Writingj  i88< 

<i.  and 
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and  the  accoiwits  of  parifli  officers,  Mr.  Waffe" 
alTcrts,  that  it  was  not;  till  about  the  year 
i6oo«  chat  the^  Arabic  numerals  wcfre  ufed  in 
them  («) :  But,  (his  opinioi]!  of  Mr.  Wafle,- 
like  the  ppfitiveneis  of  Mr.  Malone^  appears 
to  bo  founded  upon  a  narrow  vi©\^  of  the 
liibjed:.  Mr..Malone  migbt  hare  feen,  in  the- 
Archaralo^a*  a  very  curious  specimen  of  the 
accounts  of  the  pariOi  of  St.  Helbn^'s,  iii- 
Abingdon ;  which,  from  the  firft  of  Philip 
and  Mary,  were  kept  in  Arabic  numerals,  (o).- 
This  fpecimen  is  alone  fuflicient  to  fhow, 
that  the  opinions  both  of  Mr.  Waffe,.  and  Mr. 
Malonie,  ought  to  be  received  with  many  li- 
mitations j  ib  IK  to  ^ve  to  both  the  qualified 
jneairinga,  which  they,  probably,  intended^- 
and  the,truth,  certainly,  requires.  But,  had 
their  propofition  been,  that  the  pariih  officer^ 

(«)  Bibl.  Liter.  No.  viii. 

(o)  Archsol.  vc!.  i.  p.  ii.  This  fpecimen  is  the  more 
fatisfeiiory,  bccauie  it  has  intermixed  Reman  numerals,  for 
the  years,  aadjIrabU  numerals,  for  the  money;  which  is 
flated  in /hiiJings,  and  fvace,  without  die  pounds :  This  do- 
cument'is  alfo  important  J  as  it  furniflies  other  iUuftrations- 
of  Shalcfpcarc.  And,  fee  Strype's  Life  of  Archbiflwp  Grin- 
daJ,  ths:  appx.  No.  5  :  The  Faculty  Office  :  Tht  DifpenfatimS 
with  their  prices :  Thefe  are  all  ftatcd  in  Arabic  numerals;' 
ana  this  document  is,  therefore,  a  very  fads&aory  fpccimenj- 
beingaMS.  ofthe  Archbifhop,  who  died  00  the  6th  of  July 
1583.  [Strype,p.289.J 

g  tbfi 


01  Google 


tmRiceipts.]   >t/ /A*  be  LI  eve  R8.  a*? 

the  managers  of  theatres,  and  houfehokf  ftew- 
ards  of  femilies,  generally ^  kept  their  accounts^ 
daring  the  age  of  Elizabeth,  in  Roman  nu- 
merals, it  woul4  not  have  folk)wed>  as  a  con- 
fequencc,  that  the  tranfcript  from  the  books 
rf  St.  Helen's*  and  the  Faculty  Office  of  Arch- 
fciftiop  Grindal,  or  the  i^otes  and  Receipts  of 
5hakfpeare  are  fpurious  -,  beeaufe  they  contain 
Arahk  nrnnerak. 

This  reafoning-is  confirmed,  by  a  thouiand 
(/)  documents,  fi^m  the  reign  of  Henry  8, 
to  the  aciceffion  of  King  James  \q).  The  ac- 
count of  the  £iles  of  chaunuies,  colleges,  and 
other  lands  of  a  ilmilar  nature,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  Edward  the  6th's  reign,  as  it  is  drawn 
up  in  Arabic  numerals,  ia  fatisfaftory  evi- 
dence ;  andi  as  it  contains  many  curious 
particulars,  gives  rife  to  fome  ferious  re- 
flexions (r).  A  Certificate  of  Fees t  vehich  vrere 
paid  in  thole  days,  in  the  Confiftory  Court  of 

(^]  See  Strype's  Memorials,  vol.  i^  appx.  No.  xxix  i 
c.  vii ;  c.  xix,  for  fcvcral  (latements  in  the  time  of  ijeitry  8, 
which  were  drawn  up  in  Arabic  numerals. 

(f)  Lord  Burghley's  Di«ry,  in  Murden's  Sta(c  PtpCTSi  i* 
full  of  Arabic  numerals. 

(r)  Strype's  Mem.  vol.ii.  appx.  p.  85.  It  is  a  remarka- 
ble circumiVance,  that  this  iiccount  contains  ^.  2.  2.  o. 
[S^p.<ji.] 

0^2  Norwich ; 


:.ci.. zed  oy  Google 


aa  ^n   APOLOQY     [Tht Ml$ceLI:xl(^B»; 

(s)  Norwich,  as  it  is  written  'm  Arabic  nu- 
merals, is  equally  autlientic  in  its  notices,  and 
equally  fatisfeftory  in  its  inferences.  There 
were,  during  Elizabeth's  age,  ccclefiaftical 
documents,  which  were  formed  in  a  mixed 
ilyle  of  compofition;  both  of  Roman,  and  of 
jirabicy  numerals*  Of  this  mixed  nature,  is 
*.'  The  State  of  the  Billioprick  of  St.  Davids. 
'*  which  was  fcnt  by  the  Bilhop  to  Burgh- 
"  ley(/)."  Of  idle  iame  nature,  is'the.*' Survey 
"  taken  of  the  value  of  the  Biflioprick  of 
V  Chichefter,  upon  the  death  of  Curteffc  the 
'*  kte  Bifliop  thereof  (a)."  Of  the  fame  kind, 
and  ftillmore  iUuftrativc,  is,  "  a  difcovcry 
"  of  the  prefent  cftate  of  the  Bjfhoprick  of 
"  St.  Afaph,"  which  was  fent  to  the  Lord 
Treafurer  Burghicy,  February  24,  1587(1)). 
Thefe  documents,  compofcd  as  they  are  of 
Arabip  numerals,  prove  deciiively  the  rafhne^ 
of  unqualified  alTt:rtion,  and  the  inconcluiive- 
nefs  of  negative  pofuions. 

(/)  Strype's  Annals,  vol  ii.  appx.  p.  79. 

(j)  Strype's  An.  vol.  iij.  appx.  p.  37.  Here  is  the  firll 
article :  **  The  Biflioprick  of  S'  Davids  was  by  CoimniC- 
"  Hon,  An.  27.  R.Reg. Hmriei  Qltavi,  valued de c!an^^ 
if-  — ccccLvri.  1. 28.  d.  obq." 

(.«;  lb.  p.  123.  (to)  lb.  184. 

I  might 
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I  might  here  clofe  my  proofs,  upon  this 
point,  with  this  refutation  of  the  objeftion  to 
the  Arabic  numerals  ;  which,  as  it  is  founded 
in  miftake,  might  be  difmilTed,  without  fiir- 
tiicr  notice.  But,  I  will  proceed  a  ftcp,  or 
two,  further,  for  the  vindication  of  trurfi,  and 
the  illuftration  of  our  archeology.  The  in- 
vention of  the  Arabic  cyphers  was  a  difcovery 
of  as  much  importance  to  fcicnce,  as  it  was 
convenient  to  bufinefs.  Soon  after  the  intro- 
duftion  of  printing,  the  arithmetical  books 
were  printed  in  Arabic  nmnerab.  In  this 
manner  vras  Tonftal's  work,  De  Arte  Sup- 
putandi,  imprinted  by  Pynfon,  in  I522('»). 
Record's  Aritbmetick,  the  ground  of  arts, 
which  was  dedicated  to  Edward  6th,  was 
printed  in  Arabic  mjmerals.  At  the  acceffion 
of  Elizabeth,  the  more  general  knowledge, 
and  common  ufc,  of  the  Italian  method  of 
book-keeping,  by  double  entry,  was  intro- 
duced, and  taught,  by  James  Peele  (*).    It 


(fv)  The  Whiffime  tfWitu^  which  is  the  feconde  part 
fi  Arithmttikt,  was  printed  in  Arabic  numerals,  by  Kyng- 
fione,  in  1557. 

(«)  Andcrfon's  Hift.  Deduflinn  of  Commerce,  vol.  i, 

p.  408. — Anderfon  neglefled  to  give  us  the  titJe-pagC  or  this 

curious  book,  which  is  here  fubjaincd  for  the  reader's  fatif- 

l*flion ;  fince  it  flio-.vs  alfo  the  miftake  of  Anderfon,  in 

Q.  3  fixing 
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was,  by  thefc  means,  th^t  the  habit  of  ufing 
Arabic  cyphers,  in  the  operations  of  life, 
became  more  cuftomary;  while  the  Roman 
numerals  kept  their  accuAomed  places,  in  the 
Exchequer- praftice.  And,  before  the  con- 
cluiion  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  the  Arabic  figures 
had  ailmofl  banifhed  the  Roman  numerals, 
from  the  uTual  tranfadions  of  daily  bufinefs. 

This  deduction  may  be  proved  by  many -do- 
cuments. In  the  year  1 545,  there  is  "  A  Note 
V  of  the  defraying  of  vii^uals  for  Bulloyn, 
*•  CalUis,  and  other  places,"  in  Arabic  nu- 
merals {y).  In  1552,  there  is  •*  A  Brieff  oS. 
"  all  the  Icing's  Majeftyes  Debts  with  pro- 
"  vifion  f(?r  -the  difcharge  thereof  (z)."     In 

fixing  the  year  15691  ai  the  epoch  of  the  ifitrodu^ion  of 
book->keeping  by  double  entry : — 
"  1569. 
*^  The  Pathe  wayt  to  Perfe^ncs,  in  th'Accomptcs  of 
"  Debitour,  and  Creditour  :  in  manner  of  a  Dialogue, 
'*  very  plcafaunte  and  proffitablc  for  Marchauntcs  and  all 
*'  other  that  minde  to  frcqiicntc  the  fame  :  once  a^ayae 
*'  fit  ferthtf  and  verie  muche  enlarged,  by  James  Pecle 
"  Citizen  ainl  Salter  of  Lot;don,  Clerckc^  of  Chrifies 
'*  Holpitall,  pradttsr  and  teacher  of  ^  &nie.' 

"  Imprinted  at  London,  <in  Paules  Churchyards. 
"  By  Tiiomas  Purfootc,  dwcllinge  at  die  figac-of  the 

"  Lucrcce.  — 16  Auguft." 
{j)  InHayiie'sifcrglilcypipere,  p. 54. 
[3)  lb.  126.    Thi«oo  is  in  Arabic  numerals. 

M^3t 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


7.N«  R«cu,FT#.]  yir/V  BELIEVERS.  sjf 

i  563^  tWe  is  "  the  Eftablilhrnejit  uid  chargc£ 
«*  of  the  Eaft,  Weft/and  middle,  Marpbes  {a)." 
There  is  **  A  State  of  the  Low  Countries,*' 
whicih  was  drawn  up  by  the  accurate  pen  of 
JS(irgI]J^>  in  Arabic  nunnerals  (i).  There  Is 
f  Aa  Aceoaptofthe  Earl  of  Arundel's  Debte> 
■'  £^e,  aiid Circumftances,"  which  is Uiatcd, 
yrholly:,.  in  Arabic  oumeraU  ( r ) .  Raleigh 
fifsote  to  Burnley,  In  1592,  coacerniog  the 
Jiuge  Carrac^,  called  tte  Mother  of  God*  fe- 
v€^I  letffers;  in  which  he  iatroduces  many 
Ai^bic  numerals  (4^).  There  is  a  .paper 'dcawn 
jip  ^y  j^rg^oy,  in  1 592*  Aating  in  Arabic 
mukeiiali^  t^e  Queen's  exU^ocdin&ry  charges^ 
by  (D^ans  .^  the  S5)an>ilh  war  [e),  &ir  Thotnas 
{kefham^  who  was  the  great  i^ent  for  money, 

{a)  In  Hayne's  Surghley  papers,  p.  397.— This  is  a 
wry  long  account  in  Arabic  numerals  :  And,  fee  the  feme 
^o*)'^*  P*  455)  f*V  the  Bilhop  of  London's  Certificate  of  the 
numbers  of  all  flrangen,  within  tiie  fevcral  wards  of  diat 
city,  which  is  ftated  in  Arabic  Jiumerals. 

(^T^trype's  Annals,  vol.  iii.  appx.  p.  66. 

(<)  lb.  p.  134.  And  fee  the  fame  book,  p.  147-.8 — 153 
— 169 — 174-5 — 181 — 221 — 2»6,  for  avarie^  of  curious 
documents,  which  are  all  drawn  up  in  Arabic  numerals. 

(rf)  Strypes's  Annals,  vol.  iv.  p.  126-9— 130. 

{/)  lb,  iii :  And  fee.p.  T97,  the  names  of  recufante,  with 
ifae  fums  ot  money  paid  by  them,  in  1594,  which  are  alfo  in 
Arabic  numerals. 

0^4  in 
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in  that  reign,  made  conflant  ufe  of  Arabic 
numerals,  in  his  letters  to  Burghley  {/).  The 
ftatc  of  the  ihips,  and  men,  which  were  to 
oppofe  the  Spanish  Armada,  in  1588,  was 
drawn  up  wholly  in  Arabic  numerals  {g)- 
There  is  "  A  brief  note  of  all  fuch  Silver 
**  Bullion  as  was  brought  into  the  Towere 
"  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and  laid  in  the  vaute 
"  under  the  Jewel  houfe,  and  what  hath 
**  been  taken  out,  and  remaineth,"  which 
was  dated  in  Arabic  numerals  (^).  Peck  has 
preferved  fpme  very  curious  papers  of  that 
age,  which  are  written  in  Arabic  numerals  (/). 
Mr.  Malone  has,  indeed,  cxprcfled  his  doubts, 
about  fome  of  thofc  papers ;  without  recol- 
leding,  that  ^uitt  are  not  proofs.    His  fcep- 

(/)  Murden,  p.  217.  (^J  lb.  594^-627. 

(A)    lb.  539. 

(i )  Defider.  Curiof.  vol.  ii.  p.  246-7-8-9 :— Thffe  are 
two  articles,  which  are  ftrikingly  interefting : 

It : — 6  yards  of  tawny  velvit  at  14*.  each  yard  £.4^0 

It:— 3  lihds.  of  wine,  i  white,  i  red)  and  i  claret  5  5  0 
In  Peclc's  Defid.  vol.  i.  p.  61,  there  is  an  account  of 
"  Queen  Elizabetii's  annual  cxpence,  civil  and  military," 
which  is  drawn  up  in  Arabic  numerals.  Mr.  Malone, 
however,  «  has  not  the  fmaHeft  doubt,  that  the  Arabick  nu- 
*'  meials  were  adopted  by  Peck,  as  leaft  troublcJbme." 
[Inquiry,  p.  127.}  This  is  not  only  (o  doubt  againft  the 
dccument,  but  to  argue  againfl^  fa^. 

tkifn* 
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ticifm  cannot  remember,  that  unlefs  he  prow, 
(hat  the  univerfal  praftice  of  the  age  was  to 
keep  accounts  in  Roman  numerals,  he  will  ^ 
In  his  objeftion  to  the  ufe  of  Arabic  numerals, 
in  tbe  Mifcellaneous  Papers. 

I  have  already  difproved  the  univerfality  of 
the  pra£Kce  of  keeping  books  of  accounts  in 
Roman  numerals,  during  that  age,  whatever 
may  have  been  done  in  the  exchequer.  Of 
more  than  fifty  warrants,  for  paying  money  to 
players,  which  I  have  gleaned  from  the  coun- 
cil-regifterj  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  one  eighth  of 
them  are  ftated  in  words,  one  eighth  in  Roman 
numerals,  and  the  other  three  fourths  of  them 
in  Arabic  numerals.  In  the  paper  office,  there 
is  a  book,  N'  24;  containing  Prince  Henry's 
privy-purfe  expences,  for  one  year,  from  the 
2gth  of  September  1609,  to  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember 1610 ;  which  is  drawn  up,  wholly,  in 
Arabic  numerals  [k\  This  book,  as  it  was 
thus 

(>}  The  whole  expenceofonc)'carwaSj£.t400.  Among 
othsr  charges,  the  following  are  remarkable : 

17th  October  paid  10  a  Frenchman,  that  pre- 
fentedabook  —  —  j^.4  10  o 

20  0^0'  paid  Mr.  Holyoak  for  writing  a  Cata- 
logue of  the  Library  which  the  Prince  had  of 
Lord  Lumley  —  —  8  '3  4 

iGiOtI  r,  Jaory,  paiil  to  two  poor  Icholars  a     0  o 

?9  Sep',  lejl  at  cards  —  —  6     6  0 
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(bus  kept  ID  Arabic  niunenjs,  ought  to  ^ 
move  ibsie  of  Mx.  Mftlooe's  doubts  ;  fince  he 
'  knows  how  often  *'  doubting  things  go  ill.*' 

Yet«  he  continues  to  doubt,  wit&  regard  to 
Shakfpeare's  receipts  of  moo^  for  playiDg  tt 
^  )xo\iit  oi  iorde  LeycefiermiJ).  He  fui^e^, 
that  an  error  of  his  ow;i,  vfhich  he  jiow  retrads, 
w^  liip  foundation  of  the  ibrgeiy  of  the&  re- 
ceipts. The  &dt  is,  $s  the  ccmncil-rtgifieri 
evince,  that  the  uCual  reoQm,peHce  for  pilayiqg 
before  the  Queen'  was  ;^.6. 1 3. 4^  and  gent- 
EaJly  Z'  %'  6-  3'  i°  addition^  as  ihe  xoyal  bcMO- 
ty  '('")•  ^"^  t^'S  head,  then,  the  abjefili^  to 
the  fum  of£-i9,  which  Lord  it.eyceftcrrc  paid. 

Here,  ire  fee  -tbe  Frince  of  Wales  tofu^  fix  guiiuat  at 
cards.  This  book  isfubrcnbed  by  die  Frince:— /  Henrj  P-, 
his  baptrTmal  name  being  Frederick  Henry, — And,  asacon- 
-clulive  proof  of  the  ufe  of  Arabic  numerals,  among  dc 
[dayers,  in  Shakrpearc'-s  days,  fee  Mr.  Malonc'i  own  docu- 
ment^ the  Articles  efGrirvmct  againft  Mr.  Hincblowe.  [In- 
quiry, 247.] 

(/)  Inquiry,  128-9.* 

.  (fflj  A  warrant  was  granted  on  the  27di  of  Nov.  1597* 
to  Sir  John  Stanhope,  the  treafurer  of  her  majefly's  cham- 
ber, to  pay  to  John  Hemings,  and  Thorns  Pope,  fervaots  to 
the  lord  chamberlain,  ibr  fix  interludes,  played  before  her 
majefty,  in  the  Chriftmas  holydays  laft,  the  fum  of  forty 
pounds,  for  tlieir  pains  and  charges,  and  by  way  of  her  ma- 
jcfty's  reward  ;^.2a  [Council-icgiftej  of  that  date.  J ' 
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oDpBCOccafion,  for  tfee  players  jT«i/ff  rfa^ato 
in  playang  «Cj  i6ii»^,  is  not  to  t»e  juftffied,  wbea 
we  conficjcr  both  the  fad,  and  the  praifbioe. 
But,  the  great  liberality  of  Lord  Leyceftoi^ 
whofe  name  Shakfpeare  could  not  fpell,  it 
fccms,  tboogh  every  body  eUc  could,  who  did 
not  fire  fo  near  to  Kcnelworrfi  Caftle,  is  ex- 
tremely obje£tianable }  being  no  left  dun 
**  the  fiimme  o'  50  poundes  {«)."  As  we  are 
not  tdd  how  many  plays  were  cnafted,  or 
«Aat  work  was  done,  for  this  great  reward, 
the  minute  critic  has  not  fufficient  ground  for 
bis  jiretcb' J  footing  and  th  fcaffaldage. 

Thus,  is  the  public  accufer  continually 
finding  objections  in  his  own  raiftates.  In 
this  ftrain,  he  objcdte  to  the  application  of  the 
worfhipful  epithet  grace  to  any  other  noble 
perfonages  than  dukes  ;  and  he  objeds  to  the 
ipelling  of  Leycefier.  But,  we  have  feen,  that 
foch  ohjeftions  are  more-cafily  made,  than  fully 
fupported  :  I  have  already  ifhown,  with  fuf- 
ficient convidion,  that  there  was  then  no  fettled 
cuftom,  in  the  appUcation  of  the  epithet  grace, 
wduch  was  applied,  at  times,  to  u  marchionefs, 
and  to  a  baron  j  nor  any  general  uniformity,  in 

(«)   Inquii)',  ii6r 

the 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


33fS  ^«  APOLOG  Y    [The  Miscellarieii 

the  ipelling  of  that  favourite's  title  (a).  Happy 
had  it  been  for  Mr.  Malonc,  if  before  he  en- 
tangled himfelf,  in  fach  a  maze  of  doubts,  he 
had  refle<Sed,  with  Dekker,  that, 
'*  A  maze  is  like  a  dgtAli 
"  'Tis  eafy  to  get  iaj  hard  to  gfi  out" 

Yet,  is  he  determined  to  perfrvere  in  his 
congenial  mode  of  objeiting  to  a  want  ofuni- 
Jbrmiiy,  in  an  age,  when  uniformity  did  not 
gxift  in  prailice,  or  theory.  In  this  flylc,  he 
objedls  to  Shakrpeare'sj^fCM///ifj'  to  John  He- 
jningw  i^  "  for  fo  his  name  Ihould  be  writ- 
"  ten,"  iays  Mr.  Malonc  {p)..  Was  the 
name  of  this  firll  editor  of  Shakfpeare's  dramas 
ever  written,  and  printed  Jo  before  ?  Was  it 
j^  written  by  Mr.  Malonc,  in  1790  ?  Was  it 
Jb  written  in  hia  will  ?     Was  it  fo  printed  in 

(e)  The  famous  Sir  Thomas  Grdbam,  writing  to  Bui^h- 
ley  oil  the  28lh  of  May  1573,  prays:  **  that  I  maye  have  my 
**  Lady  Mary  Grey  removed  twghl  of  hand,  feeing  t^t  her 
**  majeftiehaythebolty  refferyed,tlie  matter  to  you,  and  my 
*■  Lcrd  Lsojfilor.,  wherein  pure  Lordefhip  fhall  do  Die  aiid  my 
•■  wiffc  a  \e.ty  Jinggeular  good  Tornc."  (Murden,  p.  217.3 
Now,  the  queflion  isi  whether  this  letter  of  Sir  Thomas 
^reihaoi,  who  Itncw  nun,  and  maturi,  as  well  as  any  perfiin 
of  that  age,  be  genuine,  or  fpurious  ?  Mr.  Malonc  has  al- 
ready decided,  that  it  is  fpurious ;  becaufc  Grefham,  who 
had  probably  lent  money  to  Leicellcr,  muft  have  known 
bow  to  rpell  iiienune<^ti\3Xjitt£geuIargaodhrtlet 

ip)  Inquiry,  137-9. 

the 
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the  firfl;  edidon  of  Shakipeare's  comedies 
tragedies  and  hiftories,  in  1623  ?  Was  k 
ever  To  printed'lince  ?  If  you  aik  Mr.  Malone 
Sot  a  reafon,  why  thp  name  ihould  be  fo  writ- 
ten, he  will  aniWer,  in  his  own  maonor  i  be- 
caufe  **it  was  a  very  frequent  pradice  in  the  laft 
"  age  to  add  a  final  s  to  proper  names."  He 
fobjoins  a  better  reafon :  "  the  corruption  of 
"  the  name  of  Heminge  was  by  himfelf,  "by 
**  adding  a  faaX  s:"  And^  he  fortifies  this 
Accuiation,  by  aficrting,  that  "the  name  is 
**  alio  written  Hemingf^  in  the  margin  of  that 
"  will»  which  is  preferred  in  the  prerogative 
"  office  as  An  original."  I  fufpeft,  however, 
that  the  al&rtion,  with  regard  to  the  name  of 
Hcmingfi,  on  the  margin  of  die  will,  cannot 
be  fupported.  On  examining  the  record,  it 
appeared  to  me,  diftin£tly,  that  the  name, 
which  was  written  on  the  margin,  by  the  clerk, 
is  Heroingj(y).  But,  Mr.  Malonc  will  be, 
doubtlefs,  more  happy  in  the  difcoveries,  which 

(j)  In  flw  council-regifters,  the  name  is  fpelt  fometimej 
Heminge  but  oftener  Hemingi.  A  will  of  John  Hemings 
auy  be  found  In  the  prerogative  office,  in  1665  :  And,  la 
■68^  the  wilt  of  George  Hemings.  It  appears  from  Ly- 
fcns's  Envirms  af  Lenden,  vol.  ii.  p.  I0>  and  vol.  iii.  p.  334- 
95—585,  that  the  name  of  Heming  remains  to  the  prefent 
day.  One  auttgrapb  (and  we  have  only  one  genuine  figna- 
ture  of  Heminges)  is  not  fuSlcicm  evidence  to  prove  how  be 
gveraliy  Ipell  his  name. 

he 
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ht  his  Feceatty  made,  on  this  fiib}e£t  b  dke 
pariih-regklers  of  St.  Mary  Atdermanbuty } 
as  he  can  read  ihe  old  haad-writing  f[>  muck 
better,  than  the  EwMcvers :  Ht  therein  foun^ 
it  fcaattf,  that  }6ha  Hemiiigj'  was  married  on 
the  X'**  (rf  March  1 58^  to  Rebecca  Nmf, 
widow.  Yet,  the  regtAer  demonftrates,  that 
thefe  difcoveries  are  all  imaginary.  In  the 
entries  of  his  marriage,  in  the  pariflvTegifteTi 
and  of  the  baptifm  of  his  five  children>  the 
name  is  uniformly  fpelC  (r)  Hemin^ ;  and  \t 
married,  not  Rebecca  Nuf^  but  Rebecca 
Knefh  V!iddiyiD  {/).  If  it  were  a  qucittonj 
whether  the  parifli-rcgifters  ctf  St-iVIaiy  AJ- 
demianbury  be  genuine,  or  fpurious>  Mr* 
Malofls  would  readily  decide,  as  there  is  t 
mUTpelling  in  the  name  of  Heming,  that  they 

(r)  The  rcgifter  of  Shottery  parllh,  aear  Stratford-upWf 
Avon,(pe]is  the  luuneHcming,  and  Hemyng,  but  never  He- 
n)ing».  [Mai.  Shak.  1790,  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  189.} 

(t)  If  I  might  be  indulged  a  conjecture}  when  adjufting 
iich  an  important  point,  as  the  true  fpelling  of  Hemjn^'t 
namt,  I  Ihould  guefs,  that  the  Miftreft  Knell,  whooi  John 
Ueming  certainly  married,  was,  probably,  ibe  wi^»o  of 
XMllt  ^  a^loi,  who  is  mentioned  by  Heywood,  in  1612, 
as  dead  before  his  time  ;  [Apology  for  Adois,  Sig'  £.  2;} 
andislpokcQof  astheGarrtckof  hisday:  For,  there  was  a 
very  intinnte  connexion  between  the  playtrs  of  former 
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are  ctsFtsiaif  jjjanous;-  a»  he  vrdaM  cqnaiUjr 
decide,  in  fitvotrr  (rf  hia  own  in&lfibility,  as  to 
Miftnfs  KtteJj  *gaiaik>  Mi&K feKmSt  and  the 
n|^r.  Un^rm^  ^^Ubig  is  Do  Mr.  Ma- 
hati  ndnt  a  fui^/f  was-  to  Sfaakfptare :  He 
pitffaes  it,  at  alt  adVeneare%  a<  the  tfsveller 
pwTuet  ^  ^fdfJatuitJi  it  u  fiure  to  lead 
buD-out  of  the: way}  and  is  fure  to  ptunge 
him  ia  tho  mire::  Uniformty  (f  JpeHing  is  the 
find  Cleopatn,  f(tf  which  be  lofl  the  critical 
wtrld;  aad  is  content  to  lofe  it. 

Aftitr  fuch  difc6?:eri«s,  and  iiich  indieatiotl» 
of  fatgcry,  the  poblic  accufer  thinks  it  unne- 
ccfiirf  »  «^  the  attention  "to  the  fum  c^ 
"  jftw  gttmeas,  here  in  fa»ft,  though  not  in 
*'  WcH^  promifed  to  be  paid,"  He  admits, 
however,  that  "  in  the  infinite  combinations 
"  which  fums  are  capable  of  fuch  payments 
*•  may  occafionally  have  been  made  as  five 
**  pounds  and  five  ihillings."— Yet,  even  iii 
thefe  inflances,  the  ufual  mode  of  ancient  times 
waS/  to  write  xx'i  Shillings  j  or  cv  fhillings- 
In  oppofition  to  .thefe  aflumptions,  and  iug- , 
geftiotis,  I  have  lliown  payments  of  £.6.  6  i. 
£'S--5''  ^-4'  4^-  ^"^  jC*2-  2r.  in  Shak- 
fpeare's  age ;  and  which  were  all  charged,  in 
Arabic  numerals ;  in  direct  refutation  of  Mr. 
Malone's 
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IVfalone's  theory ;  and  in  cbntaD|Jt,  as  it  wen> 
of  the  uile  babble  sAx>\\t]five  guineas^ 

But,  the  minutft  critic,  as  Jie  is  invefteid 
with .  unbounded  inventtbn, .  is  alfo .  endued 
vi\i&ifecmdjigbt.  The  word  rttomfmcei  which 
is  ufed  in  Shalcipeare's  ^^aWi^^,  "though  it 
**  was  in  ufe  at  that  timea  loould  not. have  been 
*'  the  word  employed  here  j  but  (r)  reward^"  it 
ieemS.  In  fad,  Sbakfjpeare  ufes  the  -  iKord 
recompence,  on  fuch  ocCafion?*  Shakipearc 
might  have  (aid  to  Hemings,  not  .In  the 
honey-moon,  indeed,  which  would  have  dif- 
iatisfied  the  wanton  wtddovt  («)  Nueli  but  in 
the  following  year,:  "  Do  not  look  f«>r  further 
"  rtcompencet  [in  going  down  to  Stratford,] 
"  than  thine  own  gkdnefs  that  thou  art  em* 
*'  ployed  :"  Hemings  might  have  replied,  in 
"  iiisJvdXy  recompence"  to  Shakfpeare:  "Thoa 
"  art  fo  far  before,  that  fwifteft  wing  of  re*- 
"  compence  is  flow  to  overtake  thee  {•o)" 
The  public  accufer  concludes  his  objections  to 
this  jpeciahy  of  Shakfpeare,  in  his  beA  man' 

(/]  Inquiry,  1 36.  (u)  Inquiry,  140. 

(v)  In  his  twen^-tbird  fonnet,  ShakTpeare  aflu; 
"  Who  plead  for  love,  ind  look  for  rieeiaftaee  f" 

See  MaL  Supl!  vol  i.  p.  600.    And,  fee  Tuu^h  Night.' 
—  i  am  DO  feed  pofi,  Udy ;  keep  your  purfe  i 
"  Mymalter,  not  myfelf,  kckirYMM/f^t" 
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net.  After  deciding,  by  an  averment,  thaf 
.difficult  queftion,  when  the  Globe  Theatre 
was  built,  he  adds :  "  But  we  want  no  aid 
"  from  thefc  min-jteobfcrvatlons:  The  whole 
"  isan  evident  forgery  (ly)-"  Tliree  fophifms, 
in  one  breath,  the  Globe,  the  forgery,  the 
evident  forgery,,  may  well  prompt  an  enraged 
critic  to  exclaim  with  Lear,  "Ila!  here's 
"  three  of  us  a.rt  fopbijlicated." 

In  this  ftyle  of  fophillry,  the  public  accufer 
opens  his  attack  on  Sbakfpear/ s  Letter  to 
Coiil^{x).  He  deems  it  a  itrong  objec- 
tion to  affert,  *'  that  Richard  Cowley  was  a 
"  hw  aSiar,  who  played  the  part  of  Verges  in 
"  Much  Ado  About  Nothing ;  and  who,  if  we 
"  are  to  credit  thefe  papers,  was  our  poet's 
*'  bofom  friend  (y)."  He  meets  him  in  fuit- 
able  company  j  yet,  with  the  acutenefs  of 
Dogberry,  hefufpeBs  bim.  By  virtue  of  his  ojjice 
to  be  no  true  man.  Richard  Cowley  was  cer- 
tainly not  one  of  the  hired  men  oiTbe  Company; 
but  was,  undoubtedly,  afellowy  of  Shakfpeare, 
Hemings,  Cundal,  Laurence  Fletcher,  Au- 
guftine  Phillips,  Robert  Arrain,  and  other 
chief  comedians.  He  had  the  honour  to  be 
mentioned,  by  King  James,  with  Laurence 
Fletcher,  Shakfpeare,  and  the  other  refpeftable 

(w)  Inquiry,  137.  (*)Ib.  205.  (7)  lb. 

R  adors 
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adlors  of  that  epoch,  as  one  of  the  company 
at  the  Globe  theatre.  When  Auguftine  Phil«- 
lips  made  his  will,  in  1605,  he  gave  a  legacy 
to  Richard  Cowley,  together  with  ^akfpeare, 
Cundal,  Laurence  Fletcher,  Armyn,  and  the 
teftators,  other  felioios  of  the  King's  com- 
pany (2).  It  appears  from  various  circum- 
ftanccs,  that  the  players,  of  that  period,  had 
a  warm  friendfhip  for  each  other  j  which,  as 
it  does  credit  to  their  charaders,  reflefts  ho- 
nour on  their  memories.  Thele  fafts  eiUbltlh 
a  flrong  prefumption,  which  idle  afic^ioa 
cannot  ihake,  that  Shakfpeare  might  proba- 
bly account  Richard  Cowley,  npieafaynte  imde 
•wittye  perfonne  nebofe  companye  he  did  ejieeme. 

But,  a  witty  perfon,  in  Shakfpeare's  time, 
fignified,  fays  Mr.  Malonc,  "  either  a  man  of 
"  cunning  and  Ihrcwdnefs  j  not  as  it  is  here 
"  ufed,  a  man  of  lively  fancy  («j)."  I  wot 
no  what  wit  it  is,  who  fays :  "  I  am  not 
■"  only  witty  m  myfelf ;  but  the  caufc  that 
"  wit  is  in  other  men  :"  Mr.  Malone  can  tell. 
lie  has  read,  no  doubt,  a  certain  comedy, 
yclept  Much  Ado  About  Nothing ;  tt^erein  he 

(z)  I  have  luckily  found  the  Will  of  Auguftine  I%iUips, 
which  Mr.  Malone  uducldly  mified  j  and  which,  as  it  con- 
tains many  curious  particulars,  will  be  hereinaiicr  piinted. 

{a}   Inquiry,  205-6. 

-3  might 
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might  have  ieen  an  ezcmplificatioa  of  leitty 
ferlbns: 

Bcnedidj     Sii«  I  Iball  meet  your  mt  in  the  cwe^r,  >f 
you  charge  it  agfaioft  me. 

*       *       •       «       « 
Beaedi£t :     Sir,  your  wit  ambles  well  1  it  goes  eaGly. 
fairp  :     I'J]  tell  tbe^  how  Beatrice  praifed  thy  wit  the 
other  day  :    1  (aid,  thou  hadfl  a  fint  wit :    True ; 
iays  flie,  a  fine  Utile  one:  ^a;  l^ici  I,  a  great  wit: 
Right ;  faid  fhe,  a  great  grefi  me :    Nay ;  ^d  I, 
m  goad  wit:  Ju^  ^  CaysQie^  it  hurts  nobody. 
^Siakfpeare  repeats  the  word  wit^  for  a  rcci- 
fwcation  of  fmartnefe,  a  thoufand  times  [I), 

Yet. 

(*)  •»  What  iwit/aapper  are  yon."  [Me*ch.  of  Venice] 
*•  A  college  of  wltcrakers  cannot  flout  me  out  of  my 
*  humour."  [Much  Ado;]  Chapman,  Ben  Jotmlbn,  and 
iifaiftoB,  concurred  with  Shak^peare.  «^en  they  wrote  the 
Pndogue  to  £afiward  Hotj  in  1-605,  wUch  cooduded  wi^ 
itis  couplet : 

«  Bear  with  oir  wilKng  pun^  if  dull,  or  w»H|r; 

*•  We  only  dedicate  it  to  the  ciitye." 
Sen  J(dinlbn*s  verles  to  the  memory  of  Shak^ieaKb  tS'diey 
«c  puUifhed  -in  Mai.  Shalt,  vol.  i.  p.  201,  have  theie  lines : 

"  Which  were  fo  richly  fpun,  and  woven  fo  fit, 

**  A*,  fioce,  Ihe  ivill  voachfafe  no  other  toit  .* 

'  T^  merry  Greek;,  tart  AriAophanu, 

*'  Neat  Terence,  ivif^  f  launu,  now  not  pleates 

-*'  But  aptiqaated  and  delated  lie, 

"  A«  they  were  not  of  Nature '••family.** 
Senjohnibn  waS'iait^  at-theximc,  to  be  the  wiV^jitftiricIc- 
laycr.ia  England.  Harrington  has  witty  very  often  in  his 
£pigranu.  Yet,  Mr.  Malone  rcfumes  his  obje£lion  to  wittyy 
a  the  Inquiry,  297 ;  inlifting  with  unlucky  perlcvcrance, 
B  2  that 
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Yet>  Mc  Malone  gravely  maiotains  his  po- 

lition,  with  wild  pertinacity  j  as  if  the  epithrt 
wiuy  had  not  been  ufcd  by  Shakfpeare,  and 
the  other  wits  of  his  age,  in  both  the  fenfes ; 
for  zfmarty  and  for  a  fhrewd,  perfon. 

The  public  accufer  now  divergfts  from 
'witty  to  •^bwifkal.  "  The  •mbymficall  Conceit 
"  will  demand,"  he  fays  (c)  ferioufly,  '*  a  more 
"  particular  examination."  He  turns  over 
diftionaries,  for  the  word  ivbimfical,  without 
fuccefs;  though  he  finds,  in  the  age  of  Shak- 
fpeare, iBbim-wham,  and  wbimfyt — fe.ntaftical, 
toyilh,  odde,  conceited }  which  are  all  coufin- 
germans  of  wbimfical  conceit :  And,  fi-om  his 
.  difappointmcnt  in  the  fearch,  he  infers,  ac- 

.  that  it  bore,  in  tho(e,times,  no  fuch  meaning,  as  larcalllc 
'  joke.  Wilfon  in  iii&  jfrte  of  Rheloriqutj  which  was  printed 
in  i553)'i567,  and  1585,  has  a  chapter  of  wktit  jelling: 
"  Many  pleafant  gendcmcn  are  well  pra^ifed  in  merrii 
.*'  conceipted  jefts."  [Lall  Edit.  p.  184.]  See  Marftoa's 
Satire,  1S99  -  Sti(/lorum  plena  funt  tTtvtia  : 

"  pQr,  (Qiainc  10  thepoec)  readNiD,  behold! 
"  How  -wittify  a  maiQcribood  can  fcold. 
In  a  note   Marfion  adds :  ^  Mart  the  witty  alluTion  t» 
"  ny  mme."  [Sig.  H  i.]     But,  Nied  cried  out  j  enough ; 
enough ;  of  witty^  quite «iough  ! !! 

(f )  Inquiry,  206. — Fowler  fent  from  Wodftofce,  on  4c 
1 1  th  of  September  1 603,  to  the  Earl  and  CounteTs  of  ShrcwT- 
bury,  "  A  Cenceatt  of  tnyne  drauen  from  anc  horologe." 
[Lodgc'Tllluft.  voliii.  p.  169.] 

cording 
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cording  to  his  own  mode  of  logic,  that  the 
word  •wbimfieal  did  not  then  exift.  I  have 
already  difcovcred  fo  many  words,  which  are 
thus  iuppofed  not  to  exift,  that  I  fed  myfelf 
entitled  to  deny  the  right  of  the  public 
accafer.  to  coniider  nonentitiest  as  fadts ;  to 
rea(bn  from  fufpicions>  as  bearing  the  force 
of  evidence }  and  to  call  for  convii^on  from 
what  he  alTcrts,  rather  than  from  what  he 
jwoves.  While  fearching  unfuccefsfuUy  for  a 
wifimficai  conceit^  he.  might  have  found  a  boke 
of  "U^Je  conceytes  ;  containing  "  whtie  fayncd 
*'  fayings  of  men»  bcafts,  and  fouls  l*/):" 
Herein,  he  might  have  fecn,  how  a  crane 
trying  to  emulate  the  eagUt  in  flying  up  as 
high  as  xhi/unnct  evinced,  by  her  ^te,  that, 

"  Who  lb  clymbcdt  higher  than  he  Ihould, 

**  Falleth  lower  than  he  would." 

((i)  This  rare,  elegant,  and  wittie,  SehoU  oiviife  ConttfUt 
was  printed  by  Bixineman,  in  1569.  The  inquirer  [p.  209} 
obje£ls  to  "■aunt  for  ew,  which  [he  fays)  is  the  fpelling  of  no 
t  time  whatlbever."  If  he  had  not  thought  negative  proofs 
quite  fufficienr,  he  might  have  feen  «n  for  cji^,  frequently, 
in  Henry  the  7th's  Jnftrudiions,  before  tncntioneds  in  a  love- 
Ictt.;r  of  Henry  the  8th  to  Anna  Bullen,  there  is  wan  for  onej 
and  he  may  fee  none  for  one^  very  often  in  Sir  Edward  Wal- 
degrave's  account  of  the  burial  of  Edward  the  6ch,  in  The 
Archieol.  vol.  xii.  p.  395.  My  argument  is,  that  there  was, 
in  thofe  times,  na  uniformily  of  fpelling ;  and  confequently, 
(here  could  be  no  precedent  for  the  fpellingof  anyone  word. 

R3  The 
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The  fate  of  the  crane  does  not,  however* 
retrain  the  public  accuCer  horn  making  iimi- 
lar  objcflions  to  Shakfpeare's  Deed  of  Gift  to 
Wiliumt  Henry  {e)  Ireland,  which  he  fupports 
by  fuppoling  mucb>  and  proving  little.  This 
is  the  firft  deed,  he  protefts,  that  he  h«t 
ever  perufed,  though  he  had  examined  not  i 
few,  in  which  a  ftory,  with  all  its  circum- 
ftances,  was  regularly  told.  He  has  never 
read,  it  feems.  Weft's  Sym&oleograpbiet  which 
he  fometimes  quotes.  This  defcrtptton  of  at' 
JinmtentSt  and  precedents,  fufficicntly  proves, 
that  recitals  were  very  commooly  prefixed  to 
deeds ;  in  order  to  lay  a  ftrong  foundation, 
for  the  fubfequent  contrads  (yf.  He  thus 
fails,  in  his  firft  objection.  In  oppofition  to 
the  deed,  he  makes  an  averment,  that  Shak- 
fpeare  did  not  live  in  the  Blackfriars,  in  I6o4^ 
And,  in  order  to  make  out  this  objection,  he 
fays,  that  Shakfpeare  had  no  motive  to  live 
then  in  the  Blackfriars ;  undertaking  withal, 
to  prove,  that  Shakfpeare  lived  in  Southwark, 

(#)  Inquiry,  410. 

(/)  I  quote  the  edit.  1647  ;  irfierein  may  be  fcen,  par- 
ticularly, contra£b  of  marriage,  which  regularly  tell  the  ftory 
with  all  the  circumftances :  And,  the  fcrivener  would  have 
ill  difcharged  bis  truft,  had  he  not  recited  the  iotention,  and 
agreement,  of  the  contnuAi^g  parties, 

during 
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dtiring  the  year  1596;  perhaps  from  that 
year  to  1608.  It  would  be  a  point  of  more 
importance  to  fettk,  whether  Shakfpeare  ever 
had  a  fixed  rcfidence  in  the  metropolis. 
■  I  doubt,  if  the  poet  ever  brought  his  family 
irom  Stratford,  or  ever  confidercd  London,  as 
his  home  {g).     If  it  be  true,  that  his  houre- 

(g)   From  the  parifh-regiftn*  of  Stratford>upon.Avon, 
it  appear*  :— 

ift.     That  he  was  baptiied  there,  on  the  26th  April 

15641 
2d!y.  That  his  daughter  Sulanna  was  baptized  there,  on 

the  26di  May  1583; 
3dly,  That  Hamnet  and  Judith,  his  twin  fon,  and  daughter, 

were  baptized  there,  the  2d  February  ijSj. 
4thly.  That  his  fon  Hamnet  was  buried  there,  onthe  I  Ith 

of  Auguft  1596. 
jthly.  That  his  daughter  Sulanna  was  diere  married  to 

John  Hal!,  on  the  5di  of  June  1607. 
6dily.  That  his  daughter  Judith  was  there  married  to 
Thomas  Queeny,  on  the  lOth  of  February  i6{-'. 
ythly.  That  he  was  buried  there,  on  the  23d  April  1616. 
From  thcfe  incontrovertible  fads,  I  am  led  to  infer,  that 
Shakfpeare's  femily  conttantly  refided  at  the  place  of  hU  birth, 
and  burial.   Add  to  this,  that  his  mortage,  dated  the  loth  of 
March  1612-13,  defcribes  him,  as  William  Shakefpearc  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  gentleman.    He  is  faid  to  have  pro- 
duced his  Twtlfth  Night,  in  1614.   Ben  Johnfon  calls  him 
the  Sweti  Swan  ofJvon,  not  of  Thames-  And,  the  tradition, 
which  is  flill  remembered,  of  Shakfpeare's  frequent  journies 
from  Stratford  to  London,  and  from  London  to  Stratford, 
confirms  my  conjeSuie. 

R  4  hold 
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hold  was  at  Stratford,  and  his  abode  in  Lon- 
dog,  during  particular  feafons,  it  will  follow  j 
that  the  objeftor  again  foils  in  his  pofition. 

By  the  accelHon  of  King  James,  Shakfpearc 
acquired  fome  honour.  From  being  the  fer- 
vant  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  he,  and  his 
fellows,  became  immediately  the  fervants  of 
the  King  (A).  It  was  from  the  mere  favour 
of  James,  who  wilhed  to  pleafe  every  body, 
and  not  to  the  folicitatton  of  Lord  South- 
ampton, who  had  too  many  things  to  aik  for 
(/)  himfelf,  that  the  licenfe  was  granted  to 
Fletcher,  Shakfpeare,  and  other  players,  on 
the  19th  of  May  1603,  to  play  at  the  Globe, 
and  at  other  convenient  places,  within  any 
town.  And,  it  was  equally  commodious  for 
Shakfpeare  to  refide,  for  a  time,  in  the  Black- 
friars,  as  on  the  Bankfide.  Here  again  the 
objedlor  fails. — 

**  I  laugh,  when  thofe  who  at  the  rpev  are  bold, 

«  And  vent'rous,  if  that  fail  them,  fiirink  and  fear." 

But,  the  public  accufer  will  neither  fhriiik, 
nor  fear,  when  he  engages  to  invalidate  the 

(i)  Gilbert  Dugdalc's  Time  Triumphant  1604,  fig.  B. 

(/')  Mr.  Malonc  lays,  that  the  licenfe  was  procured, 
«  witliout  doubt,  by  the  favour  of  the  Earl  of  Soulhampton." 
[Inquiry,  214.]  It  would  require  much  ftronger  evidence, 
than  mere  aficrtion,  to  fatisfyme  of  the  truth  of  this  pofitioni 
fo  doubtful,  aod  fo  improbBble.  do  T  ^ink  it. 

^     .  dceci 
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deed  of  gift  to  Ireland ;  by  (howing,  that,  as 
Shakfpeare  could  fwim,  be  owed  no  obligation 
to  his  faviour :  And,  he  proves,  that  Shak- 
fpeare could  {i)  fwim,  by  faying,  that  the  poet 
could  defcribe  the  ufeful  art  of  fwimming ; 
as  if,  by  parity  of  reafon,  the  dramatift  were 
able  to  create  the  cliffs  of  Dover  : — 

"  Mark,  and  perform  it,  fec'fl  diou  1  for  the  &tl 

*'  Of  any  point  in't  fhall  not  only  be 

"  Death  to  ihyfdf  1  but " 

Notwithftanding  this  denunciation,  we  are* 
from  vague  conjeiSure,  once  more  carried 
back  (/)  to  verbal  difquifitiortt  which,  in  this 
Inquiry,  are  not  long  feparated  from  each 
other.  The  feamen's  word  upfet,  which  they 
ufe  colloquially,  it  feems,  to  exprefs  one  of 
the  many  modes  of  Ihipwreck,  the  public 
accufer  could  not  find  in  Johnfon's  dictionary, 
nor  indeed  in  any  book  (w)  :  Yet,  he  admits 
it  to  have  crept  into  our  language ;  though  he 
cannot  tell  when.  It  has  been  faid,  by  John- 
fon,  that  the  naval  dialogue  of  tbe  Tempeji  is 
perhaps  the  firfl  example  of  failor's  language, 
exhibited  on  the  ftage.  If  this  creative  ge- 
nius firfl;  introduced  the  naval  dialogue  of  our 

(i)  Inquiry,  117.  (/)  lb.  aig. 

{m)  In  Eliot's  di^onary,  printed  by  Bcrthelet,  i545i 
^  word  tverto  is  tendered  **  to  tourne  up  Jit  downe." 

dramatic 
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dramatic  colloquy,  is  k  improbable,  that  he 
may  have  adopted  uffett  either  by  dtfign,  or 
cbaiKC.  If  it  be  probable,  that  he  found  the 
word  on  the  Bankfide,  or  in  Eliot's  didionary, 
a  Jii/piciottt  arifing  from  negative  argumeot, 
will  not  deprive  the  finder  of  the  advantage 
of  his  difcovery.  When  an  accident  happens, 
feys  Mr.  Mafone,  to  a  boat  from  the  mif- 
management  of  a  fail,  or  the  force  of  the 
wind,  the  boat  is  faid  to  be  over- turned  {n) : 
No :  failors,  and  philologers,  would  ufe,  on 
fuch  an  accident,  the  appropriate  term,  over' 
fet,  which  means  to  turn  bottom  {0)  upwards; 
but  the  word  overturn^  fay  Johnfon,  and  Afli, 
means  to  throw  down ;  to  topic  down ;  to 
fubvert ;  to  ruin  ;  and,  from  Milton,  to  over- 
power i  to  conquer.  He  is  not  more  lucky 
in  his  conclufion,  where  his  obfervation  is 
founded  in  fatS:,  rather  than  philology : — 
•*  Here  therefore,"  fays  he,  *'  we  findanacct- 
"  dent  not  very  likely  to  happen  on  the  Tbams, 
"  'where  we  Jeldom  have  Juch  boijierous  loaveSf 
**  cxprcffed  by  a  word  unknown  in  our  lan- 
"  guagc  for  above  a  century  afterwards  (p)." 
If  we  examine,  however,  the  records  of  the 
drama,  we  fhall  find,  that  tbe  faff  docs  not 

(n)  Inquiry,  220.      (*)  See  Johnfon,  andAfli,  in  ^(c*. 
Ip)  Inquirj",  220. 
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of  Chapoiani  Johnfon,  and  Marfton,  which 

w^  printed,  in  1605^  we  may  ice,  in  the 

Icencs  of  real  life,  *'  what  prankes  the  Thames 

"  plaies  in  her  defpcrate  luaacy."    Let  us 

feledl  an  example  by"  way  of  illuftration  of 

the  fubjedl : — 

EnUr  Drawer. 

«  Drawer  :  Sir  PetroncI ;  Here's  one  of  youi'  wMer- 
men  come  to  tell  you,  it  will  be  flood  die<e  three 
howeres ;  and  that  it  will  be  dangerous  gowing 
againft  the  tide  :  For,  the  fkie  is  overcaft ;  and 
there  was  a  porpifce,  even  now  feen  at  London- 
bridge,  which  is  always  the  mellcnger  oftempcfts, 
he  fayes. 

Petronel  :  A  porpifce  !  what's  that  to  th*  purpofe  I 
Charge  him,  if  hee  love  his  life,  to  attend  ui : 
Can  we  not  reach  BbckwaU  (where  mj  (hip  liet) 
againft  the  tide,  and  in  fpight  of  tempefts  ?— > 
Captain  Seagull ;  charge  a  boat. 

Omnes :     A  boat,  a  boat,  a  boat.  [Bxtmt. 

Drawer:  Y'are  inapropcrtaking  indeedtotakeaboat; 
efpedallf  at  this  time  (rf  night,  and  againft  tide, 
and  tempell. 

Enter  Securitle. 

Securide :  What,  Winny  I  wife,  I  fay !  out  of  dores,  at 
this  time  {  where  Ihould  I  (eclc  the  gadflie  ?  She's 
gone  with  die  Knight: — woe  be  to  thee Billiogf- 
gate  :  A  boatey  a  btatty  a  beatty  a  full  bunJrtd 
markSy  far  a  boat  (q)  / 

{q)  In  this  duU  parody  on  Richard's  btrftj  we  lee  another 
malignant  ftroke  of  Ben  Johnfon,  at  gtnllt  Sbakfpeart  i 
Fhich  has  not  been  generally  oUerved. 

The 
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The  porpifce  was  for  once  a  true  prophet 
as  itfeemeth.  SHtgut  entering  with  a  poire  of 
pxe-bomeSy  early  in  the  morning,  defcribcs 
what  he  beheld : 

Slitgut :    Up  then.  Heaven,  and  St.  Lukr>  blefle  roe,  diat 

1  be  not  blown  into  the  Thames,  as  I  clime  this 

tree,  that  ii  all  fruit  and  /»  Uavesy  with  this  fu- 

rious  ttmptj}.    Lorde  \  what  a  coyle  die  Thames 

.  keeps  ;  Ihe  bears  fome  unjuft  burden,  I  believe, 

that  fhc   kicks,   and  curvets,  tiius,  to  call  it : 

Heaven  bldTe  all  honcft  paOengers,  that  are  upon 

her  back  now ;  for,  the  bitte  is  out  of  her  mouth, 

I  fee,  and  (hce  will  run  away  with  tbcm.   Oh  mc ! 

here's  a  boate  has  been  caft  away,  hard  by :  Alas, 

alas,  (ee  one  of  her  paflengers  labouring  for  his  life. 

We  now  perceive,  in  this  dramatic  hiftory^ 

that  the  Thames  fometimes  heeps  a  ctyle ; 

that  a  furious  tempeA  will  arife,  when  the 

porpoife  foretels  it  j  that  when  drunken  men, 

and  naughty  women,  will  take  boat  againft 

the  tide,  and  in  fpight  of  tempefls,  the  rude 

Thames  will  '*  plaie  prankes  in  her  defperatc 

"  lunacie."    Here,  is  the  very  tempeft,   for 

'  aught  that  appears,  which  upfet  Shakfpeare, 

which  called  forth  the  benevolence  of  Ireland, 

and  which  prompted  Shakfpeare.  to  exhibit  a 

fpecimen  of  his  gratitude,   in  his  deed  of 

'gift(r)to  the  never-to-be-forgotten  iaviour 

of  his  life. 

But, 

[r)  Let  no  minute  critic,  in  order  to  fix  an  anacbroniCn 
•n  die  face  of  this  cmncidence,  remark,  that  Eajlward  Hat 
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But,  the  public  accufer  will,  however,  be 
more  lucky  in  his  fcarch  for  the  fiimily  of 
him,  who,  by  faving  Shakfpearc,  gladdened 
life.  William  Ireland  he  eafily  finds  ;  but, 
William  Henry  Ireland  he  cannot  find.  He 
bcAows  much  unfuccefsful  pains  "  to  ihow 
"  that  in  the  beginning  of.  the  laft  century, 
"  and  long  afterwards,  perfons  of  the  firft 
"  rank  in  England  were  contented  with  one 
"  Cbriftian  name,  though  this  haberdaflier  in 
*'  the  Blackfriars  has  been  decorated  with 
*'  two  (j)."  The  heirs  apparent  of  the  crown, 

ins  printed,  in  1605,  or  calculate,  by  an  algebraical  ope- 
ration, that  the  year  1605,  is  fubfcquent  to  1604.:  f'he 
1^  is,  dial  dtough  Eajhvard  Hoe  was  printed,  in  1605,  it 
was  aded  at  the  BUtcifriers  fomctimc  before,  and  the  tem- 
pcft  muft  have  fet  tlic  Thames  in  a  c^lt,  before  tht  publilh- 
ing,  the  adtng,  or  the  inditing  of  the  co;ni.die  :  For,  as  the 
pro/egui  of  it  well  obfcrvcs ;  "  thtr's  no  effeft,  where  thor's 
**  no  caufe."  The  only  difference,  in  thoTs  coincident  events, 
undoubted]^  is,  that  the  voyage  of  Petronel  and  Seagull 
was  from  BiUing%|atc  to  Blackwall,  dewnn  Thames ;  while 
ihe  voyage  of  ShakTpeare  and  Ireland  was  upp  Thames  from 
filackfryers  to  fiattcrfi;!.  TTiere  is  another  coincidence, 
which  is  worthy  of  notice  :  Shalcfpeate  recites  in  his  deed 
of  gift  ;  "  having  with  inye  goode  freynde  ^lafterre  Wil- 
■'  liam  Henry  Ireland,  andotheires /i»'»^(«.-"  Nowj  in 
Eajhvard  Hot  it  is  laid  i  "  I  believe  yee  were  drown'd  in  a 
"  tavern  before,  or  els  you  would  never  have  teit  Beat,  in 
"  fnch  a  dawning  as  this  was." 

(r)  Inquiry,  226-7-S-9. 

'   "    *     ,  Henry, 
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Henry,  and  Charles,  he  adds,  could  boaft  of 
no  fuch  diftmftion  (r).  He  means  to  ftake 
his  credit,  as  a  philological  antiquary^  upon 
<hc  affumption,  tfiat  two  taptifmai  names  were 
mtpraedentedt  in  that  age. 

Now,  upon  this  curiotis  point  of  wir  ar- 
-chaxilogy,  I  join  iflue  with  him.  In  the 
paioiiilnefs  of  hi«  fearcb,  he  feems  to  have 
forgotten,  that  there  is  fuch  a  book  as  Ccm- 
Jen's  Rem^m :  He  appears  to  have  alfo  for- 
gotten, that  Camden  had  already  treated  of 
<his  fubjed,  with  his  ufnal  judgment,  and 
4iiodefty*  The  various  events  of  time  pro- 
duced, in  the  fucceffion  of  ages,  a  variety  of 
names.  Chriftianity  introduced  the  names  of 
virtuoBS  perfons,  for  the  purpofe  of  worthy 
example.  Succeeding  ages,  little  regarding  the 
admonirioa  oi  tbi  Fathers,  recalled  names  of 
luihapj^y  diiafter.  The  re&rmation  brought 
^  the  baptifmal  appellations  of  Zachaty* 
iVlalachy,  Jofias,  with  other  names  of  ibrip- 
ttiral  recommendation.  During  the,  reign  of 
£lisabetfa«  it  became  cuftomary  in  England, 
though  not  in  other  £ur(^>ean  nations,  to  give 
ibmames  for  names  of  baptifm.  But,  fayc 
Camden,  *•  two  Cbrijimn  names  are  rare^  in 
•^  England  :   I  oply  remember  now  hifi  nu- 

4r)  lo^uiry,  p.  2*9. 

*  je%. 
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••  jefly.  ^vho  was  named  Charles  James,  as 
•'  the  prince  his  fon,  Henry  Frederick ;  and, 
"  among  private  men,  Thomas  Maria  Wing<- 
"  field,  and  Sir  Thomas  Pofthumous  Hob- 
"  ley  (a)."  But,  the  faft  is,  that  two  Chrif- 
tian  names  were  not  then  fa  rarty  as  Camden, 
with  his  ufual  circumfpe6lion,  conceived.  On 
the  7th  of  May  1603,  Thorns  Pope  Blount 
was  knighted  at  Theobalds.  In  the  fecond 
charter,  which  King  James,  granted  to  the 
Virginia  company,  in  1609,  among  many 
perfons,  Robert  Earl  of  Salifbnry  is  the  firft, 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Safifblk,  is  the  fecond,  and 
Henry,  Earl  of  Southampton,  is  the  third, 
may  be  feen  Robert  Hildebrand  Sprin/hn,  and 
Edward  Maria  Wingfield  (y).  In  the  coun- 
cil-regifter,  1596,  may  be  found  Miles  David 
Miles;  and,  in  the  regifter  of  1592,  Watkia 
John  Thomas.  But,  thefe  inftances  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  prove,  that  double  names  of  baptifni 
were  not  wholly  tmprecedentedt  in  the  age  of 
^kfpeare,  and  Ireland  (w).  And  thus,  have 
I  refcued 

(a)  I  quote  from  the  fourth  imprcffion  of  Camden's  Re- 
mains, in  16x9:  The  iirft  edidoii  was  publlfhed,  I  believe, 
in  16 1 4. 

{y)    Stitb's  Hid.  of  Virginia,  the  Appx.  N'  ii. 

(w]  Dawiridgt-cmrt  Belchier  publiflied,  in  1618,  an 
interiuder 
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I  relcucd  Camden,  and  the  truth,  from  the 
critical  claws  of  the  public  accufer.  The 
critic  has,  indeed,  retrafted  his  alTertion,  with 
regafd  to  Henry  Frederick,  the  Prince  of 
Wales  (jc).  But,  having  ouce  opened  the  win- 
dow of  his  mind,  he  could  not  prevent  the  eyes 
of  the  curious  from  feeing  the  furniture  within. 
The  public  accufer  will  be  more  fortunate, 
perhaps,  and  not  lefs  perfevering,  in  his  next 
objeftion.  The  fpelling,  and  phrafeology,  of 
Shakfpeare's  time  was  the  BIack/>yerj,  iays  he, 
and  not  the  Blacly^-izrj  (y).  Ea/iward  Hoe, 
which  was  publiihed  in  1 605,  was  played  in  the 
Black/r«rj-  by  the  children  of  her  maje%'8 
revels.     In   Wicklyffc's  Treatife  againft    the 

interlude,  called  Ham  Beerfot :  But,  how  many  names  Mr. 
Belchier  bad,  I  know  not  Sec  the  Rolls  of  Parliament, 
vol.  iii.  p.  400,  for  a.  very  curious  colle^on  of  names. 

{x)  In  Birch's  life  of  Prince  Henry,  p.  6-7-8,  anti- 
quaries had  read  the  ceremonial  of  die  bapcifm  of  Frederick 
Henry,  Henry  Frederick,  the  heir  apparent  of  James  ift; 
which  names  being  three  times  repeated  by  the  bilhop,  were 
diui  proclaimed  by  the  heralds,  with  the  found  of  trumpetsi 
yet,  the  rq>eC)tion  of  the  bifhop,  tOe  voice  of  the  heralds,  the 
clangor  of  the  trumpets;  all  did  not  preferve  the  name 
of  Henry  Frederick,  in  Jame  meimrits.  From  various 
autographs,  it  appears,  that  he  ufually  fidtfcribed  bis  name 
f.H»t,ry,  P. 

{y)  Inquiry,  222. 
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order  oi{z)friarSt  which  was  printed,  in  1608, 
may  be  feen  four  varieties,  which  preclude 
all  pretence  to  uniformity  of  fpelling,  in  Shak- 
fpeare's  time.  Here  again  he  fails  inhisob- 
j^ftion. 

The  public  accuier^  will  now  produce  ati 
objc^on,  which,  as  he  will  doubtlefs  main- 
tain it  by  £ti3;,  rather  than  aHertioOf  may  not 
Ite  eafily  anfwcred.  He  quotes  from  the  deed 
of'gift,  the  following  paiTage,  for  the  fake  of 
the  points  {  "  for  the  which  fervice  I  doo 
•*  herebye  give  hym  as  foUowithe  ! ! !"  And, 
he  adds,  "  No  punftuation  whatfoever  is  em- 
"  ployed  in  deeds  {a)"  Nayj  the  deeds^ 
which  are  publifhed  by  himfelf,  in  his  ^  In- 
"  quiry,"    Appendix  No.  Il,  IH,  and  IV; 

(x)  In  p.  23,  Fn'orsi  in  p.34i  Frwrej  inp.  ijj  Fi^n^; 
and  in  p,  31,  Frjron.  John  LcyUadc's  Labarymfi  yournrf 
was  to  be  Ibkl.  in  1 549,  at  die  lign  td  the  Cr owne  next  nnto 
die  Whjte  frfeari-^te.  In  Fenn's  Letters  we  haye  Black 
fttyrf^  smd  Grey  firecrs.  In  die  Inquiry,  16S,  Mr:  Malone 
rcTumes  this  objefiion  \  fzying  that  this  word^  or  rather  two 
words,  was  cenfiantlj  written  Black-fr^^rs.  Yetj  iti  John 
Koiden's  map^  1593,  we  hareBlact  fn>is,  Whyte  tr/fra.-^ 
During  thofe  times,  we  hare  in  the  council -regifters,  aittri 
nately,  Blackfrjrtfrs,  and  Blaclcfr^^s, 

(o)  Inquiry,  2311  And  as  to  theCe  notes  of  admiratioir, 
he  add«i  "  of  which  even  the  printed  boolcs  of  fonner  tim« 
•"  fiiriulh  no  example."     [Sec  the  note  in  p.  23  f.] 
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with  regular  puntSuation,  difprove  hi?  own  af- 
fertion.  The  various  inftruments  in  Weft's 
Sytriboleographie  are  copioufly  pointed  {b).  If 
be  mean  to  affert,  that  printed-books  of  former 
times  furnifh  no  example  of  notes  of  admira* 
ticm,  his  aflerlion  will  be  found  to  be  equ^ljr 
groundlcfs.  The  Eaftward  Hoe  of  r6o  j  has 
points  of  aditiiratioii ;  ^he  ff^keh  of  Middle-* 
ton,during^the  fome  agcj  has  notes  of  admi-i 
ration  :  And,  Sliakfpearc  is  not  without  nbtts 
ctf  admiration  {c).     The  public'  aficufer  thur 

,  (b)  The  followkig  CDiftn^  which  19  an  iirigiiuj  paper  ia, 
mypofleffion,  is  pointed  thus:  '*  Articles  of  s^reement  made 
**  between  the  Right  worfliipful  Sir  John  Hart  And  Sir 
**  Richard  Martin  Knights  and  AlderOicn  at  London  for  Ac 
i*  toie  payment  of  flight  -hundred  pourtds  d'^  unto.  ^ttt\  iui 
^  Sir  John  by  Ae  {aid  Sir  Richard :  1 1  In  manner  foUow- 
**  ing  vik:  |>|"  Here^  tlich,  are  finulor  pbmt»  te  Sfask- 
^KBrc's,  which  Sout  at  the  gr6undle0alfartiG>a  of  AfpHxAi- 
tttim  wbat/ievtr  it  tmflsytd  in  Sttdt, '  See  tkic  oo^tnift 
hereafter:  and  fee  a  mote  of  hind  hereafter,  V/hah  is  alio 
pointed  in  a  ivmilat  manrier.  In  1613,  Alexander  Cookt, 
the  i^Bjer,  wrate  his  laft  triL  with  hit  turn  b^ti^i  tuid 
pmnted  irin  a  fimilar  manner :  '*-Or  vrttadbCverf^mfaitis 
«  aUtlK  world|||  Titt$  is  my  laft  wilt  lilul  tdtsmmt  {  ( 
**  have  fet  to  nyhand,  Alex:  Cooke  •  " 

(()  Inquiry,  p.  231 :  ^O  God  of  love!  O  Jay  untoward- 
**  ly  turned !  O jnifdiief  fttangely  thwarting !  O  ptngue  right 
^  well  prevented  1"  [Much  Ado  About  Nothing,  ttoo,  in 
3»ecvcns'S  twenty  quar^  plays.] 
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iails  egregiouily,  in  objedlng  to  points,  and 
notes  of  admiration. 

He  is  at  kll  reiblvcd,  after  fo  many  ^ilufts, 
to  &il  rio  more.  The  piiblic^  accdfer  now 
proceeds  to  tell  us  how  Shakfpeare,  had  he 
ever  mentioned  his  hiftorical  play  of  Henry 
the  ^th  would  have  written  it ;  not  as  we 
find  it  here,  but  ^t,  as  ho  hiai{e\f  un^ue^ion- 
aihf  fronounce/i  the  wordi  and  as  half  the  peo* 
p1e<^  England  pronounce  it,  at  this  day  (</). 
What  is  this,  but  aflliming  to  tell,  what 
cannot  ndw  be  told,  how  Shaklpeare  fpoke, 
tnd  wrote  the  Word  fifth  !  Nor,  does  the  ir- 
regular praftice  erf"  the  times  warrant  his  af- 
fumptibn  (f).  And,  of  courfe^  he  once  more 
&ils  in  ati  ohjei3ion>  which  was  hazarded, 
with  all  the  iirmnefs  of  infallibility. 

From  fiich  topics,  with  regard  to  writing, 

{i)   InOooge's  Zadiait  o/Llfi,  1576,  p.  61,  we  may  ' 
fte  the  Ji/iht  broke  j  in  the  Patact  if  FUafurf^  yoJ.  ii.  the 

f^Kovelli  in  the  Flnutri  tf  Eloqiuat  fpeech^  1581,  fign^ 
I,  cciiii,  \!Mffib  aA ;  in  Newton's  Scncc^  isSi,  Ukto 
ii  iiejlflhi  uag^tani  thfC fifih  trigedf.  In  Florio's  Stt9n4 
fratiif  I59i,we  have,  p.  65,  HK^ftb  chapter.  In  Dny- 
Wn'iftaa,  161 3,  we  have^  in  his  Baroifs  ff^ari,  the  fifth 
booke..  In  the  firft  edition  of  the  play  of  Henry  Vth,  Ac 
WDfd  is  accidentally  fift :  But,  the  fecond  folio  edition  oA 
Siakrpeare's  dramas,  1632,  has  yS)fl£,  and  ^j  alternately. 

S  2  pointing. 
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'  pointing,,  and  conveyancing,  we  are  plunged 
into  the  contentious  abyfs  of  copy-right.  The 
public  accufer  difputes  the  right  of  Shakfpeare 
to  his  own  plays  :  Oqr  poet^  having  already 
"  fold  to  the  theatre  the  enumerated  plays, 
**  according  to  the  conftant  praftice  of  that 
"  XwoK-jbadm  profer.tywhatfoever  intbemij')^ 
Shakfpeare  does  not  give  to  Ireland  the  right 
o£ aSing  his  plays,  which  having  already  con- 
veyed to  the  theatre t  he  does  not  pretend  ■  to 
reclaim.  The  right,  of  jftrMft»^,  the  poet  flill 
feferved,  for  aught  that  appears :  Nor,  will 
rights  ever  be  fuppofed  to  be  furrendered, 
till  their  conveyance  be  iliown  by  documents. 
It  is  incontrovertibly  certain,  that  Shakfpeare 
did  polTefs,  till  his  dying  day,  the  right  of 
printing  his  dramatic  works  (g).    .Heminge, 

(/)  Inquiry,  134. 

{g\  Hear  what  the  firft  editors  of  hts  dramas,  lay  upon 
the  point,  in  oppofition  toMr.  Malone:  **lt  bad  been  a 
**  thing,  fay  they,  in  their  Preface,  worOiie  to  have  been 
"  wifhe'd,  that  die  author  had  lived  to  ftt  forth,  and  over 
"  fcene  his  Ownc  writings ;  but  {ince  it  hath  been  orctained 
**  otherwife,  aiid  he,  by  death,  departed  from  that  right,  we 
"  pray  you  do  not  envy  his  friends  the  oiEce  of  their  care 
"  and  palnc,  to  have  coUtHed  and  puhlijbed  them ;  and  fo  to 
*'  have  publifht  them,  as  where  [befote]  yotl  were  abuled 
t<  writh  divers  flolne  and  furrepticious  copies,  maimed  and 
"  deformed  by  the  frauds  and  itealths  of  injurious  impoAor^ 
•'  tliat  expofwl  them."  '  ' 

and 
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and  Condell,  the  firft  editors,  acknowledge 
this  right  in  him  ;  and  their  recogmtim  ought 
to  prevent  any  editor  of  the  prefent  day,  from 
alTerting,  in  contradiction  to  it,  that  he  bad  no 
property  whatjoever  in  bis  own  writings.  Eight 
judges,  with  Lord  Mansfield,  at  their  head, 
were  of  opinion,  that  Shakfpeare  had  a  right, 
a  common-law  right,  in  the  produdions  of  his 
own  genius  {b).  Sucking  lawyers,  however, 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  poet  bad  no  right 
vbatfoevert  in  his  own  dramas ;  though  it  be 
admitted  that,  he  did,  in  faCt,  fell  them,  for  a 
Special  purpofe  (/). 

Yet  i  would  I  knew  that  Jiroke  would  prove 
the  worji  !  But,  the  public  accufer  is  ready  to 
give  a  death's-blow  to  the  deed  of  gift. 
"  The  indorfement  before  us,  containing  the 
**  year  of  the  king's  reign  in  EngliOi,  inftead 
"  of  Latin,  is  a  decifive  proof  of  forgery  j 
"  and  the  two  words  "  2  James,"  are  as  fotal, 
"  on  the  qutfide  as  William-Henry  are  within 
'*  Uiis  inftrument  (i)."  In  this  manner,  is  it 
Ihown,  that  the  EngUfli  fcribble  of  Ireland,  ft 
haberdalher,  who  kept  a  ihop  in  the  Black- 
friars,  nullified  his  own  dccd(/).     In  con- 

(£]'  Bkcfcft.  Com.  Edit.  Cbnftian,  vol.  ti.  p.  4. 

(i)  Inquiry,  236.        (-*)  lb.  237.        {t)  lb.  221-4r 

S  3  firolatioQ 
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firmation  of  this  dodrinc.  the  public  acca^ 
quotes  Co.  Litt.  Hargfave's  edit,  to  proyti 
that  an  obvious  anacbronifm  wlU  prove  the 
fraudulcnce  oi a4aub^ul deed.  Littelton,  Coke> 
ftAd  Hargrave,  arc  authorities  enow,  to  proves 
Jelf-evident  politioa.  But,  we  are  bcibie  the 
jury,  upon  queftior.s  of/i^.  The  public  ac- 
eufer  has  employed  th^ee  ^yS/ir  of  his  Inquiry 
to  fix  palpable  anachronifms  upon  the  Mtf- 
cellaneous  Papers,  Four  j^^j  of  this  Apology 
are  occupied,  fuccefsfully,  I  truft,  in  proving, 
that  his  pretended  anachronifms  have  neither 
folidity  of  argument,  nor  aqthenticity  of  fed, 
to  fupport  them,  in  their  ptemlfes,  orconclu- 
fions.  Thus  much,  then,  for  the  ".  ifnrtai 
mocieriis"  of  the  public  ac<:ufcr  (w). 

We  arc  now  arrived,  as  it  feems,  "  widiin 

."  fight  of  knd."  After  difpatching  Shak- 
fpeare's  tributary  lines  tp  Ireland;  the  t)/>w  of 
Ireland' s  bouje  i  and  the  portraits  of  Bajknio 

,^nd  Slykci  j  we  have  only  three  or  four  deeds 

.(o  examiae  (n). 

.     With  regard  to  the  tributary  lines  oi  Sbak- 

Jpeare  to  Ireland,  the  public  accijfer  affures  us, 
on  the  fincere  word  of  an  intelligent  roan,  that 
there  is  not  a  young  lady  of  fifteen,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  that  would  not,  after  reading  her 

(jky  See  Inquiry,  138.  f)  Id- 

•+  firft 
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fa9t  aorel,  pfoduce  fomethmg  more  in  charac- 
tQf.  Of  the  competency  of  thp  miHes  ia 
Great  Bi'itaio*  and  in  Ireland.  I  pretend  not  to 
judge :  They  sre  alh  no  doubt,  fahfac'd  and 
fomfordfor  fb^  ygfrt:  But,  I  will  prefume» 
tbat  a  had  joJtet  even  if  exprelTed  in  terfer 
Eogliih,  than  the  public  accufer's,  does  not 
jBiouot  to  good  prwff  in  any  court  of  h.ftt  Ql 
court  of  criticifm. 

)Afi  13  Qosr determined  to  debtee  "  ^e  view 
**  of  MRAerre  Irelande's  houfe,"  by  more 
fuhfUntial  means*  than  a  bad  Joke,  inelegantly  ' 
cs^reiTed.  The  only  objedlion  to  it  is,  ".that 
"  the  word  v^t  in.  the  fcnfe  of  a  delineation 
**  of  any  Qtije<%,  was  unfortunately  wholly  ««- 
"  hwwa  to  Our  aacefion  ((?)."  Yet,  of  the 
twelve  fenfes,  which  Johnfon  afHgns  to  the 
word  viewt  the  firft  fenfe  is  proffeSi :  and,  for 
this  fenfe,  he  quotes  Shakfpeare's  Cymbe-^ 
line:-r- 

«  I  .1   I  ■—  you  fliould  tread  a  courie 
«  Pntly  and  full  of  viey>  ;**— 

yet,  feys  Mr.  Mialone,  fhe  word  view,  in  this 
ieafe,  is  fo  cpmpletely  modern,  that  it  is  not 
found  in  any  of  the  vocabularies,  which  I  have 
picntioned  in  the  courfe  of  this  Inquiiy  (^), 
,     .  Wc 

(»)  Inquiryt  239. 

[^)  Inquiry,  140 ;   He  would  nottarehawrMAiB  ob- 
S  4  fervation, 
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Wc  now,  perceive,  from  this  view^  that  Mf. 
Malone  looks  into  •uscabulartes,  and  not  into 
the  body  of  our  language,  for  his  examples. 
If  he  will  allow  mc,  I  will  quote  a  book, 
which  he  certainly  ha$  in  his  library,  and . 
which  will  doubttefs  give  him  fatisfa^tion  i 
See  Maloue's  Shakfpeare,  1790,  vol.  i.  part  i. 
p.  80  :  *f  A  view  of  Valiaunce,  trapflated  froia 
"  Rutilius  Rufus,  by  Thomas  Newton  1 580 :" 
And  yet,  fays  Mr.  Malonc,  the  word  vkw,  as 
now  ufed  ioipro/pcB  came  to  us  from  the  French, 
in  thp  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  (^). 
But,  of  fuch  hallucinations  enough  I  His 
apology  is,  that  thofe  fabrications  were  foonded 
on  archetypes,  which  were  furniflicd  by  the 
edition  of  Shakfpeare,  publi/hed  in  (r)  1790* 
[byhimfelf]. 

Of 

fervation,  if  he  had  looked  into  Leigh's  Seiejia  of  Surveying^ 
1 577,  Sign.  I.  I. }  wherein  he  would  have  been  inftnided^ 
*'  How  a  furveyor  fhould  take  a  pcrfeflc  vinu  of  a  man- 
**  DDur  •"  and,  in  the  fubfequent  page,  he  might  have  feeo; 
"  The  towne  of  Dale  j  the  view  of  the  Mannour  rf  Dale'} 
'f  taken  the  x.  day  of  May,  the  xiiii  yere  of  the  raign  of 
*'  King  Heiiry  the  eight-V 

■    (f)  Inqiiin',  241. 

(r)  In  f2.£t,  Johnfon  regards  vlrw^  in  one  of  its  fenfes,  at 
zfrofpefi;  and  profpt^,  as  i  view:  They  are  lb  fyitsnimous, 
t|j8t  neither  he,  nprAfl)^  can  cafily  feparaW  tbejr  various 
^.    _,_ '  '  ,  fiudc^ 
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Of  the  prints  of  Bajfanio^  and  S&y/oci,  he 
pretends  not  to  judge :  But,  he  Se/teves  them 
to  be  fpurious ;  as  he  has  been  told,  "  they 
"  are  manifeftly  waftied  drawings  of  a  recent 
"  date.'*  Here  again  he  foils ;  unlefs  we  ad- 
mit his  belief  for  proofj  and  allow  ourfelvef 
to  be  convinced  of  fraud  ;  becaufe  he  is  now 
willing,  from  bearfcy  to  let  Relief  take  bold  of 
iim. 

In  this  believing  mood,  the  public  accufer 
examines  the  agreement  between  SbakJ^eare 
ttA  Lowme{s).  This  contradV  comes  into 
court,  hkc  other  deeds,  with  every  fair  ap- 
pearance of  unfufpicious  genuincnefs.  The 
folemnities,  which  accompany  it,  bring  with 
them  all  the  probabilities  of^truth  :  And,  this 
contrail,  being  an  ancient  deed,  muft  be  ad- 
mitted, in  every  court  of  criticifm,  as  it  would 
be,  in  every  court  of  common-law,  to  prove 
it&lf,  from  the  energies  of  its  own  evidence. 

Aides  of  lignificatton.-  Yet,  Mr.  Malone  can  do  this,  fo 
accly,  diat  heniayexclaim  with  John  Derrick,  in  7^/ /mi9>fe 
iflrilam^f  a  poem,  dtviftd  by  him,  in  157S,  and  publiihed 
1111581: — 

■  Lo  Lordynges  {  here  the  irmght, 

■<  Sett  out  in  f/M  •aruit  t 
"  For,  by  inftniftiaiii,  I  im  taught,        , 
■  "  F«lfc  forgyngM  to  efchewe," 


(t)  Inq.iiry,  2441 


Yet. 
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Yet,  is  the  public  accufcr  ready  to  ^ring 
/crwarti  his  fpeciil  objciajons,  which  be  wUl 
make  out,  with  the  clcamefs  of  demonftration, 
and  fiipport,  with  the  firmncfs  of  truth.  Hi» 
firft  fAjfftion  is  to  the  cxprcffion  Iring  forn 
^ar4»  which  is  daiJy  fccn,  at  brcakfkft,  in  the 
play  bills  j  but,  he  leaves  it  to  « the  pariifata 
"  ojibefemanufcripts"  to  afcertain  bow  <ifl^»; 
this  exprcffioa  was  firft  brought  forward  (/), 
The  wit,  the  logic,  the  demonftration  of  his 
thruft  fends  it  through  and  through :  But,  he 
wUl  kill  outright  wiih  his  fccond  thruA.  The 
lume  of  Lowiti  was  never  written  Lowine,  ts 
it  is  exhibited  in  this  deed  (k)  :  Yet,  with  the 
iuDc  da(h  of  his  pen,  he  produces  a  document, 
which  fn-oves,  that  there  was  no  unifonnity  id 
the  fpclling  of  Lowine's  (y)  namei  and,  con- 
fcquently,  if  there  were  »"  rule,  there  could  be 

(0  Inquiry,  245.  (»)  Inquirj^aso. 

fy)  <' Lent  unto  J(di;i£nc)>ft,  the  1 2th  March  i6oz,ni)ea 
■*  be  went  into  the  costrey  to  pfaye  v  Qiillingt,"  Iiii)yii^ 
250;  which  quot^  Henflowc'a  MS.  t^egifter>r-I  thinlc  t 
have  rcL'n  the  tume  of  this  pcrfonage  in  the  council-rcgiftcrs 
of  the  15  March  15S9-90,  fpelled  Lauhon.  The  name} 
however^  may  have  Jieen  John  Xaiihan);  as  thccc  is  a bhir  in 
the  book.  And  in  a  liil  of  the  \iorA  Chamberlain's  war- 
rants, 1633,  in  die  paper  office,  he  is  called  iMvtn.  It  is 
■  then,  abfurrf,  to  found  an  obje^ion  on  an  unifermity  'f  fftl- 
Un^y  which  did  nw,  in  faS,  exill. 
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fu  JeviathH,  Speak  ottf  Sir;  I  dare  your  nearfi 
t^eBions  I  He  goes  on  to  obje^,  that  in 
f6o8,the  epoch  of  this  agreement  with  Shak- 
fpeare,  Lowine  was  low  in  his  profeffion,  an4 
poor,  in  {its  circumAances :  And,  from  thefe 
b&s,  he  infers  the  improbability  of  his  hiring 
himfelf  to  Shakfpeare.  In  confirmation  of 
this  inference,  he  (w)  aflerts,  that  Lowine, 
**  without  doubt,  had  a  half  ihare,  or  fbme 
*•  other  portion  of  one,  even  in  1 608  {x) :" 
And,  from  this  aHertion,  he  infers  this  to  be 
*«  a  fatal  circomftancc  for  the  deed  before  us.'* 
Naf ;  if  yoQ  will  but  allow  the  public  acoufer 
la&Jiand  and  his  lever,  he  will  ovcrfet  the  great 
gbbe  itfe^.  He  now  takes  his  ftand,  with  his 
Jerer ;  and  he  produce*  a  geQUfne  %ge  cea* 

{w)  Inquuy,253. 

{*)  'If  we  may  believe  ^e  date  (^  hi;  pidifre,  Lowin,  was 
^orn  in  1576;  and  he  died  on  the  8th  of  March  1658-9.  In 
the  lad  period,  which  intervened,  Lowin  partook  of  theiTari- 
ousmisfoctuncsof  the  times:  From  tiie  loweQ commence* 
B>ent  *s  a  player,  about  the  year  1600,  he  role,  in  diirtjr 
yeus,  to  the  top  afhis  profcffion:  In  1632,  there  were  iflued* 
^  To  Jo.  Leivtn  and  the  reft  of  the  playera  for  a£ling 

*  twenty ftwr  plays i  three  atjif.20.  a  piece,-and  twenty  ons 

•  at  j^.  10. apiece — ^£.270."  [A  lift  of  thcLordCham- 
^rlain't  warrants  in  ihc  pq>er-office.]  From  tbis  document 
it  «Ieariy  appears,  that  the  fettled  price,  which  was  paid  in 
1631,  for  aAing  a  play  at  Hampton-court  was  ^.20,  and  at 
Whi*dull/;.io. 

trad 
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tra<a  of  this  very  period,  that  he  fays,  "  ren- 
•*■  ders  it  quite  unneceffary  to  fay  more  on 
"  this  part  of  the  fubjeft  {/)  :"  Yet,  this 
fiage  cmtraB\%  not  jietwcen  the  fame  parties; 
nor  does  it  contain  any  faift,  circumilance,  or 
point,  which  bears  upon  the  agreement  be- 
tween Shakfpeare  and  Lowine.  As  if  an  ana- 
chronifm  had  been  fixed  in  this  agreement, 
with  the  certainty  of  a  ftroke  of  death,  wc  arc 
told,  that  "  this  true  ftage  contradt  is  as  de- 
**  cifive  a  proof  of  the  forgery  as  can  be  con- 
"  ceived(s)."  Thus,  cafily,  doth  our  Ar- 
chimedes upfet  the  agreement  between  Shak- 
fpeare and  Lowine  I  Yet,  is  he  determined 
to  overturn  this  agreement  by  additional  proofs 
of  its  furgety :  The  fabricator  has  introduced 
into  this  contract  the  word  comfofition^  as  de- 
fcriptive  of  a  written  work;  which  he  believes 
it  did  not  tbenjignify  [a)  :  Spenfer,  indeed  ha$ 
the  word>  for  the  aift  of  compofing  a  work ; 
but  the  highefl  authority,  Dr.  Johnfon  couUi 
find  for  compofition,  with  the  iigniticacion  of  j 
^ookf  is  L'Eftrange  \b').  As  if  confcious  of 
fomc 

( jp)  Inquiry,  254-        .(»)  lb.  856.        (a)  lb.  256. 

{h)   lb.  157:  Mr.  Malone  is  continually  talking  of  what 

Dr.  Johnfon  eiiuld*ftnd\  as  if  our  great  lexicographer  had 

ever  looked  for  the  prccife  age  of  words }  or  hail  ever  giveti 

bioiletf 
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fome  deficiency,  he  faintly  acknowledges  the 
imfq^ility  oi  proving  a  [an]  umverfal  nega- 
tive :  But,  he  apprehends,  he  has  Brought  for- 
iporj  fuch  evidence;  as,  having  the  appear- 
ance of  truth,  may  be  received  as  fuch,  till 
fome  of  his  opponents  ihall  produce  the  con^ 
ttfied  words,  from  a  book  of  Shakfpeare's  age. 
When  he  finds  the  oar  too  weighty  for  his 
own  handling,  be  conilantly  attempts  to  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  his  opponents.  At  this  oar* 
will  I  tugg,  when  he  fball'  have  fattsjied  rea- 
fonahle  inquirers^  that  there  is  any  logic  in 
begging  the  qucftion ;  or  that  proof  is  con- 
tained in  aflcrtioQ ;  or  that  a  thoufand  fic- 
tions, how  nicely  ib  ev^r  tacked  together,  by 
iiifinuations,  and  fuppoles,  amount  to  one 
truth. 

In  this  abfurd  ilrain  it  is,  that  he  draws  the 
attention  to  Mafter  Lowinc's  feal  {c).  He 
(hrewdly  fafpefts,  that,  by  the  help  of  Herf- 

liimfelf  any  further  trouble  about  \vord$,  dian  taking  the  near- 
eft  at  hand,  which  anfwered  his  purpofe.  Had  the  Do3or, 
or  Mr.  Malonc,  looked  into  Barret's /f/t'MnV,  1580,  in  vo. 
Gnt^ailet  they  would  have  found  cempefitieti  for  verbtrum 
ftritiiKra^  placing  or  comparing  of  wardei  Ugithir  :  Yet,  our 
inquirer  fuppofes,  that  this  word,  in  the  fenfc  of  a  book,  canie 
to  us  from  the  French  about  the  RiflerafiQn.  [Inquiry,  358.] 

(f)  Inquiry,  259. 

chel's 
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chel'fi  magnifiers,  may  be  perceived,  a  well- 
ibrmed  head  of  fijme  of  our  Saxon  monatchs, 
which  may  have  been  copied  from  the  engrav- 
ings of  (d)  Virtue :  [Vrt^ue  he  flioald  have 
faid(?).]  With  the  affiftancc  of  the  logical 
ipeAacles  of  Watts,  or  Locke,  I  wot  no 
which,  he  difcovers,  that  the  want  of  a  crefi 
and  cypher,  on  the  feal  of  Lowine,  is  an  nn-'- 

^  doubted  proof  of  forgery,  in  an  agreement,  to 
which  is  appended  a  fancy  feal.  Difcovcries 
lead  to  difcoverics.  The  clear  u/Vw,  which, 
by  Herfchcl's  help,  we  have  thus  had  of* 
Lowine's  feal,  will  enable  the  biographer  of 
Shakipeare  to  difcover,  wiA  lefs  powers  of 
magnifying,  whether  our  great  poet  had  an 
appropriate  feal.  That  he  had  not  is  certaini 
from  incontrovertible  evidence  (/").  If  Shak- 
fpearc  had  not  an  appropriate  feal,  with  eithef 

^eare  in  bend^  or  a  creft  and  cypher,  what  could 
we  exped  from  Lowine,  low,  and  poor,  as  he 

'  is  ftated  to  have  been  ? 

{d)  Znquirjr,  259. 

(t)  Sec  Lord  Oribrd'i  Cat.  </£ngnreiS  from  tbe  M$S« 
of  Mr.  Geoi^  A^uc. 

(/}SeeMsl.  Shtk.  179O.  voI.Lp^  i.  p.  192-3^016 fig- 
nature  and  feal  of  Shakfpeaire's  mortgage :  The  impreSoo 
of  the  feal  is  Hh,  with  tit  St^rjurtmuntti,  an  th«=  hentds 
Inve  it. 

Tbc 
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The  public  accufcr»  in  attending  to  the  feal. 
had  aknoil  forgot  to  objed,  that  to  this  agfee- 
ment,  Shakfpeare  had  rubjoined,  in  a  new  mode 
ofcontraftion,  his  baptifmarnamc  Jf^illam;  But, 
has  he  not  fubfciibcd  IViilm  to  his  will  {g)  ? 
Mr.  Malonc  has  not  yet  difcovered,  amid  his 
other  dircoverics,  as  it  fccmeth,  that  there  are 
forgeries,  which  cannot  be  dctcAed  by  candid 
difcuffion.  In  this  happy  land,  every  forger, 
in  whatfoever  manner  fuipcfbed,  accufed,  or 
profecuted,  has  a  iair  trial,  and  is  convid^d 
by  legal  evidence  only,  or  acquitted.  The 
public  accufer  feems  to  fliow,  by  the  number, 
and  nature,  of  his  objeftions,  that,  if  ^ir 
means  fail,  while  he  racks  the  fifibbk  with 
Bacon,  he  rather  would  torture  the  fcribbier 
with  Elizabeth, 

In  this  ipirit,  is  the  public  accufer  deter- 
mined that,  •*  Bitter  torture  fhall  winnow  the 
"  truth  from  felfliood."  He  now  applies  the 
quejiion  to  the  agreement  between  Shakfpeare 
and  Condcl  (^).  His  firft  objeftion  is,  that 
this  contrad  is  extremely  fimilar  to  the  ftage 
concraias  of  that  age.  With  the  fiune  kind  of 
logic,  he  objefis,  that  Condel  was  zjharer  in 
the  profits  of  the  houfe,  and  not  a  htrelmg^ 

.  ii)  lb-  S^  t^c  p'i>^c  faciitg  the  will  of  Shakfpeare :  And 
&?,' before,  the  plate,  being  p.  224, 

{b)  Inquiry,  260. 

for 
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for  wages:  But,  this  is  £ud,  without  coti- 
fidering,  that  this  agreement  is  of  a  fpedal 
nature;  not  to  adl  in  general,  but  to  perform 
in  particular  plays  of  the  compofition,  not  of 
Shakfpeare,  but  of  others.  Here  again  the 
quefiim  is  unfuccefsful,  in  extortiag  the  truth. 
In  this  cxtremt^,  he  refumes  his  objctSion  to 
the  word  compofitton ;  as  being  unufual,  during 
that  age,  in  the  fignification  of  writing  (r). 
But,  he  does  not  reflcd,  that  the  repetition  of 
objections,  which  have  been  already  fhown 
to  be  groundlefs,  is  not  likely  to  be  more 
fuccefsful.  Once  more,  then,  the  queftion  iails, 
in  extorting  a  confeffion. ,  Thinking,  no  doubt, 
that  an  accumulation  of  bad  obje<!tions  will 
form  one  .good  objciSion,  he  fufpeits,  that 
the  falary  of  one  pound  one  JkUling  a  week  far* 
yours  much  of  a  modern  guinea.  According 
to  this  rule  of  accumulation,  he  objefts  "  to 
"  the  pretty  fiftion  of  a  trim  boar's  head  ;" 
^  being  intended  to  pafs  for  Shakfpeare's  fcal : 
But,  it  has  been  already  proved,  that  our  poet 
did  not .  life  any  appropriate  fcal.  In  this 
drain  of  logic,  he  obje^s  to  Condel's  figna- 
ture,  without  having  any  autograph,  where- 
with to  confront  it  j  or  any  cirQumftance,  to 
oppofe  it  J  unlefs  we  admit  conjectures,  and 

((')  Inquiry,  a6i. 

fuppoies. 
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foppofes,  as  circumftantial  evidence.  In  fu- 
peraddition  tff  all  this  accumulated  teflimony, 
he  ftates  the  'EngKJh  indorfement  on  the  agree- 
ment, as  verycurmus ;  and  the  unnetfciTary  tb 
after  the  20,  as  very  Jujpicious  {k).  After  all 
thefe  experiments  of  the  qucfiion^  the  culprit 
remains  firm,  and  denies  in  the^confident  tone 
of  innocence  the  imputed  guilt.  Little  dif- 
trufting  the  efficacy  oi  bitter  torture  to  enforce 
inftant  confeflion,  the  public  accufer,^ 
"  Aftonifh'd  at  the  roice,  now  flood  amaz'd, 
**  Aftd  all  around,  with  inward  horror,  gaz'd." 

It  is  Beccaria,  who,  with  mathematical 
preciilon,  propofes  the  following  problemi  in 
kw  logic  :  "  The  force  of  the  mufcles,  and 
"  the  ienftbility  of  the  nerves  of  an  innocent 
"  perfon  being  given ;  it  is  required  K>  find 
**  the  degree  of  pain,  which  is  neceHary  to 
**  make  him  confefs  himlelf  guilty  of  a  given 
**  crime."  This  problem  is  very  ingenioufly 
£}lved,  by  the  public  acculer>  in  examining 
Shakfpeare's  kqfe  to  Michael  Frq/er  and  bis 
^ife{i)*  He  at  the  fame  time,  incidentally 
folves  a  fupplemental  problem  ;  what  degree 
of  fatigue  is  neceflary  to  make  the  beholder 
of  fuch  torture  exprefs  impatience,  at  its 
mode,  its  matter,  and  its  duration. 

-  (*)_  Inquirj',  264-5.  (J)  Inquiry,  265. 
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In  ibiving  thofe  problems^  hisiiril  objection 
to  this  leaje  is,  thai  "  it  is  a  motley  mafs 
"  of  truqi;S/ry  [m]."  From  fuch  Jyllogijiick 
trumpery^  he  proceeds,  in  his  fccond  objediion, 
to  feoff  at  thofe  "  ingenious,,  intelligent,  and 
"  difintereftcd,  perfons,"'  who  confidertd  an 
ancient  deed,  as  admiffible  proof,  prima  faciei 
who  regarded  the  parchment,  the  ieals,  and 
iignaturcs,  as  fuflicient  evidence,  either  eat- 
ternal,  or  internal,  to  eftablifti  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumption,  which,  according  as  it  is  confiftent 
with  probable  circumftances,  muft  enforce  a 
fetisfeflory  convi^Slion  of  the  truth. 

But,  this  conviftion,  arifing  from  thoie  cir- 
cumftances,  and  that  prefumption,  the  public 
acca(er  proceeds  to  overturn,  by  minute  exa- 
mination, and  demonftrable  fadis.  The  firA 
point  of  hia  minute  examination  confifts,  in 
ob7e<Sing  to  the  defcription  of  the  demHed 
premifes,  which,  he  thinks,  is  too  indiftind; 
being  fix  acres  and  a  half  of  land,  abutting 
clofe  to  the  Globe  theatre,  by  Blackfryers. 
Thus,  the  Globe  theatre  is  the  land-mark, 
which,  being  afccrtaincd,  fixes  the  pofition  of 
the  contiguous  parts.  I  have  already  fettled 
the  true  fite  of  the  Globe,  with  mathematical 
prccifion,  to  be  on  the  Bankfidff  within  the 

[m)  In(}uii7,  165. 
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liberty  of  the  Ciinic,  in  Southwark.  But,  is 
this  pofition  iy  Blackfryere  ?  The  anfwcr  to 
this,queftion  muft  be  given,  according  to  the 
notioQS,  which  wer^  afBxed,  by  the  parties, 
to  the  prepofition  &y ;— ^Among  many  other 
feofcs,  Jobnfon  faj-s,  from  Shakfpcare  himfelf, 
that  it  denotes  beiidc  j  near  to  j  in  prcfencc  j 
proximity  in  general  (») :  And,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  poft-ofBce,  Sy  is  underAood  to 
mean  neighbourhood ;  fo  letters  directed  to 
John  Styles,  refiding  at  St.  Peter's  ^  Margate, 
would  be  very  intelligible  to  all  the  forters, 
and  carriers  of  the  poft-ofEcc,  without  the 
Iielp  of  a  critical  vocabulary.  Btiti  the  public 
accufer  will  (how  nicer  difcritmnation>  in  his" 
next  objection  :  "  The  phrafc  abutting  fo 
"  [which  is]  here  employed,  is  unknown  to 
"  our  language*  abutting  upon  having  been 
"  invariably  the  legal  and  colloquial  lan- 
"  guage  from  the  time  of  Shakfpeare  to  this 
"  hour(o)."    He  who  objefts,  with  ciitical 

(n)  In  Hollar's  map  of  London,  which  was  engraved  at 
Antwerp,  in  1647,  the  GUbe  is  placed  exiSHy  on  the  fitc 
of  the  prefent  Altiion  Mills ;  abutting  cluft  to  Blackfiyers- 
bridgc.  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  thofe  artifls,  who  may  hereafter 
wiflj  to  give  an  engraved  view  of  the  GUie,  to  obfervc,  that 
Hollar  adorned  thejiagj  which  was  difplayed  thcretrom,  with 
(he  trefi  of  St.  Gterge. 

(«}  Inquiry,  a68. 

T  2  malignity. 
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roalisnity,  to  iad  EngUAi*  ought  himlelf  to 
nrite  got>^ :  And  he,  who  has  any  critical 
candour,  ought  not  to  change  a  phrafe,  for 
the  purpcfe  of  objcdion.  The  criticifm  will 
ranilh,  when  the  real  words  are  difcovered, 
as  ialihood  vanishes  at  the  apjiearauce  <^ 
truth.  The  genuine  phrafe  of  Shakfpeare  is 
"  ahuttmg  clofe  to  the  Globe."  In  this  figni- 
ficatkm  of  cioft,  as  joined,  without  any  inter- 
vening diilance  c^  time,  or  place ;  the  EngliOi 
idbm,  and  ufc,  required  clofe  to :  "  We  mu/l 
V  ky  alide,  feys  {p)  Burnet,  that  la2y,  and 
*'  fallacious  method  of  cenfuring  by  the  lump^ 
*'  and  muft  bring  things  clofe  to  the  teft  of 
•*  true,  fft  faljk." 

The  public  accu^^r  will,  doubtlcfe,  be  more 
lucky  in  his  next  objeiflion.  "  It  is  obferra- 
*,'  ble,  fays,  (y)  he,  that  in  this  deed.  Black- 
•'  fryers  is  fpclt  rightly."  He  had  before,  as 
we  m^  recoiled,  objeded  to  the  erroneous 
fpclling  of  Blackfryars.  Our  Procruftes  is  now 
determined,  it  feenis,  that  this  unlucky  word 
fliall  be  neither  too  long,  nor  too  fhort ;  nei- 
ther right,  nor  wrong. 

In  this  fpirit,  the  public  accuier  appeals 
from  criticifm  to  faft.  AfFefting  difficulties 
ift  afcertaining,  on  which  fide  of  the  Thames 

[f)  Theory.  (jj  Inquiry,  267. 
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tbe  demired  pretnifes  lay,  whetlier  on  the 
Baiikfide,  or  in  Blackfrivs,  he  takes  a  view 
of  both.  He  admits,  that  there  certainly  was 
io  Southwark,  feme  ground,  unoccupied  by 
buildings,  in  (r)  1 596;  but,  beailerts,  that  the 
unoccupied  ground  lay  more  to  the  wcftward 
than  the  G/o6e. 

Yet,  let  us  confront  what  he  admits,  and 
what  he  retrafts,  with  the  accurate  account, 
which  is  given  by  the  hiftorians  of  St.  Sa- 
viour's pariih  i  who,  living  on  the  fpot,  muft 
neceflarily  know  the  local  circumftanccs  of 
what  they  daily  fee:  "We  will,  however, 
"  give  the  general  ftate  of  the  Bankfide,  as 
"  we  have  pretty  accurately  collefted  it,  from 
"  the  year  1600 :  From  various  title-deeds, 
"  and  other  written  documents,  now  extant, 
**  and  without  any  reference  to  what  has. 
"  been  written  by  others  on  the  fabjed,  we- 
'*  hazard  not  to  affert,  that  tbe  B^kfide  Wfis 
"  in  a  great  meafure  gardens,  orchvards,  and 
"  in  general  an  open,  but  cultivated,  fpot  (/)." 
JSevcrthdcft, 

(r)  Inquiry,  169. 
(j]  ConcaneawdMoTgan's  Hiftny  and jM^ttititstftha 
fan'p,  a/ St.  SavifuT^St  Stuihwark^  1795,  p.  19I.  The  hit- 
lorUtis  of  the  place  might  have  appealed  to  the  parilh-r^i(- 
ters,  which  confirm  the  truth  of  their  reprcrcnutiotk  They 
might  have  relied  on  Norden's  map  of  London,  1593^  ^ 
T  3  fiKWiiJSi 
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Neverthelefs,  fays  the  public  accufer,  at  an  ear-r 
Uer  period  of  the  reigo  of  Elizabeth,  the  ground, 
near  where  the  Globe  ftood>  feems  to  havt  been 
almoji  all  occupied^  though  I  do  not  doubt, 
there  may  have  been  then  foaxe  fmall  gardens 
io  that  quarter  (?).  He  forgets,  that  in  J575. 
the  parilhioners  of  St.  Saviour's  had  a  park, 
from  which  they  agreed  to  fend  two  loads  of 
the  firft  cut  hay  to  the  Queen's  barns  at 
Greenwich  («).  As  little  doss  he  rccolledt, 
that  the  Biflipp  of  Winchqfter  had  a  park 
which,  after  the  rejioration,  was  formed  into 
Redcrofs-ftreet,  Quecn-ftrect,  Dukc-ftreet, 
Ewer-ftrcet,  Worceftcr-ftreet,  and  Caftle- 
ftreet  (1;),  And,  there  is  a  ftreet,  near  the 
brewboufe, 

ftowing}  (hat  (here  was  a  long  row  of  tenements  on  th^ 
Smtkfiiiy  from  the  bridge,  with  gardens  behind  them.  [And 
fee  Suype's  London,  vol.  ii.  p.  7.} 
(/)   Iniuiry,  269. 

(»)  Thi^rifli-regifter,  ijth/unc  1575.  This  regifter 
ihows,  that  the  parifb-ofiiccrs  had,  in  thofe  times,  mat^y 
tenements,  with  gardens  behind  them,  to  let,  albng  the 
Bankjide. 

(w)  See  Tylpr's  Antitj.  qf  St.  Saviours,  1 765.  p.  50-51. 
And  fee  the  charter  of  Edvrard  6th.  to  the  corporation  of 
London,  datftd  the  23d  April  1 550,  in  Concaneo  and  Mor- 
gan's Miftory,  p.  8 — 21,  for  the  large  parcels  of  vacant 
ground,  wi&in  that  parifli,  which  were  then  granted  to  the 

€17. 
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6revf6ou/e,  and  ihe'windmill,  which  is  called, 
to  this  day,  the  Park,  and  will,  from  this 
time,  be  remembered  with  the  Globe  theatre ; 
fliowing,  by  the  coincidence  of  the  name,  that 
the  G/oie  was  probably  built  in,  or  c/^  to,  one 
of  the  ^dr.5i  of  Elizabeth's  reign.  After  this  full 
cxpofition,  the  public  accufcr  exclaims,  with 
a  very  illogical  grace  :  "  till  fuch  an  ancient 
"  building  as  the  Globe  theatre  by  Black-friars 
"  fhall  be  proved  to  have  exjfted  in  the  reign 
"  of  James  the  firll,  togetherwith  fix  acres  and 

city.  In  tracing  the  progrefs  of  building,  within  three  miles 
of  London,  we  ought  to  advert  to  the  various  obftnii^ons, 
which  the  law  oppofed  to  new  erections.  For  this  end ; 
Queen  Elizabeth  ilTued  a  proclamation  againft  new ereflions, 
in  1580.  [Ander.  Com.  vol.  i.  p.421.]  In  1593,  was  pafled 
the  ftatute  of  the  35th  Eliz.  ch.  6,  prohibiting  new  buildings 
within  &ree  miles  of  the  city  gates :  and  profccutions  were 
ioflitutcd  in  the  ftar>chamber  againft  die  offenders.  In 
)6o2,  Elizabeth  enforced  this  law,  by  a  frcfli  proclamation. 
[Rym.  Feed.  torn.  xvi.  p.  448. j  Puctenham,  in  his  Arte  0/ 
Eagliftt  Poifity  i5S9t  p.  216,  when  illuflrating  the  fault  of 
Ktrlabaur,  gives  die  following  palTage  from  ont  ef  »ur  laii 
makns,  whofe  intent  was,  to  declare,  how  upon  the  tenth 
tUy  of  March,  he  crt^ed  the  river  of  Thames,  to  walk  in 
Sl  George's  field : 

"  The  centh  of  Much  when  Aries  receircd 
"  Dan  Phcebui'  raiea  into  hii  horned  head ; 
"  And  I  myfelfc  by  learoed  lore  perceifed, 
"  That  Ver  approcht  aod  frolly  Winter  fled, 
"  i  croA  the  Thames  to  take  the  cheerefull  aire, 
'•  In  BftnJitUt,  the  weather  wa»  fo  faire," 

T  4  "an 
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**  an  half  adjoining  to  it,  this  deed  muft  fhare 
*•  the  fame  fate  with  tlie  reft(i£'):"  That  is,  it 
muft  be  tortured,  in  the  bed  of  Procruftes. 

From  making  his  furvey,  on  the  Bankfidct 
which  furvey  is,  we  perceive,  contradifted  in 
its  outUne,  by  hiftory,  and  record,  the  public 
accufer  proceeds  to  take  a  view  of  Black- 
friars  (at)  .  "  There  were,  he  admits,  in  that 
"  diftrid:  fome  void  fpaces  certainly  :  but  in 
**  general  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Fleet  ditch 
"  (where  the  theatre  flood)  was  alm9ft  wholly 
"  occupied  by  houfes."  Lprctend  not  to  af- 
certain,  with  algebraical  accuracy,  the  exuOt 
quantity  of  vacant  ground,  which  was  J^ill 
.  open  for  buildings,  in  1610.  It  is  fufficiently 
certain,  from  the  reprefentations  of  (_)>)  mapg, 
and  the  notices  of  record,  that  there  were, 
even  in  the  Blackfriars,  confiderable  parcels 
of  vacant  ground,  which  might  have  been 
occupied,  either  by  the  gardener,  or  the 
"  buUder(z). 

Having 

[w)  Inquiry,  270-1.  {x)  lb.  269. 

(jp)  See  Aggas's  map  of  London,  cngravec,  in  1732» 
by  Vertue,  Tor  the  Antiquary  Society;  and  the  re-engraved 
map  of  London,  and  Wcftminfter,  as  they  were  in  1563. 

(k)  In  the  council-regiftcr,  of  the  i8ch  Augufi  1618, 

there  may  be  feen  «  A  lift  of  buildings  and  new  foundations, 

?*  fince  1615."    It  is  therein  laid|  "  That  Edward  Allen 

'«  Efq' 
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Having  taken  this  view,  which  does  not 
exhibit  much  refearch,  nor  enforce  ftrong 
conviction,  the  public  accufer  adverts  to  ijb* 
kafe.  He  finds  it  difficult  to  decide,  whether 
the  draughtfniaa  ihows  the  moft  igncvance, 
the  worfe  rpe]Ung>  or  the  greateft  incongruity 
of  ii^on,  with  the  hiftory,  and  manners  of 
the  time  {a).  Thele  had  been  plauiible  ob* 
jedlions,  if  he  could  have  fupported,  them  by 
proof.  He  immediately  adds,  what  he  wilt 
doubtlefs,  prove  by  authority :  "  Even  the 
"  draughtfman's  law  is  aliyii^(i).'*  In 
proof  of  this  pofition,  he  produces  fome  re- 
dundant expreflions.  But,  '\i furplufage  would 
vacate  a  deed,  what  deed  could  be  defended  ? 
He  ftrengthcijs  his  portion,  by  fuggefting, 
that  this  leafe  is  not  very  Ikilfully  drawn, 
nor  its  folemnities  very  accurately  crecuted- 
Yet,  it  may  be  pertinently  alked,  whether 
obfervation,  and  faft,  warrant  this  objeiflion  ? 
The  mbft  experienced  judges  have  often  re>- 

«  Efq*  dwelling  at  Dulwich  [the  well  known  player,  and 
"  munificent  founder  of  Dulwich  college]  hath  built  Ajc 
"  tenements  of  timber  upon  new  foundations,  within  two 
"  years  pafTed,  in  Swan-alley,  near  thi  WarirtAe''  In 
t6i8.  King  James  followed  die  example  of  Elizabeth,  in 
iflutng  a  proclamation  againft  new  buildings.  [Rym.  Feed, 
bim.xvii.  p.  117-] 

{a)  Inquiry,  271.  {h)  Id. 

marked. 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


aSx  A   A  POLO  GV     [T«i  MrtcrLLAim»j 

marked,  that  forgeries  are  fure  to  be  precilely 
sdjufted,  judiciouily  drawn,  and  legally  exe- 
cuted. In  ia&f  there  is  i\o  falfe  law  in  the 
Icaie,  if  wc  except  fuperfluity  of  expreiCon* 
unJkilfulnefs  of  penmanship,  and  ignorance 
of  forms.  But,  at  laft,  it  will  be  found  not 
to  be  defcftive  in  legal  fclemnities,  like  thoie 
affuranccs,  and  wills,  which  are  Ibmetimes 
executed,  without  the  requiiites,  that  pofitivc 
ftatutes  require. 

In  this  ftrain  of  jurifprudential  criticifni. 
the  public  accufer  remarks,  with  the  acute- 
nefs  of  Coke,  that  this  leafe  concludes,  with 
"  AnnoDom.  (1610);  which  is  not  the  abre- 
V  viation  of  the  time,  but  either  Anno  Dni*, 
"  or  A.  Dili.,  or  An.  Dni.  (<:)."  Thus,  by 
Showing  thefe  varieties,  in  the  conclufion  of 
deeds,  he  tries  to  maintain  his  objefHon  to 
the  want  of  a  fuppofed  uniformity,  according 
to  the  real  praQiccof  the  timej  yet,  heiiim- 
fclf  proves,  by  inftancing  the  varieties,  that 
^is  fuppofed  uf'iformity  did  not  in  fa&  exill  i 

{c)  Inquiry,  275  :  Had  he  looked  into  Wcfl's  5JF»ii<i#. 
grafhie,  which  be  fometimes  quotes,  be  would  have  feea 
An.  Do.  in  fefl,  530  j  Anna  xxa\\  Dam.  notVrx  reginx  £li- 
zsbethxi  and  Anho  Dom.  1590,  in  re^653. — We  Ice, 
from  this  accurate  authority,  that  the  public  accufer  is  un- 
founded, in  his  afliimption  of  the  b£t ;  and,  confcquently, 
is  unwarranted,  in  tbe  confidence  of  his  conclufion. 
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as  we  have  feen  in  the  Symhleograpbie  of 
Weil.  But,  the  public  accufer  thinks  it  pru- 
dent to  jultily  his  peculiar  mode  of  criticifm* 
by  quoting  a  remark  of  Pope ;  who,  wheD 
fpeaking  of  (he  early  publilhcrs  of  Shak- 
fpeare's  dramas,  obferves,  that  their  French  is 
as  bad  as  their  Latin,  and  even  their  very  Jt^elch 
isfalfe  {d).  The  fa/fe  Welch  of  Pope,  who  was, 
no  doubt,  as  profound  a  critic  in  the  Welch, 
as  he  was  in  the  Greek,  like  tlic  falfe  /aw  of 
the  public  accufer,  is  more  eafily  ftated,  than 
fully  proved. 

■  He  is  now  about  to  difpatch  the  culprit, 
by  giving  him  the  death-blow ;  and  todifmifs 
the  fpedtators,  by  freeing  them  from  pain,  at 
rfi?  fame  ftroke.  "  Our  poet  at  length  leaves 
"  the  fcrivener  in  the  lurch,  fays  {e)  he,  with 
"  enigmatical  obfcurity,  by  fubfcribing  hia 
"  name  to  tliis  deed,  in  plain  and  legible 
"  charafters,  William  Shakfpeare ; "  and  he 
might  have  added,  with  full  as  much  brit-. 
liancy  of  wit,  and  cogency  of  proof,  as  oar 
poet  fuhfcribed  bis  will.  An  error  of  the  prefs 
is  finally  (/)  objefted,  like  the  laft,  but  in- 
complete, ftroke  of  the  executioner,  which 
leaves  the  head  adhering  to  the  body,  by  the 

(i)  Inquiry,  271,        (0  lb,  ^^^        {/)  lb. '275. 
ikin. 
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(kin.  After  fufierlng  the  torture  oi  fuch  cri- 
tkifms  on  the  ka/e  to  Frafer,  Shakfpeare 
might,  with  Coriolanus,  excUim  : 


•  Preientme 


**  Death  on  the  wheel,  or  at  wild  horfes  heels ; 
**  Or  pile  tea  hills,  oh  the  Taqxian  rock, 
**  That  the  precipitation  might  ilown  Itretch 
**  fie}ow  the  beam  of  fight;  yet,  will  I  ftiU 
"Be  thus  to  them." 
Itie  deed  of  truji  to  John  Hcmynge  is,  it 
feeiu5,  "  the  laA  legal  inftrument  prefented  to 
"  us,  if]  this  mvs  Anthology." — Were  we 
to  enquire   of  Johnfon  the   meaning  of  the 
•word,  which  feems  here  a  little  mifplaced,  even 
when  taken  ironically,  he  would  anfwer ;  a 
cotleSiion  of  /-.werSt  a  coUedlion  oi  devotions  in 
the  Greek  church  ;  a  colkSthn  c^ poems.     All 
former  abfur  Jities  muft  now,  it  feems,  yield  the 
palm  to  this  fnperior  abfurdity:  The  tbick-fct 
Cimmerian  darknefs  being  bright  funfliine,  he 
adds,  in  wclt-fupportcd  metaphor,  with  the  'aa- 
fid  norifenji  of  this  fabrication  (^).    When  the 
Cimmerian 

{g\  Inquiiy,  276.  In  the  fubfequent  page,  we  have  the 
Ibllowing  clear,  and  confiflent  palT^^ge :  Shaklpcare  is  de- 
fcribed  in  the  genuine  deed  "  as  of  Stratford  upon  Avon, 
*t  frtm  whence  1  am  inclined  to  believe  that  he  bad  then  re- 
**  tired  from  die  flage."  Johnfon  explodes  Jram  whence, 
as  a  vifiMj  msit  ef fptech :  But,  had  the  imidiomatical  yrpm 
been  forgotten,  the  infertnce  would  have  been  ungnunmad- 

caU; 
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Cimmerian  cloud  has  palTcd  over  him,  tho 
public  acculer  is  left  in  bright  .fun^hine  toob- 
ferve,  that  Stratford  on  Avon  is  furpicioufly 
written  for  Stratford  up^i  Avon ;  as  if  ««/'- 
formity  had  been  lludied  in  the  childhood  of 
orthography  {b).  ' 

But,  however  incredible  it  may  be,  that 
Shakfpeare  Diould  not  know  how  to  fpell  th<t 
name  of  his  birth-place,  the  public  accufer, 
thinks  it  utterly  incredible,  that  he,  who  was  a 
bit  ofzn  attorney,  who  had  a  coufin  an  attor-, 
ncy,  who  bad  a  friend  an  attorney,  ifaould 
tranfmit  to  pofterity  fuch  a  malevolent  and 
unfounded  ftigma,  on  .a  moft  ufeful  and  ho- 
nourable profeflion  (/*).     The  public  accufer 

tally  drawn.  To  have  made  the  palTage  good  Ei^lilb,  the 
critic  ought  to  have  faid,  from  which  defcriptian^  "  I  am  ui- 
*  clined  to  belitvc."  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  we  arc 
DOW  upon  a  chapter  oi  vapid  non/infi;  which  might  be  ex- 
tended, through  all  the  mazes  of  Grmrurien  darknefi,  to  a. 
moft  tirefome  length. 

(i^)  In  die  council-regifter  of  the  i8th  of  March  r6t8^ 
the  biTth-[dace  of  Shalcfpeare  is  fpelt  'Stra^srd-upa-Avon; — 
Stratfcrd-upan- Haven:  In  Speed's  sup  of  Warwirldlurcv' 
1610^  this  never-to-be-forgotten  town,  is  called  Stritf*rd 
Ufon  Juen ;  and,  it  is  fimply  called  Siretford,  in  Saxton's 
map  of  1576.  In  the  Index toMowt'f.  chronicle, Me. Ma- 
looe  might  have  ften  hit  fufpician  realized :  "  Stratford  m 
**  Auon  burnt,  when,  and  how,  1004,  1, 36." 
(;')  Inquiry,  280. 

fupports 
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fupports 'his  portion  in  his  ufual  manner; 
by  reaibning  againft  fad,  and  declaiming  againil 
argument.  Doesithen,  Shakfpeare  never  fcofF 
at  the  law,  and  lawyers  ?  '*  The  bloody  book 
••  of  law  you  Ihall  yourftflf  tead  in  the  bitter 
"  letter  (*)." 

With  all  this  knowledge  of  law,  and  law- 
yers, in  his  mind,  Shakfpearc  thought  fit  to 
leAVC  his  matters  in  none  of  their  hands,  but  to 

(i)   "  S.efolut!on  thus  fobb'd  as  it  is,  with  the  rufly  curb 
*•  ti!  o\A  father  jlrttickythi  law. " — Hcriry  6, 
■  •*  The  flate  of  law  is  bond  Dave  to  the  law. "--Rich- 
ard 2.   '  '  ' 

«  To  giv«  fear  to  ufe  and.libeitj*,  which  have  for  long 
**  run  by  the  hideous  Imv." — Mealure  forMeafure. 

I "  When  km  can  do  no  rights  let  it  be  laiuful^  that  htw 
*«  bar  m  xvrmg." — King  John. 

*'  In  law  \^at  a  piea  fo  iainted  and  corrupt,  but  being 
"  feafon'd  with  a  gracious  voice,  obfcii  res  the  Qidw  of  evil." 
—Merchant  of  Venice. 

«  Do,  as  adverfaries  in  law,  ftrivc  mightily,  but  eat,  and 
"  drink,  as  friends." — ^Taming  of  the  Shrew. 

"  TTie  firft  thing  we  do,  lets  kill  all  the  lawyers.'*— i 
Hemy  6. 

**  Crack  the  lawyir's  voice,  that  he  may  never  more  fall^ 
*•  title  plead.".^-'Timon  of  Athens. 

*•  It  is  like  die  breath  of  an  tfK/>«V /iKVjvr." — Hamlet. 

■*  O'er  Imtiytr'i  fingers,  who  ftraight  dream  of  fees."— > 
Romeo  and  Juliet. 

«  Why  may  not  that  be  the  fcull  of  a  lawjwf  where  be 
«  his  quiddits  now."— Romeo  and  Juliet. 

truft 
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truft  his  tried  friend  ](Am.  {/)  Hemynge ;  a  cir- 
cumAance  this,  which,  for  want  of  better  evi- 
dence, is  deemed  a  ftrong  proof  of  forgery. 
The  public  accufer  will  immediately  give  a 
clue,  to  enable  us  to  find  our  way  out  of  this 
labyrinth  o{  folly  and  impofiure.  This  cluct 
which  is  thus  to  conduct  us  through  this  non~ 
Jenfcal  hbyrinth,  confills,  in  fuppoling  the 
very  point  to  be  proved.  "  This  inftrument 
"  was  made,"  he  fays,  "  with  a  view  at  the 
"  fame  time  to  cover  and  give  feme  collateral 
"  ftrcngth  and  authenticity,  not  only  to  the 
**  lock  of  hair,  love  letters,  and  piilures  al- 
'*  ready  noticed,  but  to  all  fuch  trumpeiy  of 
*'  the  iame  kind  as  the  credulity  of  the  town 
"  at  any  future  period  might  digcft  (/o)." 

AH 


{t\  It  is  a  curious  fa3,  that  fobn  Hemyt^e  Vas  appointed 
bj'  Auguftin  Phillips,  lUiother  fellow  player,-  one  of  the 
Oretieers  of  his  will ;  and  the  widow  having  mafried,  con- 
(niy  to  die  tcftamemary  wifli  of  Phillips,  Hemjngc  proved 
Aeiri!!,  on  the  i6th  of  Maj  1607,  and  had  adminiflration 
£tanted  to  him.  It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence,  that  he  is 
called  HemTnge  in  the  will.  [See  the  will,  and  the  probat, 
winch  was  luppofed  not  to  exift,  in  the  prerogative  office. 
And  fee  a  copy  of  the  will  which  is  hereinafter  printed.]  It 
af^jears,  from  every  circumftancc,  that  John  Hemyngc  was 
dtog^er  truft-worthy;  being  an  aj^ivc,  bullling,  diicreeC, 
hooeft,  man. 

On)  Iflquiry,  p.  283. — As  we  are  flill  in  a  chapter  of  w«- 
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All  this,  it  IS  cafy  to  fay,  even  in  terfer  Eng- 
lifh';  but  is  not  fo  eafy  to  prove ;  as  his 
pains  is  forted  to  no  proof. 

Pafling  over  the  orthography,  which,  as  it 
had  no  uniformity,  can  furnifti  no  objedion 
againft  its  uniformity,  the  public  accufer  goes 
on  to  confiflcr  the  inftrument  itfelf.  This 
was  called,  by  Shakfpeare,  a  deed  of  gift,  to 
be  executed  after  his  death  ;  it  is  improperly 
called,  by  the  editor  of  the  Mifcellancous  Pa- 

finfit  v^idi,  however  tedious,  is  ufeful  for  its  exunpks,  it 
oujr  be  proper  to  atk  the  meaning  of  fome  doubtful  paf^ 
lages:  "  I  ft,  Thefe  obfervations  [which  wercl  n^urally 
**  fuggcfled  by  Shakfpeare,  and  flated  in  the  iditioH  whichl 
*  had  tbe  honour  to  prefent  to  ^e  public." — Edition  of 
what?  ofthewillj  or  of  the  worlu  of  ShakTpearef— od/f 
"  At  the  fame  time  to  ttvtr  arid  give  fome  collateral 
«  ftrength:"  Tocover  what?  To  cover  collateral  ftrcngth; 
to  cover  authenticity^  The  verb  has  )tore  no  fubjed. — 3^^, 
**  As  the  tndulity  of  the  town  might  digeft:"— Creduli^ 
digefl  trumpery !  What  a  maw  credulity  muft  have  !  He 
probably  meant  to  lay:  credulity  niight  be  made  to  digcft; 
or  might  be  able  todigefV.  In  the  Inquiry,  p-Z9^  we  tuvc 
it,  ''as  well  «s  many  others  [h-ovc"  [proves ;]  in  p.  295,  we 
fee  **die  Blackfriars  and  Globe  theatre"  [theatres;]  in  p. 
296,  **  he  is  fomewhat  niggard  [niggardl^J  of  hw  praift." 
This  chapter  on  the  detd  tf  Iruft  is  particularly  KDiarkaUc 
for  uncommon  fpedmens  of  fuch  Ciaumruin  pbrafedog^j 
vriiich  fiirnifli  additional  proofs  of  the  truth  oK  that  well- 
known  axiom : 

"  Great  witj  fometimes  may  gloriooflj  offend. 

"  And  rife  to  fault!  true  critics  dare  not  DMod." 
S  .  pcrs. 
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Jjers,  a  deed  of  truft';  and  it  is  denominated, 
by  the  public  accufer,  with  his  greater  know- 
ledge of  law,  a  codicil:  Yet;  "this  codi- 
'*  ciL  to  an  unmade  •will  furely  furpaffes," 
he  faySi  *'  any  inftanco  of  fecond  light  that 
"  ever  has  ticen  recorded  in  Scotland  (n)." 
Gne  aflcrtion  may  be  anfwered  by  another  i  ' 
leaving  the  wit,  and  propriety,  of  both,  to  fu- 
ture confideration.  It  may  be  affirmed,  that 
this  remark  of  his  furpafles  any  inftance  of 
ftALtuciNATioN,  which  has  ever  been  re- 
forded  in  Ireland.  The  public  accufer  again 
opens  one  of  the  windows  of  his  mind,  for  a 
moment.  We  difcover,  however,  from  this 
opening,  his  law  opinion  to  be,  that  there 
cannot  be  a  codicil-  without  a  teftament.  Oa 
the  contrary,  I  maintain,  that  every  written 
declaration  of  any  perfon's  mind,  with  regard 
to  what  he  will  have  done  with  his  goods,  and 
chattels,  after  his  death,  without  appointing 
an  executor,  is  a  codicil:  For,  a  codicil  is  the 
fame  as  a  laft  will,  excepting  that  it  is  without 
an  executor.  Several  codicils,  any  fit  pcrfon 
may  make,  without  making  a  will :  Why 
ihould  I  quote  Swinbuni  to  prove  what  cverj' 
fucking  lawyer  underftands  {o).  Nay,  a  tefta- 
mentary 

(n)  Inquiry,  284. 

(*]   SwinbtunonWUlstpartt.  £5.  aod&e  «ACU!i[(V 
U  «  before 
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limitary  fchtduUf^i^yttvf'A'QtSeStOC  ao  ex- 
ecutor, has  been  declared  to  be  a  will  (^). 
Now,  the  deed  of  Shakfpeare,  whether  it  be 
deemed  a  codicil,  or  i.  will,  if  he  bad  not 
made  a  fubfequent  wilt,  had  operated  in  law, 
as  his  kft  will :  For,  letters  of  adafumftrati(»i 
would  have  been  granted  to  John  Hemynge, 
with  tlte  codicil,  or  will  {q)  annexed,  which  it 
WDudd  have  been  his  duty  to  execute,  accord- 
i^  to  the  intention  of  the  teftator. 

it  -would  be  a  much  more  eaiy  taik,  iix  the 
public  aocufer,  to  fix  forgery  on  the  laft  will 
of  ^lakfpcare,  in  the  prerogative  office,  thau 
en  the  codicii,  in  the  Mtfcellaneous  Papert. 
Nothing  protects  the  laft  will  of  Shaklpearc 
from  the  imputation  of  forgery,  but  the  place, 
vrfierein  it  is  preferved.      The   mamier,  in 

"  before  the  aukisgoTa  Teftamnit,*'  in  Weft's  Sjnnboleo- 
graphie,  USt.  648 :  And  Well  bys  expre&ly,  in  the  fiibfe- 
quentfeftion  "dat  codicils  tn^y  be  made,  without  any  tcfta- 
*'  ment,  eidier  precedent,  or  rubfcquent."  Mr.  Malonr, 
indeed,  admits,  "  diat  this  ifi  a  will  rather  than  a  deed  of 
•■  gift."  [{nquiry,  286.]  Now,  if  SbalcTpeve's  deed  of 
gpft,  be  a  c§iicil^  tfai$  circumftaace  will  ovCr-mle  the  bm^ 
fHOted  in.  die  lame  page,  from  Blacldlone,  as  appIicaUew 
a  eaatraffy  which  muft  have  a/v^cunt  (tnfideratim  to  fup- 
port  it. 

{p)  2d  Lord  Raymond,  128a,  Powd  v.  BeittfonL 
(j)   Ut.i68j  Swinb.on  WiUi,  p. i.  f.  5.  EfcTdb- 
.msax^  20. 

which 
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which  this  inilrument  is  cxecuttd,  is  extremely 
furpiciotts:  Tbe  inoft  acute  oblerver$  have 
doubted,  wbether  the  three  Hgnatures  of  the 
teAator,  be  ail  of  Shakfpeare's  writing  (r). 
The  hd  will  is  full  of  interlineations,  and 
btursi  from  which  the  codicil  is  free.  At 
the  making  of  the  laft  will,  Shakfpeue  had  £)r^ 
gotten  his  wi&,  till  he  was  put  in  remem- 
brance by  the  byftanders,  that  he  had  a  wife, 
and  he  then  left  her  Jbme  kind  of  Sed  to  Me 
on  (s)  :  In  the  codicil,  he  is  aware,  that  he  has 
a  wile,  for  whom  he  provides  in  a  bujband&» 
manner :  And,  he  is  alfo  aware  how  wrong  it 
wottld  be,  to 'Wring  a  mdow  from  btraccuftomei 
right.  When  making  his  lail  will,  he  had  near- 
ly fiirgotten  Ms  feihiest  Hemynge,  fiorfaadge, 
and  Condel :  when  making  his  codjci],  he  re- 
CQlle<^ed  all  his  fellows,  who  were  worthy  of 
remembrance ;  while  making  his  lail  will,  he 
was  induced,  by  fome  monitor,  to  bequeath 
Hemynge,  Burbadge,  and  Condel,  two  marks 
apiece,  according  to  Mr.  Malone's  calculation, 
to  buy  them  rings ;  but,  by  the  codicil,  he  be- 
queaths to  his  feveral  fellows,  what  was  taxxx 

(r)  Maloiw'fl  Shakf.  1790.  vol.!.  pirti.  p.  191:  Mr. 
Maine  indeed  iajs,  miftakin^jr,  dut  the  name  at  the  tap  ef 
^tc  otai^in  of  the  firft  flieet  was  probabljr  writteo  hy  dw 
fcrirener,  ^o  drew  the  will. 

(/)  InquimaSa. 
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ci>ngenia)  for  a  poet  to  give,  and  players  to 
receive,  his  dramas,  which  have  conferred  im- 
mnrtatity  on  them  all.  When  making  his 
codicil,  the  milbehaviour  of  his  daughter  Judith, 
whatever  it  had  been,  made  him  negleft  her: 
When  he  made  his  will,  he  feems  not  to  know, 
whether  Ibe  were  married,  or  not,  or  what  to 
give  her,  after  his  beft  recolleflion.  His 
deare  daughter  Sufanna  Hall,  who  bad  alw^e 
demeaned  berfdfe  weUt  the  teftator  made  his 
reliduary  legatee,  in  both.  Yet,  the  public 
acculer,  after  all  his  elaboration,  does  not  re- 
mark, what  experienced  judges  have  often 
obferved,  that  fraud  generally  adjuits  circum- 
ftaoccs  with  more  precifion,  than  truth,  which, 
as  it  has  nothing  to  conceal,  is  never  circum- 
Ipeift  about  incidents. 

He  declares,  however,  that  Shakfpeare's 
legacy  to  his  dear  daughter,  •who  had  always 
behaved  berfelf  leell,  would  have  been  void, 
for  its  uncertainty,  according  to  a  maxim  pf 
Lord  Verulam  :  But  his  lordfhip  has  another 
maxim,  which  might  have  been  quoted,  for 
effcftaating  the  will  of  the  donor :  that,  "  in 
."  contemplation  of  law,  every  thing  is  cer- 
*'  tainr  that  may  be  reduced  to  a  certainty/* 
I  will  not  difpute  Lord  Verulam's  maxim, 
that  an  ambiguity,  in  a  deed,  cannot  be  holpen, 

by 
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byan  averment.  Like  other  maxims, this  is  true 
in  the  general,  but  is  not  juft,  in  the  particular- 
application  :  It  may  be  true,  when  applied  to- 
a  deed ;  but  it  is  not  juft,  when  applied  to  a 
mil:  For,  it  was  determined  in  Lord  Cheney's 
cafe  that,  for  explaining  the  doubtful  words  of 
a  wili,  a  parol  averment  may  be  admitted,  to 
afcertain  the  perfon,  who  was  intended,  but 
not  to  alter  the  nature  of  the  eftate,  which 
was  deviled  (/).  It  would  not»  therefore, 
have  required  "ibme  CEdipus  to  inform  us," 
which  of  Shskfpeare's  daughters,  Sufanna,  or 
Judith,  had  always  demeaned  berfelfe  well. 

Yet,  the  public  accufer,  when  he  fails  in 
overpowering  Shakfpearc's  codicil,  by  his  law 
maxims,  is  determined  to  raife  fufpicions  of  its 
genuinenefs,  by  a  charge  againft  it  of  novelty. 
For  the  odd  fums  given,  fuch  as  twenty  ^«i 
pounds,  no  pi-obable  reafon  can  be  affigned ; 
all  gifts  and  legacies,  being  ufually  even  fun'-s, 
fuch  as  twenty  iix  pounds  iix  fliillings  and 
eight  pence  (tf).  But,  Shakfpeare  has  himfelf 
affigned  a  probable  reafon  ;  '*  They  fay  there  tr 
"  divinity  in  odd  numSers  either  on  nativity, 
'•  chance,  or  death."  Who  has  ever  before 
pretended  to  calculate  the  efFcfts  of  caprice^  in 
making  gifts  ?     Can  any  probable  reafon  be 

{0  5.  Rep.  68.  H  InqiOijjaSs. 
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affignedj  why  bur  tnquirec  has  departed  from 
the  rules  of  logic  j  by  begging  the  queftion. 
which  he  ought  to  prove ;  by  Jhtfting  frtan 
himfelf  to  his  opponents  the  labour  of  re- 
fcarcb,  though  it  lay  upon  htm  tf>  prove  what 
Hxy  may,  rightfully,  deny.  l£  be  had  faid, 
that  aU  gifts,  and  a//  legacies  art  always  given 
in  even  fums,  I  would  have  ibown  by  exam- 
ples, "  at  this  odd,  even,  and  dull,  wateh  of 
•'  the  night,"  that  they  were  often  cMiferred 
by  defign,  or  chance,  without  thefe  odd  fiiina 
being  confidered,  "  as  manifeft  denotations  of 
•'  fidion  (^)."     Such  objeaions,  and   fuch 

(w)  The  gifts  to  Siuankc,  and  Rice,  two  tow  players,  arc 
cbiefly  obfervablc,  for  the  ahjurd  fuins  allotted  them ;  to  one 
37  dilHngs  ill  money,  and  18  (hillings  to  buy  a  ring  j  and39 
ftiilings  to  another.  "No  number  rf nobles  or  marks  will 
**■  make  any  [one]  of  thefe  fums."  [laquiry,  397-8.]  InAe 
wills' of  Hemin^e,  Cundcl,  and  Underbill,  which  have  been 
publilhed  by  Mr.  Malonc  [Sbakf,  1790,  vol-  i.  part  ii.  p. 
191—199—212.]  there  is  no  allufion  to  nehlts  or  marlu 
Hcminge  bequeathed /w*  pounds  1  Cundel  bequeathed  jfw 
pounds:  And,  Underbill  fvaf_^  n^r^,  as  to  bequcuh  eleven 
killings  apiece,  to  each  of  his  executors,  to  buy  them  rings- 
Why  would  not  Mr-  Malone  read  the  will  of  UnderbiB, 
which  would  have  warned  him,  as  a  beacon,  againll  running 
bis  critical  baric  aOiorc  upon  the  flioah  of  odd  fums.  K*- 
gulline  Phillips  bequeathed  am  »dd  thirty  JkiUing  piece  in 
g»uU  to  Sbakfpeare:  But,  as  Mf.  Malone  could  not  diF- 
cover  this  interefting  will  of  Phillips,  he  could  not  calculate 
irtiether  » thirty  ifailling  piece  be  an  addjumt  or  ■>ot> 

reafoniogsi 
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re^emngs,  might  tiempt  iiic  betievecs  to  cx- 
ckim  widi  the  marofe  SwirT  t.     : 

**  Busman  wefiadthfroRlf  «mtui«, 

"  Who,  W  by  foUy, combats  canire; 

»*  Who»  -wbcn  flie  loudly  cries,  Farbtart 

"  Wth  obfiiiBcy  fixes  there ;  '■ 

«  And,  thai  his  geaius  lAift  indioe*, 

**  .^rJ^bendshis  vrtkilc deilgns." 

The  public  accufer  proceeds  obAinately 
&Qin  his  confiderations.  about  the  bequefts  of 
odd  fimu,  in  bis  accuftomed  ilrain  of  affump- 
tiettf  though  nature  budly  cries.  Forbear,  to  a 
niottte  examination  of  the  particular  legacies^ 
Sbakfpeare's  bequeft  to  his  deare  daughter  is 
not  more  unlucky,  it  feems,  tl^u  the  dona- 
tion to  "  the  wittye  Maftirr  Armyne  (w)." 
Had  the  donor  called  the  player  gamefoms 
Mafier  Armin,  there  would  have  been  no  ob- 
jedion.  But,  afliiming  what  he  ought  to 
prove,  the  public  accufer  fays,  "that  the  j^- 
"  iricat&r,  has  Jhmibled  on  a  word  [wittye] 
"  that  bore  no  fuch  meaning  as  was  hfere  in- 
**  tended  to  be  afiixed  to  it  (*:)."  Of  this  in- 
aufpicious  word  witiyiei  he  appears  not  yet  to 
have  had  enough.  He  thus  Oiows,  by  his 
own  declaration,  that  he  had  never  feen  '*  Me- 
"  aacm,  which  was  printed,  in  1 595,  a  plea- 
**  £aA  and  £ne  conceited  eomoedie,  ukea  out  c^ 

(w)  Inquiiy,297.  (*)  In*»«7>a97'. 
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"•the  moft  excellent ' wif/tf  poet  Pi.au- 
**  Tus  {y)  :"  Nor,  had  he  ever  perufed  Har* 
rington's  Epigrams  i  which,  as  they  arc  wittie 
themfclvqs,  ftudiQufly  fpe^  qf  other '  vtitiie 
iayings  (z).  In  a  iimilar  ilrain  of  arguQienta-p 
tion,  does  he  prove,  '*  that  the  various  dona- 
*•  tions  to  the  feveral  adors  named  arc  as  ab- 
**  furd,  capricious,  and  incongruous^  as-thofe 
"  to  his  wife,  and  daughter :' ' — Continually 
proving  things  doubtful,  by  things  as  doubt- 
fbl ;  without  troubling  himfelf  much  about 
the  accuracy  of  his  premiles,  or  caring  greatlv 
about  the  juAnefs  of  his  conclulion, 

(y)  It  was  rcprintc(l  with  five  othcf  ol^  plaj*,  op  wbicH 
Shakfpeare  founded  his  Meafurc  for  Meafure;  Comedy  of 
Errors ;  Taming  of  tiie  Shrew ;  King  John  j  King  Henry 
VI.  and  Henry  V;  and  King  Lear;  by  Nichols,  in  1779. 
This  quotation  anfwcTS  at  once  two  objeclioi^s;  to  txctlimt^ 
as  applied  to  writings^  and  to  wittie^  in  the  lepfe  of  fmart- 
neft. 

(2)  Harrington's  £pignims,  i6(8,  ■yheT^cin  a  diligent 
reader  might  have  fecn  a  wiity  fpeech  (A  Hcywood,  the  e(M- 
grammatift  to  Queen  Mary;  Atvitty  anfwcr  of  BHhop  Bon- 
ner; a  tvitty  choice  of  a  country  fellow ;  a  witty  writer  d" 
this  time.  The  pbje£tor  is  npt  mofe  lucky  jn  his  obierVa- 
tion  on  Hemynge's  horfottr;  "^  [^hr^e  ^ich  the  fabricator 
•*  fbrefaw  would  ctme  into  ufi  cfttr  his  dtath"  [Inquiry,  p. 
301.]  But  is  the  affumption  true  ?  TTiere  is  not^  certainly, 
.  2  word,  in  the  di^unaf  of  Shakfpeare,  that  is  introduced,  io  a 
greater  variety  of  phrafes,  than  honeur,  which,  we  may  6y, 
with  Profpero,  "cannot  ie  meafured  or  confined.'*  • 

Y«t, 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


t«eD«ibv]       a  ffc  believers.  •  359 

Vet,  is  he  about  to  bring  forward  an  ob- 
jediooi  which  will  nullify  Shakfpeare's  tella- 
mcQtary  deed>  by  the  decifivc  ilroke  of  an 
apparent  anachronifm.  The  liberality  of  our 
poet,  fays  (a)  he,  *'  fends,  three  pounds  and 
"  a  gold  ring  after  his  gooii  Kempe,  who  t^- 
''  pears  to  have  been  then  dead."  We  are 
ultimately  referred,  for  proof  of  the  faS;  to 
the  Guls  Horne-book,  which,  when  pub- 
lJOi«d,  in  1609,  fays  J  "  Tulh,  tuih,  TarletOD, 
"  Ketnpe,  nor  Singer,  ngr  alt  the  litter  of  fools, 
''  that  now  come  drawling  behind  them, 
*•  never,  played  the  clownes  part  more  natq- 
"  rally,  than  (he  arranteft  fot  of  you  all." 
The  Guls  Hornci-book,  we  fee,  w^  obviouQy 
Written  in  the  ftyJe  pf  fatire,  rather  than  the 
language  of  fcrioufnefsj  to  gull  thofe  critics, 
who  believe,  without  reafon,  and  doub^  with-*, 
put  a  caufe.  But,  djd  not  Lord  Bacon,  in 
j6i8,  fpcak  of  Allen,  (hat  was  the  aitor; 
although  Ned  had  only  retired  from  the  ilage, 
and  Jived  to  endow  Dulwich  college  ?  May 
not  Kempe,  in  the  fiime  manner,  have  only 
retired  from  the  fcene,  before  the  year  1 609, 
and  have  probably  lived  to  enjoy  Shakfpeare's 

{a)  Inquiry,  297,  which  refers  us  to  ShakCi790,  voLi, 
partii,  P.1Q7. 

legacy? 
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kgacf  f  Mr.  Malonc  is  ^uaSy  (i)  pofidTC, 
that  Thomas  Pope,  who  alfo  performed  the 
part  of  a.  clbwn,  ji>i^  ^/ar*  /Af  ^/ar'  i6bo; 
and  ftr  iifa  afertimt  he  quotes  another  Guts 
Sbme^desk,  Heywood's  Apology  for  ASors  : 
Yet,  haTe  I  found,  is  the  prwogalrve-ofEce, 
^te  wiA  of  Pope,  *e  player.  Which  ifras  s^e 
Iiy  him,,  in  1603,  when>  the  teitatoir  affinricd, 
be  was  of  dij^gfing  vmd  j  an  evidence  of 
thinking,  which,  oar  Cartejian  ifiuft  allow,- 
is  the  very  definition,  of  ^n/iiry.  It  is  not, 
Aen,  apparent,  that  Ken>pe  was  dead,  ia 
J609.  And  every  one,  who  is  accuftomcd  to 
weigh  circitfnflanees,  in  the  fcalc  of  proba- 
taity,  will  rather  prefume,  in  ^vour  of  lifci 
tfifft  Kempe  was  probably  living,  and  was 
legally  cajrable  to  wear  Shakfpearc's  ring,  in 
open  contempt  of  the  Gtf/y  Home-Sook. 

The  poWic  accufcr  is  not  only  determined 
to  fend  Kempe  to  an  untimely  grave,  but  is 
tefohed,  by  reviving  an  exploded  quef^ion, 
to  deprive  Shafcfpeare  of  his  c»py-pigbt  in  his 
ftcver-dying  dramas.  *'  At  that  time,  he  fays, 
••  no  notion  of  literary  property  was  entertamedi, 
*  nnlefs  where  a  particular  licence  to  print 
♦•  certain  books  by  the  crown."  Yet,  contraiy 

(^J  Shatf.  1790,  vol  i.  part  11.  p.  19R  . 
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,to  looie  aflertion,  the  regifters  of  the  Sta- 
tioners' company  prore,  that  notioos  were  evca 
then  entertained  of  literary  property.  Ini559» 
there  arc  entries  of  fines,  for  invading  <(^- 
right :  In  1573*  other  entries  mention  the 
/aie  oi  copies,  with  the  prices.  In  1582,  the 
entries  are  ftitl  more  remarkable ;  as  fome  of 
them  are  made  with  a  provifo,  that  if  it  ie 
found  any  other  has  a  right  to  particular  copies, 
then  the  licence  for  the  copies  fi  belonging  t9 
toother  Jball  he  void.  This  provifo,  as  it  in- 
dicates a  notion  of  copy-right  antecedent  to  the 
licence,  is  a  compleat  aofwer  to  the  quefUon  (r). 
*'  Shakfpcare,  therefore,  well  knew,  it  is  iaid, 
*'  that  he  had  no  title  to  any  of  his  plays  thea 
**  in  the  hands  of  his  aflbciates  (</)."  Yet, 
bis  afibciates  pofitively  declared,  when  fhejr 
fent  his  dramas  into  the  world,  that  he  had 
f  right  to  publiih  [e)  them,  though,  the  adors, 

to 

(r]  See  Hargravc's  Argument  Jti  Defeacc  of  Literary 
Property,  p-42-3. 

(^  Inquiry,  2^ 

{t)  See  the  plajei's  preface  ;  and  fee  the  entries  on  the 
l8th  of  January  1601,  of  the  Merry  Wives  of  Windfor, 
ajjipud  by  John  Bufby  to  Arthur  Johnfon ;  of  King  John, 
by  aff^nmint  from  StaiFord,  on  the  6th  of  May  1605 1  at 
Shdripcarc'i  oomedya  and  tragedyet,  ia  many  of  the  £ud 
^itt  ft>  iivr<  wf  nttrii  tt  ttbtr  tnen^  on  the  8tlx  of  No* 
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to  whom  they  were  affigncd  for  the  fpecial 
parpofe,  may  have  had  the  privilege  of  jwe- 
fenting  them  on  the  ftage.  The  right,  then, 
of  Shakfpcare  to  difpofe  of  his  own  dramas, 
was,  in  thofe  times,  indubitable,  though  un- 
der certain  modifications,-  as  to  thofe  plays, 
vvhich  he  may  have  already  difpofed  of  to  the 
players,  or  the  printers  (/"). 

Yet,  the  public  accufcr  affcs  many  queftions, 
with  regard  to  Shakfpearc's  gifts,  to  which 
he  knows  not  what  anfwer  will  be  given  (^). 
Why  did  none  of  the  afiors  avail  themfclves 
of  thofe  valuable  gifts,  on  the  death  of  Shak- 
ipearc  ?  Why  did  not  Burbadge,  and  his 
ffcnow!,  print  the  Tempcft,  and  the  other 
dramas,  which  had  been  fb  long  withheld  ? 
Why  did  not  fomc  of  the  actors  inftitute  a 
fait  againft  Hemlnge  to  compel  a  fpccifick 
erccation  of  the  truft  ?  Why  did  not  Mrs. 
Qiakfpeare  receive  her  own  letters,  rings, 
jnd  other  gewgaws  ?    '*  To  fay  ay,  and  no, 

member  1623 :  And  op  the  23d  June  1632,  lixteen  of  diofc 
plays,  were  pffigjied  by  Edward  Blqunt.  to  Edvnrd  Allot, 
who  was  one  of  ttte  puhiJDiers  of  the  fccond  folio  editi'cn  qf 
Stukrpearc's  dramas.  [Mai.  Shak^  voL  i.  p.  255-236- 
?59-;i6o.] 

(/)  See  Frofeflbr  Chriftian's  argument,  to  Black.  Coou 
■wl,  it  pb  407,     . 

(?)  Inquiry,  302. 
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**  to  thefe  partkulars.  Is  more  than  to  anftver 
"  in  a  catechifm."  One  anfwcr  may,  howev.er, 
be  given  to  a  ihoufand  fuch  quelUons.  The 
deed  of  truft  being,  in  contemplation  of  law, 
a  mere  codicil,  was  compleatly  revoked,  by 
the  poblication  of  Shakfpeare's  U(l  will  f 
whereby  a  different  difpofition  of  his  property 
was  made,  and  a  new  truft  created,  which 
was  executed  under  a  competent  jurifdiaion. 
There  arc,  moreover,  other  queftions,  with 
regard  to  Shakfpeare's  affairs,  which  the  pub- 
lic accufer  aflts,  when  puzzled  in  mazes ;  yet 
CMnot  anfwer,  when  perplexed  -wkh  error. 
He  cannot  tell,  why  John  Hemings  was  made 
a  truftee  by  Shak(pearc,  when  he  purchafed 
his  eftatc  in  Blackfriars  ?  Why  did  He- 
mings, by  a  deed,  dated  the  loth  of  February 
1617-18,  convey  that  eftate  to  the  ufes,  de- 
clared by  Shakfpeare's  wiH  ?  Would  not  the 
eftate  huve  defcended,  as  the  will  direi^ed, 
without  the  help  of  Hemings  {b).  Thus  eafy 
is  it  to  afk  more  queftioris  in  a  minute,  than 
can  be  anfwered  in  a  day.  But,  a  little  learn- 
ing is  a  dangerous  thing ;  as  we  all  know  : 
And,  a  little  law-learning  is  a  ftill  more  dan- 
gerous thing  i   as  this  difqullition  on  Shak- 

(j&)  Inquiry,  303-4. 

ipeare'j 
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^ware's  deed  of  truft  evinces.  Yet,  tbole 
dangers  might  have  been  avoided  by  the  pub- 
lic accufer,  had  difcretion  warned  felf-fuf- 
ficiency  of  the  gulf,  which  feparatcs  igoo' 
ranee  irom  knowledge  :~ 

«  Be  fiirc  ^urielf  and  ynar  own  reach  to  know, 
"  How  hr  your  genius,  O&e,  and  learning  go; 
"  Lanch  not  beyond  your  depth,  but  be  dilcreet, 
*^  And  mark  tliat  point,  where  fenfe  and  dullnefs  meet 

After  this  indulgent  hearing,  nothing  re- 
mains for  me,  but  to  fubmit  to  this  court  my 
Jorefafi  pr'oojs,  boue'er  the  matter  falJf  as  the 
beft  apology  for  the  believers,  on  this  mifccl- 
laneous  head  of  the  Inquiry.  The  general  ar- 
gument, which  is  too  folld  to  be  overturned, 
by  general  reafonings,  the  pubUc  accufer  un- 
dertook to  confute,  by  particular  inveftigations. 
He  has  offered  his  objetftions,  which,  in  my 
turn,  I  have  fully  examined.  Prefumptions  fo 
equally  weigh  againft  prefumptions,  as  "  to 
**  poife  the  caufe  in  juflEice'  equal  fcales,  whofe 
'*  beam  ftands  fure."  It  is  for  the  equity  of 
ihis  court,  while  thus,  doubts  ftand  even,  to 
decide  either  in  fevour  of  innocent  iel^,  or 
in  condemnation  of  aocuCing  Jce^tici/ht. 


SVIL 
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§  VII. 

THE  LEAR£  ;  and  HAMBLETTE. 

The  public  accufer  at  length  proceeds  from 
"  the  farrago  of  papers  and  deeds "  to  Ltare 
and  Hambkt  (a).  *'  Three  words  on  this  fub- 
«  jeft  will  fuffice,"  he  Jays  {b),  "  Had  rfic 
*■*  fabricator  of  tbu  piece  [theie  pieces,  Leare, 
**  and  Hamblct,]  been  content  to  exhibit  U 
«  as  a  play-houfe  copy,  it  had  been  a  cnrio- 
"  fily,  but  he  has  ventured  to  write  in  the 
**  firft  page—"  Tragedye  of  Kynge  Leare  ifib 
"  fromme  Mafterre  HoUinnefliedde  I  have 
"  inne  Ibmme  lyttle  deparreieddc  from  hymme 
**  butte  thatte  libbertye  will  notte  I  truft 
"  be  blamedde  bye  mye  gentle  Readcrrcs  " 
"  W.  Shafcfi>eare."— "  If  it  is  [be]  not  of 
"  Shakfpeare's  own  hand,  it  is  nothing  (f)." 
In  this  opening  paragraph,  we  have  feme  ad- 
mirable fpecioiens  of  tbofe  fiuits,  which  great 
wits  may  glorioufly  commit  i  and  which  trm 
critics  dare  not  mend. 

But,  the  public  acculer  will,  doubtlefs,  be 
more  fortunate  in  his  matter^  than  he  has 
been  happy  in  his  manner.  By  fpeaking  de- 
cifively  of  the  fabricator  of  thofe  pieces,  in 

(«)  Inquiry.  SO**  (*)  li  (0  I^  30+-5- 

a  the 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


S&4  -A  APOLOG'V  fir       tTHiLiAttJ 

the  outfet,  he  taj^es  for  granted  the  very  point, 
which  he  undertook  to  prove.  Like  a  great 
w/V,  he  overltaps  ihi  vufgar  hourtdt  of  logic, 
and,  without  puffing  through  the  judgmenti  at 
once  comes  at  his  end.  He,  however,  does, 
make  ibme  objedions,  which  he  thinks  dc- 
cifive  proofs  of  undoubted  forgery.  The 
fabricator  apologizes  "  for  the  lib&ty  he  bas 
•*  taken  in  departing  frorft  the  hiftorian  ;  a 
•*  word  not  uled  in  that  fenfe  tiH  long  after 
•*  his  death.  The  term  of  his  age  ^herc  rc- 
•*  quired)  was  lieenfe{d).*'  We  have  now, 
another  fubftitution  of  mere  averment,  for 
promifed  evidence.  If  we  look,  however, 
into  Cooper's  Thefaurus,  \S7l*  we  Ihall  6nd 
iibertasi  liber ty^  in  a  good  fenfe  j  iicentia-,  li- 
cence,  or  immoderate  liberty,  in  a  bad  fenfe. 
Nowi  what  does  Jacques  aik  for  ? 
M  — .1  I  mull  have  libtrty 

"  Wilhal,  as  large  a  charter  as  die  wind, 
"To  blow  on  whom  I  pleafe ;  for  fo  fools  have. 

Jacques  does  not,  then,  aik  for  liberty j  to  do 
what  is  fit ;  but  for  licence,  to  do  what  he 
pleafes  :    And,  in  the  fame  fpirit,  the -Duke, 

{d)  Inquiry,  309.  The  more  curious  reader  will  fieaSt 
to  obferve,  that  I  hare  printed,  and  pointed,  the  above  quo- 
tation, tKiSAy  as  it  is  in  the  inquiry }  that  the  reader  m^ 
&irl7  judge  of  die  ^rtat  wit'i  matter,   as  well  ft  h^ 
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in  Mnf^trejw  Mt^itrti  deicribmg  a  ftate  of 
aiiarchjr,  lays: 

*  And,  Bhtrtj  pluclcs  j^ic*  by  the  noTe  % 
**-71iebabjrb«at9the  nuriei  aad  quh*  adiwart 
**  Goes  all  d«orum," 
Nowj    does  Mertyt  in  a  good  fenfe,  plu^k 
ji^e  by  the  nofe  ;  or,  is  it  the  Hcencet  with 
which  the  baby  beats  the  nurie  f    Nor,  can 
diere  be  a  more  aiurchial  ftate  tS  indecorum ; 
ercept  when  the  critical  baby  beats  the  poeti- 
cal nurfe,  which  has  foftcred  hiin  for  thirty  - 
years ;  becaufc  Ihc  will  not  blow  m  vbom  be 
fkafis. 

But,  the  public  accufer  is  now  determined 
**  to  (how  by  a  lingle  glance,  that  it  [Leare] 
•*  is  a  plain  and  palpable  forgery  (f)."  «  To 
«*  prove  this  decifively,  he  {/)  fays,  it  is  only 
**  necel&ry  to  quote  a  fingle  paflage  from  it." 
After  avowing,  that  he  has  not  collated  any 
part  of  this  tragedy e,  except  one  fpeech  ;  after 
oiking,  whether  Shakfpeare  knew  verie  frbm 
ptofe,  or  ienfe  fmai  nonienfe ;  he  produces 
irom  the  firft  ad,  and  fourth  fixne,  a  fpeedi 
of  poOT  diftra^d  Lear,  which,  in  its  amended 
ftate,  it  fufficient  to  pake  our  manhood  i  and 
which,  as  it  was  £rft  publilhed,  is  one  of 
the  moft  corrupted  paflages  in   the  dramas 

0)  laqaiTy,  305.  (/)  Id. 

X  Of 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


306  AAPOLOGV>r'       iTHELiAiLBf 

of  Shakfpeare  (g).  Scarcely  any  fcene  hu 
given  rife  to  more  controverfy,  among  the 
commentators,  about  the  tru6  reading,  and 
gcnuific  fenfe.    The  queftion  has  never  been, 

ii)   '  g'**^  *^'*  nevcr-to-be-foi^otten  paflage  from  the 
^.to  edition  of  i6o8,  as  it  was  republiihed,  in  1766 : 
«  Lear :  —What,  fifty  of  my  followcre  at  a  dap,  widiin 

a  fortnight  ? 

«  Duke:— What  is  dicroatlcr  Sir? 

*'  Lear  : — lie  tcH  thee,  life  and  death  .'   I  am  afliaoi'd 

"  that  thou  haft  power  to  fhake  my  maohood 

.  «  thus,  that  thefe  hot  teares  that  brealce  from  wt 

"  perforce,  Ihould  make  the  worft  bJafts  and  fi)gJ 

"  vpon  the  vnttndtr  wtundings  of  a  father's  corfe, 

*<  perufe  fenfe  about  the  olde  fond  eies,  beweqi 

«  this  caufe  againe,  lie  plucke  you  out,  and  you 

«  caft  with  the  waters  that  you  make  Co  temper 

"  day." 

Such  is  Lear's  fpeech,  in  the  iirft  quarto.    Yet,  the  public 

accufer  thinks  it  is  much  more  probable,  that  thofe  verynic 

edilions  [the  early  quartos]  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the 

tibricator.  [Inquiry,  308.]    True  it  is,  however,  as  a  tbou- 

(and  witneHes  can  teAify,  that  the  editor  of  the  MifitUeniaa 

Papers  was  pofTeft  of  the  quarto  edition  of  Lear,  1608: 

And,  from  this  izSi,  a  public  accufer,  who  had  been  mote 

ready  with  red,  than  groundlefs,  objedlions,  might  better 

havi  ferved  h'u  ufiSf  ieth  in  piffi,  and  ptrfon.     He  thinks 

titaficindfilie  was  very  girman  it  the  matter  in  hand,  and 

was  very  properly  -chofcii  for  the  bafis  of  a  new  fiction. 

[lb.  308-]     The  only  diiference,  however,  between  the 

hafis  and  the fupcrf.ruaure,  is,-that  the  firft  is  in  metres  the 

fccond  in  profe :    a  diiference  this,  which  his  pr^udices 

asainft  both  ^  not  allow  him  to  ditlinguifh. 

tni 
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till  now,  whether  Shakfpeare  knew  verfe  from! 
profe,  or  fenfe  from  nonfenfe  : — But,  the  dif- 
ficulty has  ever  been,  with  the  moft  learned; 
and  the  moft  acute,  to  difcover,  amidft  fo 
much  uncertainty,  what  he  really  wrote.  The 
player-editors  profefied,  indeed,  to  give  our 
poet's  comedies,  hijiories,  and  tragedies^  "  ab- 
"  folute  in  their  numbers  as  he  conceived 
*  them."  Yet,  when  they  ejcaped  the  players, 
the  works  of  Shakfpeare,  fays  Warburton, 
did  not  ^U  into  better  hands,  when  they  came 
amongft  printers,  and  bookfcllers  :  The  ftub' 
bom  nOnfenJet  with  which  the  poet  was  in- 
crufted,  occafioncd  his  lying  long  negledtcd 
amongfl  the  common  lumber  of  the  ilage  {b). 
From  the  days  of  Rowe,  it  has  been  the  con- 
tinual endeavour  ©f  genius  and  diligence,  of 
folid  fenfe  and  a^ive  intelligence^  of  the 
icutefl;.  intelled  and  the  profonndeft  learning, 
to  remove  the  incruftations  of  nonfenfe,  and 
to  clear  our  author  from  the  lumber  of 
the  ilage. 

If,  then,  the  finding  of  nonfenfe,  in  the  dramas 
rf  our  immortal  poet  would  throw  a  fufpicion 
upon  their  genuinenefs,  which  of  them  would 
be  free  from  the  charge  of  fpurioufnefs  ?  If  a 
queilion  had  anfen,  in  1609,  whether  The 

{h)   Warburton'*  Prcfecc. 

X  2  Chrmide 
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Chronicle  Hj0ory  <^  the  l^e  and  death  ef  Kiig[ 
Lear  and  his  tine  daugbterst  were  the  gc- 
nuioe  woHc  of  Shakfpearc,  it  would  have  been 
a  manifeft  proof  of  fbrgeiy,  according  to  the 
logical  canon  of  the  public  accu&r,  to  bav-c 
quoted  the  before  mentiooed  fpeecfa,  non-> 
fenBcal,  and  unmetrical,  as  it  is  undoubtedly. 
The  argument,  theo,  which  was  to  be  decifive* 
appears  now  to  decide  Hothiag.  But»  he  has 
itiU  more  of  the  iaoM  decifive  arguments  to 
produce.  "  As  the  whole  of  this  play  is  in 
*f  the  hand-writing,  aAgocd  to  ShaiLfpeare, 
"  and  Vik  is  mam^efi  that  it  caiutof  be  geauia*, 
**  it  icJIows  nece^^y,  that  it  is  an  abCdute 
V  forgery  i"  as  if  the  hand-writing  of  Shak- 
Ipeare  were  indifpatably  afcertained  t  as  if 
Shakipeare,  like  other  poets,  did  not  Ibo^- 
tinies  write  (/)  feebly :  as  if  fophiftty  vrera 
german  to  the  matter  of  argument.  Here,  hft 
again  Ails,  unlefs  afitv^ien,  and  /rog^  be 
the  iaiMb 

From  fuch  rcafonings  we  are,  at  lepgdi^ 
c(nidu&ed  to  the  lail  fcene  of  Lear,  which 
exhibits  the  conclading  fpccch  of  Kent>  diat 
has  embafralTed  the  critics,  and  divided  the 
commenutors  :— 

((]  His  dedamattons,  or  let  fpeechess  ^y%  Jdm^ui,  an 
fonmonly  cold,  and  weak.  [PrefiKc J 

«Iliavt 
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■  1  hvm'yourmf,  Si%  fltortijrto  ge^ 
**-  Mj  nufter  calls,  and  I  muft  net  %  osk" 
in  the  h/i  editioB.  we  have,  in  the  place  of 
this  couplet^  which  has  not  been  deemed  the 
m^  eaergetic,  ia  the  {entimeBt,  or  the  moft 
e^lick,  in  the  language,  the  following  %eech 
of  Kent  :— 

**  Thanks  Sir;  but  I  go  to  diat  unknown  land* 

**  That  chains  each  pilgrim  &ft  within  its  foil } 

**  Bj'liriiig  men  moft  (huon'd,  moft  dreaded : 

**  S^  mj  good  maftcr  (bis  fioic  journey  took  t 

<*  He  callt  me,  I  an  content,  and  freight  obey : 

**  Thea>  brcwell  world,  the  bufy  Icenc  ii  done } 

**  Kent  Uv'd  moll  true,  Kent  dies  moft  like  a  man  (i}>** 

Theft  verfes,  which  Shalcfpeare  need  not 
have  been  aHiamed  to  own,  are  reprobated, 
as  not  at  all  Shakfpearem.  The  two  lines, 
which,  however  iOiort  and  bald,  are  cer- 
tfihly  genuine,  have  been  beaten  out,  wo 
ore  told,  and  aaipli$ed  into  feven  (/].  Bu^ 
the  public  aa:uftr  forgets,  that  there  is  a 
new,  and  important,  fentiment  introduced, 
and  expanded :  The  editor  of  1790  inOfts, 
th^t  Shakfpeare  meant  to  throw  Kent  into 

H)  Upon  the  mtbtmty  of  Johnfon,  iriu>  %■}  diat  tlte 
poinlingof  ShaUpean'tdrjifflaiiaiRMirownpttweF,  I  have 
taken  the  Uitrtf,  [iutnttt  J  ibould  have  tud,)  to  poinl^  in 
my  own  way,  this  reprobated  fpeech  of  Kent,  who  <*  liv'd 
"  moft  tru^  and  died  moft  like  a  man." 
(1)  Inquiry,  p.  3OJ. 

X  3  di/ira&ion. 
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7wff,  but  not  into  the  grave :  In  diefe 
lines,  the  ^/?  editor  difpatches  Kent  to;  that 
vnknown  land,  which  c&ams  each  pilgrim  faji 
within  its  foil.  Here,  then,  the  public  accu&r 
feils.  The  fupplemcntal  veries  are  not  better^ 
■he  fays,  than  any  poetical  fchoolboy  could 
write  :  The  couplet  of  the  firft  edition  -is 
not  better,  I  fay,  than  any  poetical  boarding- 
fchool  Mifs  could  write.  .  Here,  again,  he  fails. 
Thofe  feven  lines  have  been(ni)quoted,  it  feemsi 
by  fomebody*  for  iviait  of  better  argumetiti, 
.as  teeming  with  energy,  and  pathos  («)•  For 
•want  of  better  arguments^  the  public  accufcr 
prefers  the  old  couplet;  which  is  fo 'unin- 
telligible, as  not  to  be  underftood,  without 
the  help  of  comments.  Strange  !  that  he  will 
not  recoiled  the'duty,  which  he  owes  to  his 
public  engagement  j  viz.  to  prove  the  intetli- 
'gible  lines  to  he^un'ous,  by  his  own  flrength, 
rather  than  by  his  opponent's  weaknefs.' 

But,  the  bufyfcene  is  done  !  The  public  ac- 
cufer  now  r«curs  to  negative  arguments;  bc- 
caiife,  he  doubtlefs  thinks  them  the  bell. 
.The. lines  throughout  are  numbered  in  the 
margin,  a  praBice  unexampled  in  our  mtthor'i 
timet  he  (o)  f^s ;  as  if  there  were  not  always 

(W  Inquiry,  309.  («)  Id.         {»)  Id. 
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exceptions  to.the  general  praftice;  even  if  the 
fzGt  had  been  proved,  rariier  than  aiTerted. 
The  maoufcript  piays,  which  he  poffelfee,  or 
all  which  he  had  ever  leen,  are  written  on 
both. fides  of  the  fheet,  he  adds";  but,  the  i^ 
i;overed  Leare  is  only  v/rittcn  on  one  .of  the 
£dcs ;  as  if  it  were  poHible  to  eil:ablifh  a  ge- 
neral practice.. from>  &aif  a  dozen  old  plays  of 
Shakfpcare's  (j&)  time ;  as  if  'it  were  eafy  to 
account  for  the  fancies  of  defign,  or  the  va- 
rieties of  chance.  He  Hieds  the  tears  of  la^ 
jnentatiotit  that  only  four  and  twenty  paper' 
BKtrks  are  mentioned,  and  not  one  Jac  Jimle 
!$>  given,. as  a  proof  of  the  antiquity  of  the 
-paper;  as  if  the  flrc)6<cff/?g;y  of  jxcper  marks 
had  been  yet  fettled,  by  coUeding  the  name?- 
of  paper  makere,  in  that  age,  and. exhibiting' 
the  mark  of  each. 

From  the  inconclufivenefs  of  negative  ar^ 
guments,  he  proceeds  to  the  more  cogent  dc- 
cifivenefs  of  afHrmative  Aatement.  He  now 
goes  on  to  inftruifi:  the  world,  how  old  paper 
may  be  cafily  procured,  for  the  execution  of 
fuch  a  fcheme  of  literary  fraud  (y).  But,  he 
forgets  to  {how,  how  the  paper  of  this  baif 
covered  Leare  was  obtained,  whether  from  the 

{f\  Inquiry,  309.      _{q)  Inquiry,  ;^I0. 

X  4  door- 
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4har-iteep0'o(iiiept^-^e,  or  fiwn  the  ^ofl*- 
imder  of  Cambridgf,  The  bou^beld  books  o£ 
.  ancient  famffes,  indeed,  the  public  accuier  ad-' 
XDJts  were  out  of  the  reach  of  the  nerer-ta- 
tw  £»'gotton  country  gentleman.  But>  thou^ 
he  can  tell  where  old  jnper  may  be  Gmad, 
for  any  ftbricacbo,  he  has  never  met  with 
one  perfon>  who  had  ever  feen  the  Aa^esvered 
Xttor«»  **  or  even  a  fin^e  (heet  of  it  (r)  :"  It; 
w»  produced,  it  ieemt,  to  the  admirmg  crouds 
in  J^^  kiKot,  diat  is,  "  as  £ift  probably  ■»& 
'!  the  coontry  gentleman  could  write  it  (-f)." 
Tbeic  pofitions  are  gravely  ftated,  in  the  jwe- 
fence  of  a  thooiand  perfons,  who  have  feen  the 
Lear,  in  its  integrity,  'wbde^  and  entire,  who 
covild  have  informed  him,  how  it  •wasfewtdi 
what  number  of  leaves  it  contained}  and> 
whether  the  edges  were  in  their  natural  rot^k 
fiate.  The  &id  thouiand  perfons  could  have, 
moreover,  told  him»  that  his  whole  concep- 
tion c^  the  haff' cohered  Lear  is  completely  er- 
rarteous.  Bat,  the  public  accufer  has  retafled. 
his  mifconccptions,  in  broken  Jintenees,  and 
^^le  Jeaves ;  in  order  to  repre^nt  "  tlw  be- 
**  Hevers  in  thoie  fidions,"  as  perfcms,  who 
}uA  neither  common  fenle,  to  perceive  a  pal« 

(r)  Inquiry,  311.  (iJR 
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pable  tmpofition,  nor  common  honefty,  to  re- 
probate an  obvious  cheat.  Yet;  who  would 
not,  in  a  choice  of  difficulties,  nfther  wHh  to  be 
deceived,  th.in  to  deceive  I  The  public  accufer 
may  find  his  true  juftification,  by  lamenting 
wirii  Davis,  in  his  Nofce  T'eipfum: 

*  What  can  we  iiuwf  or  what  can  we  Mfcenu? 
(*  When  artr  chokes  die  windowes  of  the  mind ! 

On  this  head  of  the  Inquiiy,  with  regard 
to  Iteare  and  Hamilettet  the  believers  wiH 
only  add,  in  the  fair  prefence  of  dxis  critical 
cour^  as  their  beft  apology : 

«  Tboii  never  com'ft  unto  a  hapf^  birth} 
4'  But,  kiU'ft  the  motberi  that  enge[uler*d  diee." 
The  public  accufer,  by  raiilng  i&e  expeSamy. 
of  fome  fragments  of  Shakfpeare,  was  himfelf 
/if  mother  of  this^B  conceived  err$r.  Whether, 
in  fulfilment  of  the  forebodings  of  the  Jeer, 
this  error  will  kill,  by  an  unhappy  birth,  the  . 
mother  that  engendered  it,  is  a  fate,  which 
can  be  known  only  to  thofe,  who  pretend  to 
/ecaadjlght.    One  truth  is,  however,  certain^ 
as  the  faid  Jeer  aHures  us : 

**  Oft  txftffatim  &b,  mA  moft  oft  tber^ 
^  Where  Bioft  it  promifetj  and  oft  it  hits, 
«  Where  hope  i>  cddeA,  and  de^air  moft  fin." 


f  VIII.  SHAE. 
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SHAKSPEARE's     NOTE   of    HAND,. 

'  It  is  foreign  to  the  .purpole  of  this  Apdiogy 
to  gd  into  co^fidcratidns,  concerning  thofe 
documents,' whieh,  as  they  have  he6n  fcarcely 
feen,  and  never  publifhed,  fclJom  attraded 
much  atte^ition,  .or  were  the  objeds  of  much 
regard,  _  Every  queftioa  abijat ,  fuch  dopu-. 
ipents,  whether  defined,  or  undefined,  proper^ 
or  improper,  muft  be  anfwercdby  thofe,  who, 
being  intimates^  may  be  fuj)paied  to  be  bcft 
qualified  -to  fcarch  out  "  what's  part,  and 
"■  what's  to  come."  It  is  of  more  ufc,  as  it 
may  afford  more  inftruLtion,  to  inveftigate 
the  fubjedt  of  the  note  of  hand,  which  was  re- 
fcrved  for  this  place  j  in  order  to  confidcr,  at 
once,  what  has  been  advanced  by  the  public 
accufer,  and  what  has  been  urged  by  his 
learned  {a)  coadjutor,  -after  turning  over  hh 
law  books. 

■  It  is  unneceffary  to  repeat,  here,  the  minotc 
criticifms  of  the  public  accufer,  were  they  lefs 
tedious  i  as  they  have  been  already  anfwercd : 
Indeed,  he  himfelf  declares,  that  "he  wants  no 
**  aid  from  thefe  minute  cbfervations :  TSe whole 

(a)  Inquiry,  133;  Appx.  N"  i. 
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'*  is  an  evident  forgery  {b)."  To  this  aflcr- 
tion>  he  adds  another  }  as  if  the  accumulatiofa 
of  affertions  amounted  to  the  fulnefs  of  proof: 
"  I  run  no  hazard,"  he  fays,  "  when  I  affert, 
"  that  no  fuch  form  of  prpmtjj'ory  note  exifted 
"  at  that  time  (c)."  In  order  to  prove  his  ne- 
gative affertion,  with  refpeit  to  t\\c  uniformitjt 
both  in  matter,  and  manner,  of  unfealed  bills, 
he  immediately  produces  three  unfealed  bills 
of  different  forms  {d) :  And,  it  thus  appears, 
from  bis  own  proofs,  that  the  unfeakd  bills  of 
Shaklpeare's  days  were  extremely  diiFerent,  iu 
their  matter,  and  form  if) :    And,  from  bts 

own 

[b)  Inquiry,  137.         {c)  lb.  140.  (rf)  lb.  141. 

(r)  I  will  fubjoin  two  odier  fonns  of  unfialtd  bills, 
in  Older  to  prove  fully,  that  there  was  then  no  uniferm  man- 
tur  in  drawing  them ;  aai  that,  confequently,  an  obje^oB 
10  the  want  of  uniformity  to  a  fuppofed  ftandard  is  ground- 
lefe-.— 

«  Memorandu"  borowed  of  Mr.  Richard  Remchinge 
"  gent,  the  xxx'":  of  Jully  1596  : ./  the  fomme  of  fortie 
"  Ihillingcswhichel  promyfeto  payc  att  all  tymes  vponde. 
■*  mande  W  in  wirtnes  heareof  I  have  fubfcribed  my  name 
«  the  daye  i^  yeare  firft  above  wryten :  ■  / 

£:  Slansfeilde 
«'  More  I  doe  owe  fyve  (billinges 
«  foinallxlv  ;/ 
^  Man  bOTOwed  fyftcne  Ihilllnges 
"■      Sooima  total! — iij  li. 

The 
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twn/bewmgt  it  follows,  thaC  there  did  not  tHen 
wdfl  any  Jet  form  of  promiflbry  notes.  The 
poblicaccufbr  fails,  then,  in  proving  either  hh 
negative  pofition,  that  no  Jucb  form  of  frimif- 
Jbry  note  exyied,  at  that  {/)  tme-p  or  his  afirm^ 
atfve  pofition,  that  there  then  exifted  an  oni- 
ibnn  mode,  in  writing  unfeakd  bills,  which 
was  finite  different  from  Shakfpeare's  note. 

After  all  thcrfe  feilures,  the  public  accuicr 
is  fludious  to  fliow  how  •aery  rgnorani  Ac  fa- 
bricator of  this  note,  undoubtedly*  was.  With- 

The  or^nal  of  Shiisfeildt'i  note  cf  bsiid  wu  o^Tigia^j 
communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Cnven  Ord.  The  fijUowing 
wtftaUd  billy  which  exhibits  a  jifib  variety,  I  cc^ied  froni 
Ac  porilh  regifters  of  St.  Saviour'i,  Soutbwaik,  the  vay 
fttti  of  the  Globe  Theatre. 

*■  Memorandum — That  wfaerea*  iipoD  dw  2d  d^.  of* 
*^  July  1590  Gilbert  RdcIcu  now  ona  of  the  <iwirch*t»lcn» 
**  of  the  paiiik  of  St.  Saviour'6  in  Soudkwark  in  the  coun^  of 
**  Surrey  did  knd  unto  the  reft  of  Ait  church  wwdeni  for 
*■  the  ule  of  the  par\lh  the  (bme  of  fiftye  poundca.  goei 
**  and  lawfid  money  of  England  towards  the  payment  £ite 
**  tt  tyne  for  the  leale  of  our  parfbnage:  It  »  pro* 
**  miicd  and  agreed  by  the  chutchwaident  and  veftryoica 
"  hereuxtder  wrktea,  that  the  laid  fome  of  &6ye  poundes  fbail 
**  be  repayde  onto  die  laid  Gilbert  Rocket,  his  cxecuton, 
*  or  a^na  at  and  uppon  the  fecond  daye  of  Julye  iriiicb 
**  ihall  be  in  anno  1591,  without  ai^  fnud,  coven,  or  fur- 
«  therdelaye" 

(Signed)  &c.  [ThcaaBss.] 

(/)  Inquiryj  1+0.    . 
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out  difputing  about  the  ^orance,  or  thp 
knowledge*  ofy3  ol^fcure  a  ferfmage,  it  oiajr  be 
odmUtedp  without  controrerfy,  that  the  eMtia- 
of  the  MifceUmeous  Papers  was  ill  in^med, 
or  ill  Advifed,  to  call  this  common  sffiiraace  <£ 
$haklpeare,  "  a  note  of  hand,"  which  neither 
Shakipeare,  norHeminge,  who  were  the  parties 
to  die  traDfadion,  call  it  themfclves.  Frotn 
them  it  did  oot  receive  any  name.  And  by 
them*  it  was  left*  without  a  nacne»  like  other 
l^al  inilraments,  to  find  its  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  to  fupport,  if  necelTary,  its  own 
fufficiency,  in  ^V«ft[nin{le^•hall.  If  this  ia.Qt 
had  been  attended  to,  much  learned  inveftiga- 
tion  would  have  beea  laved>  and  much  witty 
^uog  (pared;  to  the  no  finall  difappoint. 
ntnt  <^  the  curious  reader. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  word  Oil  is  the  moft 
ancient  term,  and  is  of  Saxon  {g)  derivation* 
adule  the  word  note  is  a  Eoodern  up&art  of  un- 
certBcn  extrat^on.  Before,  and  a^r,  the  days 
of  Shakfpeare,  bUl-<fiz%  the  common  word  ^r 
4wy  viritmg.  And,  from  this  original  figoifi- 
ca«k»,  we  ftill  have,  in  the  prefent  times,  in 
daSy  ufe,  bills  of  exchange,  bills  c£  lading 
bills  of  flore,  biUs  of  fufierance,  bills  of  par- 

(f )  Skinner,  ta  Vg. 
7  eels. 
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eels.  The  term  bill,  however,  was,  in  Shak- 
Ipeare's  days,  and  by  our  great  poet  hlmfelf, 
more  confined  in  its  fenfe;  being  particularly 
appropriated  to  evidence  fome  Jimple  contra^, 
or  money  lent,  and  borrowed  {b).  Yet,  the 
word  note  began  to  be  ufed,  during  thofe 
times,  to  fignify  a  fchedule,  or  ftiort  memorial 
of  familiar  tranfaiflions  (/).  From  this  brief 
account,  we  may  perceive,  how  memorandums 
for  goods  bought,  or  money  borrowed,  came 
to  be  called  bills  of  debt,  which  were  fometimes 
fealed ;  and  which,  according  to  the  circum- 
ftances,  whether  fealed,  or  unfealed,  had  very 
dilFcrcnt  operations  in  law. 

(A)  In  Much  ado  ebaut  Nothing:  "Have  a  care  that 
"  your  bills  be  not  flolpn ;"— In  Hen.  6 : — «  When  Oull 
"  we  go  to  Cheapfide,  and  take  up  commodities  on  our 
*  billi:~\a.  Timon  of  Athens:  «  AllourW/i; — knock  me 
"  me  down  with  them." — In  June  158?,  a  warrant  was 
ifliied  to  deliver  to  the  Earl  of  Leicefler  all  his  bills ;  tef- 
tifytng  the  recdpt  of  twenty  thoulknd  pounds.  [Murden, 
788.  j  In  the  ftalc  papers  of  that  period,  letters,  and  other 
&miliar  writings,  are  called  bills. 

((')  Sir  Thomas  Heneagc,  in  writing  to  Lord  Bur^ey, 
on  the  4th  of  September  1570,  of  a  particular  tranfa^iori, 
promifed  "  to  keep  the  nor*  thereof  for  him."  [Haynes,  p. 
606,3  S''  Thomas  GreQiain,  in  writing  to  Lord  Burghley, 
in  1572,  fpeaks  of  (he  particular  n#f  of  the  money.  [Mur- 
den, 2 17.  J 

The 
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The  three  iriftances,  that  were  produced 
by  Mr.  Malone,  and  the  two  now  laid  before 
the  public,  are  urtfeakd  hills  ofde&t,  which,  in 
the  prefent  times,  would  be  called  nates  of 
hand.  But,  none  of  thcfe,  he  adds,  *'  were 
"  indorlable  over,  nor  could  any  aSiion  at  law- 
•*  he  maintained  on  them."  Thofe  notes  of 
hand  were  not,  indeed,  indorfable  over,  accord- 
ing to  modern  praftice ;  but,  they  were  af- 
fignable ;  and  in  fadl,  were  often  affigned,  ia 
payment  for  goods,  or  in  fatisfaftion  for  debts. 
That  an  aSion  at  law  could  not  he  maintained 
on  tbem  is  an  affertion,  which  is  hazarded, 
widiout  confideratlon :  For,  it  mail  be  deem- 
ed inconfiftcnt  with  our  jurifprudence,  con- 
trary to  the  maxim,  that  there  can  be  no 
wrong  without  a  remedy,  and  adverfe  to  the 
•great  authority  of  Ccke-Lyttelton  {ft).  Here 
is  another  example,  that  a  little  law-learning  is 
a  moft  dangerous  thing.  The  public  accufer,  in- 
deed, affigns  the  true  rcafon  for  that  aflertion ; 
**  I  did  not  think  it  necelTary,"  fays  he,  '*  to 

(i)  56  A.  It  is  an  eftaWiflied  point,  "that  when  the 
**  comtnon  law  gives  af  ig}it,  prmalces  a  thing  an  injiiry,tbe 
*^  latncbw  gives  a  remedy,  or  aition."  [i  ^alketd's  Rep, 
20-2I  i  6  Mod.  Rep.  54.J  NotT;  is  not  an  unjiaied  bill  of 
Aebt  a  legal  evidence  of  a  right  withheld  i 
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"  turn  vuer  my  law  hooks,  OS  to  go  deq>er  vAa 
«  Aefiibjea(/)." 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  learned  coadjutor 
cf  die  public  accuier,  who  does  turn  owr  las 
lam  haoktp  and  does  go  deeper  into  the  iub* 
jea(«). 

Like  a  true  Cartefian  jurtft,  this  Icaraed 
peribn  begins  his  difquifition  fy  doiiSting.  He 
doubts  whedier  any  Aich  inflrumcDt  as  Shak- 
^warer's  note  to  Heminge  is  known  to  have 
beeo  in  ufe  at  that  period  (»).  He  fees  three 
fiich  notes  before  his  eyes;  and  he  might 
have  fees  three  hundred,  in  the  pra&ice  of 
that  period :  Yet,  he  doubts  the-  exigence  of 
fuch  notes  of  hand,  during  the  age  of  Shakr 
[pea.K.  Cartefius  never  doubted,  whe^er  be 
coukt/^^.'  But,  this  learned  perfon,  whca 
he  obferves  unfealed  bills  before  his  syti, 
doubts,  whether  he  can  fee. 

In  this  fpirit  of  doubting  he  turns  his  eyes 
ihun  thefa&f  to  examine  the  black-letter  kir, 
the.  reports,  and  the  year-books  ;  in  order  to 
prove  the  non-exidence  of  unfealed  bills.  He 
difcovers,  that  the  perfooal  lecurities,  which 
were  vAA,  in  the  time  ^  Shakfpeare,  and  for 

(V)  Inquiry,  141.      (m)  lb.  369,~Appx.  N*  i. 

(^  lavwyt  J7»' 

centuries 
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centuries  before,  were  either  obligations*  calltid 
bonds,  or  bills,  which  were  rometimes  called 
hiUs  ef  debtt  or  bills  obligatory ;  and  which 
were  equally  deeds  j  requiring  ,to  be  figned, 
feakd,  and  delivered.  *•  It  would  be  idle,  be 
"  immediately  adds,  to  ihultiply  authorities 
**  to  prove,  that  there  was  always  a  feal  to 
"  thefe  bills  (())."  Idle  would  it  be,  indeed, 
to  quote  Cowel,  and  Coke-Littelton,  to  prove, 
that  there  "was  akoays  a  feal  to  a  sealed  6iii» 
The  coadjutor  was  inquiring,  whether  there 
e»ft6d,  in  ^d,  during  Shakfpeare's  age,  ««• 
fi^d  bills :  And,  he  multiplies  authorities  ta 
prove,  that  there  were,  in  that  age,  JeaUd 
bills,  both  in  fa<3:,  and  law.  But,  there  is 
one  authority,  which  he  does  not  quote, 
Bgcm's  Ufe  of  the  Law.  That  great  writer, 
in  treating  of  the  ferics,  wherein  Legacies  are 
to  be  paid,  fays  ; — "  but  this  is  to  be  under- 
*'  ftood,  by  debts  of  record  to  the  King,  or 
**  by  bill,  and  bond  fealed,  or  arrearage  of 
"  rent,  or  fervants,  or  workmens,  wages  j 
**  and  not  debts  of  fhopbooks,  or  bills  ««- 
*' fealedf  or  contrafts  by  word  (^),"  And, 
thus,  the  h€i  fupports  the  authority  of  Bacon ; 

(0)  loqtury,  3721  which  quote*  Cowet,  and  Coke-Lit* 
ttltotu 

{p)  I  quote  from  the  edition  of  163S,  P>  ju 

Y  '         M 
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as  the  AtflJjority  of  Bacoa  explains  the  ope- 

.  ratton«f  the  faft.  Of  MaUet,  it  was  remarked, 
whoB  he  wrote  the  life  of  Bacon,  that  he  had 
forgotten,  Daeon  was  a-  philofopher :  This 
karded  perf^n,  when  treating  of  a  law  qu^tion, 
Ibtiget^j  that  Bacon  was  a  lawyer.  And,  is  it 
aebefiaiy^D  prove,  that  Bacon,  as  he  was  bom, 
in  I561,  -find  died,  in  1626,  was  the  contem- 

,  pOT-of]!  ^f  Shakipeare  j  who  was  born,  in  1564, 

.it^^od,-ifi  1616?    - 

It  19,  hoiftever,  of  fomc  importance  to  Ciorr, 
t^t;  ihe  beo}  will  not  always  prove  the  faB ; 
itissix^fbtfaBi  may  fometimes  i^unf^tbe  Jaw. 
Wbre  it  a  qucftion,  whether  there  exifted  in 
EogHnd,  during   that   period,  any  gaming- 

.houtest.ibe  learned  coadjutor  of  the  public 
ftcculer  would,  doubtlefs,  quote  the.  Hatate 
of  the  33  Henry  8,  which  prohibited  fucfa 
hdufes;  iin  order  iopn>»e  the  ia.&,  that  there 
could  have  been  none :  Yet,  that  this  evi- 
dence is  inconclufive,  a  little  inquiry  would 
have  Iatis5ed  him.  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the 
28th  bf  iier  reign  granted  %o  Thomas  Cora- 
walijs  A  liccnfe  "  to  make  graunts  Ivr  keeping  of 
"  g:uuibg-houfes,  and  ufing  of  unlawful ^ames, 
"  contrarie  to  the  ftatutc  of  ^7,  Hen.  8.(y)" 

'We  now  perceive,  that  an  aS  of  .pt^Hiailaie&t 

ii)  I'<x^*s  tUuIlndaiis,  ToLiii.  p.  161. 

6  itfclf 
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iUelf  is  not  conclujgve  evident^,  to  pr6ve  ^ 
/a£i, aSertedi  wbich  is.eflabiiibe4:by  different 
evidence  of  fupfcriof  force.  "  There  are  np 
"  tricks  in  plain  and  limple.feith."  When-A$p 
/afl  rifes  in  the  horizon,  by  tile  .produiSio^ 
of  uttfeale4  .tul^s  pf  vufious  kind^,  the  ilfong 
beams  pf  ttufh_  foon  dij'per.fe  thts  cloyds  pf  itf 
ports,  yor-booksj  ^nd  law  autboritieSk  whl(^» 
in  the  prefcot  .jj^y,  us//,  ohjture  jlu-.ftfji^ 
vhifb  thy  'mw  Mumimted \r).  ■  . 
'  Bttt.'  this  karoed  pcrfoii  pegfifts  in  aikin^ 
"  Were  there  h»',i(vftrun)«jj{S,  .like  tjii*  in 
•*..Sbak^s^rp's  nueiev  thensied  by  merchaot^ 
"  dhd  others  in  their  coniide<t]tiij  traofaiSions*? 
"  Jjt  will  be  found,  on  tlie-cootrasy,  ihat^he 
"  W9nt  of  tihern.^yas  a  fhenne  of  complaint  i^ 
"  mcH-e  than  half  a.  century  aiter  his  dea^»" 
He  perfeveree,  oeverfhelefs,  ia'fhis  dark  fearclju 

(r)  The  famous  Richan',  Earl  of  Warwick,  on  the  ad 
of  November  1454,  wrote  to  Sir'Thomas  Todenham  tu 
borrow  ten,  or  twenty  pounds ;  promifiiig  "  We  fliali  fend 
"  it  you  again  afore  new-year's  day,  with  the  grace  of  God, 
"  as  we  are  a  true  fciright."  [Fenn's  Letters,  vol,  J.  p.  87.^ 
Here;  then,  is  a  curious  fpccimen  of  an  unfealtd  bill  of 
knight-booi.  To  this  bill,  however,  the  learned  Mr.  Ser* 
jeant  Vavafor  would  have  objeiSed  :  "  Here  are  no  words  oif 
*•  obligation ;  for  %frsmife  does  not  conjlitute  an  obligation." 
[Inquiry,  376.]  There  is  fcarcely  an  abfurdlty,  that  fome 
fhilofophers  have  not  maintained :  And,  hardly  a  ^icane, 
witicb  fome  lawyers  have  not  prai^ifed ! 

Y  2    '  ■•■      thoiigh 
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though  tbe  fa^  was  blazing  before  his  eyes: 
For,  there  undoubtedly  were  unfealed  bills*  in 
the  practice  of  England,  before  Shakfpeare  was 
bom.  I  have  produced  a  genuine  note  ofbandt 
dated,  in  July  1596.  The  public  accufer  has 
{HToduced  three  unfealed  bills,  of  Tanous  forms. 
His  learned  coadjutor  has  ieen>  in  the  well 
known  treatifes  on  commm  ejfurances,  unjealed 
bills  of  every  fhape.  Lord  Bacon  fpokc  fami- 
liarly of  uts/^n^  bills  j  and  aiHgned  them  their 
proper  raok  among  book  debts>  and  verbal 
contra^  (/).  Yet,  notwithftanding  all  thofe 
AutkcHities,  the  learned  perfon  "  plays  h^  and 
"  loofc  wrath  iaieh :  fo  '^^&  with  heaven." 

It  will  be  found,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
Was  not  the  want  of  unfealed  bills,  but  the 
wftnt  c^  mg«tmhU  quaKlies  in  them,  which 
«ns  the  real  "theme  of  conllant  complaint." 
The  learned  perfon  will  quote  the  ftatutc  of 
(/)  Anne,  which  was  made  to  give  thofe  ne- 

f»)  The  Statute  of  Ufory,  13  Eliz.  ch.8.  malces  void 
<■  AUbande3,coiitrzi£^uulairurances,caliateraJI,  or  other:" 
This  proves  how  vaiious  comnan  ajfurancu  then  were.  SSt 
John  Marrington  has  an  epigram  **■  Oa  one  that  lent  tnooey 
**  on  £ire  band  :"-> 

"  And  ftu-  your  more  aflnrance  jon  fliall  have 
"  Wkat  oUigacion,  you  yourielf  win  crave ; 
"  Or  tnll,  or  band,  yonr  paj^mcnt  to  perfbrme, 
'  Recogoizancti  ftatatt,  or  any  fbrme." 
(f)  3-4  Ann.  cb.  ix.  Inquiry,  394. 

gotiabltf 
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godable  qualities  to  unfeakd  notes;  in  order 
to  prave,  in  contradiftion  to  the  fifb,  that, 
fuch  notes  did  oot  exift  before  the  flatute  : 
Yet,  the  praftice  of  the  countty,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts,  as  they  are  reported  by 
the  lawyers,  and  quoted  by  him^  evince,  that 
fiich  notes  did  exift,  and  circulate  among 
traders }  though  the  recovery  of  them,  by 
fuits  at  law,  was  obftinately  oppofed,  by  cH» 
ehane  m  ermine.  But,  I  will  not  quote  pro- 
ceedings, which  do  no  credit  to  the  judges,- 
who  were  unconfcious,  that  the  law  con- 
tinually grew  under  the  benches;  and  who. 
bad  not  then  learned  to  facilitate  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice,  by  applying  the  principles 
of  the  common  law  to  the  coaunon  pradicQ 
of  the  country ;  as  often  as  the  fpjrit  of  c<»i>*i 
merce  introduced  new  modes  of  b^ncfs* 

The  ftruggle,  whicl^  was  thus  fo  long 
maintained  in  our  jurifprudence,  by  the  fpirit 
of  cc»nmerce*  as  it  forced  its  way  in  the 
worlds  and  the  courts  of  jullice,  a^uated  «a 
they  were  by  prejudice,  rather  than  principle,, 
proves  clearly,  that  unfealed  notes  did  exift, 
did  circulate  }  and  were  a0igned,  in  hik, 
though  they  were  not  ai^gn^hle,  in  law, 
ijuring  a  century,  prevvjus  to  the  Aatute  of 
^nne.    The  report  of  the  Board  of  Tf*dc» 
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if  Pee6mber  169^,  is  a  .-prcHirf',  of  this  (ft) 
p«H<*j<by  ftpwvigf  that  ibwrfsi;  bills,  tnd 
no|lr»>  yttersilafltgrikd;  thoughmot  Hb  frequently 
a&.oeecflity.  r^uired.  At  tbeepoch  Of  tb? 
I^pcafioos  jit,  wiia  a  common  .pradtice  to 
pay:  dobta,  by  affignmcnt  of  other  dcbts^ 
jh^vd  t0;triin!jffa' documciitEk  by  ddity  lale  (v). 

'  fu)  "  And  wliereas  a  great  part  of  trade  is  carried  on  By 
cremi,  ami  »rwft- tftdt^ling,  We  humb!)' conceive.  If  it  were 
eat^qdi'tbqtrjt  ibsU  hot  h;  rcafter,  be  in  the  power  of  any 
perfoit,  that  haih  by  any  writing,  unJcr  his  band,  tcftt&cd 
by  two  wicncfT.-Sj  a.Tlgi.cd  or  traiisfuiri'd,  any  bond,  bill,  ot 
■niU^  made  to  him  ^y  any  other  pcrfijii,  to  m^ike  voij,  S\U 
diarge,  or  releafc  iVie  faid  bonif,  biH;  or  note,  or  any  of  the 
money  due.  tu  (iLCh  bond,  bill,  or  nucc,  or  any  part  thuRo^ 
afta  fucb  afligiifiicm,,mu»le,on,4i^  Lid  boii-^  bill,  orupt^ 
but. that  fucb  afliyicc  Ihull  liavf  the  lame  rigiit.  power,  and 
authorit)'.  fo  lue  fucJi  pjrfans,  In-JcbtiJ  bj  fiich  bond,  biH,  or 
rtrtei-ri^  h'n  nvn  kumt^  and  to  recover  the  money  fe  due,  is 
if  fuch  bond,  hitlyornote,  had  bunrmiidcorigtnlHy  tohim> 
ftlf-i  that  tSten,  traders  ^louid  more  frequently  take  bonds, 
■  notes,  Of  bills,  for  fiich  gi>ods,  as  they  may  ftll,  to  be  paid 
^  time,  and  would  transfer,  anJ  a;5gn,  tlir  fame  to  otlien, 
as  ilicir  occafions  m;,y  require  :■  And  thereby  malcc  fuch 
tnodi,  bills,  and.  notes  vcjy  ufefii]  and  fubtrvient  for  tfce 
carrying  on,  and  increaiipg  of  traJe.*' 

{V}  5ee,  The  SeuUs  »f  Cemmerce^  by  Thomas  WiJlsfOTd, 
printed  in  1660,  lig.  a.  wln'.ii,  as  a  tr^tife  of  book-keeping, 
ilowing  the  p.actice  of  mercantile  builnds,  is  a  better  au> 
thoriiy,  than  a  law  report,  ihuvving  the  praftice  of  the  courts 
of  juftice ;  which  w/s  governed  by  erdfidal  priaciplo, 
ratber  than  bjr  tfae  uf^tjes  of  commercial  lifi:. 

But, 
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But,  this  prtftjcci  M^ti^h  neceffif^- '(fidated,- 
atid^  eoAvsnieiice  approved,  was'  of  a  mocb 
elder  origin.  Th«  cafe,  which  is'-rej»rtcd  by 
Malynes,  of  a  foreign  ^<ftor,  who  pnrchafed 
baize  at  Colchefter,  to  be  paid  for  in  the  bill 
of  debt  of  a  third  pc,rfon,  vyould  alone  provQ 
the  /aSi{w).  One  of  the  firft  a<3s  of  Kifl^ 
JatiKs's  government,  after  his- accaiiiwi,  v^as, 
to  prohibit,  by  prodamation,  the  qffignment  of 
debts t  and  aBians^x),  .The  pradtic*,  then,"  of 
affigning  debts,  was  common,  during  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth.  And,  ti^e  accuilqmcd  hufinefs 
of  the  city  of  London  was  very  diiferent  frooj 
what  the  reports  of  fuits  in  Weftminfter-hall 
feem  to' reprefent,  as  the  varied  tranfaftions 
of  raercantile  bodiea  {y)  :  Here,  tbco,  is 
another 

(lit)  Malyitc's  Lex  Merc.  edit.  1622,  p.99  :  The  billf 
were  aol,  at  that  early  period  of  our  mcrcandb  a^irs,  ifi* 
dorfcd  ovier,  according  co  modern  forms,  but  afB|0|;d,  and 
9ftea  Kuewed  to  tbcaffignee;  who  cqhU  thcti' Maintain  ^ 
Aiit  for  tbc  recovary  of  paymi^t,  m  bis  awhi  bmdc^ 

{x)  The  proclamation  was  daled  the  7th  of  May  l6oi|, 
^nd  may  be  feen  in  Strype's  Annals,  vol.  iv.  p.  379. 

(y)  The  fcdlowing  agreement,  between  two  aUermen  of 
London*  which  I  found  in  i  large  coUedioa  of  original 
pjipcn,  that  M  come  from  the  LoflgvUb:  libriiry,  aiwl 
yiiiidi  I  lately  purctufcd  of  Mt.  Chapman,  the  bookieller, 
I  fubouC  to  the  reader }  becaufe  it  {ho  as  the  true  nature  of 
Y  4  real 
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another  example,  which  pi<oves«  wUfaArong 
ConviflioD,  that  flwwing  the  law,  even  if 
it  were  aecMnrtdy  ft^tcd,  does  not  eftaWifli 

Tho 

real  buTineTs  j  becaufc  it  bears  on  ftveraj  toplcks  of  this  In- 
quiry; viz.  die  oontraaionof./fcBflZ);A}  the  pointing;/'} 
^afymma  ofMt.StCTttaiyCedhitaJy  \a fiitiifaSwn <£ 
m  dett  I  and  becauTe  this  agrcentent  prgves  incontroveitihl^ 
the  poiitions  in  the  text ;— - 

**  SexCQ  die  JJovembris  Anno  Dm:  l6o2. 

Artides  of  agreement  made  between  the  right 

worfltipful   Sir  John  Hart    and  Sir  Richard 

Martin  knights  and  aldermen  of  London  for 

the  true  payment  tof  fight  hundred  poundes 

due  unto  the  (aid   Sir  John  by  the  faid  Sit 

Richard  .*//  in  qunncr  following—viz';  // 

jfioo— That  Sir  J<^n  Hart  flia)l  have  the  benefit  of  a 

certain  bond    of  Mr.  Secretary  Cecill's  of  jfioo 

principall  debt,  which  is  due  to  the  faid  Sir  Ricbardi 

^ichbond  Sir  John  Haitdoth  accept  for.  j£io»:/ 

/4oa^Tbat  Sir  Richard  Martin  £hall  pay  or  cai^  to  bea 

paid  unto  the  faid  Sir  John  Hart  the  fiimc  of  J[,^oo 

out  of  certain  fidt  workes  belonging  unto  the  fiud  Sir 

Richard  Martin  by  jf  200  *C  A"  —  viz'.     At  erery 

fix  mpnothSj^ioo  and  lor  the  true  payment  thereof 

at  the  laid  tymes  or  within  xl'^*  days  after  every  o^ 

the  faid  times  Sir  John  Hart  is  to  have  good  fureties 

fuch  as  hee  Audi  like  of 

/3OQ    That  Sir  Richard  Martin  Oiall  pay  or  caufe  to  be 

paid  unto  Sir  John  Han  ^yxt  more,   by  ^iOQ  at 

f  very  lix  months  end,  the  firft  month  to  begin  from 

^hriftmas 
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The  learned  coadjutor  of  die  public  accujer 
iails  then*  ia  feveial  points :  Firft,  he  £iils, 
in  arguing  agaiiift  tbefoB :  For,  various  fomu 
of  unjealed  btUs^  which  may  be  called  notes 
pf  bmdt  being  produced,  it  was  abfurd  to 
inquire,  whedier  they  exifted,  at  tjie  epochi 
of  ttKJr ;  feve^^l  dates*  which  go  back  to  the 
year  1589:  Secondly,  he  &ik.  in  fiippofing, 
that  proof  of  the  non-qQignment  of  notes  would 
prove  ^^  nm-^xifitnce  t  Thirdly,  he  fails, 
JQ  producing  dbe  law-reports  of  various  fuits, 
that  were  ifift^^vtcd,  for  enforcing  the  pay-) 

Chriftmas  next,  ■ftw  die  date  above  written,  pMtdng 
ifl  good  bond*  bother  with  liifficicnt  furedes  unta 
6ir  John  Hart  Aich  u  hee  ilull  like  of  ibr  the  due 
payment  thengf  Kcordtng]/ 

In  ^onfider^tpn  whereof  Sir  J<An  Hart  is  con- 
tented to  ye«ld  up  and  ddiver  unto  the  &id  Sir  Rich- 
ard Marttn  or  hb  alEgns  all  Aich  writii^  and  eri- 
dencca  wfaidf  In  laifa  of  the  laid  Sir  Richard,  at  cv 
lieftffe  tb(  ^eptiftb  day  of  January  next  enTaing  die 
day  abore  vritten,  fo  ttut  (be  iiiid  Sir  Richard  doo 
^rfbrme  every  tS  tb^ve  meotianed  articles  within 
or  uppon  laid  tweniietb  of  January  odierwife  afl 
thinges  are  to  renuyne  unto  the  laid  Sir  John  Hait 
as  diey  do  at  this  [vefent,  and  Aele  articles  to  be  v(»4 
to  all  intents  and  purpt^ 

In  Witnes  wherrof  the  &id  Sir  John  Hart  to 
Ade  prefcnts  hath  fett  his  hand  Ac  day  and  yev 
^  Aovc  written." 

(figiKd)      John  Hart: 
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ihenit  of  gt^dfimihs  no^s',  promitkry  notes, 
o^a/a/ bills,  inland  bHts,  fcreigri  bills ;  whk^ 
provCf  that  foeh  docamcnts  did  exiil,  tnd 
wtt^  affigned :  And  laftly,'  he  fails,  in  W- 
flocing  an  aTgtfmdnt,  Whieh;  however  Jeameel, 
ia  vrftolly  irrefcvant  to  the  queroon,  with  t«- 
gard  to-  the  dxiitence  of  fkch  i'hote  as-Sfeak- 
ipearc's,  during  that  bufy  age.  •  ■    = 

But,  this  learned  perfon  will'  be,  doiihtlcfe, 
more  happy" itl'^fomt  othsr'cf '"his  tbpicks. 
"■-The  Chifef*  Jaffic6"|;H8it^*'was  as  firm, 
*•  farys  he,  in  '  fhe'  coftfcitlntious  difcharge  of 
•*  his  duty  agaif^  the  law  merchantt  as  on 
*•  anotlier  mcaaflrable  occafion  Ii?  had  been 
*'  ^infi  the. ibui  gf  parliament"  Ic  feemeth 
to  have  been  the^  opinion  of  the  Chief  Juftice» 
as  it  is  of  .this  learned  perfon',  that  the  Itra 
merchant f  and  the  law  of  parlifnieTitj  w^e  not 
parts,nayarenot  imjUortaai  bilaAche^of  die  law 
6f  the  land.  The  Statutu^' de  SfdpuUs  of  (2) 
pdward  jd,  appears  to  have  '^e^n  forgotten 


{z)  %f  Ed.  3.  ilat..2.  cli- 1.  AU  people  of  <^  Sc^ tc  flnit 
be  ruled  by  the  lain  menhvt,  aod  not  by  tbt  ttmnan  Uv>. 
Tb*  SMt4tuiidi  Sttpaiit  ^ivx^.  then,  a  Jcu)d  of  mercantile 
ced«.  ByclBi^o|r;irctUB{t^ces,tbewbolebc%of tTitden 
of  England  htcaiiu  the  people  ofthi^StapUf  who  wac  cntitle<I, 
ia  their  ooouncrck^  tran&ftions,  to  the  prote<^on  of  \k& 
ftawte, 
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in  W«ftinihfl:cr*haH.  alfhough  ttrwi^  rmiKiBH 
bered  on  'Change.  «  The  oKirdi^ata  wei* 
"  foiled  in  all  their  attcmptt,"  ho  adds,-  to- 
obtain  JQilice>  according  to  th^najturefif  then', 
grieyaftoes.  '  He  iinmtdiatcly  ati^nt  thje-raa*" 
£mi  :  "  The  circuktktn  of  pronsiifory  jioter' 
*'  howler  was  not  oppofed  by  Wcftminftcr-* 
**  hall  alone.  Maay  of  the :  mereaatUe  in- 
"  (eceA,  and.  e?en  Sir  Jofiah-  Childi  among* 
"  the  -ccft,  .originany- declared  agaiaft  "  {the 
circulation  of  promitTory  notes.]  i  rould  ieb 
againft  that  a&rtion  a  chronological  feiies 
of  %-aB$  on  Trade,  which  woald  demonftrate 
this  felf-cvident  pofition^  that  (he  inecchants;' 
who  generally  underftand  their  own  intereft, 
were  (he  greateft  promoters  ef  the  circolation 
of  every  fpecieS  of  ntiercantile  papfii:  :  And, 
the  fad  is  proved,  by  the  praflice.  Yes ;  Sir 
Joliah  Child  wa»  very  aealous  againA  .this 
circulation  of  notes  I  For,  he  has  written  a 
whole  chapter,  to  fliow  the  vaift  benefit,, 
which   would  reiUIt  to  the  country,    Ironj. 

fbttute.  BuC^  it  was  long  before  the  ju<%es  coulj  be  nude, 
feniible  of  thole  trutht ;  or  ttut  the,  f^rit  of  trade,  and  ^be, 
pniiliHcc  of  the  people,  had  produced  a  kind  of  levolutiaaui 
the  law,  without  their  perceiving  the  change,  oc  Kdvertiiig^ 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  accommodate  the  piooeedings  <£ 
|he  courts  to  the  new  babiu  of  cne  peojiie. 

the 
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the  tramfermce  of  dehls{a).  Child,  and  the 
jnorch^its,  were  brought  upon  the  iVage ;  in 
order  to  exhibit  prsm^ory  notes,  as  ft  »rw 
tOTuiation  of  recent  tinies.  But,  the  hSt 
't  outffMaks  the  adtors."  It  has  been  Ihown, 
by  every  mode  of  proof,  that  notes  of  hand 
did  exU^,  though  not  in  name,  during  Eliza- 
beth's teign ;  that  debts  were  transferred, 
dioogb  tliey  were  not  indorlable,  in  that  pe- 
riod ;  that  die  invefttgation  of  t6e  &w,  were 
liw  law  clearly  fetded,  cannot  over-rule  the 

fiB-t  when  it  is  once  afcertained. 

••  But,  the  great  epoch,  in  the  hiftovy  of 

.V  pper  credit,  is  the  forqoa^ion  of  the  B^nk 

(d)  Difcouiie  on  Trade,  1690,  cb.  v,  p.  io6. — Sir  Jofiab 
Child,  indeed,  and  every  other  writer,  may  be  made  to  ailerf 
any  thin^i  by  inUrptlatiott,  In  the  Inquiry,  p.  396,  Sir  Jo- 
fiah  it  (aid  to  hare  originaliy  declared  againft  "  the  innovated 
**  ptaftice  of  bankers ;  and  die  new  inveiitioa<^calhieri^.'' 
Nowi  the  firft  daufe  about  bankers  was  taken  from  his 
Difcourfe,  p.  17,  (he  fecond  claufc  about  eff/biertng  was 
taken  from  a  difTercnt  paragraph,  in  p.  18  ;  though  both 
■re  put  together  in  the  Inquiry.  Sir  Jofiah  was  arguing  in 
1690,  during  the  preflUret  of  that  moment,  againft  the  m- 
iMvated  preSici  of  taking  money  from  trade  to  lend  to  the 
pjvcrnmont,  during  dut  diftreffing  war,  and  die  ntvi  ht- 
ientien  of  cajhiermg,  in  buying  up  difcredieed  public  lecu- 
ritics.  Child  was  To  far  froin  irigtnaUy  declaring  agaihft  die 
prance  of  bankers,  that  he  criginalfy  wrote  in  favour  of 
backers.  [See  his  Brief  Qipniatims^  1668,  p.  5.] 
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**  c^  England,  in  i694,"  %s  thU  letnied 
perfon  (h)  :  And»  this  }s  iaid  bf  him»  partly 
to  Aiow  the  recent  eflabliihment  of  papAt 
credit ;  but  more  to  afcertain  the  true  birdk 
and  parentage  of  promiiToiy  nates.  It  is  cer- 
tain, however,  that  paper  ctedit  was  intro- 
duced, and  promiflny  notes  origlnatedt  up- 
wards of  a  century,  before  the  great  ?poch  of 
1694.  Paper  credit  was  compleatly  eAabli(h- 
^,  during  the  civil  wars,  though  it  bad  its 
origin  in  an  earlier  age  (r).     Yet,  this  leara- 

(*]   Inquiry,  388. 

{()  Dibenturts  were  ilTued,  for  paying  Ibldiers  armre,  in 
1648  [Scobcl,  1648,  ch.  113;]  and,  thcfe i^/««Kraf  were 
iflued,  as  a  ftate  rerource,  in  the  rubfequent  years.  Thefe  de- 
bentures were  declared,  by  the  ordinance,  to  be  in  the  nature 
of  bonds,  or  bills,  payable  (o  ajfigtutix  each  ddKnture  to  be 
fof^.io,  oruiKler.  {Scobel,  1649,  ch.  43.]  Here,  then,  we  fee 
paper  credit,  exchequer  bills,  or  bonds,  and  bills,  payable  to 
ajfgTuti^  in  fm^l  fums,  for  the  purpole  of  currency.  Andj 
iet  the  ordinance,  1650,  ch.  29-49 — 1653,  cb.  6-16.  for 
fublic faith  paper  credit^  which,  iji  hik,  began  with  the  nar. 
[Scobel,  164Z,  ch,  5-6-7.3  But,  this  paper  credit  may  be 
traced  to  Elizabeth's  reign,  if  not  to  an  earlier  period.  In 
January  1 589,  a  warrant  was  ilTued  to  Sir  Frauds  Watfiag- 
ham  tomakeout^i'i^yfff/^fora  lean.  [Bu^bley's  Diary^ 
in  Murden,  p.  789.]  Sir  Ji^  Harrington  iiasai^epigcain, 
••  on  lending  on  ^rjufy^fl/r,''  'i  the  timeof  Elizabeth:— • 

*  White  God  preferves  the  frinct  ne're  be  ^may'dt 

"  But,  MJbi  fail,  be  fmc  we  fiiall  be  paid.'* 

Cd   ' 
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ki-^  p^risW  (|uotes  .WARAPHToa,  another 
icftfnftJ'pftffsQ!,  for  decUrittg  '*  paper  credit-to 
**  ,be  an>iiw«ntioti>  fince  the  time  of  William 
•  the  ^»pA:{d)."  Haj^y !  might  it  be,  if 
Jcsnutd  |)eribo8  would  deal  a  little  mere  ia 
&£ls»  and  a  Uttle  U(s  in  a^Tertions.  Ttbe  od- 
gio  of  the  gsidfmithi  netet  is  alTig^ed  Jto  the 
year  1673  (f)»  Yet,  thefetpo  may  be  traced 
back  Co  an  earlier  xra.  They  became  vifible 
to  ivdry  eye,  about  the  year  1650,  with  the 
Jebenturej^zxid  public  faith  paper  money  of  thofc 
dillraftcd  times  (/").  But,  there  were  gold- 
fmiths,  in  London,  during  the  reign  of  James  1  ft, 
who  de^  ih  gold  and  filver;  who  were  cajhiers; 
and  who,  confequently,  ifliied  notes,  as  inci- 
dental to  their  trade  {g).    From  this  hiftori- 

cal 

{d)  Inquiry,  4,00.         (<)  Inquiry,  383-85. 

if)  Jotiri  Polexfcn,  an  intelligent  member  of  the  firtt 
Board  of  Trade,  when  treating  of  diis  fubje£t',  in  1696,  tys, 
**  there  were  no  footfteps  of  goldfmiths'  notes,  paiHng  for 
**  money,  tiH  fince  anno  1650."  [IMfceurJi  »n  Tradf  aaA  ■ 
Ctin-i  1697,  p.  64.]  And,  he  adds,  "that  die  pailng  of  pa- 
**  per,  in  payments,  ma  not  much  pradifed  till  after  anno 
«  1660."  tlb.  68.] 

{g)  Vid.  TbeDulamtUn  to  ParUaTRent,'\>y  Thomas  VU 
cJctof  Londan,  goldTmith,  1643,  p.  22.     Banks,  and  bank' 
ers,  became  foon  fiuniliar  to  the  wits  of  tbofe  times;  as  we 
nay  infer  from  the  commendatory  veiics,  which  were  pre- 
fixed 
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cat  deduaion,;we  now  (wrceive,  that  dkoie 
.commcfciai  aoacbroKulifis -w^re  bnsughli  iram 
■"  ftaiky.darknds"  into  no9n.:day,  k^  thdis 
lexraed.perrans  j  ui  ordcr.<f»  fiiiE  their  feroral 
■  iyitems-;  tbe  one^  to  juiltfy  tl;^  ibcdini  invec- 
tive of  Pcjpc  jgfttnft  paper  credit;  the  ochcr, 
to,prove,.froin  the  recent  origin  of  paper  cre- 
dit, lad  of  ^oUfmiths  dotes*  the  modern  cpodi 
of-  notes  of;  hajid ;  as  tf  there  were  any  inti- 
mate connedtion  between  (be  one  kirylofdo- 

fized  to  Bcaumwit  and  Fletcher's  -|4j^  1647;  aa.i  whidi 
George  Hills  addTeflsd  to  Fletcber  >-b 

**  Monarch  of  wit  (  Gc^at  tiu^ast.'nt  ^wtabbi 

**  From  whofj  rubianify  by  a  Praniethean  ftealA." 

The  habits,  and  language,  of  merchants,  during  the  pre* 
cetKag  age,  maybe,  feenia  the  Btggat's  £1^ of  ficautnobt 
and  Flctdjor  :-^ 

"  There  was  oerer  braught  to^orbobr  fb  ridi  a  bettwn^ 
«*  bat  his  biU  would  pafTe  unqueflioned  for  her  lading." 

"  Nor  lend  upon  the  ofiuratue  of  a  mU-ptmi'd  Uliefy  al- 
•  liiough  a  clrallenge  fjceuid  the  dcnyaH." 

**  Are  you  the  awaers  of  the  ihij>,  that  lafi  night  put  into 
"  the  hai'bour  ? — ' 

■  Both  of  cha  {hip,  and  hding, — What's  ihe  franght? 
«  Indigo,  quitcliineel,choifeChyu3  fluffs;  and  clotti  of  gold 
<*  brought  fretn  Camball. — Ricli  ladit^;  fcr  ■which  I  ivcre 
*■  your  diapma^  ;-M-Jnit  I  un>alrcady  ontof  c«/&.— 'I'lle^ntf 
"  jwK^tffi,  for  the  moiety  of  all.  Howlongf— SixiiiOB£tlSk~ 
"  'Tis  a  faire  offer ;  ■, which  fif  we  agree  about  the  prijc?) 
.  ■**  [prices]  I,  witli  thajiks,  accept  gfj  ,aiid  w21  moke  prcfent 
•*  paymcDt  rf  the  reft."j 

cumen^ 
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cument/aad  the  other ;  as  if  the  unfeaUd  bill, 
which  is  the  original  note  of  hand,  under  va- 
rious forms,  but  a  difierent  name,  had  not 
cxifted,  in  &&>  for  ages  before  paper  .credit 
was  uoderftood,  or  goldfmiths  notes  were  cir- 
culated. But,  prejudice  and  error  are  the 
conftant  compaoioos  of  each  other.  The 
learned  coadjutor  emulates  the  public  accufer, 
in  arguing  againft  the  foB,  which  cannot  be 
denied  >  and  in  aHumiog  the  pcunt,  which  be 
undertook  to  prove  :t— 


-  That  ant  trrtr 


**  Fills  him  widi  faults ;  makes  him  run  throu^  all  lias> 
I  might  here  fubmic  this  Apology  for  the 
BeHevertf  to  the  juft  confideraiion  of  this  cri- 
tical court,  who  have  been  as  patient  as  a  gen- 
tle Jiramt  without  taking  the  benefit  of  a  re- 
capituktion.  Bu^  the  fumming  up  of  the  evi- 
dence to  the  jury  fhows  the  nature  of  the 
i^e  between  the  parties ;  clears  away  all  the 
nibbUh  of  fophiftry  from  the  caufe ;  and  col- 
leds  all  the  rays  <£  proof  into  one  focus  of 
demonftrative  conclulion.  The  believers  were 
acculed  of  being  the  partizans  of  a  cbm^  and 
iuagling  forgery  ;  without  having  the  J^rit  to 
iefmd  their  belief  or  the  virtue  to  retroB  tbetr 
error.  They  now  fubmit  fuch  an  Apology, 
ai  could  be  made  in  fome  haile,  amid  other 
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avocations,  without  much  previous  ilor^  of 
initerials,  or  iuiy  great  fubfequent  iludy. 
They  have  produced  a  genera/  argumenf, 
which,  they  think,  cannot  be  refuted,  for  prov- 
ing, that  they  ought,  according  to  the  efta- 
bliihed  rules  of  logic,  to  have  believed,  in  the 
£rft  inftance,  thofe  Mifcellaneaus  Papers  to  bp 
genuine.  By  decUniiig  to  meet  this  general 
argument,  the  public  accufer  betrays  his  own 
confciouihefs,  that  it  i$  not  to  bo  refuted. 
But,  he  attempts  to  overthrow  the  primarjr 
convi(£tion,  which  is  the  refult  of  thofe  gene- 
ral reafonings,- by  particular  invefUgations. 
In  doing  this,  he  makes  a  t boaf and  oh]i&.'vons, 
fucceffively,  to  the  Mifcellaneous  Papers^  both 
publifhed,  and  unpublllhed.  His  objedtions 
have,  in  thfeir  turn,  been  minutely  examined, 
not  by  vagjie  declamation,  but  by  oppofing 
feft  to  fiaion,  and  true  logic  to  delufive  fo- 
phiftry.  By  thefe  means,  have  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  of  his  obje£tions  been  found 
■wanting,  in  the  balance  of  truth.  It  is,  there- 
fore, humbly  hoped,  that  the  public  accufer 
Jball  take  nothing  by  bis  motion^  when  he  prays, 
that  the  believers  may  be  adjudged  to  the 
critical  pillory,  for  having,  on  very  difputable 
'points,  thought  differently  from  him;  and 
becaufe  they  ftill  think,  contraiy  to  his  judg- 
Z  zncD^ 
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toefilt,  that  diofe  MifceUaneous  Papers  cannot 
fe&fily  be  convidied  of  fpunoofnefs ;  and  diat 
fbme  (^  tho&  papers,  like  the  £unous  pofition 
of  BcHd^,  denying  the  exiftence  of  matter, 
^*hich  it  IS  fo  difficult  to  confute,  by  logical 
teafqnings,  cannot,  by  &ir  argumentation,  be 
Ihown  to  be  counterfeit,althoughj5^^/i(^cfl?Hg» 
toiay  Juppofe  them  to  be  a  chtmjjf  Jraud  (A), 
^ut,  having  undertaken  impq0bHitiest  the  pub- 
lic acctifer  has  feiled,  egrcgioufly,  iii  proving 
nis  point.  And,  it  remains  for  the  wifHom 
"<if  this  court,  when  it  fliaU  confider  his  erro- 
'neoUs  pleading,  to  admomOi  the  fophift,  who, 
*fe  deluded  by  felf-conceit,  how  he  undertaken, 
'hereafter,  by 

■*  Murdiring  tmpaffMliij.,  to  make 

«  What  cannot  be,  flight  work." 

Yet,  grave  admottijhmenti  prevail  not  with 

him,  though  they  be  given  by  the  Jovereign 

wiU.    He  refolves  to  make  ^igbt  work  with 

.  the  believers,  whom,  for  their  various  offences. 

he  divides  into  feveral  clalTes,  according  to 

.their  refpedive  degrees  of  guilt :    7be  rimo^ 

,  1.SADBR8,  who  *'know  nothing  of  the  hif- 

.**  tofy  of  Shakfpeare,   nothing  ©f  the  hif- 

-.  f  *  toiy  of  the  ftage,  or  die  hiftory  of  the 

,«  EngUih  language  (i):"^— Hie  HARDKNEO 

.        .    (ij  I'nqtiry,  3sa.      (()  Inquiry, ^52-363. 

* 5  "^  OFFENI>El.t» 
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orritMDERs,  *'wfa6  htAily  gawi  j^d^nent  on 
**  «  nutter  which  they  did  not  uaderllasd  ; 
^*  who  knew  nothing  of  old  hand  wntitig.  and 
"  nothing  of  old  language  {i)."  -  '  Thefeare 
weighty  accufittioos,  no  doubt.  And,  a  juft 
fcgard  for  their  own  vepatations,  as  antiqua« 
ries,  fi:holarG,  and  heralds,  renders  it  .necelTary 
for  the  believers  to  nuke  fome  additienal  apo- 
hQf  I  in  order  to  fhow,  that  they  are  not  quite 
fo  ignorant  of  the  htftoiy  of  the  ilage,  of  tho 
ftndies  pf  Shakfpeare,  or  of  the  fucceflive  ftote 
ttf"  the  English  language,  as  the  public  accufer 
conceits*  They  cannot  remain  filent,  with- 
<Hit  }>leading  guilty  to  the  charge,  which,  at 
tt  attacks  reputation,  involves  life  in  theifiue* 
Driven  thus  by  neceHi^,  the.  believers  may 
•xckim  with  Lear : 

«  .  ■■  Ml...  .  We  know  act  bow  tanetit  mxy  nb 

«  Tbetreafiir^  of  life,  «4ko  life  itfelf 

<*  Yidds to  the  tMt  -— ■■...!■  ■  >-—  -'V* 

— »ix ■ 

Of    TBI   UISTOKY   or    TBI    STAOI. 

When  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  paftimcA 
of  our  anccllors>  who  were  brave^  but  ilHte- 
i%tc,  we  perceive,  that  they  delighted  xaoTH 
in  foch  fports,  u.reiemhkd  the  jni^iSn(f  vf> 

(»)  lb.  364. 
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gour  of  war,  than  the  moJ^  ftiUnefs  of  pe^ce* 
^ournamentj  were,  in  thofe  times,  not  ctfJy 
the  delight  of  barons,  bold}  but  of  ladies, 
gay  [a).  In  the  regulation  of  the  boufeh(M 
by  Henry  vii,  it  is  ortiained,  that  three  dayes 
after  the  coronattatif  "  the  Qucene,  and  all  the 
*  ladies  in  their  frelheft  array,  may  go  to  be- 
".  hold  the  {b^jujies"  but,  not  to  feethe/^tx. 
Even  as  late  as  1 5 1 5,  Henry  viii,  on  May-day, 
in  the  morning,  with  Queen  Katherine,  and 
many  lords,  and  ladies,  rode  a'/nayiag  from 
Greenwich  to  Shooter's-bill ;  where  they 
were  entertained  by  Robin  Hood,  and  bis 
men,  to  their  great  contentment  (r).  While 
the  peopte  were  yet  grofs,  the  fports  of  the 

(a)  Warton^inift.  of  Poetry,  vol.  ii.  C.  7. 

(i)  Hoyfeliold  Ordinances  pub.  bj  the  Ant.  Soc.  1790> 
p.  124.—**  Julls,  and  tourtiamenCE,  were  a  court  recreation, 
"  in  fofnaerdajrs,  at  ft^emn  times,  and  bfted  to  the  begin- 
**  ning  irf"  Queen  Elizabedi's  reign.  In  April  1560,  were 
**  great  jufts  at  Weftminfter,  and  running  at  the  tilt." 
[Strype's  Stow,  vol.  i.  p.  300.}  This  obfervation  mig^t 
ha*e  been  extended,  perhaps,  to  the  end  of  that  reign :  For» 
Ifyid  a  fdiymtta,  an  the  agth  of  November  1601,  *'iimo 
**  George  JohnTonf  keeper  of  tbt  Spring-garJeU)  of  ,^.6,  fe>r 
•'  a  Icaffbld,  wluch  he  had  ereScd  ag^nft  the  parlc-wair, 
**  in  the  tilt-yard ;  and  which  was  taken  for  the  ufe  of  the 
**  Gunlie  Egmound,  to  fee  the  tiltecs."  [Council-reg'.] 

(c)  Stow*!  Hift,  of  London,  edit.  1 754,  vol.  i.  p.  304. 

field 
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field'  being  agreeable  to  their  natoKS^  were 
more  encouraged^  from  policy,  than  the  effe- 
minate paftimes  of  **  a  city^a^."  •  . 

It  vas  with  the  revival  of  learnings  during 
die  middle  ages,  that  a  new  fpecies  of  enter- 
tftinment'was  imrbduced,  wludtivas  addfe&d 
ndier  to  the  imellid,  than  to  the  eye.  A 
religious  colloquy,  fiiiicfa  was  aptly  called  ft 
ffi^fTf,  was  '  cbntriwd,  .withoott  mudidnven- 
tion/  indeed,  and  -without  plan.;  confiiling^ 
often,  of  the  allegorical  charadtersi:  Faitk,. 
Btfpf,  Cbarityy  Sm^- and  Death.  The  wj^f- 
fiej  were  originally  repcefenbid '  ia  -fdigious. 
boujps,  in  which  places  dnly  leamiog  was,  in! 
thole  days,  cultivated ;  ami  whence  iuflrufiioar 
of  every  kind  wis  difperied  among  a  rude 
people.  The  ancient  myilefies  were  intro- 
duced upon  thcf  Gone  principle,  which  has 
often  been  adduced  in  defence  of  tjie  ODodem 
dnuna,  that  they  inftruSiedf  by  fkajm^t  and 
pltafed^  by  mJiruBittg,  While  few  could  read; 
and  at  a  time  when  few  were  allbwcd  td  pe^ 
rufe  tbt  Scriptures,  religious  truths  of  th4 
greateft  importance  were,  in  this  manner* 
pleaiantly  conveyed  to  illiterate  nunds.  Thus. 
too,  was  the  rudenefs  of  their  manners  gra- 
dually changed  into  the  foftcr  modes  of  po- 
liHied  life  :  And,  at  length,  riie  a^eries'o\>- 
Z  3  Uined 
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tainoil  a  caiqdeft  o^r  the  tottmament'f  ^bi^ 
vt2&  Ids  rehdted)  as  manners  were  more  re- 
fined, and  ^ra  \t&  fre^n'tcd*  as  the  nund 
was  elevated  tol  a  greater  dtfire  of  gentle 
peade.  :•-':., 

'  Bat;  the  inT8hi»»i  of  printiag,  and  the  nrtro- 
diidion  of  iearningv  tliade  tbemjffteriet  tiS  vaiitt 
tfaneffy  lefs  necefiaryi;  vfheu  a  niw  ^e  wb 
indnced  i  bj  more  &havekdge>  and  cnilftjr,  to 
pia^tUe  new  cnflocis. :  Henry  th^  riiith  tried: 
«o  aboIiOi  tA*  my/eriethy  z6b  of  (</)  pai&> 
aieot )  atid  the  Pnf Hans  with  a  wilder  fpoiti 
but  mdns  effel^al  ibqcefs,  exploded  the  m- 
Ugloua-' dramat^ '  aai  finM»  and  £u;riIegious  t 
tfaough  tbey  ted 'been  autboiifed  by  pope^  fir 
^itf-propagatian  of  the  gofpel,  and  eoccur^ 
hy  ^i&iapt,  for  the  polifh  of  manners. 

Aa  the  people  advanced  from  rudeneis  a 
Mftnctnentt  the  m^fierm  were  fuccccded  by 
Uu-  mordHtiei,  Simplicity  now  gave  way  a 
little  to  art.  Charaders  began  to  be  delineat- 
ed,, by  the  iiitrodudtion  of  hiftorical  peribn- 
ag^,  in  thci-rtxxn  of  tdlegorical  beings  t  and 
plot  tobe-attemptedk  by  the  unravelment  of 
foine  fable>  £»  this  ii^ulcation  of  ibme  moral. 
The  rergn  oi  Edward  the  4tb  is  fuppofed  » 

(4  34-5HcB.&cb.i* 
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bk'ld^e  t^ocii  :of-  meraiitut,  Th&ic^  ot 
Henry  the  7th  was  the  period  of  Ike  gnstcft: 
[frevftience  <^  thdfo  jnotalitie* :  But,  tbejr 
wen  not  ol^en  a^bed,  during  Blbabetli's  mffD 
of  gradual  imprbvetOent. 
The  mwUStiit  gave  pkce,  in  diek  Cora,  ta 

JcAinioD*  at  die  intervalt  ^Jf^t^^tyt  %  fjifce,  bfi 
tffaBUt  of  ^  loweft  oAleFi  It  feems  ceit^in^ 
then,  that  in  every  period  of  o&r;.  a(inak,'«« 
had  players  of  fome  fpecies/ibr  the  botttfitof 
inftru£tion»  and  the  purpoie^  of-  amnfement. 
Henry  the  yiUhi  "  the  qwene,  ai>d  my  (iidye 
!'  tliff  Kyng's  moder,"  atnuied.-themlclves 
with  a  p|ay  ait  Candlemas  {f\  Henry. tbp 
Tiiith  was,  probaUy,  th?  firft  of  our  Itiogs,  whp 
formed  an  cftablifliment  of  players>  for  the 
.amufeiqent  of  his  many  gwenes ;  but,  he  wa^ 
tbe  &rft,  who  introduced  a  ma/Ur  of  the  revel$, 

(t)  Heaiy  6th  j^Kd  on  his  hoiifebold  cflablifbment  *ig^ 
flayers  ^  inttrludts^  at  [^.  3.  6.  8.  each,  yearlj.  TTrfs 
tttimber>  aqd  ^a^t  continued  to  die  reign  of  Jamw  ift. 
Tlw  f  i^t  players  could  only  prefent  a  dnuna  of  a  veij  fin- 
plC}  and  imperfect,  form. 

(/3  Steereinlf  Sbak.  vd.  i.  p.  l5l-3;  Hen.  7A,  wI|b 
WIS  aot  apt  to  put  hii  hand  in.  hit  pocket,  gave,  at  dtari^ff* 
the  pUiytri^  thft  b^etl  hy  die  way,  6  flu.  Sds.  These  ^os^ 
\a  his  <ci^  not  txily  flfjtftt  h  Ltndim^  but,  Frr^fi  fiqyrt- 

:  .    .  Z4  for 
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ftc  procnotirig'mirtb,  and.,  at  the  fiune  ^nv 
prefecving(Ca-4cr, 

■ -^^tt^isbufet-.x^^'-ike .ufet.-9St  the  neceflary 
QoeaaraUaoA  j>£.e^h  ^tho*.  Evea  the  l^- 
formation,  a  ncceflaryigood,  brought  wi&it 
Kiigtem  -tiorileft,  its  concomitant  cvjl.  The 
pc>i^s,,««)d/the  pla^yefiS,  .whOi^¥fit;c:feo  live  ^ 
ple^fipg,  pre^ted  to  the  people  fuch  dr^ipfUt 
9B  pkaied*.  nther  than  initrui^e^^  offenj4t» 
»-JQo^i^.pop^Iace  what  was  pi^ofitablc,  r9tbec 
than)  what ^as^^t..  .  j:  ■  ■\ 

f'  N&[t,,£«»ta/)>.;qipeai'd,withfrcitapplaufe, 
t  I'iU  her  licentious  and  abulive  tongue, 
_**  Weaken'*d  the'tnagiftrate's  coercive' power." 

Such  a  government,  indeed,  as  Hcmythc 
vinth  bequeathed  to  his  infent  fon»  neceffirily 
^reduced  every  kind  of  grievance.  One  of 
thi  firft-  compkihts  of  Edward  VIA's  reign, 
was  the  fedirionfncfs  of  the  **  common  plajtn 
**  -of  interludes  arrd  playcs,  as  well  -within  the 
**.city  of  London,  as  elfe.wherp."  On  the 
'6jE|i  of  Auguft'  154.7,  there  ifliied  "  A  pro- 
-•*•  akmecisn  fcr  tie  mhi&kioB  of  fkyfrs  (j)." 
■  —  \      .     "'    ■  And, 

f^)  I  here  print  this  decitiotjtU  which  has  been  mifiated, 
■■and  tiiifreprtftntcd,  from  the  colkdion  **'Of  fuchc  prodi- 
■«  macioiis>as  have  been  fett**fiirthc  by  the  Kpgc'sMqef- 
'*'  de,**  and  imprinted  by  Richard  Graf^,  in  1550; — 

**  Fonfihuche,  as  a  greatenober  of  thofe,  that  be  com- 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


«vt«bStjok.]   J^  lie  BELIEVERS.  34} 

And,  the  maier  \ni,  in  that  reign,  fctit  to  the 

Tower,  &r  the  writiog  of  plajrsf.tbe  oSoace 

beiDg 

**  mon  plaiers  of  enterludes  and  plaies,  as  wdl  within  the' 
**  citje  of  l!^ndoti,  as  ~ds  where,  within  the  rcalmc,  do  for 
**  tbe  moAe  part  [daie  fuche  interludes^  at  conOun  matter, 
**  tending  to  fedicion^  and.contempnyng  of  funder^  good 
**  orders  it  lawes,  whereupon  are  growcn,  and  daily  are 
**  like  to  growe,  and  enfue  muchc  difquiet,  diuifioi  tumultes' 
**  tc  uprores  in  this  rcalme  die  Kynges  Majeftie,  by  the  ad- 
■*  vife  and  content  of  his  dereft  uncle,  Edward  duke  of  So*' 
**  merfet,  gouemour.of  his  pcrfdne,  and  protestor  of  hi* 
*(  lealaies  dominions  and  fubie^^l^s,  and  the  reft  of  his  faig^' 
**  ncs  priuie  counlall)  flraightty  chargeth  and  commaundetfaj 
**  al  and  cucry  his  majeftics  fubiefles,  of  whatlbevcr  ftate, 
**  order,  or  degree  thei  bee,  that  fro  die  ix  date  of  diis*  ixe* 
«  fcnt  moncth  of  Auguft,  untill  the  feaft  of  all  SainCles  nexte 
**  commyng,  thei  ne  any  of  them,  openly  or  fecredy,  plaie  in 
**  the  Engltfh  tongue,  any  kinde  of  interlude, 'plaie,  dia- 
•*  logue,  or  other  matter  fet  furthe  in  forme  of  plaie,  in  any 
**  place,  publique  or  priuate,  within  this  realmc  upo  pain 
•*  that  whofoever  fliall  plaie  in  Engliflie  any  fiiChc  play,  in- 
*'  terlude,  dialogue,  or  other  matter,  fhall  fufiVe  imprifcoi- 
**  ment,  &  fiirther  punllhmcc,  at  the  pleafiire  of  his  majeftie. 
**  For  the  better  execudon  whereof  his  majeftie,  by  die  faid 
**  aduiie  and  confent,  ftraighdy  chargeth  and  commJudedl, 
**  all  and  /inguler  maiors,  fherifes,  bailifes,  conftables,  hed- 
**  borowcs,  tidiyng  men,  jnftices  of  peace,  and  al  other  his 
"  majeflieshed  officers  in  al  y  partes  throughout  the  realms 
'*  to  geve  order  and  fpeciall  heede,  that  this  proclamacioo 
**  be  in  all  behalfet,  well  and  truely  kept  and  obferued,  M 
<*  thei  and  every  of  them,  tcder  his  highnet  pleafure,  aad 
^  will  auoyde  his  indignacion." 
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bcHig  probab>|r  aggravated  h^  diibbodtence  to. 
fom6  if^miAidD  (6)^  The  jtjalouiTy,  aad,ilrid-L 
zicdi  -of  that  period,  would  only  psrmit  the 
players .  of  the  high^ft  noblemen  to  play, 
within  their,  own  hcmres(z).    The  court  o£ 

Tbe  proclanistibn  bniig  but  temporary,  did  not.td:e' 
down,  but  oiity  dear  the'ltagc,  f6r  a  time,  lays  Fuller  j  fy- 
^l^ed  dU^rludes  (as  they  term  them}  bein^  afterward  ^r- 
WVed:  Yea,  in  th«  firf^  of  QueeA  Elizabeth,  fcrrpture- 
|kief  were  a£ted  even  in  the  church  it  feir,  which,  in  my 
qjioioiv  the  rjiore  pious,  the  more,  profane,  (looping  Ai'th'to 
fwtjf  and  ab3,tijie  tbe  majeflic  of  God's  word.  '$uch  jta. 
ma^r  (ni^  ilidfrvj  not  t^ifie,  though  indulged  the  igno- 
GWCe  of  tiutt  age :  For,  though  childt^en  may  be  played  into 
h^nungf  gd  ovil^  be  wrought  iiUo  rili^»Hy  by  ordinaucej  of 
^iae  inJHiutiMSn  and  the  vuans  ought  to  be  as  Jtr'itui^  as 
the  tnd  uficret.  ^Church  Hift.  Cent.'xvi.  p. 39a.}  It  ap- 
pears, fays  Mr.  Malone,  ^  from  the  proclamation  [of  Edwaril 
y-  the  vith]  that  the  favourers  of  Popery  about  thattime  haij 
**  levelled  &xcral  dramaticlc  inve£tives  agaiod  Archbifliop 
*f  Cranmer,  and  the  do^rines  of  the  Reformers.'*  [Shak. 
.«9L.  i.  part  ii.  p.  15.J  Yet,  we  (be,  that  the  proclamation 
.lioes.not  bear  him  out  in  his  aflertion,  which  was  probably 
laadqr  like  Jqme  other  of  his  a2crtions>  without  leeii^  the 
documoit. 

(i)  Ib  the  comcil-icgifler,  appears  the  followtng  order: 
^'**  At  Greenwicht  lOth  June  1552,  It  was  thisday  orderr 
^  ed,  Tkat  the  Lord  Treafurer  fliould  fend  for  the  poe^ 
■*  which  is  in  tbe  Tower  ftr  mniiag  pioyh  *txi  to  deliver 

-«*  him." 

(i)    A  letter  was  written  from  ^  privy  coiwcS,  mi  the 

4llftJuDe  1551,  to  the  Marquis  of  Dorfet  i  "  ftgnifyiug 
"  liccnfe 
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Edward  had;  bdwever,  a  few  Joyous' momtfbU. 
M0ttxry  ^roMV^jfij  were  exhibited  "atShroves- 
*\  tide,  and  «t  Twelftide  {k)  :"  At  the  &ftU 
vats  of  Chriftmas.  And  Candlemflt,  A  Ja-d  y 
/6^  primes  wt  /^pointed,  and  /Al^tf  were  ad- . 
ed :  ^nd  for  the  greater  jt^jna^a,  poeu  <^ 
the  greateft  talents  were  fought,  to  promote 
fcAivity.  George  FerrerSt  afieribn  of  fupeijor 
rank,  who  was  educated  at  Oxford,  and  CQtercdr 
at  Lincoln's-inn ;  and  who  was  a  gentleoiaa 
beloDging  to  the  Prote(5tor  Somcrfet,  was  em- 
fJoyed,  as  the  lord  of  the  paftimes(0*  WUlum 
Batdwyn,  who  was  a  gradi^te  of  Oxfwd,  aad 
another  of  the  celebrated  authors  of  the  A^r- 
twir  for  MegiftrateSf  was  appoiqted  to  fit. 

"  licenfe  to  be  grented,  for  to  have  his  players,  play  only  ui 
*•  his  lorcUhip's  preTence."    [Council- regr.] 

(i)  On  the  ilth  Janry.  1547,  a  wanant  was  iOtwd  &« 
^.60.  8/  lofjl  to  Sir  Thoma* Oarcy,  for  pikes,  laoce^' 
and  other  nece&rics,  for  the  Triumpby  at  Shiovc-tidef  abi' 
forweaponE  at  Twclf-tidc.    [Council-regr.J 

(/]  A  warrant  was  HTued,  on  the  30th  November  i553» 
to  pay  George  Ptrryi^  being  appointed  to  be  Lord  of  die  Paf- 
times,  in  the  King's  MajelHes  houfe,  this  Chriftmas  ^.ioo» 
tovrards  the  necel&ry  charges.  ][Conncil-reg'.]  Stow  fiiysf 
that  h«  (b  pleaiantly  behaved  himfelf,  the  King  had  great  de- 
light in  bis  paHimes.  George  Ferrcrs>  whO)  we  fee,  w» 
called  Ftrryty  died  in  1579.  "Dun  is  an  accurate  account 
ofJaiin  in  Wanoo's  Hift.  of  Poetry,  vol.  iii.  p.  ajj. 

forth 
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fir^b^  a  pk^  {m).  Edward  had  a  regular 
eftahlilhment  oS.  fleers  of  inurhdes  \  and  of 
(«^  fi^nJireU,  arid  Jinging  men,  who  fung  in 
tlfc' King's  prefencc(tf).  But,  the  feftivities 
of  Bdward'e  days  were  fobn  clooded  over  by 
the  reign  of  Mood,  which  fucccedcd  hia  pre- 
ihature  deihiib. 

The  gloonv  which  hung  orer  the  court  of 
Mary,  did  not  fpread  far  beyond  the  influence 
of  her  preCsnce.  In  London,  arid  in  Canter- 
bury, in  Eflex,  and  in  Yorkihire,  pkys  con- 
tinued to  be  a^d,  becaufe  they  were  agreea- 
Ue  to  the  country,  however  difpleafing  to 
the  court,  which,  in  its  own  darknels,  faw 
danger  from  merriment,  and,  from  its  own 
weaknefs,  perceived  fedition,  in  the  hilarity  of 

(in)  A  letter  iifas  written,  on  the  28th  JaSry  issj,  to 
Sir  Tbomu  Cawerden^  the  tnafter  of  the  levds,  to  fumifli 
WUliam  Baldwin,  who  was  appointed  to  (ec  forth  a  pla^i 
before  the  King,  upon  Caodlemas-day,  at  night,  with  all 
necelEiries. 

(k)  Io  i547,theefhibli(hmentcQiiii{ledof  Hugh  Woude- 
hous,  mafihal,  of  John  Abbes,  Robert  Stouchy,  Hugh 
Grcne^  and  Robert  Norman,  mynftrels,  whofe  wages 
amounted  to  each  iSXj  marks  a  year.   [CounctUregifler.J 

(0)  A  warrant  was  iflued  on  the  14  June  1 548,  to  p(^r 
Ridiard  AtkJnfon,  m  recomptnce  of  forty  marks  yearly,  that 
fie  had  of  the  King's  Majefiie  for  fining  before  faiin. 
[Council-regifter.J 

the 
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tlie  drama.  Special  orders  were,  accordingly, 
iffiied  to  prevent  the  adling  of  plays  in  par- 
ticular  places  (p).  When  thefc  foiled  of  ef- 
Ss£t,  a  general  order  was  iflued  from  the  ftar- 
charaber,  in  Eafter  term  1557  ;  requiring  the 
juftices  of  the  peace,  in  every  Ihire,  to  fu^r 
no  players,  whatfoever  the  matter  were,  to 
play,  within  their  feveral  jurifdiiflions.  But, 
thefe  injuni^ions,  as  they  were  difplfaling  to 
the  people,  were  not  every  where  enforced  j 
and  the  flrolling  players  found  means  to  fave 
themfelve^  from  the  penalties,  which  the  law 
inflidled  cm  vagabonds  (y).    The  magiftrates 

df 

(p)  TIk  privj'Council  wroee  to  Lord  Rich,  on  the  14^1 
of  Fetvuary  i$S{  "  that  where  [is]  there  ii  a  ftage  plajr 
<*  appointed  to  be  played  this  Shrovetide  at  Hatfield-Bra- 
**  dock,  in  Eflex,  his  X^rdfhip  is  willed  to  ftay  the  bmOf 
*^  and  to  examine,  who  (hould  be  the  players,  what  the  ef- 
**  fcSt  of  the  play  is,  with  fuch  other  circumftances  as  he 
•*  Ihall  think  meet,  and  to  fignify  the  fime  hither."  Inquiry 
toon  found,  however,  that  neither  the  play,  nor  the  playtrs, 
were  very  dangerous.  And,  on  the  i^th  of  the  fame  month 
a  letter  o(  thanks  was  written  by  the  privy-council  "  to  the 
"  Lord  Rich  for  his  travel  in  flaying  the  ftage  play ;  v).± 
**  requiring  him  for  that  he  knowcth  the  players  to  be  honcft 
**  houleholdefE  and  quiet  perfons,  to  fet  them  again  at  li- 
>*  bercy,  and  to  have  fpccial  care  to  Hop  the  like  occaCons 
"  t£  aOembiing  the  people  hereafter.*' 

(f )  See  the  letter  from  the  privy-coui)cil  to  the  preddeoc 
of  die  north,  dated  the  30th  April  15^6,  in  S^type'»  Mei». 
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of  Canterbury  were  remarkably  adivd  in  ob«r- 
ing  thofe  orders ;  in  committing  the  pli^ms, 
and  ieizing  their  lewd  play-book  (r).    Bot, 

the 

■wi  iii.  appx.  185 ;  and  Lodge's  Illuft.  voL  i,  p.  21a.  la 
die  fubfequent  year)  the  orders,  which  were  lent  into  tho 
north,  were  iflued  to  every  other  (hire.  A  letter  of  tliankt 
vas  written  by  ±e  privy-council,  on  the  nth  of  July  15J7, 
to  the  Lord  Rich,  touching  the  pUyers  %  and  Hgni^iag  to 
Jiis  Lordfliip  *'  that  order  was  given  In  the  fbir- chamber 
**  openly  to  the  juftices  of  the  peace  of  every  (hire,  thisUft 
«  term,  that  they  fhould  fufier  no  pkyers,  whatfoevcr  ibe 
**  matter  was,  to  play,  efpeciaJly  this  futnmcr,  which  witer 
*■  liiiLordlhtp  a  willed.to  obferve,  and  to  caufi:  them  tint 
'«  flull  enterprize  the  contrary  to  be  puniflicd." — A  fimikr 
lettn*  was  written,  on  the  (ame  day,  to  die  juftices  of  tbe 
tpate  Bor  tbe  county  of  £^ ;  «  ftgoifying,  thitt  as  ibe; 
'*■  were  admoniOied  this  laft  term  in  tbe  iUr-chamber,  it  il 
-**  thought  ftn^e,  that  they  have  not  accordingly  acc«n> 
•**  I^iihed  the  fame."  [Council-r^ifter,] 

(r)  The  privy-council,  on  the  27th  of  June  1557,  wrote 
a  letter  to  "  John  Fuller,  the  Mayor  of  Canterbury,  of  dianki 
■*  for  his  diligence,  in  the  apprehending  and  committing  of' 
**  the  payers  to  ward,  whom  he  is  willed  to  keep  fo,  until 
**  he  iball  receive  further  orders  from  hence.  And  in  tiie 
"mean  [time]  their  lewd  play-book  is  committed  to  the 
**  conlideration  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  Majefiy's  learned 
**  couiKil,  who  are  willed  to  declare  what  the  fame  waledi 
*t  unto  in  die  law ;  whereupon  he  Iball  receive  further  order 
>  from  hence,  teaching  tiie  fud  players.'*  Onthelllh 
of  Augiift  1557,  another  letter  was  fcnt  "  to  die  mayor  ml 
^  ildennen  of  Canterbury,  with  the  lewd  fday-boc^  kat 
•*  llidKr  by  ttKHf  and  thengunuuttOBi^alfbof  tbe  playsl 
»  tbcrerft 
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'die  mayor  of  London  feenn  ii*t;  likt  hH 
brother  c^  Catiterbaiy,  to  have  mcriced,  OA 
that  occsfion,  the  thanks  c^  the  privy-councit, 
<OT  his  zeal  againft  plays  (s).  On  the  ^th  of 
SeptemtMU* 

**  dureitf,  which  diey  are  willed  tocontider,  and  to  follow 
**  the  order  hereof  {igmfied  unto  them,  which  was,  diat  upon 
tt  underftanding  what  the  law  was,  touching  the  faid  lewd 
*>  play,  they  fiiould  thereupon  proceed  againft  the  ptayefs 
■■  forthwith^  according  to  (he  bate,  and  the  qualities  «f 
c  their  offences  -,  which  order,  they  are  willed  to  follow^ 
w  without  delay."  [Council-regiftcr  of  tbofe  dates.} 

(j)  A  letter  was  written  by  the  privy-council,  ou  the  4^1 
June  1 557,  to  tiie  Lord-mayor  of  London, "  That  where  [aaj 
**  there  were  yefterday  certain  naughty  playt  played  in  L0.1- 
**  don  (as  the  Lord&  here  are  informed)  He  is  willed  both 
«  to  make  fearch  for  the  iiud  players  j  and  having  fotmd 

.  **  tbetn>  to  fend  them  to  the  commiffionen  for  rdignn,  to 
"  be  by  them  fUrther  ordered.  And  alfo  to  take  order,  that 
"  no  play  be  made  henceforth  within  the  city>  exc^  the 
••  fame  be  firft  feen  and  allowed  and  the  players  auchorifed." 
—On  the  5ih  of  September  1557,  the  privy-oounci)  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Lord-mayor  of  Lopdon,— ^  To  give  order 
"  forthwith,  that  fome  of  his  officers  do  fbrthwitii  repair  to 
J*  tht  Bsan-headt  without  Aldg?te,  where,  the  Lords  are  in- 
"  fonned  a  lewd  play,  called  a  Sad  full  of  Ntwiy  (hall  be 
••  played  this  day ;  The  players  thereof^  he  is  willed,  to  ap- 
**  pr^nd,  and  to  commit  to  ward,  until  hg  fball  bear  fur- 
**■  Aer  from  hence  i  and  to  take  their  play*boofc  from  them, 
"  and  to  fend  the  £une  hither."  The  Lord-mayor  ap- 
pears^ to  have  pun^iially  obeyed.  And,  .on  the  tnoifow,  uie 
prit(y-counciI  wrote  another  letter  to  the  fame  ma'grilrate.i 

">     ■  "  willing 
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jSeptember  1557*  he  vns  ordered  to  cauTe  bis 
cheers  forthwith  to  repair  to  the  Boftrs-i>ead, 
without  Aldgatc,  and  to  apprehend  the  play- 
ers, who  were  then,  and  there,  to  rcprefent 
a  lewd  play,  called  A  Sack  full  of  News  ; 
which  was  thereupon  fo  compleatly  fuppreffed, 
a%  to  prevent  its  fubfequent  publication. 
The  repreientation  of  this  Utvd  pliy  induced 
the  privy-council  to  dired  the  Lord  Mayor 
to  fu&r  no  plays  to  be  played,  within  London, 
hvitjucb  as  iserefeen  and  allonved  by  the  Ordinary, 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Queen  continued  the 
houfehcdd  eftabliihment,  whidi  her&ther  bad 
made,  for  eight  players  of  interludes.  The 
great  poet  of  her  reign  was  John  Heywood, 
.the  epigrammatic,  who  fied  from  the  face  of 
Elizabeth,  at  the  revival  of  the  reformation, 
which  immediately  fuccceded  her  acccflion. 
If  any  drama  were  printed,  during  the  reign 
of  Mary,  it  has  efcaped  the  eyes  of  the  moft 
diligent  coUedors. 

"  willing  him  to  let  xt  liberljr  the  plajrers,  by  him  appre- 
"  bended,  by  order  from  hence  ycAerday,  and  to  give  them 
"  and  all  other  players  throughout  the  city,  in  cornmand- 
<^  ment  and  charge,  not  to  play  any  pla^E,  but  between  the 
**  fcails  of  AU>£unts  and  Shrovetide,  and  then  only,  fiich 
«  as  trt  fitn  and  aUtwtd  hj  thi  QrJinarj."  [Council- 
legifter  ot  thofe  dates.] 

The 
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The  fonof  EtizalMith  raft,  \A  ^kkVitS^Scm 
X  558,  and  'went  not  down.-  untU  Mdrch  160^ 
This  reign,  as  it  thus  appears  to  have  been 
long  in  its  duntiQn,.  and  is  cekbn^ed  for  the 
wU3om  of  its  meafures,  enabled  kaeran^  b]i& 
its  kindly  influeaoes,  to  make*  ^titft^rdgceft  IT 
and  affiled  the  iftage,  by  its  faldtary  tcgilk^' 
tKms,  to  form  a  ufeful  cftabliflimeiit.  Wbaj^ 
Au^ihis  iaid  of  Rome*  may  be  remarked  o£ 
Elizabeth,  and  the  flAge,  that  flu  ibuiid  it 
krkkt  and  left  it  tmrble.  The  perfecutions  rf 
preceding  governments  had.  indeed,  left  ha; 
wlUiout  a  theatre^  without  dramas,  and  with* 
out  players  [f).  Thefe  pofitions  appear,  fiwa 
what  has  been  already  £ud  %  and  are  con- 
'firmed  by  A  Breif  Eflimatt  which  I  dis- 
covered in  the  paper -^fioe  j  and  wiwjb* 
being  very  interefting  in  its  matter,  and  cuf 

(/)  From  a  document  in  die  ptper^ofice,  it  ippean,  dut 
Quecfl  Elizabeth  tnd  fiich  aa  tftaMMiment  tt,  miifidans 
and  players,  as  hex  &iher  bad  inaile>~ 
Mi/siciANS;  as  Trumpeters,  Luters,  Hsrpera, 

Singen,  Rebcdcs,  Vialk,  Sagbutti,  -      ' 

Bagpipes,     M^nftrcls,    Domeflads, 
Fiutes,     PUyera    on    Inftruments, 
Makers   of   Inftruments  ;     Salarjs  ' 
yearly    -_-----.-    jflOO  ^  -• 
PLATKa4  of  Ihterlvdxs    -    -   -    -    •    •    ftl  If '4 

Aa  tious 
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%iAtK,4o  JM  Mu^SftTi  i$  fiidtjoined  in  the  mar- 

^'^hJ  '(.'ABrjef  Eftjmat  off  aJt  the  caJges  ^aiiift  Crift- 
^CmaBanB^Cainlidlmasrfor  Mj  Pliys  at  Wyridfor  w**.  thare 
■f -jkaeftuiOs'ahd^itovioionsflWtlieCM-agessnd  Rccarages 
*■  of  thA  JM^jftulF  tuid  all  opdinalic -jc^rges  and  aBfbo 
^  f9r,t)ie  CQnveyinrc  of  die  ftuff  in  to  the  cleane  ayre  and 

*  lave  Ifcpinge  of  the  fame  in  Annp  Sexto  Elizabeth,    And 

*  "aBlbo  in  the  feme  yearetht  ix**.  of  June  Repayringe  and 
9;  new  afakiogfei  of  thre  Maf^  widi  thare  hole  fiimiture 
■■  .aoi^Iiliv' drviJTes  and  a  Caftle  ffbr  ladies  and  a  haiboure 
"  ffbr^  Lyrds-and  thre  Harrolds  and  iiij  Trompetours  too 
•"  h'ringein  ftieDevife  with  the  M^n  of  Annes  and  (bowen 

*  at  the  Courtte  of  Richmond  before  the  Qi^iens  Ma'". 
1S.uid  t(ie  French  £inbaStoun&^  And  div* [divers]  Eyr- 
«  rings  Repayringe  and  Tranflatinge  of  funderie  garmcntt 
*f,  ffor  plajKS  att  Crillmas  ajid  Shroftid  in  Anno  Scptimo 
'*  Elizabeth  and  miiny  thinges  mioiid  [commrlSoncd]  and 
•*-fiirne(hed  w«*.  ware  noit  fene  and  much  ftulf  bought  k'. 
1563— Criftmas  wa^es  or  dieats  of  the  Of- 

Jicers&TayllorsPayntersSitlcwemen 

;.'  mcers  (inerccrs]  Lyiieo  Drappers 

,  ■ .      ;      ppertie  m&icers  and  other  Heceflaries 

ic  provicions  occupied  and  bought 

ffbi  the  fame    -     -     -     -    -     -   ,jf  39  11    4 

1563— CandeUmas  ffollowit^e  wages  or  dieats 

of  the  officers  and  Ta.yll»".  SUJc- 

wemea  irJcsrs  [mcrcersj  Sky^iars  and 

{tpwic  (oakers  and  other  n^eiTaries 

^_  _  and  provicions     ------     10    6    5 

1564 — Eyitinge  [^airing]   and  Repayringe  in 
April]  ffoUowinge  wages  or  di£:its  of 
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Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  drama,  when 

Sfaakfpeare    was   bom.     We   fhall    perceive 

that,    before  he  came  out  upon  the  'ftage, 

great  improvements  had  been  made  in  the 

plays  J 

the  officers  and  Tayllors  {iTictons  and 
neccflaries  &  other  ordinarie  charges  jf    8    5    6 

156+ — The  ix"".  of  June  Tranflattinge  new'-; 

A[  Richmut      makinge  of  thre  mafkcs  and  other  ' 

Mom  Gonri  Devifles  againft  the  French  Em- 
baffitours  comingc  to  Richmond 
wages  or  dieats  of  the  oflicen  and 
Tayllori  pnyntars  workinge  uppon 
die  Callle  and  o4ier  devifles  £c  nioera 
[mercers]  ifor  firfiiet  and  odier  ftuff 
and  Ljmen  Drappars  ffor  canvas  to 
cov-  [cover]  y"  widial  and  Silkwemen 
for  Srenge  and  tafiallcs  to  gamefli  the 
6id  garments  to  make  them  feme 
frefli  agayne  and  other  {ivicions  Sc 
necefTaries     -      ------     87    9S 

1564— Erryinge  [airing]  Repayringe  in  Aguft 
followinge  wages  or  dieats  of  the 
officers  &  Tayllo".  Silkwemen  for 
fTrenge&iaflells  and  other neceilaries     il   18    4 

1564— Enyingc  [airing]  in  September  follow- 
inge wages  or  dieats  of  the  Officers 
and  Tayllo".  it  other  pvicions  and 
nccel&ries       .-..---      868 

1564 — Criftmas    Anno    Septimo    Elizabedt 

ij_> ..  wages  or  dieats  of  the  Officers 

and  Tayllo".  payntars  workinge  ■ 
diy*    [  divers  j   Cities    and  Towns 

Aa  2  Carvets 
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|d^s ;  in  the  a6uxs  ;  and  io  the  thc^ie  j 
ht|t  ;bat  miKh  was  ilUl  wanting  to  reduce 
diamattc  rqveientaUoAS  ipto  the  moft  peri 
jfoa  form.    . 

When 

Covers  Silkcwemen  for  fireags  le 
tuficUs  mccrs  [mercers]  fibr  Sarfiiett 
um}  other  Stuff  and  Lyncn  Drappais 
for  canvas  to  cov[cover]div' ^divers] 
toyiaet  .uid  twwiTes  and  other  De- 
.Ti0es  and  Clowds  for  a  Mafke  and  s 
Showe  and  a  plajc  by  the  Childerne 
of  ibe  Chaple  Sot  Ru^^e  bumbayft 
an.  cottoRe  for  hoQe  and  odier  jivi- 
cions  fuid  nccellaries  -'■'-/^ijji 
Erryinge  [airing]  in  leiicvcr^  ffor  cayr- 
teoe  pla}res  by  cht  grainar  fkolle  of 
Weftmynfte'  and  the   Ghildcrnc  of 
Powlet  wages  or  dittats  of  die  Officers 
and  Ta.yl]tf  *.  Mercers  and  other  pro- 
vigons     -     -     ......     Sit 

TS^Hf— The  i8*  ot  Februerie  wages  or  dteats 

.,  i»    .   «  „    .  .        of  the  Officers  and  Tayl- 

loTS    payntCars  worlcinge 

ttppon  div'[dtvers]  Cities  and  Towns 

and  the  Emperours  Pallace  &  other 

Deviflcs  carvan  nicers  for  larfiiett 

and  other  fluff  it  Lynen  Drapparv 

I      ■     '    ftjTCiovas  to  cov  [cover]  the  Towns 

tritfa  all  2nd  odier  pvictons  for  a  playe 

■mvA  by  Sir  Percival  Hartts  Sones 

w'.an)afkeofhuntarsaAddiv''[divers] 

itvi&s  and  a  Roclce.  or  hill  fibr  the  9  . 
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■  When  we  throw  our  eyes  up6n  the  fbenic 
paftimes  of  thole  days>  we  fee  that  Queen 
Elizabeth  was  chiefly  entertained  by  children  > 
by  the  cluldrea  of  Paul's  i  by  the  children  of 

Miifies  to  linge  uppon  w^^.  «  vi^ne 
of  farlnett  drawn  upp  ani  downe  be- 
fore them  &'.     -      .     -    -    .    jf  5y  10  ^ 
1564— ^hroftid  Ssllowinge  wages  or  dieats  of 
rfibe  w  *"  Officers  and  Tayllors  payntars 
ofcmiit       woricinge  uppon  the  Townes   aii4 
IXui>  PaUnCharretts  for  the  GoodeJTet  and  div^*. 
detiSes  a  the  Hevciu  and  Clowds 
and  foure  maJks  too  of  them  not  oc- 
cupied nor  fene  w*.  Aarc  bole  furni- 
ture w*^.  b«  veric  fayr  and  Ricbe  off 
old.ftuff  butt  new   garniflied  v^*, 
fnnge  and  taflells  to  feme  new  and 
div".  Oiowes  made  by  the  GendllmcD 
of  Greys  line   mlcrs  [mercers]  for 
.frrfiwtt  and  other  ftuff  Silkwemen  for 
frcnge  and  taflellcf  Lynen  Onppers 
for  canvai  ppcrtie  niakcrt  and  other 
pvicions  and  neceflaries      -     -     -     llj  *-*    7 
Eyrringe  [airing]  Repayringc  in  Aprill 
Wlowingc  and  Tranflatinge  rf  div**. 
garments  w*^.  thare  provkions  and 
neceflaries  for  the  Jane  »     -    .    *_l£_l'i 

m '°  !^ 

.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  die  marginal  notes  are  ia 
Cord  Burleigh's  hand ;  and  that  the  Ruimh  nume'rals  ofdit 
original  document  ue  conretied  into  dnkick  numeral^ 
fof  C(Hiveniq)(E«.  ■ 

A  a  3      Wefttai^^cr  j 
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Weftminfter }  by  the  children  of  the  chapel  ; 
a^d  by  the  children  of  Wlndfor.  The  truth 
is,  that  our  drama  firft  took  its  rife  In  the 
fehools ;  which  were  fettled  in  the  monaf- 
teries,  or  were  cHablifhed  in  the  Univerfi- 
ties  (v).  The  fock,  and  the  buikin,  paffed, 
by  an  eafy  tranfition.  from  the  fchoolboys  to 
the  finging  boys.  As  early  as  the  year  1430, 
the  chorifters,  or  eleemofinary  boys  of  Max- 
toke-priory,  near  Coventry,  aifted  a  play  every 
year  (to).  Henry  the  viith  was  entertained,  in. 
a  fimilar  manner,  by  the  chorilters  of  Winchcf- 
ter,  in  1487  {x).  Henry  the  viiith,  Edward 
the  (j)  vith,  and  Mary,  were,  in  their  turns, 
dramatically  amufed  by  finging  boys.  As  early 
as  the  year  1378,  the  chorifters  of  St.  Paul's  ca- 
thedral, in  London,  petitioned  Richard  the  iid, 
that  he  would  prohibit  ignorant  perfons  from 
afting  The  bi^ory  rf  the  Old  Teftammty  which 
the  clergy  of  that  church  had  prepared, 
at  a  great  expcnce,  for  public  reprcfentation, 
during  the  enfuing  Chriftmas.  From  afting 
n^fieries^  thefc  chorifters  pafled,  by  a  gradual 
progrefs,  to  the  performance  of  more  regular 
dramas  {%).  They  became  fo  famous  for  the 
fuperiority  of  their  fccnic  ikill,  that  they  were 

(v)  Warton's  Hift.  of  Poetry,  vol.  ii.  p.  388>9. 
(w)  lb.  390.  (x}  lb.  vol.  i.  p.  206. 

'  '    (>;  lb.  val.ii.  p.  391.  {%)  U. 

ient 
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fent  fori,  ■wheiierirr  'great  entertairimciifs  Were 
giveh  in  the  country j  in  order  t0"cohtribirte,' 
by  their  mimjck  art»  diverfion  to  the  Brilon 
reveller{a). 

The  children  of  St.  Paul's  werer  tbeYaSDar- -■- 
ite  adors,  at  the  acCefiibn  of  ElixaWlhi  And,  '■ 
inton&qucnce  of  their  celebrity,  and  fucccfik 
they  at  length  found' imitators,  and  i-ivals,  in' 
the  children  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  children 
of  the  (;*)  Chapel,  and  in   the-chjidren'  of 
Wlndfor ;  who  all  continued  to  entertain  Eli- 
zabeth, while  ftie  livcii;    though  much  fel- 
dotner  towards  the  -cpnclufipn  of-  her  reigo* 
as  the  eftabliffaed'  aAors,  necelTaiily,  gained  % 
friperiority  over  them  in  the  art,  and  its  ac- 
commodations {c). 

Whether 

{a)  Warton's  Hift.  of  Poetryj  vol.  U.  p.  391. 

{h)  In  June  15521  Richard  Bower,  the  mafter  of  tht 
King's  chiMcn  of  the  chapel,  was  authorifed  to  take  up,  ag 
many  children,  as  he  might  think  fir,  to  ferve  there  from 
tiiAe  to  dme.  [Strype's  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  539']  Richard 
Bower,  who  had  been  maflcr  of  the  children  of  the  chapel, 
under  Henry  tlie  vilich,  and  Edward  the  viFh,  \vas  continued 
ia  dat  office,  on  the  30  Apr.  l559>  ^''^  ^  falary  ofjf.40.  a 
yeir.'  f  Rym.  Feed.  tom.  xv.  p-Si?]  CommiiEons  ifliied  in 
the  4th,  9th,  and  39th  of  Elizabeth  "  to  take  up'  well  fing-  * 
"  ing  boys,  for  fiirnifliing  the  Qucen'i  chapel."  [Lyfon't 
£iivaoas,  vol.i.  p.  92.]  -  -     .,  . 

{e)  ,1  here  liibjQui  ^  fihrtioolo^al  lift  of  the  fcvml  pay- 
Aa4  mmtt 
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.  Whether  thde  cboiiften  were  ahrayft  sh^ 

^en.  BMyafiynit  of  taoM  doubt.  The  word  eHid 

■  \  ^ 

tnenb  to  tha/i  CHlLirKKN,  u  the  rewards  of  tbeir^mfonn- 
antxs,  wtakh  were  gleuwd  irom  the  council-regiften:--* 
19A  jAMj  Is^,r~Pni  Sebafttan  Wcftcou,  na(. 

-    -  terctf  dtecbiUrenoffaiik  £6  IJ  4. 

ifldi  Janty  156^  —Paid  Sebaftian  WeftcoQ,  maf^ 
'  ter  of  the  children  of  Paulsi 

fer  a  fiay  on  Chriftmas  Izft  6  13  4 
I9A  J«BI7  156^  —Paid  Scbaftiu  Wcftcott,  miC- 
tcr  of  tbe  children  of  P»d(, 
for  two  jiiya  on  Chriftmas 
laft         -        -        -        13    6  t 
13lh;F«Siy'l56J— ■PludJohnTaj'lor,inafterofdie 
children  of  Wcflmiiifter>  for 
a  pia;  on  Shr>n<ide  laft    -  6  13  4 
ildi  Jairy  157^  —'Paid  Richard  Ferraunt,  mafler- 
of  the  children  of  Windfor, 
for  a  [^jr  rai  St.  John's  day 
laft  -        -         -         6  134 

,  .   Do.  —Paid  Sebaftiaa  Wcftcott,  roaT- 

tcf  of  the  chiUrcn  of  Paul% 
for  a  phjr  on  New  year"*  day 
laft         -         .         .         6  13  ♦ 
Do.  —Paid  John  Honnys,Gent.  ouf- 

ter  of  the  children  of  the 
chapel,  for  a  [day  on  TwelAli 
day  lafl  -  .  .  6  13  4 
S^ih  F^ry  157}— Paid  the  nufta  of  dte  childrea 
of  Weftininfter,fer  a  play  on 
Shrove-tueiaay  laft  -  6  13  4 
lOth  JaBiy  157I  ^^^d  S^ftian  V/eftcott^fbra 

■    fl»f«Chriftmukft.  .     >6  13-4 
•  :>/.;  '  loik 

5 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


or  THB  Staoi.}    /r  fit  B  ELIBTSRS.  }<$> 

had  fbnnerly  a  very  different  fignificationi  tbaa 
it  baa  latdy  bad  j  as  we  may  leunirgm  our  tid. 

Engii/b 

lOth  J»Sry  157^  -^Paid  Richard  Ferraunti  for  a 

play  at  Chriftmas  laft   -  ^.(>  t?  4 
a9th'Dec%  1575  — ^Paid  die  maAer  of  the  chil- 
dren  of  Windforj  far  a  play 
on  6c.  John's  day  laft     -     10— —■ 
7thjanryi57|  —Paid    Sebaftian     [Wcftcott]     . 
inafter  of  the  children  ot 
Pauls,  for  a  play  at  Twelfth 
day  laft         •  -  iq^_ 

20th  D*  157$     — Paid  the  children  of  the  cha- 
pe], for  a  play  in  Chriftaias 
bolydays  laft        -        -        ^  13  4 
D*  —Paid  Ae  children  of  Pauls  lor 

a  play  in  Oiriftmas  holydays 
laft        •        -       -  .        6  13-4 
And     by    way    of    reward 

^.1  icr.  to  each  of  tbem    j  — « 
adih  Fcbry  157;— Paid  the  inafter  of  die  duMren 

of  Paul*    -         -        -        6  13  4^ 

And  by  way  tS  reward  5  marks. 

l6th  Janry  157J  — Paid  the  children  of  Pauls       J 

— Paid  die  children  of  the  chapel  1 

Warrants  ifltied,  but  no  fums 

mentioned.    ■ 

tub  Mardl  l57J-*Paid  Richard  Ferraunt,  mafter 

of  the  diildren  i^  Windfbr,     - 
for  apIayonShrorcMonday 
laft         -        -        -         6  13  4 
And-bywayMif reward    -  ^    368 
25df  ^awf  IS7|V-'I*^<1  the'mafter  tol  children 

of  thechapd     -       -       6  13  4 
And 
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Englt^  ballads  y  in  the  fame  manner,  as  tlie 
word  bajntt  in  the  Scottiih  poets,  and  In  Shak- 

fpeare's 

And  by  way  of  reward  -      jC*  3    ^  ^ 
ijth  Janr]FiS7/a — Paid  the  mafter  and  children 

ofPauJs     -        -       -        lO  — — 
3otil  Jafiry  1587  —Paid  the  mafterof  the  children  of 
Pauls,  for  a  play  on  Twelfth 
day         -        -        -         10  ^  — 
l3tfaFebryi58o-i — Paid  thennaftcrofdtediildreit 
of  the  chapel,  for  a  play  on 
_  Shrove  Sunday  laft     -    -     6  13  4 

And  by  way  of  reward      -  3  6  S 

ift  April   1582— Paid  the  maAer  of  the  children 
of  the  chapel,  for  two  plays 
on  the  laft  of  December  iutd  . 
Shrove-tuelday  -         20  marks. 

And  by  way  of  reward    -      20  nobles, 
34di  Apra  J  j8l  —Paid  the  children  of  Pauls,  for  a 
play  on  St,  Stephen's  day 

laft      -        -        -        lio 

9th  April  1588  —Paid  Thomas  Giles,  mafterof 
the  children  of  Pauls,  for  a 
play  on  Shrove  Sunday  -     10  —  — 
23d  Maid)  i58S—PaidThoniasGiles,  mafterof  the 
children  of  Pauls,  for  fundry 
plays  in  the  Chriflmas  holy- 
dayg        -        -        -        30  — .» 
lOthMirchlsS/tf — Paid  the  mafterof  the  children 
of  Pauls  for  three  plays  on 
Sunday  after  Chriftmas  day, 
Newyears  day_,  aad  Twelfth 
day        -        -        -        20  —  -- 
And  by  way  of  reward      -    I'o  — — 
241I1 
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fpeare's  dramas,  denotes  ayout&,hs  well  as  a^ 
child  {  and  as  the  wotd  child  fignified  s^youti, 
and  a  youth  of  a  higher  rank ;  fo  c6i/^  and 
kmghtt  and  batm  and  knight,  came  to  be  fy- 
nonimous ;  as  we  may  perceive  in  the  Reliques 
of  Ancient  Poetry:  Hence,  the  children  of  the 
chapel,  and  the  youths  of  the  chapel,  were, 
really,  the  fame,  though,  nominally,  dif&rent. 
From  thofe  feminaries,  fome  of  the  ableft 
ai^ors  were  tranrplanted  into  the  regular  com- 
panies (</)..  Contributing  fo  much  to  feili- 
vity,  by  their  at^ing,  they,  in  foine  meafure, 
communicated  their  denominUion  of  children 
to  the  profelled  aftors,  by  the  name  of  the 
children  of  the  revels.    By  the  celebrity  of 

a^  June  1601  — Paid  Edward  Piers^  mailer  of 
the  children  of  Pauls,  for  a 
play  on  Newycars  day  laft  so  marfci. 
And  by  way  of  reward  -  .     5  ina;ks. 

{d)  TTie  theatrical  children  were  fonietimet  kidnopptd,  by 
rival  malleri,  no  doubt.  Oncof  the  boysofSebaftian  Weft- 
cottwas,  in  this  manner,  c:trried  away  from  him :  And,  on 
the  3d  of  Dccembefi  I575>  the  privy  council  wrote  "A  letter 
"  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  and  Mr.  Doaor  Wilfon;  that 
c  n^ereas  one  of  Sebaftion's  boys,  being  one  of  his  principal^ 
"  players,  is  lately  ftolen,  and  conveyed,  from  him;  they  be 
**  required  to  examine  fuch  perTons  as  Sebaftian  holdeth  fuf- 
**  pefled,  and  to  proceed  with  fuch  as  be  found  faulty  ac- 
•*  cording  to  law  and  the  order  of  this  realm." 

...  their 
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their  performances*  they  cvdn  ettvemmed  the 
eibtbUfhed  comedians  with  rroeU~bating  envy» 
as  we  may  learn  from  Shakfpeare.  During 
Elizabeth's  rei^,  there  had  been  four  C(Hn< 
paoies  of  children,  who,  under  diftlnd  mafters. 
gave  life  to  the  revelry  of  that  extended  pe- 
riod. They  continued,  after  the  acceffion  of 
King  James,  to  exhilarate  ^zfimtjlumbers  of 
his  peaceful  reign.  And,  they  were  deemed 
fo  important,  that  there  fometimes  were 
granted  royal  patents  to  particular  perfonsj 
empowering  them,  "  to  bring  up  companies 
**  of  children,  and  youths,  in  the  quality  of 
**  playing  iaterludes,  and  Aage  plays  («)." 

Thus 

(<}  The  company,  confiAing  of  Robert  Lee,  Ridm^ 
Perkins,  Ellii  Woortli,  Thomas  BaJTe,  John  Blanjr,  John 
Cumber,  and  William  Robing,  who  aaed  at  Tht  Rtd  BhU^ 
andhadbeenthefervantsof  Queen  Anne,  fcem  to  have  ap- 
propriated to  thenifclves  the  naine  of  Tbf  Cmtfmiy  »fth*  Rf 
veUi.  I'hey  obtained,  in  July  1622,  a  patent,  under  the 
privy  fcal}  authorising  [hem  "  to  bring  up  children  in  the 
'^  qualitie  and  exetcife,  of  playing  comedies  and  ft^c  fJays, 
u  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  7b*  ChiUrtn  of  tht  RmtU. 
[Steeven's  Shak.  1793,  vol.  ii.  p.  171.]  Similar  patoits 
had  been  conferred  in  former  years.  Such  x  pateut  wju 
granted  under  the  great  feal]  on  the  i7thof  July  i6i5»to. 
John  Daniel,  gentleman,  one  of  the  prince's  fervants.  This 
authori^was  o^^iWand  re^tdy  it  feemsj  and  tbereupoa. 
was  ifliied,  in  April  1618  the  t<Momngl,tNtraf.,^au^ 
wbicb 
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Tbiu  have  I  tried  to  (bed  a  &w  1^9  of 
brighter  li^ht  oa  this  curious  fubjed,  which 

had 

Which  Was  tranfcrlbed  from  a  copyla  the  paprrw>fficei  ttnd 
oafts  foatt  new'lightt  on  the  hiftory  of  die  ftag«  :— 

"■  AAtr  4ur  hxvtj  coranwntlation:  Wherea*  it  jUnfel 
"■  kis  Mxjcfty  bj  bis  letters  patents,  under  die  great  ieal  qf 
**  England,  bearing  date  the  17th  daj  of  July,  in  the  i3t& 
■t  year  of  his  Highnefs's  reign  [1615}  to  grant  uoto  JcdtA 
v  Danicli  gent*,  (tha  prince  Us  fervant)  audiority  to  bring 
**  upacooipfmypf  children  ami  ]W(diiiii  the  quali^  of  l^f 
"■  ing  interludes  and  ftagc  plays-  And  wee  are  infonocd 
<*  that  notwithftanding  hi*  Majcfty'f  pleafure  therein  that 

*  there  are  fome  who  oppugne  axid  refift  the  £ud  authority  in 

«  contempt  of  bisMajefty's  letterspatents.  loconfideratioa  , 
•»  »*ereof  and  br  die  further  rfcfling  and  performance  rf 
**  his  Majefly'i  pleafure  thcrcinj  wee  have  thought  good  to 
**■  grant  unto  dte  £iid  John  Daniel  iheft  our  Letters  of  AT- 
H  fiftance,  thereby  requirii^  you,  and  in  his  Majefty's  name 
■*  ftraSghtly  charging  and  commanding  you  and  every  cf 
**  you,  notonly  quietly  to  permit  and  fulfar  Martin  Slatitr, 
<(  John  Edmonds,  and  Nathaniel  Clay  (her  Majcfttee  fer- 
■*  vaats)  widi  their  afibciates,  the  bearers  hereof,  to  play  at 
**  aforeJaid  (as  htr  Majefiy'sftrvmats  afber  royal  cbanAtr  at 

*  Brifio/}  in  all  phyhoufes,  town  hall*,  fchool-houfes,  and 
**  o'her  places,  convenient  for  that  purpofe,  in  all  cidea, 
<*  univerfKies,  towns,  and  boroughs,  within  his  Majefly's 
**  realms  and  dominions,  freely,  and  peaceably,  without  any 
<•  of  yourlects,  troubles,  or  mtdeftations:  But  as  occilion 
**  Qiall  be  offered  (dicy  or  any  of  them  having  to  fbow  hit 
**  letters  patents  and  a  lenerofaffiftance  from  tbefaid  John 
**  Daniel)  tobclilcewifeaiding  and  affiftii^  unto  them,die]r 
••  behaving  thenriclves  civilly  and  orderly,  like'  good  and 

*  honeft  fiitgeAs,  and  doing  nothing  dierein  ccnttrarytodie 
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had  been  thrown  too  much  info  ffiadc,  by  the 
pencils  of  our  fcenic  painters.  Yet,  have  1 
perhaps  raifed,  rather  than  gratified  curiofity. 
And  tbofe,  who  6nd  a  picaiure,  in  reviewing 
the  aDuifcraents  of  former  times,  may  wilh 
Itv  iaore  gratificaiton,  from  additional  notices. 
ft  w'as  with  defign  to  gratify  this  reafonable 
.define,  that  I. compiled  a  chronological 
x,isT  trf  iiich  plays,  as  were  aded  by  thofe 
companies  oi  theatrical  children,  vibnc\i  is  fub- 
joined  in  the  note  (/).  The  chronology  was  ad- 
jufted 

■(  tenor  of  his  Majefty's  &d  letters  patmts,  nor  (layit^  t* 
**  ^ay  in  any  one  place  above  fouiteen  days  together^  anrf 
**  the  times  of  divine  fervice  on  the  fabbath  day*  wilyex- 
**  cepted.  Whereof  fail  you  not  at  your  perils :-  Given  at 
•<  the  court  at  Whitehall  this  [  April  1618.  j" 

.To  all  mayors*  IheriiTs,  bailiffs^  conAablec,  and-v 
other  his  Majefty's  officers  and  liege  fut^e^  to> 
whom  it  may  belong,  or  in  any  wife  appertain.       J 

(  /  }  A  cbrotulagical  lift  of  the  various  plays,  which  wcie 
jffefented  by  tbt  thtatricol  childrtn : — 
15  J  I— Edward's  Daman  and  Ptthiat  \  a  comedy^  before  the 

Queen,  by  the  children  of  her  chapel. 
1584 — Peel's  Arraynnunt  nf  Paris  i  before  the  Queen,  by 

the  children  of  the  chapd. 
1584. — Lyiy's  Aitxandtr  Campajpe  and  Diageiusi  before  the 

Queen,  on  Twelfth  day  at  night,  by  her  Majcfty's 

children,  and  the  children  of  Paul's. 
]59I — ^Lyiy's  Endimieny  end  tbt  Man  in  the  Mtiiii  before 
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jufted  ftom  the  -federal  dates  o£  the  iucceffive 
[HibUcatioas ;  whence  may  be  conjefluFed, 

rather 

the  Qiieen,-at  Greenwich,  on  Candlemas  day,  st 

night,  by  die  children  of  Paul's. 
iSQl-^Lyl/s  £^»^  an</  /'itra  [Pbaon]  ;  before  the^  Queen, 

4MI  Shrove  Tiicfday,  by  her  Majefty*!  children,  and 

the  boys  of  Paul's. 
tS^a-'Lyly'sGailatbeai  befiweche  Queen,  at  GrcenwicTi, 

on  Newycar's  day  at  night,  by  die  cfatldreo  (^ 

Paul's. 
'594*~X<yly's  A&tbtr  B^ii^ f^ndry  timet,  by  thecluldrea 

of  Paul's. 
1594— Nafli's  Dido  ^uitH  rfCarilugf,  by  die  children  of 

her  M^efty*!  chapel. 
i£bo — ^Lyly's  Tht  Maidt  Meiamrphefut  by  die  childien  of 

Paul's. 
1600-^Ben  Johnfon's  Ofntbia's  Rtveh,  or  The  Fountain  of 

Self  Love,  by  the  children  of  the  Queen's  cbapd. 
1600 — 7'A*/fi/i/tfBiflfi)r.Z)a(fy/ff//ibythe  child  renofPoffle'a. 
j6o  1 — ^Lyly's  Lav^i  Metamarphajis ;  firft  played  by  rite  chil- 
dren of  Paul's;  now  by  the  children  of  die  chapel. 
16O1 — Ben  JohxiTon's  Pattajltry   by  die  children  of  die 

C^cen's  chapel. 
1601 — "Jack  Vrun^s  Entertainmtnt^  or  Pafquil  and  Katht' 

rine,  by  the  children  of  Powle'i. 
1602 — Dckker's  Satiramajlix  j  or  Tht  Untntging  tftbt  Hu~ 

mourms  Pitt;  publicklyaftedby  the  Lmt|  Cham- 
berlain's lisrvantsi  and  privately,  by  the  children 

of  Paul's. 
if>02~- MarRoti's  Jntanig  and  MtiSdit%  by  the  children  of 

Paul's. 
1602 — Marfton's  Jntmia's  JUvenge^  by  the  children  of 

Paul's. 

1605— 
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XflLtber  tlwa  afcertained,  when  each  ^j  wu 
suited.    Amid  other  novelties,  it  is    cariou 


children  of  her  M^cAy's  Revds. 
i6oj-*MirftDn*s  Dntch  Qmrtexan^  it  BhcUrfcrS)  by  Ac 

(jiildtett  of  the  Revcb. 
1606— Chapman's  Manfieur  JyOlmtj  bj  tbe  diildren  of 

BlarkfiTen. 
t6<S6— Marfton'i  P^ifilajlfry  «t  T»<  Atcw,  at  Bbck- 

fryen,  by  the  children  of  die  Revels. 
>i6o6— Day's  ^  tfGidhi  st  BheUryen,  by  the  diiUta 

of  the  Revels. 
1606— fin-  ^ix  Go^etappt  Xmght;  bydte  diildrei)  of  At 

diapel. 
1607 — 7i<'  Puritgny  ta  7%e  If^idno  tf  WatUng  Streit-,  by 

the  children  of  Paul's. 
ifio^^Dck.ker's  W«/7wijrrf  JVm}  by  the  children  of  PmPi, 
1*07 — ^Defckcr's  ffsrthvjari  Hot;  by  the  children  of  Paul  t, 
1607 — Middleton's  Phcenix;  by  the  children  cf  Paul's. 
T6oy — Middtaton's  AScbathnat  Ttrm ;  by  the  childreo  of 

Paul's. 
1607— Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  IVtman  Hater;  by  dw 

children  of  Paul's. 
ifiVj— Cupids  Whirligig;  by  die  children  of  die  Revels, 
1 60S— Middleton's  Family  of  Ltvi ;  by  the  children  of  his 

Majeft/s  Revels. 
1608— Middleton's  Mad  Wafli  mj  Mafttrt ;  by  tbe  chil- 
dren of  Paul's. 
]6oS — Day's  Huimur  out  of  Brtath;  by  die  children  cf 

the  King's  Revels. 
»6o8 — ^Day's  Law  Trich,  or  ffT>a  vieuM  ham  Tbtugbt; 

by  die  cbitdreo  of  die  RevebV 

1608- 
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to  remark,  that  nonjC  of  tjie  many  plays,  vdiich ' 
were  prefented  by  tlie  childrea  of  Paul'Sf  anci 
the  children  of  the  Chapel,  befcne  the  year 
xSJit  have  been  preferved,  at  lea,{l  been  pab* 
li£hed ;  and  none  of  the  plays  are  iaid  to  have 
been  aded  by  i&e  cbUdren  of  the  revels,  fobfe* 
queat  to  the  year  i63g.  An  attention  to  this 
date  would  c^rry  the  inquire'  JntQ-/^  gloom 
oifuritamjm  :■  And,  from  authority,  he  would 
be  told : 

«  Yon  cannot  revil  into  duiedtmi  there." 

1608 — Machin's  Duiiibt  Knight,;    by  the  children  of  the 

Revels. 
1609— tAmun's  Htfitry  ef  tbt  TiuaMuJs  rf  A^rt^latii 
[MortLfkc]  i  by  tb^  cii|ldren«f  the  JCtng'sKeveb> 
161O— Malbn's  Turk't  by  the  children  of  the  Hevels. 
igioJ-Sharpham's  Fteirt;  a.%  Blackfryers,  by  the  ctuldreii 

□f -the  Revels. 
ittw—^urfi  Ram  AlUj.,  or  .^dWnV  Tmij;  by  tfKcbiU 

dren  of  the  King's  Revels. 
t6ta*^Field*s  fFoman  is  a  lViatbtt<etk\  before  the  Kin^ 

at  Wlutehall,  and  u  Whitefiyen,  by  the  childreit 

of  het  Majefty's  Revels. 
i6t 5— Beaumont's  Oipiitf  Jtrvengti   by  the  cbUdnn  of 

die  Revels. 
1620— May's  Htirty  by  the  cm^any  of  the  Revels. 
1612 — ^M^rkham's  and  Sampfon's  Trar  Tragtdj  rf  Hend 

mi  Antifatir;  adcd  at  the  Red  Bull,  by  die     , 

etmfmj  of  the  Revels. 
1633— Rimley's  Matth  at  Mikigki }  I7  die .  ctuUren  of 

thfRcrelt.  ^ 

Bb  Thu» 
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*  Thue  mtlcb,  tben,  for  the  children  of  St. 
Wftl's,  of  Weftmiflfter,  of  Windfor,  of  the 
ChSpel,  and  of  the  Chilirm  of  the  Revtlsi  A« 
eii^y  as  thc-reign  of  Henry  the  Vllth,  French 
playefs  appeared  in  Londoh;  though  not  as  an 
eflabliflied  company-;  for  we  fee  nothing  of 
thdn*  in  *fce  fubfequcnt  reigiis.  'th/t  Italian 
Hngttage>  became  as  mnch  the  object  of  cul-' 
fivation,  during  Elizabeth's  neign,  as  the 
French  had  ever  been,  or  is  at  prefene.  And, 
Italians  rtiowed  their  tricks,  daily,  in  our 
^eetSf  and  e^iblted  their  dramas,  often,  In 
our  halls  {£) :  In  Januarj'  1 57^  l!)roufianOi 
ah  It«lian  cvtiui^iitaMte,  and  his  compiftny,  were 
anthorifedbythe  privy  council,  topky  within 
the  jurifdidlioh  of  the  city  of  London.  It 
does  not,  however,  appearj   that  there  was 

(e)  AIettcrwaiwritten,oi]thei4th<^Jtil}r  i573,b^the 
pivry  council  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  X/andoo,  *'  U>^w^% 
v.  ceruin  Italtvi  fiajirs,  to  nudce  Ihow  of  an  inftrumcnt  of 
<*  firangt  tiutUm  within  the  chy."  This  oi^er  was  repeat- 
dds  oa  ike  19th  of  the  fiune  months  tbs  privy  cmuCi] 
**  mervclling  that  he  did  it  not  at  their  fiift  raqueft."— 
The  in/lramni  tf  firait^t  tmtioai  Wts  {trob*bly«  dMatncal 
^MfMwfM.— On  Ae  i3th<)£^niury  157J1  the  privy  cdwh 
at  .'wrote  to  the  Loid  Mayor,  '*  to  give  order*  that  one 
**  Drouftano,  an  It^ian,  a  umtiuAtmtt,  and  bis  .company, 
t^nny)iay\vitltinlfa^cilyaiid  liberties  of  the  ia»e,^enrc«t 
(*  that  day,  aad  the  £rft  week  in  Lent.'.'  .  . 

f.--  then 
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,|j^n.»iy.lettled.  cqmpany jof ^rn^  playecs; 

-  though  Lord  Strange's  tumblp^  Ofiy  Wve  had 
ftraogers  ^niQng  ibem. 

.   As  ibon  as  the  afting  of  plays  became  a 
profeflion,  jealouiy  of  abufe  made  it  an  objeA 

.  «>f  regulation,  Accordingly,  in  J  574*  the  pja* 
citajiic  aeal,  qr  the  prudentiqjl  caution  of  the 

.  Lord  Mayor,  Hawcs,  procured  warioiis  |))w- 

.bwsof  the  common-council,  to  regulate,  the 
reprefcntation  of  plays,  within,  .the  ci^  ,pf 
tendon  (^).  Yet,  this  zeal  was  pot  wboUy 
approved  of  at  Whitehall.  And  the  pritify 
council  wrote  the  Lord  Mayor,  op  the  2  2d  pf 
March,  157*,  "  to  advertise  their  Lordflups 
*'  what  caufeshe  ha^  to  reftrain  playes ;  to 
"  the  intent,  their  Lordlhijis  may  the  bet- 
•*  ter  anfwer  fuch  as  dcfire  liberty  for  the 
«  fame  (/)." 

The  year  1 574  is  probably  the  epoch  «f 
th^  firfl:  cftablifhment  of  a  regular  company 
of  players.  It  was  on  the  lothof  May  1574, 
that  the  influence  of  the  Earl  of  Leicefter  ob* 
tained  for  his  fervants,  James  Burbadge,  John 
Parkyn,  John  Lanham,  William  Johnfon,  ai^d 
Robert  Wilfon,  alicenie,  under  the  privy. j^e^I, 

(i)  -Stiype*8  Btow,  Tol.  U  p.  299-30O. 
(j)  Xli6Council-regift.«ft^ti^t^ 

B  b  a  *lt9 
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"  to  exerciie  die  Realty  of  playing,  Arough- 
*•  out  the  realm  of  England  (A)."  Leiceftw 
wzs  not  a  roan,  who  would  allow  the  Queen's 

■  grant  to  be  impugned,  or  his  own  fervants  to 

'  bs  oppofed.  And,  his  influence  procured, 
probably,  diredions  from  the  privy  council  h 
the  Lord  Mayor,  on  the  22d'of  July  1574, 

'  *•  to  admit  the  comedy  players  within  the 
*•  city  of  London ;  and  to  be  othcrwifc  fe- 
•*  voorably  ufcd  (/)." 

But,  the  zeal  of  the  Lord  Mayor  ndther 

.'  darkened  the  gaiety  of  the  city,  nor  obftraded 
the  operations  of  the  players,  fo  much  as  did 
the  plague;  which,  in  that  age,  fret^ucndj 
afHiAed  the  nation,  with  its  deftrudHve  ravages. 
During  feveral  years  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  the 

[k)  A  cepy'of  the  patent  Is  in  Steevens^s  Shak.  vtA.  ii, 
p.  156,  who  found  it  among  the  unpublUhed  paper*  (rf'Rj- 
mer  in  die  Britilh  Mufeum.  The  nnx-  licenfe^  for  a&ng 
generally,  was  granted  by  an  open  warranty  on  die  29di  of 
Apiit  1 593,  "  to  the  platers,  fervants  to  the  Earl  cS  Suflot ; 
-  **  authorizing  them  to  exercife  their  quality  of  playii^  co- 
**  medics  and  tragedies,  in  any  county,  city,  town  or  cor- 
**  poration,  not  being  within  feven  miles  of  Loodan,  where 
'^  die  infedion  is  not,  and  in  places  convenient,  and  tiniet 
*  fit.*"  [Council-reg*  at  that  date.} 

(/)  On  the  lame  day,  a  pa&port  was  granted  *  to  die 
**  players  to  go  to  London  [from  die  court]  and  to  ^  wdl 
•*  ufcdon  dwir  voyage"  poumcy.  J 

privy 
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{»iyy  council  often  gave  diredions  Sar  reftraia- 
ing  players*  within  the  ci^,  and  its  vicinage  j^ 
on  accqunt  of  the  Sequent  peilileace>  which 
was  fuppofed  to  be  widely  propagated,  by  the 
numerous  concourfe  of  people,  at  theatricaf 
reprefentatioiis.  It  is  to  this  canic,  that  wo- 
ought  to  attribute  the  many  ctfderSf  whichc 
were  iHlied  under  the  prudent  government  of 
Elizabeth*  with  regard  to  players  ;  and  which 
are  contradictory  in  appearance,  more  thaa 
in  reality :  When  the  city  was  fickly,  the 
playhoufes  were  fhut ;  when  the  city  was 
healthy,  they  were  opened ;  though  dramatic 
entertainments  were  not  always  allowed  ia 
the  dog-days. 

Among  thoie  expedient  orders,  the  privy 
council  required  the  Lord  Mayor,  on  the  24th 
erf  December  j  578,  '*  to  fu^r  the  -diildren 
"  of  her  Majefty's  chapel,  the  fervants  of  the' 
**  Lord  Chamberlain,  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
**  of  the  Earl  of  Leicefler,  of  the  Earl  of 
"  Eflex,  and  the  children  of  Paul's,  and  no' 
*'  companies  elfe,  to  exercife  [days  within 
••  the  city  J  whom  their  Lordfhips  have' 
**  only  allowed  thereunto,  by  rcafbn  that 
**  t&e  companies  t^orenat^d  are  appointed 
'*  to  play  this  Chrillmas  before  her  Alajefty." 
Bbj  Y9t, 
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Y«t.  i'^  is  i/hJ^Adii  thitt  iheri  vrcti  ^Hett,  widi^ 
fc  the  city  rt'giW  ordinary  jfllfees;  for  phyin^ 
^bMi«klyi'4e  thCigftM  impovetiaHnent  of  the 


i^JfctiiiiuSen  ftPEHzal-erti,'  Who  diitthgniffied, 
liiee^,  betweeh  (he  life,  ihiAh  abufe,-  ofcvetf 
uiftitutioh,  than  pbys,  and  flayers,  were  per- 
ibctrted  hf  iktk  Puritans,  whwfc  enmity  may 
ISetracerfUp'ftytHe  pabiication  oithe Lawsof 
OehexSt  which  prohibitecl  ftagc  plays,  as  fin- 
M  {«).!  In  i  5jr4,  :^  _/<»•«  g^  ChryOan  Policy 
i¥i%  lir&tiDft  eUt  df$he  French;  and- dedicated  to 
.  Ltord  fiofkigfa,  by  GcoffryFentort((7).  Goffiun 
printed  his  School  of  Abufe,  in  1 5.78,  which 
*Ss  dedicated  to  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  hj  whom 

.  (i().  StacbwMxi'a  Sermon^  ($7^  quMsd  in  Mai  Shak. 
voti.  part  ii.  p- 39. 

.  (»}  A  tranlUtion  tJ  ihe  0«fitvft  laws  wa§  pubTiflMd  it 
^><tDdbn,  fii  jjdt :  **  Plijrea  and  gtoits  are  fbrbitUn,"  £i]>i 

■  {e)  Of  this  bfaolc,  die  «boIe  of  chafAer  the  7tl)  was  writtrh 
to  prtfvc  **  dm  \»f^n\s  arc  unworthy  of  the  feHowOiip  of 
^  townfmen;  that  puppet  players  arc  equal! j  unworthy; 
"  that  players  werecalt  outof  the  cliurch;  that  all  difTduip 
«•  p1aye«  ought  tb  be  forbidden :"  Yet,  he  adifllts,  "(omUtl 
f  mi  tr^etAutv/ti  of  fthdUerG,  in  mord  dofirines,  tore- 
*'  {i^ve  vice,  and  extol  virtue,  to  be  very  profitable." 
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it  was  difdainfUlIy  rejeded.'-  Iir  r^^t  Jbfaife 
Noxi^rpoke  pi^iibed  A  TreatiTe,  wherdcl 
iiicingt  dauncing,  vtwie  .flimsy:  Xit  tnterludfti 
with  -Other  idle  pajiimes  were  reprooved  {p). 
Stubbcs  exhibited  \i&  Anatome  vf  .AhufeSt  in 
1583;  fliowiog  i^^fwkkedmftoi^fia^pbfti, 
and  enterbides.  The  churches  ccmtinuaHy  Pc- 
founded  with  declamations  againft  the  ^a^e^ 
And,  in  1 592*  the  vanity,  an4  uniawfultuff,  o£ 
piaieSf  and  enterbides,  were  mmntainedi*  in  th« 
univerfity  of  Cambridge,  by  Doftor  Runold^' 
againil:  Dcx^tor  Gager,  the  celebrated  drama-r 
tift.  This  academical  contrcfverry  wa»  fooa 
foHowed  by  a  kind  ^  theatrical  rtfcript  in  ditt 
form  of  a  letter  to  the  vice  chancellor  di 
(f )  Cambridge,  from  the  privy  council,  date4 

(^)  Mr.  M^ODC  lays  this  treatUc  wat  publiihod  aittitiim 
yexc  1579;  ai*iit  chc  year  15S0.  I  have  two  copies^ 
Northbrboke's  treatire,  which  prove^  that  it  was  publijhi 
edin  1579,  as  Herb.  T}>p.  An.  vol  it.  p.  991-1117,  1149* 
fliow,  chat  it  was  licenrcd,  in  1578,  and  in  1577 : — PiyniK 
aflercS}  that  it  was  printed  bj  authority,  of  whkh  th^re  GEcmf 
to  be  no  evidence.  The  notices  of  Nortbbroolce's  treadle 
muft  be,  therefore,  referred  to  a  period,  antecedeat  to  ttw 
year  1577- 

(f )  A  letter  of  Oie  fame  tenor,  and  dilc,  vM  fait  t»'dii 

Vice  Chancellor  of  Oxford.     [CouRcit-r^.  29th  ]atf 

J  593.  J  The  following  is  a  copy  of  die  letter  fnxn  die  pri^ 

xoimciL  to  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Cambridge  :■.-  '     " 

Bb+  "  Wherew 
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at  Oatlinxis^  on.  the  29th  of  July  1593;  the 
fucoe  year,  in  which  appeared  the  ^^  heir  of 
ShaldpeareV  mwnirKW. 

Ffxxn 

*  «  Whereas,  dx  Md  unirerfidet  of  Ctmbridge,  ^  Ok- 
**  ford  are  the  nurleries  to  bring  up  youth  in  the  knowle^e 
**  and  fe&r  of  God,  and  in  all  manner  of  good  learning  and 

*  virtuous  education,  whereby  after  they  may  ferve  their 

*  'prince  and  country  in  divers  cdlings}  for  wbich  ieQ>cfl 
t*  efpeaal-catvif  to.behad  ofdiofr  two  univerfities,  dutall 
**  mean&maybe  uled-to  fiirdierthe  bringing  up  of  the  youth 
^  that  arc  beftowed  thei'e  in  all  good  learning,  civil  educa- 
**  don,  and  honed  means,'  wbtreby  the  ftate  and  common 
**  wealth  may  receive  faereafter  great  good.  And  like 
f.  caufesto  be  uM*  that  a^  fudi  tfaii^  as  may  iUure  and 
'i'  intice-themto  lewdneTs,  folly  and  vicious  manners,  tvhere- 
**  untO)  the  corruption  oi  man's  nature  is  more  Inclined, 
■*  may  ifi  nb  wife  be  ufed  or  pni£tKed  in  rttofe  places,  that 

*  are  icbools  of  learning  and  good  nurture.'  We  diercfere 
**  as  councilors  of  ftate  to  her  Majefty,  amongft  other 
**  things  concerning  the  good  government  of  this  realm, 
**  cannot  but  hive  a  mote  efpecial  regard  of  thefe  princip<d 
*»  places,  being  the  fountains  from  whence  learning  and 
■*  education  dc^  flow,  and  fo  is  derived  into  ^1  other  parts 
«  of  die  realm.  'And  for  that  caule  underftanding,  that 
**  comtnon  players  do  ordinarily  retort  to  the  univeifi^  of 
""  Cambridge,  there  to  recite  interludes  and  plays,  fomc  (rf 
**  them  being  iiill  of  lewd  eXam]>le  and  moft  of  vanity,  be- 

**  Adcs  the  gathering  together  of  multitudes  of  people,  ' 
**'  wbewby  is  great  occafion  alib  of  divers  other  inconveni. 
■*  encc*.  Wee  have  thought  good  to  raquirc  you  the  Vice 
■*  Chancdlor  mtb  the  alGAancc  of  the  heads  mi  the  coU^es, 
■^  to  take  fecial  «r4er  Utat  hereafter  .there  may  no  plays  or 
r  **  interiudes 
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■  From  this  outcry  flgainft-  the  drima,  loud^ 

as  ft  was,  and  Ibng  as  it  contiaoed^  Jbme  goott 

eflfeas 

?  inCerlulilesofcoiniBoii'pbyHsbouliedoF&t  fiutfaeidieria 

**  the  luiiverfiEy,  or  in  any  place  within  tlie  coiopaii  of  five 

*  miles,  and  efpeciaUy  in  the  town  of  Chdler ton  being  a 

*  village  on  the  waterflde,  nor  anjrfliowsof  unlawful gtmeSf 
«  diat  are  fcxhiiiea  by  tfat  ftamta  of  this  retkn*  And  fat 
**  the  better  cxecutioa  hereof  you  fhaU  communicate  dielt 
*'  our  letters  to  the  mayor  or  mayors  of  the  town  of  Cam- 
"  bridge  for  the  time  being,  with  the  reft  of  the  juftices  of 
*■  the  peace,  within  five  miles  of  the  taid  town,  and  that  no 
**  other  juflices  may  give  licenfe  to  the  contrary,  who  (hall 
**  lilcewife  by  virtue  hereof  be  required  as  well  as  you  to 
**  fee  the  tensr  of  thefe  our  letters,  put  in  due  execution, 
**  every  raie  of  you  in  your  fevcral  juri£iJ^ons.  .  Moreover 

*  becaule  we  are  informed,  that  there  are  divers  inmates  re- 
**  ceiwcd  into  fundry  boules  in  the  town,  whereby  the  town 
**  doth  grow  over  burtbencd  with  people,  being  a  thii^ 
^  d^i^erous  in  this  time  of  infe^on,  and  that  caufeth  tha 
"  prices  of  viaftuals  and  all  other,  things  to  be  raifed,  and 
«  dotb  breed  divers  other  inconveniences :  You  fhall  like- 
"  wife  by  virtue  hereof  if  your  own  authority  be  not  fuT- 
*'  flcient  by  your  charter,  confer  with  the  mayor  of  die  (tii 
*'  town  of  Cambridge  of  the  means,  and  to  put  thefame  in 
**  execution  how  this  diforder  vrnyhe  redrclTed,  and  to  fbr- 
*'  fee  hereafter  that  the  fame  be  in  no  waysfuffered.  LafUy, 
«  where  [as]  the  &ir  of  Stourbridge  is  at  hand,  which  it  kept 
•'  a  mile  out  of  the  town,  in  refpeit  of  the  great  infeflion 
"  and  vifiiatioQ  of  the  ficknefs  in  London  at  diispreleot; 
"  you  the  vice  chancellor  fhall  give  order  as  directed  from 
*>  us,  to  the  maflres  and  heads  of  the  colleges  tbcre,  that 
»'  during  the  time  of  the  fair,  die  gates  of  the  cdleges  may 

«be 
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dSeds  sdbitedi  aslSienr^did  from  a  finflar 
dotcxy^  TiJiich  vras  nd&d  by  C(dlicr  i^inft  tin 
JIage;  in  more  modem  times.  As  early  as 
I  ^78*  the  privy  council  endeavoured,  though 
liot  WTth  complete  fttcceA,  to  prevent  the  ad- 
ing  pf  P^ays,  daring  £i!«/(y).  This  foHci- 
^udcik  for  t^  iaterefb  of  religion,  was  iboa 
after  cxtondefll  to  the  ptevcnting  of  ftage  play* 
en  Zund^s  (r).-    Yet,  tfci«  care  did  not  extend 

to 

"  be  kept  (hut»  xnd  that  no  fchulars  be  perniitted  to  repair 
•*  tbilher." 

(r)  On  dwi3tbflfMardi  157^  tbe  privy  caancU  -weave 
tt>  the  Ixurd  MaTor  tofiiffer  no  {^js  to  be  gficd^  within  his 
JDrifHidionf  durir^  Ltnt^  until  it  hi  afUr  Efffitr.  A  fisiilar 
letter  was  wntteiK  on  the  II  di  of  March  1 600-1  i  Fe<^iriag 
Ifae  Lord  Mxyor,  "  not  to  fail  in  fiippreffing  pkj^  wkhln 
■  the  cky,  and  the  liberties  thereof  eQiedalljr  at  Fatli,  an4 

*  in  fi^  Blaekfriirif  during  tliis  time  of  Ltnt" 

{/)  The  privy  council  wrote  to  the  juffices  of  Surrey, 
«n  the  29th  of  O^ber  1587,  *<  that  whereas  the  inhabit- 

*  ants  of  Southward  had  complained  unto  their  LordOiips^ 
"  ibat  the  order  fet  down  by  their  Lordlbips  for  the  reftrain- 
V  mg  of  plates  and  interludes,  within  the  county  on  tbi  Sah- 
*^  iath  iaiti  is  not  obferved  ;  aiid  efpeciallle  within  the  Lt- 
•*  btrtii  of  the  Ciinkty  and  within  the  farifi)  af  St.  Saviaurs^ 

.  *■  in  Suithuiark;  they  are  required  to  take  fuch  firifl  order, 
••  for  the  Saying  of  the  faid  diforder,  as  is  alreadie  taken  bj 
^  t^c  Lord  Mayor,  Mrithin  the  libertie  of  the  cittie ;  fb  as 
ft  the  iame  be  not  hereafter  fuffered,  at  the  times  forbidden, 
*^  ia  any  place  in  that  counqr."     A  iimilar  letter  was  writ- 
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Co  (be  ccfart,  vrhsta  plays  were  pre&nted,  fbf 
QoecR  Elizabeth's  renvatioo,  during  ber 
«h<rfe  reign,  on  Sundays.  This  reftridion 
<gainft  aSAng  plays*  an  Sundays,  was  contU 
sued,  by  focceffivo  otders  of  the  privy  CDUscil^ 
till  it  was  at  length  enaded  by  pai^iamen^ 
**  that  no  plays  Ihould  be  pre^nted  on  the 
"  Lord'»-day  {/)." 

The  players  Were  alfo  obflrut^ied  in  th* 
eEcrcife  of  their  profeHion  by  orders,  whidt 
originated  from  a  kfs  pious  fouroe,  and  dco 
prived  of  their  |MX)fits,  by  injunctions,  which 
proceeded  from  a  lefs  difintnrfted  motive. 
The  royal  iearward  found,  that  the  people* 
who  are  entitled  to  praife  for  fucb  a  prefer- 
ence, took  more  delight  in  Aage-playing,  than 
in  Sear-baiting;  their  fecond  Jight  forefceingi 
no  doubt,  that  Shalcfpeare  was  at  hand,  to  ja(^' 
tify  their  choice  :  Accordingly,  in  July  1591, 
an  order  was  ilTucd  by  the  privy  (a)  council 

that 

ten,  on  the  Came  ds^,  to  diejufticeSoFMiddldex:  Yet,  Mr. 
Middne  is  of  c^nion,  that  the  aSing  of  plays  on  SundaTt 
was  not  reftrained  till  the  reign  of  King  James. 

Xt)  By  1  Ch.  r.  cL  i. 

.  (k)  IIk  privy  cooncil,  on  the  Z5th  of  July  1591,  wroia 
ftom  Greenwich,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  totb* 
jdWces  of  Middlefex,  and  Sutrey:— ^  Whereas  heretofore 
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that  there  ibould  be  no  plays,  publickly,  fhewed 
on  l^burfd^s  j  becauie,  on  Ttmrjdayst  hear-hait- 
ing,  and  fuch  Uke  paftimes,  had  been  ufually 
pradifedk  In  this  manner,  were  the  minifters 
of  Elizabeth,  at  times,  gravely,  and  wiTely, 
occupied. 

By  thofc  rarious  caufes,  "were  the  players, 
who  had  no  other  profcffion,  deprived  of  their 
Kvelihoodj  by  the  recurrence  of  pciKlence,  by 
the  intervention  oiLent^  by  the  return  of  £&«* 
Joff,  and  \>y  ih^  cotr^etition  of  bear%Dards»  On 
the  3d  of  December  1 581,  the  players  Hated 
their  cafe  to  the  privy  council ;  reprefented 
their  poor  eftatesy  as  having  no  other  means  to 
fuAain  their  wives,  and  children,  but  their  ex- 

"  there  bath  been  order  uken  to  rcftiain  the  plapng  of  iii> 
^'terludes  and  plays  on  the  Sabtmh-dBy*  notwithftaiidiiig 
*'■  die  wbkh,  (as  wee  are  informed)  the  lame  is  negleded 
^  to  the  profdianation  of  this  day  i  and  all  otber  da^  oi  die 
**  week  in  divers  places  the  players  do  ufc  to  redte  their 
<>  plays  to  iiic  great  hurt  and  etjiru£}ian  tf  tbt  gOTiu  ofbtar- 
"  baiting',  and  liltc  paftimts^  which  are  maintaiiud  far  her 
"  Mejtfty't  pUafure^  if  accafim  reptin :  Thefc  fludl  be 
«  therefore  to  require  you  not  only  to  take  order  hereafter, 
**  d)A  tiiere  may  no  plays,  interludes,  or  comedies  be  ufed  (w 
"  publickly  made  and  (hewed  either  on  the  Sundays,  or  en 
"  the  Thurfdays,  becaufe  on  the  Thti^iayi,  tbelc  tthergawKt 
*>  tfftuiilj  have  been  aiwayi  aecufitnud  and  praSiJid.  Where- 
*  of  fce  you  fail  not  hereafter  to  fee  this  our  order  duly  ob- 
^  ferved,  for  the  avoiding  inconveniences  aforelaid." 

' '  crcile 
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crcife  of  playing;  fhowed,  that- the  ^^in?^ 
within  the  city  were  will  Jlacked;  and  prayed 
that  their  Lordfliips  would  grant  them  licenfe 
to  ufe  their  playing  as  heretofore :  The  privy- 
council,  thereupon,  for  thofe  confiderations, 
and  recollefting  alfo,  •*  that  they  were  to  pre- 
"  fent  certain  plays  before  the  Queen's  Mar- 
**  jofty*  for  her  folace,  in  the  cnfuing  Chrift- 
•*  mas,"  granted  their  petition  j  and  ordered 
the  Lord  Mayor  to  permit  then>  to  exercife  . 
their  trade  of  playing,  as  ufual.  On  the  22d 
of  April  1582,  this  order  was  extended  for  a 
further  time,  and  enforced  by  weightier  con- 
fiderations J  /qt  boneji  recreatign  Jake,  and  In 
refpeift,  r^2X  ber  Majejiy  fometimes  taketh  de- 
light m  tbefe  pa/iirms{v).  Yet,  the  privy- 
council 

(tr)  TTie  following  is  the  proceeding  of  the  prlrjr-coun- 
cil  frcMn  their  regifter  of  the  3d  of  December  1581  :— 
•*  Whereas  certain  Cempanits  ef  Pl/yert  berttofirt  ufing 
"  tbiir  iomnun  ixircift  of  playing  within  and  abaitt  the  city 
**  »f  LendBJi^  have  of  late  in  refpefl  of  the  general  infedion 
**  within  the  city  been  reftralned  by  their  LonKhips  com- 
'  "  mandment  from  playing  :  the  faid  playerf  this  day  cxhl- 
**  bited  a  petition  unto  their  Lord(hips,  humbly  defiring 
**  that  as  well  in  relpe6t  of  their  poor  eftates  having  no  other 
.<*  means  to  fuftain  them,  their  wives  and  children,  but  d>eir 
*'  exercife  of  playing,  and  were  mij  brought  vp  frem  tht'tr 
**  jauih  in  the  praAice  and  profejjim  of  mvfick  anJpbying  t 
*>  4f  for  that  die  ficlnefs  wi^in  die  cirv  were  wdl  flaoked, 

«  fo 
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.council  did  not,  in  their  laudable  zeal  for 
bmtji  recreatimf  depart,  in  the  Icail,  from 
accuftomed  prudence;  requiriag,  as  effential 
c<»dUi(His   ef    removing    thofe  jeftri^ons, 

that 

**  fb  that  no  danger  of  inrcftion  could  follow  hj  the  aflem- 

'  **  %lies  of  people  at  their  plays ;    It  would  pleafe  tfairir  Lord- 

■*'  .fliipt  tberefore  to  grant  thnn  licenfe  to  ufe  their  iaid  «t- 

. "  «(cife'  of  playii^T  as  berctofoR  they  had  done.     Their 

. "  Lordfliips  dicreupon  for  the  ctHifidcratioiu  aforelaidf  as 

"  alfo  for  that  they  are  to  prefent  certain  plays  before  the 

■•*  Queen's  M^efty  for  her  foUcc  in  the  Chriftmas-time  now 

-  *  following,  were  cemented  to  yield  unto  their  laid  kutnUe 

**  petition }  and  ordered  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  d^  of 

**  London  Ihould  fulFer  and  permit  them  to  ufe  and  exercife 

**  their  trade  of  playing  in  and  about  the  city  as  they  have 

■*  heretofore  [been]  accuHomed  upon  the  week-days  only, 

-<*  being  bolidajFS  or  other  days  lb  as  tbey  do  forbear  whtdly 

<*  to  play  on  die  Sabbath-day  either  in  the  forenoon  or  after- 

**  noon,  which  to  do  tbey  are  by  this  their  LonUhips  order 

.  *'  cxpre&ly  denied  and  forbidden. "■■■  —    ■■  ■  On  the  Asth 

.  of  April  15S2,  die  privy-council  wrote  the  Lord  Mayor  of 

-London  the  following  letter: — "That  whereas  heretofore 

**  for  liindry  good  caufes  and  confiderations  their  Lordfliipt 

**  have  oftentimes  given  order  for  the  retraining  of  playi 

c  in  and  about  the  city  <rf' London,  and  nEvenbelefs  of  late, 

.  **  fir  bentft  rurtatimfah  in  TtJptU  that  btr  Majiflffumt- 

■ "  taut  takith  tUIigbt  in  thefi  pofiimft  thetr  Lordlhips  tbiui 

*<  Hntt  unfit  having  regard  to  the  leafoo  of  the  year  and  the 

.  *■  dearnds  of  the  city  from  infc&ion  to  allow  of  certain 

.  **  compuiies  of  players  to  exerdfe  their  playing  in  Irondcwi» 

.  **  putly  to  the  end  they  might  thereby  attain  to  die  more 

-**  perfe^on  and  dextenty  in  th^t  profcffion  the  rather  ta 
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ilhst  the  comeJiesand  mtertiitiet  hi  iooieU  inio 
for  matter,  wl^ich  rtiight  breed  cornipcion  of 
manners,-  ftnd  thftt  ^t  perfons  might  be  s^'* 
pointed,  for  allowing  fuch  plays  only,  as 
fhould  yield  'no  example  of  e^l.  We '  &aU 
find,  in  our  progrcfs,  that  rtgidar  coromif- 
iioners  were  appointed  in  1589,  for  reviewing 

*  content  licr  MajcAj,  wtwreupan  their  Lordfltip*  per- 
*■  mittu)  tbem  to  ufa  their  placing  undl  thejr  fhould  fee  to 
"  the  contrary  aud  forefeing  thit  the  liuiK  might  be  done 
"  without  impeachment  of  the  fervice  of  God,  reftnuned 
"  ihen  from  playing  on  the  Sabbath-day :  And  iwc  as  nuicb 

*  as  their  fLtv^ps  fiippofe  that  dt^r  hmeft  excEci&  of 

*  plajwig  to  be  uled  oa  thcJiolydays  after  evening-prayer 
**  as  long  as  the  rcafoti  of  the  year  may  permit  and  may  be 
'  without  danger  of  the  infcftton  will  not  be  'oSendn 
*^foliM  if  cart  hi  had  that  thfircnudiaandJBUHudes  Ar 
*■  Wn/  inti^  and  ibit  theft  wbith  da  cmtaiti  ttuUUr  that  meg 
**  hrud  carrt^titn  ^  manntrs  and  comjtrfatitn  among  tbt 
"  /M^/e  bt  ferliddtn.  Whercunto  their  LorJQiLps  wiPi  there 
"  be  appointed  fome  fit  perfons  who  may  confider  and  allow 
*"  of  fuch  plays  only  as  be  lit  to  yield  honcft  recreation  and 
"  no  example  of  evU.  Th^r  Lor^ip*  pray  bis  Lordflup  ' 
**  to  revoke  his  late  inhibitioii  againil  their  playing  on  the 

**  hojydays,  but  that  Jie  do  fulFcr  them  as  well  within  the 
"  dty  as  without  to  ufe  th^-ir  exercife  of  playing  on  the  '£iiti 

*  halydays  after  evening  prayer  only,  forbearing  Ae  £aht 
**  bath-day  according  to  their  Lordihips  &id  order,  and  wtua 

*  he  {ball 'find  that  tbe  continuance  of  the  jame  their  exer^ 
"  die,  by  the  increafi:  of  the  ficknefs  and  infeSion,  fliall  t>t 
«  dangerous  to  certil^  Oieir  Lordftiips  and  they  will  pre^ 
**  &Mly- take  order-'Bscoidiiiglj'.''  .... 

*  ■  the 
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the  labours  of  our  draaiadfts ;  ^  allowiog 
the  fit,  and  feje<%ng  /^  immanturfy%  which 
-appointment  feems  to  be,  only,  a  fyftematic 
improvement  of  Queen  EUs^eth's  ecclefia* 
Jti(^  injliniaions,  in  1559. 

Of  fuch  players,  and  fuch  companies,  that 
incited  bonefi  imrrimentt  during  Elizabeth's 
days,  and  were  regarded  as  objeds  of  confi- 
deration,  by  feme  of  the  wifeft  minifters,  that 
have  ever  governed  England,  who  would  not 
wifli  to  know  a  little  more  f  The  children  of 
St.  Paul's  appear  to  have  formed  a  company^ 
invery  early  times.  At  the  accei&on  of  Eli- 
zabeth, Scbaftian  Weftcott,  was  the  mafter  of 
thofe  children.  With  his  boyiftj  aftors,  he 
continued  to  entertain  that  great  Queen,  and 
to  be  an  objcd  <^  &vour,  and  reward,  till  did 
year  1586.  He  was  fucccedcd,  as  mafter  of 
the  children  of  Paul's,  by  Thomas  Qiles,  who, 
in  the  fame  maimer  tried  to  pleaie,  and  was 
equally  rewarded  for  his  pains.  Thomas  Giles 
was  fucccedcd,  in  1600,  by  Edward  Piers,  as  , 
the  mafter  of  the  children  of  Paul's,  who  was 
xo  inftru&  them,  in  the  theory  of  mufici  and 
direft  them  «  to  hold,  as  'twere,  the  mirrour 
"  up  to  nature."  The  eftablifliment  of  the 
£bildren  of  her  Majefty's  honourable  chapel 
feemi  to  have  been  formed  oa  the  jrfaa  of 
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thftt  of  the  children  of  St.  Paul's.  Richard; 
Bower,  who  had  prefided  over  thi^:  honoura- 
ble chapel  under  ^^ary  th.e  viiith,  continued, 
toiblace  Eli^ab&th^.by.thefingiagvail^tu^ga 
of  the  <:hildrei>  erf"  the  chapel,  till'  157a. 
Richard  Bower-; was  th^n, fuicge^dfid,  in»htt 
office,  and  in  tho&  modes  of  j^eaJ!iifig-^y^Jph|ir 
Honnys.  This  mafter  was.  fQllowed  by  Wil-; 
liam  ^}:^i$,  one  of  the  g^tlemcn.  of  .the 
chapel }  ^vho,  not  on)y  endeavoured  to  gladv 
den  life,  by  the  aQing  (rf  his  chUdreo,-  but  to 
improve.,  it,  by  the  publication  of.  the  peni- 
tential pfalms,  with,  appropriate  mujlic  (w). 
The  children  of  Wejiminjier  had  for  their 
diredor,  John  Taylor,  from  the  year  1 565, 
for;  a  long  fucceffion  of  theatrical  feafons. 
Anfl,  the  children  of  Windfor  were,  in  the 
£(me  manner,  employed  by  Richard  Ferrant, 
during  EUzabeth's  relideace  there,  ."  to  eaCe 
*'  the  anguilh  of  a  torturing  hcoir.''  . 

It  was  from  thofe  nurferies,  that  many  a 
cyon  was  grafi«*l  into  the  more  regular 
companies  of  players.  During  the  infahcy'of 
the  drama,    the  players  were  driven^  by'  the; 

(iv)  WUiiam  Hunms  republiihed,  in  1 597, "  Seven  Sobs 
"  of  a  Ibtrowful  Saul  foi  Sin ;"   and,  in  the  lame  year,  he 
pdnted  "  A  Handful  of  Honifuckles." — We  may  here  fn 
another  example  how  the  liunc  name  wfis  different  lp«lt  ' 
ihnnjsy  and  Hunnis, 

C  c  penalties 
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penaities  of  -  ^6  ftatutes  againft  vagsbbilds,  to 
fe^lt  fof'^ltfcr  under  private  patronage,  by 
^hfiermg  thcMldhes,  as  fervants,  to  the  greater 
p£erilf  Arid'«v<n)  to  the  middlihg  fort  of  gentle- 
mem  -  Ac-ths  accefficm  of  Elizabeth,  the  Lord 
R<ib<^ft  I^iHey's  players  became  conrpictfoos. 
WKan^  iy  his  influence,  theywCre  tac(»-po- 
rMed,  {Tit<>  a  regular  company,  in  1 574,  dwir 
Ktadeps-  v*«rc  James  (x)  Burbadge  ;  John  Per- 
^jn  y  J<Bhn  Lanham ;  William  Johnfon ;  and 
Robert  Wllfon.  None  of  thcfe  rofe  to  eml- 
nenitt.  Of  contributed  much  to  the  advance- 
iheM  of  the  ftage.  When  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
ceAei-  T^td,  in  September  1588,  they  were 
li^(^  to  look  for  proteiflion  from  a  new  mafter. 
lTh'-t572f  Sir  Robert  Lane  bad  dieatrical 
ib^ants,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Laurence 
Dutteni  who  appears  to  have  joitwd  the  Earl 
of  Warwick's  company  :  but  Lane's  fernnts 
&em  not  to  havs  long  continued,  either  to 

.  («)  Jamo  Burbadgtv  who  is  more  kttown,  as  dw  bAa 

of  I^idurd  Burbailge,  and  Cuthbert  Burbadge,  than  Tor  brs 
own  pcribraunces,  during  the  i^&ncy  of  the  theatre,  lived 
brig  [Q-Holywt'UTlbeet.  He  had  a  daughter  baptized,  bj 
the  name  of  Alices  in  the  pariOi  of  Sl  Leonard's,  Sbore- 
ditdi,  on  the  nth  of  Mard)  I57|.  He  wax  buried  there, 
as  appears  bjr  the  regifter,  on  the  id  of  February  159^^ 
Helen  Butbadge,  widow,  was  buried  in  the  fame  caemetay, 
•A  the  8A  of  Miy  1613 }  and  was  probably  the  relid  of 
Jamei  Buibadgt. 

profit^ 
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profit,  by  pieafing  others,  or  to  pleafe  them- 
ielves,  by  profit. 

In  1573,  Lord  Clinton  entertained  drama*- 
tic  fcrvants,  who,  as  they  did  little,  have 
left  little  for  the  hiftorian  of  the  flage  to  re- 
cord. When  the  Lord  Clinton  died,  on  the 
16th  of  January  1584*  thofe  fcrvants  fcHind 
Hieher  pi<obably  from  ibnie  other  peer,  who 
like  hio),  was  ambitious  of  giving  and  re« 
ceiving  the  pleafures  of  the  Ifatge. 

In  1575,  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  Bad 
of  Warwick's  company,  Laurence  Dutton, 
and  jQhn  Dutton,  who,  as  they  did  not 
diftinguiOi  themfclvcs,  cannot  be  much  diftin" 
guiOied  by  the  hiftorian  of  the  theatre. 

in  157;,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  had  a 
f  ompany  of  afting  ftrvants :  wbedier  William 
Elderton,  and  Richard  Mouncafter,  were  then 
the  leaders  of  it,  is  uncertain :  Bu^  Shak^ear^ 
was,  certainly,  admitted  into  this  company, 
which  he  has  immortalized  more  by  his 
dramas,  than  by  his  a<5ling.  In  1597,  John 
Heminges,  and  Thomas  (_y)  Pope,  were  at  thp 

head 

(y)  Thomas  Pope,  vAo  it  bid  to  h»ve  played  the  jivt 

of  a  down,  died  be&re  the  yev  1600,  adds  Mr.  Malonc. 

[ShaL  vol'  i-  put  ii.  p.  198. j    Yet,  Pope  nude  his  v/iH, 

which  may  be  feen  in  the  Frcrogative-afice]  od  the  aid  pf 

Cci  July 
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bead  0f  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  iervants,  who 
were  afterwards  retained  by  King  James ;  and 
long  flood  the  fbremoft,  for  the  regularity  of 
their  cftablifhmcol,  and  the  excellency  of  their 
plays. 

In  1576,  the  Earl  of  Suffex  had  a  theatri- 
cal company,  which  }}egan  to  aft  at  The  Rofi, 
on  the  27tb  of  December  1593;  yet,  never 
rofe  to  diftinguilbed  eminence. 

In  i577»  I'Prd  Howard  had  dramatic  fer- 
vaots,.  whoi.as  they  did  not  diflinguifh  them- 
fclves,  have  not  been  remembered  by  others. 

July  1603;  and  which  was  proved  on  the  13th  of  Fe- 
bruary i6o|.  He  devifed  his  fharcs  in  the  Curiaiti,  and  the 
Globt  to  Thomas  Bromtcy,  who  bad  iten  tbertttfgrt  kap- 
tixeJ,  in  Sf.  Jndrm/'sy  XJndirJbnfi.  [Thomas  Bromlie  was 
baptized,  fays  the  r^iftcr,  wh>dl  mentions  the  bapdfai  of 
CO  othu*  TboDias  Bromlie,  on  the  zSdi  of  Auguft  1602.] 
He  bequeathed  his  wearing  apparel,  and  his  arms,  tu  Robert 
Gough,  the  player,  wbo-had,  probably,  been  hii  apprentice, 
01  fervant,  and  to  John  Edmans.  Pope  bequeathed  tbrce 
.  pounds  to  the  po«r  of  the  parifii  of  St.  Saviour's,  Soiuhwarlc, 
where  he  lived,  and  £.  ao,  for  his  funeral  expcnccs,  and  a 
monument,  in  the  church  of  that  pariHijWhet'einhe  was  bnried, 
by  his  Awn  diredHon }  yet  his  burial  is  not  recorded  in  the 
partfli-regiller.  He  left  £.  lOO  to  SuOui  Gafcoigne,  whom 
be  had  educated.  He  devifed  feveial  houfes  on  thi  Bank- 
fidt  to  his  tffother,  John  Pope,  and  left  handfome  legacies  to 
bis  mother.  He  was  plainly  a  man  of  property  ^  who  fydka 
bmiliarly,  in  his  will,  of  his  ^/dfr,  and  dlamsnd-ringSi  which 
the  players  generally  affe&ed  to  pof&A. 

In 
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In  1578,  the  Earl  of  EiTex  had  a  company* 
of  players,  wbo  probably  finilhed- their  ca- 
reer, when  he  paid  the  penalty  of  hts.treaibn, 
in  1601. 

In  1 579,  Lord  Strange  had  a  company  of 
tumblers,  .who,  at  times,  enter^incd  the 
Queen  vfithjeats  oft^ivfty  -,  and  who  began 
to  play  at  the  Rofe,  under  the  management  of 
Philip  Henilow,  on  the  19th  of  February, 
1591  i  yet,  were  never  otherwifc  diftinguifh- 
ed,  than  like  ^ejhvtting  pUyery  wbtfe  conceit 
Ajy  in  bis  hamjiring. 

In  1579,  the  Earl  of  Darby  entertained  a 
company  of  comedians,  which  had  at  its 
head,  in  1599,  Robert  Brown,  to  whom  Wil- 
liam Slye  devifed,  in  1608,  hts  fhare  in  the 
Globe. 

In  1585,  the  Queen  had  certainly  a  com- 
pany of  players,  which  is  faid,  without  fuf- 
iicient  authority,  to  have  been  foimed,  by  the 
advice  of  Walfingfaam,  in  1581.  The  earliefl: 
payment,  which  appears  to  have  been  made  to 
the  Queen's  company,  was  iffued  on  the  6th  of 
March  1584..  And,  in  March  1589-90,  John 
Dutton,  who  was  one  of  Lord  Warwick's 
company,  and  John  Lanham,  who  belonged 
to  Lord  Leiccfter's,  appear  to  have  been  at 
the  head  of  Elizabeth's  company,  which  mufl: 
be  diilinguifhed  from  the  ancient  eflablifh- 
C  c  3  meDt 
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ttient  of  the  houfehold,  &ai  received  a  faltry 
^  the  Exchequer^  ^Irithoat  perfonning  anjr 
duty  it  court. 

In  i59i>  the  Lord  Admiral,  had  a  company 
bf  comedians,  who  began  to  of):  at  The  Refe, 
on  the  1 4th  of  May,  1 594 }  and  who  had  at 
its  head,  in  159S,  Robert  !%aw,  and  Thomas 
lOoHTitoti.  Connefted  with  them,  in  the  ma- 
nagement, and  concerns,  of  the  company,  were 
Philip  Henfibw,  and  Edwatd  Allen ;  two 
perfons,  who  are  better  known,  and  wiH  be 
longer  remembered,  in  the  theatrical  world  (z). 

At 

(z)  Philip  Henllaw  waG'illiTeratehimfclft  J'et, a  hewn 
the  proteAor  ffl  Dra^cti  and  DeKkei^  'of  Ben  Jcdinfan  aid 
Maffingcr,  wtU  never  be'forgotten  tn  'the  antnls  of  tfac  flagc 
He  rofe  from  a  low  origin  by  prudent  conduct.  He  mirrieil 
Agnes  Woodward,  widow,  by  whom  he  had  no  Jfliiei  it 
Icaft  noiic,  who  furvived  him.  It  was,  by  this  marriage,  dui 
ht  became  conneified  with  Edward  Allen,  the  cdetvattd 
Comc^an  i  whoHiarried,  on  the  Md  O^ber,  1^92,  Joao 
WoAdword,  the  daughter  of  Henflow's  wife  About  tlut 
epoch,  Jie  coiiiic^ud  himftlf  with  the  ftage.  He  was  die 
proprietor  of  Tin  Rsfe  theatfe,  on  the  BankAde.  Here, 
the  L-^rd  Sirangt's  company,  the  Lord  Nottingham's  com- 
pany, and  the  Lord  Pembroke's  company,  ufcd^lo  pla^  un- 
der h)S  prudent  management.  He  became  a  proprietor  of 
tlie  bear-garden.  He  was  a  veftrnnan  of  St.  Saviour's  pa- 
ri(b,  Sou'thwifrt;  where  he  lived,  and  died.  Henflowhad 
ihe  honour,  frith  Whw  refpe^bJe  pai-i&ioners,  to  be  One  of 
the  ptjtentees,  to  whom  King  James  granted  Ihs  charter,  ia 
(aww  'of  St.  Saviour's.  He  made  his  will,  on  the  i ft  of 
5  ■    January 
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At  thcftcoeffion  of  Kingjarao^-thrditalikal 
fervants  of  the  Lord  iV^iairal  had  the  hcoour 

ImtVJ  i6iSi  letwiug  Itis  wifr  A^ae^  hw  CKCCHtrjxj  and 
his  fon  jWt-.  Edward  AUtth  Bfif  one  of  the  OTcrieen  of  ib 
This  h£t  explains  bow  the  atxount  books  of  Hcnflow, 
which  have  illuflrated  16  many  oblcure  points,  in  tfieatricat 
ootteni  came  to  Dulwicfa  college,  [fa  «ppean  from  his  . 
yn^  which  na.y  be  iben  ia  the.  prenigatire-officc,  to  have 
had,  at  the  time  of  malting  if,  no  conne^on  widi  playhoules, 
plajs,  or  players.  He  devifed  the  rererfion  of  thi  Boar's- 
htad,  and  tbt  Btar-fdr den,  to  hit  godffxi  Philip  Henflow,  the 
fon  of  his  brother  William;  nor  did  he  btiget  his  brothet 
John,  ft  wattrmaa.  The  teQator  was  buriet^  as  appnn 
Irooi  the  rt^ifter,  in  the  chwicel  of  St.  Saviour's  fhitrclv 
on  the  lOth  of  January  l6|4> 

Edward  Alien  was  bom  in  1566;  and  died  in  1616,  after 
an  a^ve  life  of  uncommon  cekbrit^  ivfaicfa  hn  Auniihed 
^m^e  oiatter  for  bjographett  to  detail.  Though  he  wais 
younger  man  thu  Shak^arc,  he  becaQte  diflinguUbed,  as  aa 
afior,  when  that  poet'5  dramas  began  to  illtiinine  die  Bage. 
From  the  epoch  of  bis  marriage^  in  1 592,  he  probably  r»> 
iided  »n  Tkt  Baai^.  Yet,  he  built  n/  Fortmmr  play- 
bouf^  new  (voldcn-laoe,  in  St.  GUcs's,  Cf ippl^atCj  in  the 
year  1600.  Ontbe  zd  of  March  160},  Allen  was  cbofen 
a  veitryman  of  St.  Saviour's;  as  HenJlow  was  already  of 
the  Eune  parilh  trulL  He  retired  from  the  {bge  fboo  after 
diedeatbof  Hendow in  January  i6||.  In  i6)g,  be  found* 
ed  Dulwidi  cdlcge.  He  lived  on  till  November  i6z6,  in 
the  fame  courl£  of  prudent  refpe£bbili^i  perfe^ng  that 
great  a£k  of  his  life ;  vliiting  the  good ;  and  receiving  the 
vilits  of  the  great.  In  the  courfe  of  my  theatrical  refeaidies, 
]  hare  ottpo  gbfcrved,  that  chanty  is  the  lafl  »d  of  »  fhja. 

Cp.4  to 
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to  ht  uken  iDBx  the  fervice  of  Heniy-Frede- 
rick,  Pribcc'of. Wales  («). 

In  1 592>  the  Earl  of  Hertford  entertaioed 
a  company  of  theatrical  fervants,  who  hare 
left  few  materials  for  the  theatrical  remem- 
brancer. 

f  In  1 59'^.  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  (hcltercd, 
in  the  fame  manner,  under  his  protedtion,  a 
'company  of  perfons,  who  equally  made  a  pro- 
feiHoR  of  ading,  as  a  mode  of  livelihood*  and 
who  were  more  delirous  of  profit,  than  emu- 
lous of  praife.  This  company  began  to  play 
at  T&e  Rofey  on  the  28th  of  Oaober  1600. 

The  Earl  of  Wor^efter  had  alfo  a  company 
of  theatrical  fervants,  who,  at  the  acceilioa 
of  King  James,-  had- the  honour  to  be  en- 
tertained by  Queen  Anne,  in  the  fame  ca- 
pacity. 

Thus,  we  fee,  in  this  flight  enumeration, 
fifteen  difVlnd  companies  of  players  j  who, 
during  th?  protraftcd  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and 

[a)  We  may  learn  from  Birch's  Life  of  Prince  Henry, 
appx.  p.  +55j  the  names  of  his  players  : 

Thomas  Towne  ■  Anthony  Jeffes 

Thomas  Dowoton         EJward  Colbrandc 
Winiam  Byrde  William  Parre 

Samuel  Rowley  Richard  Pryonc 

Edward  Jubyc  William  Stratford 

Charles  Maflye  Francis  Grace 

Humphrey  Jc&|  John  Shanke. 
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in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  Aicceffircly  gained  a 
fcaoty  fubUftcDce,  by  iajcruioiu  phqftng.  The 
demife  of  the  Queen  brought  along  with  it  the 
diflislution  of  thole  companies^  as  retainers  to 
the  great :  And,  we  Oiall  find,  that  the  accef- 
fion  of  King  James  gave  rife  to  a  theatric 
policy,  of  a  different  kind.  The  aft  of  (^) 
jarliament,  which  took  away  from  private 
perfons  the  privilege  of  Ucenfing  players,  or 
of  protecting  ftrolliog  adors,  from  the  penal- 
ties of  vagrancy,  put  an  end  for  ever  to  the 
icenic  fyftem  of  prior' times. 

This  fubjeft,  though  curious,  has  hither- 
to remained  very  obfcure.  Materials  for  il- 
luftration  were  wanting,  while  frlf'fufficiency 
aiTumed  the  pen  of  hiftcry.  A  laudable  curi- 
oiity  ftill  requires  additional  information,  which 
can  only  be  furniihed,  by  the  communication 
of  new  notices,  in  a  diftini^  arrangement. 
This,  I  have  endeavoured  to  performs  by 
compiling  a  cbrtmohgical  feries  of  the  feveral 
payments,  which  were  made,  from  time  to  time, 
by  Elizabeth's  orders,  to  thofe  various  com- 
paniee,  for  their  refpeftive  exhibitions :  And, 
this  chronological  feriest  I  have  fubjoined  in 
the  marginal  note ;  becaufe  it  will  (how  more 
(learly,  than  has  yet  been  done,  in  which 

{b)  I  Jas.  1.  c(i.  vii. 

company 
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ec»npany '£lizabcth;offieaeft  **  took  delight  i" 
on  what  Azjd  &c  ei^oytd  thjs  lecieatian ;  and 
what  ihe  gave  ibr  each  Axfi  enjoyment; 
whether  that  delight  was  communicated^  by 
the  ftfting' (^-the  players,  tbt  fiats  of  the  tum- 
blere,  or-  the  proffer  iports  of  the  bear- 
garden (f  ). 

While 

{<}  A  CNKtmoLOCiCAt  ESRtis  of  (^ccn  Elizabeth'* 
payments,  for  plays  a^cd  before  hw :    [From  the  cootidl- 

On  the  lOth  January  156I1  to  Lord  Dudley's 
plajrcrs,  for  a  play,  prefcnted  before  her 
thisChriftmas  -    -    -'   -    -    -    ,C*  *  ^3    ♦ 
l8di  Januury  156^,  to  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick's [dayers  for  tVD  plays,  pceientcd 
bcfoi:  bar  lafl  Chriftmas   -      •      •     13    6     8 
tsth  January  157^,  toLawrenceDutton,  and 
his  feltowS)  fervants  to  Sir  Robert  Lane 
Knight,  for  prefenting  3  play  before  her 
-«n  laft  St.  St^hen's  d^j  at  night    -      6  tj    4 
^9thF9bniaiyi57|,toLawrenceDutton,and 
hif  fellows,  for  preTentitig  a  play  before 
heron  Shrove  Sunday,  at  night  -     -     13  -6     8 
7th  January  isyjito  the  Earl  of  Leicefter's 
layers  for  two  ^ays,  prdented  before 

her 13     68 

And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  for 

their  charges,.  &c.      -      ----6  13    4. 
lOth  January  1573,  for  two  plays  prefentcd 
before  her  iIhs  Chriftmas,  tIz. 

To  Lord  Clinton's  men   -     6   13    4 

To  Wiliian  Eltlertou's    -    6  13    4 

.      ,  On 
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While  the  a<5t<>rs  were  chi^  xhUdren ; 
and  while  the  theatrical  companies  were  no- 
blemen's 

On  the  22d  February  isyh  to  the  Eari  of  LeU 
cefter's  players,  for  prefenting  a.play 
before  her  the  a iftinflant  -  -  ;{^.  6  13  4. 
And  byway  of  her  Majel^'s  reward  -  3  6  S 
18th  Ma]:chiS7^toRidiardMoutxafler(or 
two  plays  prc&nted  beibre  her  on  Cao- 
dlemas-day,  and  Shrove-tueld^  laft 

ZOiaaAs. 
And  further  for  his  cbargtis      -     20  marles, 
39tfa  Decen^r  157S1  to  die  £«1  of  Lei- 
cefter 's  players,  for  prelenting  «  play 
before  her,  oi^  Candlemas-d^  at  lught  to  ~-  •— ■ 
od  January  157J,  tothc  Earl  of  Warwick's 
players,  ibr  prbfetitHig  two  [days  b^bre 
her,  OR   St.  Steven's  day>  and  New 
year's  day  lall,  at  nigbt      -      -      -      20  —  — 
7th  January  157^,  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
laio's  players,  for  a  play  prefented  before 
her,  on  Candlemas  day,  at  night     -     10  —  -— 
iidi  March  157J,  to  Richard  Mouncaftcr, 
for  prefenting  a  ptay  befwe  b/a,  on 
Shrove  Sunday  laft    -----io^-~ 
jith  March  i57|,to  Lawrence  Dittton  and 
John  Dutton,  fervants  to  the  Earl  tif 
Warwick,  for  prefenting  a  play  before 
her,  on  Shrove  Monday  laft     -     -      10  -^  .— 
20th  Janijary  I57v  ^°^  ^^^  plays  prcfented 
before  her,  in  the  Chriftmas  bdydays 
ii&,  viz. 

To  the  Earl  of  Wanrick's  players     6  13    4 

To  the  Earl  of  Leioeftcr's  players      6  13    4 

And 
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blemen's  fervants  j  the  theatres,  on  which  they 
prefented  their  interludes,  and  difplayed  their 


And  to  each  of  Aem  by  way  of  her  Majefly's 

reward  ^.  lO      -     -    -    -    -    (^.10 

On  fte  3d  February  1 57?,  to  the  Earl  of  Suffex's 
players,  fijt  a  play  prdcntcd  before  her, 
on  Candlemas-day  laft  -  -  -  -  6  ij  4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefly's  reward  -  -  10  —  — 
20di  February  1575,  ^^  ""^  plays  prefcnted 
before  her,  on  Shrove  Sunday,  and 
Monday  lad;  viz. 

To  the  E^rl  of  Warwick's  p^-crs       6  13    + 
'  To  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  players     6  13    4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward,  to  each 
of  them — 5  marks. 
9th  January  1575,  to  the  Earl  of  Leicefter's 
fervants,  for  a  play  prefcnted  before  her, 
in  the  Chriftmas  holydays      -     -     -     6  13    4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  -    -     3    ^    ^ 
gth  January  I575i  to  Lord  Howard's  fer- 
vants, for  a  play  prefented  before  her      6  13    4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward       -       368 
I4tb  March  157J,  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
Iain's  players,  for  a  play  on  Candlemas- 
day  laft     - -    -     10  —  — 

i6th  January  1575,  for  four  plays,  prefented 
before  her  Majefty,  viz. 
One  by  the  L^d  Chamberlain's  players. 
Two  by  the  Earl  of  Leiccfter'splaycn. 
One  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  players, 
j^th  March  157?,  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
liun's  players,  for  a  play  prefcnted  be- 
■  fore  her,  on  Shrove-tuefihiy    -    -    -    6  13   4 
And 
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various  powers  of  performajicey  could  not  have 

been  very    large,    or  commodious.      When 
Queen 

And  by  wa]r  of  her  M^efty's  reward   -    j^<  3    6    S 
On  Ac  13th  March  157I,  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick'* 
players,  for  a  play  prefeiiced  before  her, 
oil  Shrove  Sunday      -      -      ---6134' 
An3  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  -    -    3     6    S 
i8th  March  isyh '«  ^^^  ^arl  of  WarWiclt's 
players,  For  a  play  that  flxould  have  been 
played  on  Candlemas-day  ]aft      -      -     6  13     4 
25th  January  1 57  j'^  for  four  plays  prefented 
before  her,  including  die  reward  to  each ' 
of  them.  viz. 

To  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  players  10  —  — 

To  tlie  Earl  of  Leiccftcr's  players     lO 

To  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  players     10  —  — 
To  the  Lord  Stratmgc's  tumblers     "iO  ^   — ■ 
23J  February  157  j\,  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
Iain's  players,  for  a  play  prcfented  before"  ' 
her,  1%  Candlemas-day  lafl     --     •    6  I3    4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  -     -     3     6    8 
43d  February  157  ^5,  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain's players,  for  preferting  a  play  be- 
fore her,  on  Shrove-tuefdaylaft    •-     -     6  13     4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward       -     3    6     8 
23d  February  157,%,  to  the  Earl  of  Darby's 
players,  for  a  play  prefented  before  her, 
on  Sunday  the  14th  inftant     -     -    -     6  13    4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward    -    -     3    ^    ' 
30th  January  158I,  to  RalpH  Bowest  mafter 
of  her  Majefty's  game  of  Paris  garden, 
for  bringing  the  faid  ganie  before  her, 
dnSt.John's-day,atCbriftmaslaft   -    5— — 
On 
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Queen -Elizabeth  did  her  beft,  to  entertain  the 

French  anftbaflador,  with  her  t^UorSfp^faors, 

JUkijoenun, 

On  the  aoth  Jaouary  1581,  for  three  plays,  prefent- 
ed  before  her,  viz. 
Tothc  Earl  of  Suflex's  men  for  a  play 

on  St.  John'sday  at  night  -    ,^.  lO  —  — 
■  To  the  Earl  of  Leicefler's  forvants 

for  a  play  on  St.  Stephen's  day  -   lO  — — 
To  the.  Earl  (£  Darby's  men  for  a 

pljy  on  New  year's  day     -      _     10  — •  — ■ 
13th  February  158^  to  the  Earl  of  Lcicef- 
ter**  fervants*  for  a  play  prefcnttd  be- 
ft)re  her,  on  Shrovc-aiefday     -     -    -     6  13    4 
And  by  >^y  of  her  M^efly's  reward    -     -     3    6    8 
I3jil  February  158?,  to  the  LordChamber- 
Ivn's  fervants,  for  a  pby  prefented  be- 
fore hex,  on  Candlemas  day  laft     -     -     6  13    4. 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward    -     -     3    6    8 
2d- July    158',  to    Edward    Bowes,     the 
maAer  of  her  Majefty's  game  of  Paris 
^uden,  for  two  rcprefentations  of  the 
laid  game  before  her,  at  Whitehall,  on 
the  23d' of  April,  and  ift  of  May  laft      IQ —  — 
2ift January  i58i,toEdwardBowes,mafter 
ef  her  Majefty's  ^me  of  Paris  garden, 
for  prefentiitg  die  &id  game  befwe  her, 
at  Weftminfter,  the  4th,  6th,  7^1,  and 
laft  day  of  December    -     -     -     _    20  —  -^ 
aift  January  158^,  to  the  Lord  Strange's 
fer-vaQts,  for  fundry  feats  tA  activity, 
Ibewed  before  her,  <ki  Childermas  day 

laft-      --------5 

.    And  by  way  of  her  M^efty's  reward  -    -    5  —  — 

On 
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JHktBemaii  and  drappars,  *  to  garnifl)  the  oJS 
"garme/tH^to  maJte  them  feme  fr^  ogame" 

and 

Oodic6thMfcrdii5^,toherMajefty's^*)«rs(fer    - 
i  jflay  prefcfited  before  her;  en  Shrove 
Sunday     _■    -     _     -     .     _■    j-   -A  lo  — ^  ^ 
■     S^*'Mirchi58;,  to  her  Majefty'splayere, 
fcr  three-  jrftys  prefented  before  her,  at 
Chrifhnas  and Shforctide  '  -     -'    -'  ac><^'^ 

47*  Febnistry  158J,  to  the  Lord  A<liiUfRl's 
playen,  for  tvo  ifiterlsdes,  prefented  be- 
fore her  ■MfljeRj',  on  the  Sunday  after 
ChriftnuK-dty,  and  Sbrow-  Sunday  laft'ao  —  •« 

l6th  March  isSJi'to  her  Maje%'s  pt^ers, 
fcr  twoTrKtt-hides  prcfenttd  befort  hir, 
flhSr.'Stepben'sdaj',  atwlShro»ftSundayao  -«  ■— 

lOth  Marth  isVo)  *«  ^^^  Lord  AdoiffaJ's 
fcrvants,  ftir  certain  feats  of '  aairity, 
ihewed  before  her,  on  the  13  Decem- 
ber taft     -       ----.__     6  13    4 

Alfo  for  a  play  prefented   before  her,  on 

Shrove-todaay  lafl-  '  -     -      -     -     ■•    6  13    4, 

And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward     •     -     6  13     4, 

iS^Mxdtiis%^\, io  Jehn  Battonmijthn 
Lmdhatt  [Lanhem]  ^vio  of  the  Queen's 
players,  for  two  interludes, dewed  be- 
fore her,  on  St.  Stephen's  day,  and 
Shfove  Sunday  lafl      .    ' .  -  -     .     -  }o  -«  h, 

5th  March  159°,  to  her  M^eftj^s  players 
for  four  interludes  prefented  before  her. 
On  St,StepheH'sday,  Sunday  afterNew- 
year's  day,  Twelfth  day,  and  Shrove 
Sunday     -     -      .     -      .      -     -     26  13    4 

And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward     -      13    6    8  , 
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and  with  all  her  bouTcs,  and  clouds,  and  hiUs, 
and  other  devices,  flie  appears  neither  to  have 

mads 

On  the  jdi  MaFcti-159^  to  the  laid  {rfayers,  for 
fhewiog  ,an.  interlude  before  tier,  oa 
„„     New  Year's  day  Uft    -     -,    -      £.  6  13    + 
Aodby.way^f  her  Majefty's  rewwd^-    -  •  3.1  6    8 
D'    to  th«  Lot:,d  Admiral's  ftrvants'  tot  two 
,'  plays,|tfefcntedbeforeha',QiiSt.John's 
da]r,aod  Shrove-tuDTday  laft       ■•.    ' .  :i3    ^    9 
Andby  wayofhcc  Majefty'sreward^    «     -  .  6  13    4 
aothFebEuary  159^  to  the  £«l  of  Hertford's 
fervants,  for  aptay  presented  before  facfr 
,  on  Twelfth  night  laft     -     -    -    -    lo  — — 
D*    to  XmzA  Straage's  Icnrants,  for  fix  plays, 

.   prefciUed  before  her,  at  Whitehall— viz. 

— Sl  John's  Day;  Innocents.  Day; 
New  Year's  Day  i  Sunday  after 
Twelfth  Dayj   Shrove  Sunday;  and 

Shrove  Tuefday     ------40 

And  by  way  <rf  her  Majefty's  reward      -     20  —  — 
D°     to  thf  Earl  of  Sui&x's  fervants,  for  a 
play  prefented  before  her,  on  Sunday 
after  New  Year's  day,  the  2d  of  Janu- 
ary laft     --.     -    .     -     -    -■-     10— -> 
a7th  February,  159I,  to  her  Majefty's  play- 
ers for  a  play  prelentcd  by  ^em  be- 
fore her,_on  St.  Stephen's  day  laft  -     10  —  — • 
7th  March  I59|>  to  Lord  Strange's  {crvants 
for  three  plays  pre&nted  before  her  iVla- 
jefiy  at  Hampton-court,  viz.  St.  John's 
Night  i  New  Year's  Eve ;  and  New 
Year's  day     -      -----.20—  — 

Aod  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward      -     10  —  — 
1 1th  March  1 59I,  to  die  Earl  of  Fembroke's 

fervants 
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made  any  iplendid  ihow^  nor  furnilhed  any- 
adequate  accommodations.     The  children  of 

St. 

fervants,  fi>r  two  plays  prefented  before 
her  Majefty  it  court,  viz.  on  St.  John's 
day,atiught,and  rweTfthday,atnightj^.  13     6     8 
And  by  way  of  her  MajeCly's  ftward      -      ^  13    4 
Oothe27thNoveinbcr  i597,toJohnHemii^and 
Thomas  Pope,   fervants   to  the  Lord 
ChambeHain,  for  fix  interludes,  prefcm- 
cd  before  her  Majefty,  in  the  Chrifbnas 
holydays  laft     -      -     ----40—  — 

And  by  Way  of  her  Majcfty's  reward       »    4o  ^-  — 
3d  December  1598,  to  Johit  Hemings  and 
Thomas   Pope,  fsrvants  to  the   Lord 
Chamberlain^  for  four  inteHudes^  pre 
(tntcd  before  her  Majcfly     -     •-     -     36  13     4. 
And  by  way  of  her  Majcfty's  reward      -     13     6     8 
D°     to  Reberi  Sbaw,  and  Themes  DawnUtj 
fervants  of  the  Earl  of  Nottingham^  for 
two  plays  prefented  before  her    -    -     13     6     8 
And  by  way  of  bcr  Majefty's  reward        -       6  13     4 
i&h  February  15^^  to  John  Hcmings,  for 
three  interludes,  fbewed  before  her,  by 
the  Lord  Chatnberlain'sfcrvants,  viz.  on 
St.  Stephen's  d^,  at  lught,  Twelfth  day 
atnight;and-ShroveSijnday,atnigbt     ao  —  — 
An'l  by  way  of  her  Majcfty's  reward       -     10  -*•  — ' 
J)"    to  ythn  Shavut  for  two  plays  prefeottd 
before  her,  by  the  L(»d  Admird's  fer- 
vantS)  on  St.  John's  dayi   and  New 
Year's  day     -     -     .     -     -     -     *    ZOmarh. 
And  by  way  of  her  Majelly's  reward      -  ^,  6  13    4 
D*    to  X^rl  Srewne,  fx  a  plajr  pi'^fetited 

Dd  before 
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St.  Paul's  probably  exhibited  their  paftimcs  iii 
the  hall  of  their  own  fchool-houfe.  The 
regular  companies  had  only  the  public  inns, 
within  the  city  of  London,  where  they  could 
plcafe  by  ading,  and  obtain  their  fubfiftence 
by  pleafing. 

TTic  year  1 570  has  been  marked,  by  our  the- 
atrical hiftorians,  as  the  probable  epoch,  of  the 
firft  eretSion  of  regular  playhoufes.  As  carlv  as 
the  year  1576,  there  certainly  exifteda  build- 
ing, which  was  appropriated  to  fcenic  rcpre- 
fcntations,  and  was  emphatically  called  The 
Theatre.  It  was  probably  fituated  in  the 
Blackfriers,  without  the  Lord  Mayor's  jurif- 
tiid'on  (i^).     Before  the  year    1583,  theatret 

and 


before  her,  by  the  Earl  of  Darby's  fer- 
v3nts,onShrovc-tucl(Jay,  at  night    -     6  1 

And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  5  marks. 

nth  March  l6oo-r,  to  John  Hcmings,  for 
three  interludes,  prefcntcd  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  lcrvaius>  at  Chnftmas 
laft 30- 


(<-^  The  privy  council  on  the  ift  (^  Auguft  1577,  wrote  to 
Lord  Wcutwoptli,  to  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower,  '« that  for  ^voiding  the  ficknds  from 
**  the  hear  of  the  weatber,^they  take  immediate  order,  as  the 
^  Lord  M^or  llaii  done  wi^in  the  city,  that  fuch  pJiyers  as 
"  (Joufe,tu  play  without  the  cUy>W)thia  that  county  [Mh1< 
«  dlefei] 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


•  F   THI  Staci]    /criit  h&  lie  V&RS,  4AJ 

and  curtaines  were  familiarly  known,  and  pu- 
ritanically reprobated,  as  Venus  palaces  [e). 
Before  the  year  1586,  there  was  a  playhoufe 
at  Ncwington- butts,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
whicli  was  denominated  the  l'beatre{f).  The 
paffion  for  theatrical  reprefentations  was,  at 
that  time,  become  exceffive  j  as  we  may  learn, 
indeed,  from  Siubh's  Anatomy  of  Abufes, :  So 
there  were  managers,  who  cndsavourci  to 
gratify  the  popular  palTion  for  fcenic  amufe- 
ment,  by  ereifting  theatres.  But,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  calculate  tht;  number  of  playhouies,  in  thofc 
days,  nor  to  afcertain  their  fites.  It  feems, 
however,  certain,  that,  while   the  beams  of' 

**■  dicfex]  as  the  Theatre,  and  fuch  like,  Iball  forbear  any 
*'■  more  to  play  until  Michaelmas  be  paft." 

{e)  Stubbs's  Anatomy  of  Abufes  isSjjflgn.LV.  Stubbs 
immediately  fubjoins,  "  For  proof  whereof,  but  marke 
"■  tbc  flocking  and  running  to  theaters  and  curtenst  daylie 
"  and  hourely,  night  and  daye,  tyme  and  tyde,  to  lee  playes 
"  and  enterludes,  where  fuch  wanton  geftures,  fuch  bavvdie 
"  fpeacheS}  fuch  laughing  and  fleering;  fjch  kilTing  and 
"  bufUng:  fuch  clipping  and  culling:  fuc!i  winltinge  and 
"  glancingc  of  wanton  eyes,  and  the  like  is  af^d,  as  is  won- 
"  deiful  to  behold."— We  may  eafily  fuppofe,  Stubbs  did 
not  fo  much  defign  to  draw  a  picture,  as  to  daub  a  caraca- 
ture. 

(/)  The  letters  of  the  pri\7  council,  dated  the  nth  of 
May  1586:  direftiag  the  theatres  to  beibutup,  for  pre- 
Ycnting  pcftilence. 

D  d  2  Shakfpeare'd 
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Shakfpearc'a  fun  brightened  the  ftage,  there 
were  feven  principal  theatres  in  London,  and 
its  fuburbs :  The  Globe  on  the  Bankfide,  tlie 
Curtain  m  Shorcditch,  the  Red-hull  in  St. 
John's  ftrcet,  and  the  Fortune  in  White-crofs 
flreet;  the  Theatre  in  Blackfrjers,  the  Cock- 
pit in  Drury-lane,  and  a  more  private  play- 
houfe  in  VVhitefriers  :  Add  to  thefe,  the 
fcvcral  theatres,  which  had,  in  the  mean  timr, 
ariferi  in  St.  Saviour's  parilh  from  this  paflion 
of  the  people,  who  laudably  preferred  the 
icntimental  pleafurc  of  the  drama,  to  the 
favage  entertainment  of  bear-baiting. 

But,  this  preference,  which  encreafcd  the 
number  of  theatres,  gave  offence  to  thofe, 
who  wilhed  to  influence  the  people,  in  their 
religious  opinions,  and  to  dired  them,  in 
their  focial  conduift.  A  violent  outcry  was, 
no\v,  raifed  againft  the  number  of  playhoufes. 
Complaints  were  repeatedly  made  to  the  {g) 
privy- 

ii)  T'*^  vcQry  of  St.  Saviour's,  Sou^warlc,  w^cre  fo 
many  playhoufes  had  been  em^cd,  thought  fit  to  order,  oa 
the  f9th  July  1596,  **  that  z  petition  {haU  be  made  to  die 
"  bodyc  of  the  counccU,  concerning  the  playhoufes  ia  this 
"  pariOi ;  wherein  the  enormities  fliatl  be  fliowcd  that  comes 
"  thereby  to  the  parifh ;  and  that  in  rdped  thereof  they 
**  may  be  dirmilTed  and  put  down  from-playing:  And  that 
*'  iiij  Of  ij  of  the  churchwardens  Scz  fball  prdent  the  caule 
**  with 
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privy- council,  of  the  manifold  abufes,  that 
had  grown  (ram  the  manj/  houfes,  which  were 
employed  in*  and  about  London>  for  common 
ftage  plays.  Thefe  complaints  were,  at  length, 
fully  confidered  by  the  privy-council.  The 
wife  men,  who  compofed  tJie  councils  of  Eli- 
zabeth declared,  that  Jiage-playing  -was  not 
evil  in  itfelf.  They  dlftiuguiflied  between  the 
ufe,  and  the  abufe,  of  falutary  recreation?,  in 
0  weli  governed  ftate.  And  they  determined, 
**  as  her  Majcftie  fometimcs  took  delight  in 
"  feeing,  and  hearing  the  flage  plays,"  to 
regulate  the  ftagfe,  by  reducing  the  number 
of  theatres,  and  increafing  their  ufefuhicfs. 
For  thefe  ends,  the  privy-council,  who  did 
tiot  diftruft  their  own  power,  iflued,  on  the 
2ad  of  June  1600,  an  order  '*  for  the  reilraint 
'*  of   the  iminoderate  ufe  of   playhoufes," 

"  with  a  coHeflor  of  the  Borough-fide,  and  another  of  the 
*'  Baiikfide."  As  the  pla^toufes  were  not  put  down,  the 
£ime  veflry  tried  to  dcrire  a  profit  from  them,  by  tydung 
ih;ni  i  and  on  the  28th  of  March  1 600  :  "  It  was  ordered, 
"  that  the  churchwardens  ftwll  talk  with  the  players  for 
"  t'lihei  for  their  playhoufes,  and  for  Ehe  reft  of  the  new 
**  tanne  houfes,  near  thereabouts  vithin  the  liberty  di  the 
"  C/!nif,  and  for  money  for  the  poore  according  to  the  order 
"  taken  before  my  Lords  of  Canterbury,  London,  and  M' 
*•  of  the  Reyels."  [Thefe  cufious  extracts  were  copied 
from  the  parifli-regiftcr.] 

O  d  3  Kvhich 
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which,  as  it  does  honour  to  their  wifdom,  and 
is  curious  in  itfelf,  I  have  fubjoined  in  a  mar- 
ginal note  {&). 

In 

(i)  Anorderofthcprivy-counctlfbcriie  rcftraititof  the 
fiumber  of  playhoufes.  [From  the  council -rcgifter  of  the 
aid  of  June  1600,] 

"  Whereas  divers  complaints  have  been  heretofore 
made  unto  the  Lords  and  others  of  her  Majefty's  priTj'- 
council,  of  the  manifold  abufes  and  dilbrdcrs  that  have  growp 
and  do  continue  by  occafion  of  niMiiy  houfes,  erefled,  ai)d 
employed  in,  and  ahnul,  the  city  of  London,  for  common 
ftage  plays :  And  row  very  lately  by  reafod  of  fome  com- 
plaints exhibited  by  fundry  pcrfons  againft  the  building  of  the 
like  houfe  in  or  near  Golding'lanc,  by  one  Edward  AUea, 
a  fcrvaiu  of  tlie  right  hofible  the  Lord  Admiral,  the  matter 
as  well  in  generally  touching  all  the  fald  houfes  for  flage 
plays,  and  th^  ufe  of  playing,  as  in  particular,  concerning  the 
faid  houfe  now  in  hand  to  be  built  in  or  near  (rolding-lanc, 
hath  been  brought  into  queflion  and  confultation  among 
their  Lordlbips.  Forafmuch  as  it  is  manifeftly  known,  and 
granted  that  the  multitude  of  the  f^id  houfes,  and  the  mif- 
government  of  them,  hath  been  and  is  daily  occafion,  of  the 
idle,  riotous,  and  diffolute  living  of  gieat  numbers  of  pe<^e, 
that  leaving  all  fucb  hooell  and  painful  courfe  of  life  as  they 
fliould  follow,  do  meet  fnd  aflemblc  there,  and  of  many  par- 
ticular abufes  and*  diforders  that  do  thereupon  enfi^c.  A^d 
jret  neverthelefs  it  is  eonfidered  that  the  ufe  and  exercife  t^ 
fudi  plays  [not  being  evil  in  itfjlf  J  may  wjth  a  good  order 
and  moderation,  be  fujFered  in  a  well-governed  flate  :  A(ld 
that  her  M^efty  being  pleafcd  fqfnctimes  to  take  delight 
and  recreation  in  the  fight  and  heating  of  them,  fome  orijer 
}^  fit  to  be  taken,  for  the  allowance  and  maintenance  of  fuch 
petfood 
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In  this  theatrical  eAi&  of  the  privy-council, 
we   fee  the  wildom  of  Elizabeth's  minifters. 

They 

pcrfoni  as  artr  ihought  mceisft  in  that  kinJ  to  yk-lJ  her  Ma- 
jedy  ri-creation  and  delight,  and  confequentl)'  of  the  houfes 
that  muR  ferve  for  publick  playing  to  keep  them  in  excrcife. 
To  the  end  tSercfbre  that  both  the  great  abufcs  ot  the  plaj-s 
and  phyiiig'houles  may  be  retJretTcd^  and  yet  the  aforcfaitj 
u(e  iuid  mmJ oration  of  thein  retained ;  The  honh  and  the 
n:ft  of  her  M^ijclly's  privy 'Counci!,  with  one  and  full  coii- 
fcnt  have  ordered  in  manner  and  fbrm  as  foil  owe  th: — 

Firft — 7  hat  there  fliall  be  about  the  city  two  houfcs  aiijj 
no  naore,  allowed  to  feryc  for  the  ufe  of  the  common  fl^gc 
plays  ;  of  the  which  houfes,  one  fiiall  be  in  Surrey,  in  thj^ 
place  which  is  commoiJy  called  tht  Bankjidi  or  therejibcuts, 
and  the  other  in  Middlcfax.— i^nd  for  as  inuch  a,s  th^jf 
Lordfliips  have  been  informed  by  Edmund  Tilney  Efq'.  her 
Majefly's  fervant,  and  Mafter  of  the  Revets,  that  the  houfc 
now  in  hand  to  be  built  by  the  fiiid  Edward  Alleii,  is  not 
intended  to  increafe  the  number  of  the  ptayhoules  but  to  |)f 
inftead  of  another  (namely  the  Curtain)  which  is  eithe^.to 
be  mined,  ani  plucked  d:iwn,  or  to  be  put  to  fome  other 
^ood  uf:;,  as  alfo  that  the  fituation  thereof  is  meet  ajid  con- 
vcnicnt  for  that  purpofe  ;  It  Is  like-.vif;  ordered,  that  the 
(aid  houfe  cf  Allen  ftjal!  be  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  two 
houfes,  ^and  namely  for  the  houf.-  to  be  allowed  in  MlddlerL'X 
for  the  company  of  players  belorging  to  the  Lord  AdmirJ, 
fo  as  the  houfe  called  the  Curtain  be  (as  it  is  pretended) 
either  ruinated,  or  applied  to  fome  other  good  ufe.  And  for 
the  other  houfe  to  be  allowed  on  Smrey  fide^  whereas  their 
X^rdfliips  are  picafcd  to  permit,  to  the  company  of  players, 
that  fhaU  pLy  there,  to  make  their  own  choice,  which  cScy 
will  have,  of  divers  houfes  that  are  there,  choofmg  one  of 
them  and  no  more.  And  the  f.iid  company  of  players,  being 
D  d  4  the 
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They  allowfed  the  ufe  of  theatres,  but  endea- 
voured, by  corrective  regulations,  to  prevent 
the  abufes -oi  them  j    acknowledging,  in  the 

the  fervants  of  the  Lord  Chamberhin  that  are  to  play  thercj 
have  made  choice,  of  the  houfe  called  The  Globe;  it  is 
-  ordcr^,  that  the  faid  houfe  and  none  other  fhall  be  there 
allowed :  And  efpecially  it  is  forbidden  that  any  ftage  plan's 
Ihall  be  played  (as  fometimes  they  have  been)  '"  ^iiy  com-  ^ 
jnon  inn  for  publick  affeqibiy  in  or  near  about  the  city.      '   - 

Secotully — ForafniKch  as  thefe  {Vai^c  plaj-s,  by  0)e  multitude 
of  hoqfes  and  company  of  pUyers  have  been  (b  fi^ucnt 
not  ferving  for  recr»tion,  but  inviting  and  catling  the  pro* 
'pie  daily  from  their  trade  and  work  to  mifpcnd  thrir  time, 
It  is  lifecwife  ordered,  that  the  two  feveral  companies  uf 
players  affigned  unto  the  two  houfcs  allowed,  niay  pby  each 
pf  them  in  their  feveral  hot^  twice  a  week,  and  lio  oftencr ; 
and  efpecjally  they  ffaa]!  refrain  to  play  on  the  Sabbatb-d^, 
upon  pain  of  imprifonment  and  further  penalty :  And  that 
they  ftiall  forbear  altogether  in  the  time  of  Lent,  and  like- 
wife  at  fuch  time  and  times  as  any  extraordinary  fickncft 
or  infedlon.of  difeafe  ftjali  appear  to  be  in  or  about  the  city. 

Thirdiyr-Becaufe  the  orders  will  be  of  little  force  and  effed 
ttnlefs  they  be  duly  put  in  execution,  by  thofe  unto  whom  it 
^pcrtaineih  to  fee  them  executed :  It  is  ordered  that  ieveral 
copies  of  thefe  orders  (hall  be  fcnt  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Lrf)ndon,  and  to  the  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  counties  of 
Middlcfex,  and  Surrey,  and  that  Ittters  Ihall  be  written  unto 
tiiem  from  their  Lordlhips,  ftriitly  charging  them  to  fee  to 
the  execution  of  the  fame,  as  well  by  committing  to  prilbn 
any  owners  of  playhoufes,  and  players,  as  (hall  difobey  and 
rcfift  thefe  orderis  as  by  any  other  good  and  lawftil  means 
jhat,  in  their  difcrction  they  (hall  (ind  expedient, and  to  cer- 
tify their  Lordrhips  from  time  to  time  as  they  ftiall  fee  caufe 
of  their  proceedings  herein." 

language 
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language  of  John  Taylor,  the  watcr-poct : 

**  For,  plaj-s  are  good,  or  bad,  as  the/  are  u%'i  -, 
^  And,  beiV  invcncioiu  often  are  abus'd." 
For  all  the  ialutary  purpofes  .of  lonefi  recna* 
tion^  they  deemed  two  playhoufes,fufficient  % 
one  in  Middlcfex,  which  was  to  be  The  For* 
tune  i  and  one  in  Surrey,  to  be  7be  Ghbe  : 
And,  forefeeing  that  thofe  regulations  wouI4 
be  of  little  efftd,  without  enforcement,  either 
for  enjoying  the  ufe,  or  correiSing  the  abufe, 
of  many  playhoufes,  the  privy-council  wrote 
letters  from  Greenwich,  on  the  22d  of  June 
1 600,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  to 
the  juilices  of  Middlefex,  and  of  Surrey  j 
urging  them,  by  every  proper  motive,  to 
carry  thofe  wife  regulations  into  effeftual  exe- 
cution {/)■  Owing  to  whatever  caufe,  whe- 
ther want  of  authority,  in  the  magiftrates,  or 
want  of  inclination  iii  the  men,  thefe  orders 
of  the  privy-council  were  not  executed.  The 
diforders  of  the  playhoofes  rather  increafcd, 
than  dimlniflied.  The  mayor,  and  aldennea 
of  London,  felt  the  grievance,  without  being 
able  to  apply  the  remedy :  For,  they  vrere 
neither  urged,  by  the  clamour  of  the  multi- 
tude, nor  fupported,  by  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  who  npw  relifhed  theatrical  amufementB,, 

(>)  Coundl'iegifler  of  the  aad  June  i6Q0i 
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as  they  Avere  better  accommodated,  in  the 
many  new  playhoufes,  and  better  gratified  by 
the  reprefcntation  of  Shakfpeare's  dramas. 
The  privy-council  did  not  fo  much  partak; 
of  the  fcenic  enthufufin  of  the  people,  as 
they  viewed  the  popular  cencourfe  to  fccnic 
leprefentations,  in  the  light  of  a  political 
diforder;  which,  having  increafed  under  re- 
ftraint,  required  coric<5tion,  rather  than  coun- 
tenance. In  this  fpirit,  they  wrote  a  ftronger 
)ctter  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  aldermen,  of 
London,  on  the  31ft  of  December  1601  j 
reprehending  pail  negledts,  and  requiring  fu- 
ture compliance  with  the  former  orders  {^V 

The 

(/)  The  following  is  a  tranfcript  of  the  letter  to  the  I^rd 
Mayor  and  aldermen,  from  the  council -regifter  of  the  31ft 
of  December  t6oi : 

«  We  have  received  a  letter  from  you,  renewing! 
ccimplaLnt  of  the  great  abul'e  and  difuider  within  and  abotfi 
the  ci(y  of  Ix>[idon,  by  reafun  of  the  multtuilc  of  pbyhourc!-, 
anil  the  inordinate  refoit  and  concourfe  of  dilTolute  and  idle 
people  daily  unto  publicic  flage  plays ;  for  th:  which  in- 
fin-maiion,  as  wee  do  commend  your  LordAiip  beciiule  it 
bctokeiieth  your  care  and  delire  to  reform  the  diforders  of 
the  city ;  So  wee  mull  let  you  know,  that  we  did  much  ra- 
ther expc^  to  undcrlland  that  our  order  (fet  down  and  pre- 
fcribed  about  a  year  and  a  half  fince  for  reformation  of  the 
£iid  diforders  Upon  the  lilcc  complaint  at  that  time)  had  bcoi 
duly  executed,  than  to  find  the  lame  diforders  and  abufes  fa 
inuch  incicafed  as  ihey  are.  The  blaiae  whereof,  as  we 
cannot 
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The  privy- council,  on  the  fame  day,  wrote, 
with  a  fharper  pen,  to  the  juftices  of  Middlc- 
fex,  and  Surrey,  letters  of  reproof,  rather  than 
dirciftiQns,  in  thefe  energetic  terms :  "  It  ig 
in  vain  for  us  to   take   knowledge  of  great 

cannot  but  impute  in  great  part  to  the  junices  of  the  peace 
or  Tome  of  them  in  the  counties  of  Middlefex,  and  Surrej* 
who  hod  fpeciol  direction  and  charge  from  us  to  fee  our  Wii 
order  executed,  for  the  confides  of  the  city,  wherein  the 
TOoft  part  of  thofe  playhoufss  are  (ituace :  So  wee  do  wilh 
that  it  might  appear  unto  us,  tlut  any  tiitag  haib  been  ct)- 
dcavourcd  by  the  predeceiTor  of  you  the  Lord  Mayor,  and 
by  you  the  aldermen,  for  the  rcdrcfs  of  the  faid  enormities, 
and  for  obfervation  and  execution  of  our  foid  order  within  the 
city :  We  do  thcrelbre  once  again  rericw  hereby  our  di- 
redlion  unto'you,  (as  we  have  done  by  our  letters  to  the 
juflices  of  Middklex,  and  Surrey)  concerning  the  obrervation 
of  our  former  order,  which  wee  do  pray  and  require  you  to 
cauf^;  duly  and  diligently  to  be  put  in  execution  for  all  points 
thereof,  and  efpecially  for  the  exprels  and  ftreight  prohi- 
bition c^  any  mote  playhoufes,  than  thofe  two  that  are  men- 
tioned and  allowed  in  the  faid  order :  Charging  and  IVraitly 
commanding  all  fuch  pcrfons  as  are  the  owners  ol  any  the 
houfes  ufcd  for  ftage  plays  within  the  city,  not  to  permit 
any  more  public  plays  to  be  ufed,  exercifed,  or  fliowcd  from 
henceforth  in  their  faid  hcufes :  and  to  take  bonds  of  them 
(if  you  fball  find  it  needful}  for  the  performance  thereof,  or 
if  they  ibaJl  rcfufe  to  enter  into  bonds,  or  to  obferve  our 
(aid  order,  then  to  commit  tht.-m  to  ptifon,  untill  they  fhalj 
conform  thenifdwes  thereunto:  And  fo  praying  you,  as 
yourfelf  do  make  the  compbijit,  and  find  the  enormity,  fo  to 
wply  your  befl  endeavour  to  the  remedy  of  the  abufe." 

abufes, 
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abuies,  and  to  give  order  for  redrefs»  if  oor 
directions  £nd  no  beUcr  execution,  than  k 
^eemeth  they  do  ;  and  we  mutl  needs  impute 
the  blame  thereof  to  you,  the  juliices  of  peace, 
that  are  put  in  trull:  to  fee  thcni  performed ; 
whereof  we  ni?.y  give  you  a  plain  inftance  ia 
the  great  abiife  continued,  or  rather  increafed, 
in  the  multitude  of  playhoufes,  and  ftage  plays, 
in,  and  about,  the  city  of  London  (^)."' 

In  tlwfe  proceedings,  for  reftraiuing  the 
nomber  of  playhoufes,  and  checking  the  po^ 
pular  concourfe  to  fcenic  entertainments,  a 
difcerning  eye  inay  perceive,  that  ft^e  pUys, 
rather  than  th^  £ng)ilh  ilage  in  general  had 
rifen  to  great>  though  not  to  the  greateft 
fpkndour.  At  the  demife  of  Elizabeth,  Shak- 
fpeare  had  produced  two  and  twenty  of  his 
inunprtat  dramas.  The  coinmilllon„  which 
Elizabeth  eflablilhed,  in  1589,  for  revifing 
plavs,  before  Sbakfpeare's  appearance,  as  a  dra- 
matic, had  sin  obvious  tendency  to  form  the 
chaility  of  his  mufe  ;  as  the  chaility  of  Shak- 
Ipearc's  mufe  had  the  fame  tendency  tp  reform 
the  popular  tafte.  To  this  pure  fourcc  of  re- 
fineinent»  and  of  pleafure,  we  may  (race  the 
popular  pailion  for  theatrical  reprefen  rations, 
which  the  minivers  of  Elisabeth  regarded  as 

{i)  Council-regiftcr  of  that  date. 

I  a  difordcr. 
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a  diforder,  requiring  neceflary  rcfonn.  The 
concourfc  of  the  people  to  the  pUyhoufe 
enabled  the  managers  of  them,  firft,  to  fumiih 
iimple  accommodation,  then  to  ghre  greater 
convenience,  and  iaftly,  to  fuperadd  orna- 
mental fplcndour:  This  progrefs  of  improve- 
ment, we  may  remark,  drew  ftill  more  the 
popular  rcfort ;  while  more  ample  recompenie 
iiipplied  the  means  of  higher  gratification  tt» 
the  muhiiudes,  who,  at  the  demifc  of  Eliza- 
beth, found  in  theatrical  reprelentations  their 
greateft  amufement. 

Such  are  the  various  views,  which  thofc  new 
notices  give  of  the  ftage,  in  England,  at  every 
ftep  of  its  progrefs.  As  Scotland  was  inha- 
bited, during  every  period,  by  people  of  the 
fame  lineage,  its  laws,  its  cudoms,  and  its 
amufements,  were,  in  every  age,  nearly  alike. 
When  the  warlike  fports  of  tlie  field  were 
fafliionable  among  the  valorous  people  of 
England,  tournaments,  and  other  martial 
paftimcs,  were  the  delight  of  the  hardy  inha- 
bitants of  Scotland  (/).  When  London  had  its 
abbot   of  mijrukt    Edinburgh    bad   its   ahboi 

(/)  Arnot's  Ediir.  71  :  William  the  Lion,  who  died  in 
1212,  gave  to  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  a  valley,  on^e 
road  to  Lcith,  fbrthe  fpecial  purpofe  of  holding  tournainnus 
and  other  manly  feats  of  arms. 

of 
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of  (ot)  unreajbn  -,  when  the  citizens  of  London 
amuied  thcmfelves  with  the  fcftive  feats  of 
Robin  Hood,  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  di- 
verted thetnfelves  with  the  manly  cxercifcs  of 
Robert  (»)  Htuie ;  and  while  the  youth  of 
London  rofe  in  tumult,  when  their  fports 
were  reftraincd,  the  {o)  bairns  of  Edinburgh 
ran  into  infurreftion,  when  an  attempt  was 
made,  at  the  xra  of  the  Reformation,  to 
fupprefs  the  game  of  Robin  Hood.  In  Scot- 
land, the  drama  held  the  fame  courfe,  as  in 
England,  from  rudenefs  to  refinement  j  be- 
ginning yN\t\i  fcriptural [p)  MysrERiES;  im-. 
proving  with  mokalities;  z\\A  Jinijhing  off 
with  monarcbicke  tragedies  (y).    - 

(m)  Amot's  Edin-.  77.  In  1555,-  the  parliament  of 
Scotland  palTcd  an  act  "  Ancntis  RobL-rt  Hude  atij  Abbot 
•*  of  Un-  reaibn  i"  whereby  it  was  ordained,  •'  that  in  aJl 
«  times  cummyng,  na  mancr  of  perfoii  be  choren  Robrrt 
**  Hude,  nor  Little  John,  Abbot  ol'  Unrcafon,  Q^ieenis  of 
"  May,  nor  othcrwift;,  uouther  in  burgh,  nor  to  Landwart," 
^Skencs  Afles,  1597,  P-  '5°']  Thofe  fports  of  the  fielJ 
were  furely  very  harmltf*,  perhaps  falutary  :  But,  tbeJWJ- 
ralitUsf  which,  at  that  very  epoch,  were  iet  forth  by  SirUavrd 
Lyiidlbyj  were  certainly  in  the  highell  degree  obfcenc,  iit 
^eir  reprefciitation,  and  immora],  in  their  tendency. 
(,)  R 

(c)  Let  no  minute  commentator  rcmztk  the  Seoitidfm  ol 
tiiat  good  old  Englijh  word,  which  is  Ibmetimcs  ufed  fcy 
Shakfpeare,  and  B;ii  Johnfon. 

(/■)  ib.  75.  (?)  Lord  Stirling's  Works. 

It 
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It  was  not  at  Edinburgh  alone,  that  the 
Abbot  ofUnreafon  praiSifcd  his  rujiick  revelry. 
At  Aberdeen,  a  city,  noted  in  every  age  for 
hilarity,  they  had  in  very  early  times,  an  Ab- 
bot of  (r)  Bonne-Acorde,  who  gratified  the 
citizens  with  a  play ;  a  fcriptural  play,  or 
myfiery  (j)-  About  a  century  after  the  aiSing 
of  the  myfiery  of  the  Haliblude  on  the  Wynd~ 
myllhiUt  at  Aberdeen,  Sir  David  Lyndfay  ex- 
hibited his  moralities  upon  the  Caftlehill,  near 
Cowpar-in-Fifc.     The  farcafm  of  the  fatirift 

(r)  "  1445  April  the  30[h:  The  council  and  many  of 
"  the  gild- brethren  for  letting  and^cwAiwj  of  divers  enor- 
**  milies  done  in  time  iiygone  by  the  allots  of  the  hurgb 
*■  called  of  btni  acardt  [propofed]  that  in  tinic  coming  diey 
"  will  giue  no  fees  xo  no  fuch  abbots ;  and  itx  this  inftant 
"  year  they  will  bauc  no  fuch  abbot,  but  that  the  alderman 
"  for  the  time  and  anybaillie  he  chuTes  to  take  with  (join  til) 
**  him  to  fupplyth^t  fiaute  (want)."  [MS.  extrafb  from  the 
city  records  of  Aberdeen.]  The  Abbot  of  Bonne  Aeardt 
was,  however,  ib  agreeable  to  the  people,  tliat  he  continued 
long  after  to  gratify  them  yearly  with  public  fporCs:  And,  the 
fees,  which  were  objeiftcd  to,  in  i445>  were  afterwards  fet- 
tled at  ten  tntrksjH  yeir.  [City  records,  7th  AuguA  i486.] 

(t)  On  the  22d  of  O^ober  1445,  Thomas  Lawfon  was 
received,  as  3  burgefe  of  Aberdeen,  a  privile^j--,  which  was 
lately  granted  him,  when  he  was  abbot  of  bonne  acorde,  for 
his  expences  laid  out  by  him  in  a  certain  play  [ludo  j  4f  h 
heiibludt  apud  ly  JVyndnyU  bilL  [MS.  extra£h  from  the 
city  records,  which  were  written,  in  thofc  times^  partly  in 
low  Latin^  and  partly  in  Norman  French.] 

was 
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\ras  chiefly  levelled  at  the  prtlats,  the  mtmks, 
and  the  »»»/» who  were  exhibited,  as  extremely 
worthlefs :  But,  what  muft  have  been  the 
coarrene^  of  the  barons,  the  dames,  and  the 
monarch,  who  could  hear  fuch  ribaldry,  with- 
out indication,  and  fee  fuch  oblcencne{s> 
without  a  bluih  (/). 

A  reformation  was,  however,  at  hand,  which 
is  iaid  to  have  been  brought  forward,  full  as 
much  by  the  moralttiet  of  Lindlay,  as  by  the 
Jermons  of  Knox.  The  Church  of  Scotland, 
as  it  adopted  its  fundamental  principles,  from 
the  religious  praSices  of  Geneva,  at  the  fame 
time  alfumed  its  enmity  to  dramatic  exhibi- 
tions. It  is,  neverthclefs,  certain,  that  a 
company  of  players  performed  at  Perth,  in 

(f }  It  appears  frocn  Lcland's  Collcflanca,  vol.  ir.  p.  300* 
as  Mr.  Malonc  has  indeed  remarked,  that  when  the  marriage 
of  James  the  ivih  with  Margaret,  the  elileft  daughter  of 
Henry  the  viith,  was  celebrated  at  Edinhui^h,  in  1503, 
"  after  dynnar  a  moraiitlt  wns  played  by  the  laid  Matter 
"  IngliOie  and  hys  compsnyons,  in  the  prefence  of  the  King 
"  and  Qwcne,  and  then  daunccs  were  daunced."  Yet,  the 
hiftotian  of  the  ftage  feems  not  to  have  adverted,  that  Mafler 
Inglifhe,  and  his  companyons,  witbmeiiftrelIsormufick,ac- 
conipanicd  Margaret  from  Wyndfor-cafile  to  Hdyrood- 
houfe.  [lb.  267-280-289.]  1  have,  however}  Ihowa  from 
the  evidence  of  records,  the  ex^ttence  of  llmilar  plajrs,  in 
Scoland,  upwards  of  half  a  century  before  (hitt  memorable 
epoch. 

June 
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June  1589. '  In  dbcdicnce>  indeed,  to  the  aA 
of  the  aiTembly^  which  had  been  made,  in 
(")  '575*  '^^y  app]ic(i  to  the  confiilory  of  the 
church,  for  a  licence  j  (hewing  a  copy  oi  theur 
pky  :  And,  they  were*  accordingly,  permit- 
ted to  aft  the  play,  on  condition,  howeveri 
•*  that  no  fwcaring,  banning,  nor  any  fcur- 
**  rility  fliall  be  fpoken*  which  would  be  a 
*'  icandal  to  religion,  and  an  evil  example  to 
"  others  (v)*"  Thus,  it  appears,  that  the 
church  of  Scotland  adopted  analogous  mea- 

(u]  "  B^  the  Qenenl  Aflembly  begiin  aixl  halden  at 
"  Edinburgh  the  ^th  day  of  March  1374; 

"  Itisthoucht  meitandconcludit  jat  ni  clerk  pla]res,c6- 
*■  medics  or  tragcilicS  be  maid  ofyc  cannonicaU  Scripturw 
"  alfvrcil  new  as  auld  on  Sabboth  day  nor  warlc  day  in  rime 
c  Coming.  The  contravenarS  hereof  (if  they  be  minifters] 
"  to  be  fecludit  fra  f  fiiiiaion  ahd  if  they  be  udietis  to-be 
**  puiuJhit  be  ye  difcipUne  of  ye  kirk ;  and  ordainS  in  article 
*(  to  be  given  in  to  fick  as  fttts  upon  y<  policie  yat  for  uthef 
**  playes  comedies  tragedies  and  utheris  ptofiiiae  playca  as 
"  sve  not  maid  upon  authenilclc  pairtes  of  y*  Scriptures, 
"  nuy  be  conliderit  before  they  be  exponit  pUblifilie  and 
«  yat  they  be  not  played  upon  ye  Sabboth  dayes."  [Froth 
the  M3.  «  Buik  of  the  Uiiiverfai  Kirk  of  Scotland  quhairih 
"  yc  heide«  and  conclurioiiea  devyAt  be  the  minifters  and 
**  commilEoners  of  the  particular  kirks  thairof  tre  fpecially 
**  exprefilt  and  containit."} 

<tf)  An  Account  of  Fertbj  1796,  p;  40,  by  die  Rev,  Mri 
Scott,  who  quotes  the  old  records  /oi  the  &61s. 

£  e  Aires 
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fiires  to  the  judicious  reguktions  of  the  wife 
minidefs  of  England,  at  the  fame  epoch;  bj 
allowing  the  ufe,  but  preventing  the  abufe  of 
dramatic  exhibitions.  As  a  fcholar,  and  a 
poet,  King  James  admired  the  drama.  And, 
Jome  Englijh  comedians  coming  to  Edinburgh, 
in  1 599,  he  gave  them  a  liccnfc  to  ad,  though 
he  thereby  offended  the  ecckfi^kst  who 
wanted  not  fpch  provocation  to  diAurb  his 
■government  (w). 

(tv)  Archbiihop  Spottifwood  gives  the  following  account  of 
that  tTEinfa^lion :"  In  the  end  of  the  year  [1599]  happened  feme 
"  newjarsbetwixt  the  King  and  the  miniftcrstrf"Ediiiburgh.i 
"  becaufe  of  a  company  of  Engllfh  comedians,  whom  the 
"  King  had  licenfed  to  play  within  the  burgh.  The  minit 
"  ters  being  offended  with  the  liberty  given  them,  did  ex<- 
*'  claim  in  their  fermons  againft  ftage-players,  their  untuli- 
"  ncfsand  immodefl  behaviour;  and  in  their  felSons  made 
"  an  aiS,  frahlb'it'mg  peapU  to  refirt  unio  their  plays,  uniUr  paiw 
'  "  «/"  the  church  cenfures.  The  King,  talcing  this  to  be  a 
"  difcbarge  of  bis  liccnfc,  called  the  felons  before  the  coua- 
"  cil,  and  ordained  them  to  annul  their  aSt,  and  not  to  re* 
"  {train  the  people  from  going  to  thefc  comedies  :  Which 
"  they  promifcd,  and  accordingly  performed  i  whereof  pub- 
"  lication  was  made  (he  <Iay  afier,  and  all  that  plcafod  per- 
*'  nutted  to  repair  unto  tlje  fame,  to  the  great  ofitrnce  of  the 
_"  minifters."  [Hiftory  of  theChurch  of  Scotland,  p. +S7-J 
In  this  account,  tliere  feem  to  be  implied  two  points;  that 
King  James  did  not  fend  for  the  Englifb  comedians;  and 
that  there  was  not  any  company  oT  Soottiflt  cotncdiaos,  in 
Scotland,  during  his  rcTgn.         

yet. 
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Yet.  plays  and  players  may  be  conftdefed, 
z&^gbtlefs  fubfianceu  in  Scotland,  during  that 
age.  Nor,  has  diligence  been  able  to  £hdw  in 
the  Scottifh  literature,  any  thing  like  a  comc- 
dje,  hiftorie,  or  tragedie,  from  the  revival  of* 
learning,  to  the  acceffion  of  King  James.  The 
fiurrilities  of  Lyndfay  can  no  more  be  confi- 
dered  as  legitimate  di^mas^  than  the  fcurrit 
jefts  of  Skelton,  "  a  ftiarpe  fatirift,  indeed," 
:&ys  Puttenham,  "  but  with  more  rayliilg  aod 
"  fcoffery  than  became  a  poet  laureat  {x)." 
partus,  which,  when  orginally  printed,  in 
1603,  was  entitled,  "  Ane  vcrie  excellent,  aod 
"delcdlabillTrffl/^,"  was  called  afo/»^«//V, when 
it  was  republiihed,  in  1612.  The  marriage  of 
Pbilotusi  as  we  fee  it,  in  this  rhapfodical  col- 
hquy,  can  fcarce  be  called  a  wedding  mannerly 
tmdefi:  Nor,  ought  we  to  be  furprifed,  that 
the  church  of  Scotland  preferred  ajad  fanerat 
feaft  to  the  coarfe,  and  immodeil  dialoguesj 
which  were  prefented  on  the  playfield  to  an 
unenlightened  people*  But,  Lord  Stirling 
was  now  weaving  warp,  and  Weaving  inooft  the 
•winding-Jheet  of  obfcene  plays :  And,  the  mo- 
narcbicke  tragedies^  which  mull  be  allowed  to 
have  fentiments  that  fparkle,  though  no  wwdt 

(»)  TheAneofEi^ifliPoefi^i589,p.50. 

£  c  2  that 
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thit  burn,  were  entitled  to  the  honour  of 
James's  acceptance,  and  to  the  higher  ho- 
nour of  Shakfpeare's  adoption. 

The  hiftoriaft  of  the  Englifh  ftage  has  apt- 
ly divided  his  fubjedl  into  three  periods: 
The  frft,  from  the  origin  of  dramatic  enter- 
tainments, to  the  appearance  of  Shakfpeare's 
dramas;  ths  fecondt  during  the  illumination 
of  the  fcene,  by  the  fun  of  Shakfpeare  j  and 
the  third,  from  the  time,  that  this  great  lumi- 
nary ceafed  to  give  light,  and  heat,  and  ani- 
mation to  the  theatric  world.  Of  the  firft  of 
-thofe  periods,  much  has  already  been  faid; 
of  the  fecpnd,  fomething  remains  to  be  added; 
and  of  the  lad,  little  need  be  remarked :  It 
has  been  my  conftant  endeavour,  as  it  will  be 
my  fubfequent  pradice,  to  add  the  new  to  the 
old,  rather  than  to  make  the  old  feem  new. 

The  demife  of  Elizabeth  gave  a  different 
order  to  the  feveral  parts  of  our  theatrical  ar- 
rangements. King  James  is  faid  "  to  have 
"  patronized  the  ftagc  with  as  much  warmth, 
"  as  his  predeceflbr:"  But,  after  all  the  in- 
quiries, which  have  been  hitherto  made,  it 
has  remained  unknown,  that  a  kind  of  theatric 
revolution  took  pace,  on  the  arrival  of  James 
from  Scotland.  While  he  was  beftowing 
grace  on  every  rank,  he  ihowed  particular  h- 

'■  '.  VOUf 
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Tour  to  the  a£lors{y)  :  He  accepted  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  fervants,  as  his  oivnj  the  Queen 
retained  the  Earl  of  Worcefter's  fervants,  as 
her's ;  and  Prince  Henry  took  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham's  players,  for  his  dramatic  fer- 
vants. King  James  arrived,  at  the  Charter- 
houfe,  London,  on  the-  7th  of  May  1603  ; 
which  may  be  deemed  the  epoch  of  that  revo- 
lution. On  the  19th  of  May  he  granted  the, 
Ucenfe,  which  was  firft  publifhed  by  Rymer,  in 
1705,  to  his  fervants,  Laurence  Fletcher, 
William  Shakfpeare,  Richard  Bprfeadge,  Aur 
guftinc  Phillipes,  John  Hemings,  Henrie  CoHt- 
del,  William  Slye,  Robert  Armin,  and  their 
aflbciates,  "  freely  to  exercife  the  faculty  of 
**  playing  comedies,  tragedies,  hiftories,  in- 
"  terludcs,  morals,  paftorals,  ftage  plaies,  as 

(y)  There  is  the  following  paffage  in  Gilbert  Dvgdal^'9 
Time  Triumphant^  which  was  printed  by  R.  B.  [RabcrC 
Barker]  in  1604,  fign'.  B ;— "  Nay ;  Tee  the  bounty  of  our 
**  all  kind  Ibvtraigne ;  not  only  to  the  inditterent  of  worth, 
"  and  the  worthy  (J  honour,  did  He  freely  tienl  about  thefe 
"  caufes :  But,  to  the  mean  gave  grace }  as  taking  to  tunk- 
'*  felf  the  late  Lord  Chamberlain's  fervaius,  now  the  King's 
«  aStri  J  the  Queen,  taking  to  her  the  Earl  of  TVarfter'i 
«  lervants,  tlut  are  now  \ki  a^ert;  and  the  Prince,  riieir 
**  fmru  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  hJI  of  hope,  took  to  him 
^  ±e  Earl  of  Nottii^ham  his  fervants,  who  are  now  his  ac' 
*'  ten;  fo  that  of  Lord's  fervants,  they  are  now  the  fervants 
**  of  the  King,  Queen,  and  Prince." 

p  e  3  «  weU 
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"  well  within  their  now  ii/ual  houfe,  called 
**  the  Giobe,  as  within  any  convenient  places, 
"  in  any  city,  and  univcrfilie,  within  his 
**  kingdoms,  and  dominions."  Ample,  and 
favourable,  as  this  liccnfe  was  to  tboji  Jer- 
vants,  it  did  not  give  them  any  exclufivc  pri- 
vilege, vchich  could  prevent  the  aflors  of  the 
Queen,  or  the  fcrvants  of  the  Prince,  frwn 
ading  iimilar  plays,  within  his  realms;  though 
they' were  thus  diftinguilhed  by  the  royal  li- 
cenfe.  Of  fuch  players,  who  were  fUII  mwc 
diilinguifhed,  as  the  original  aftors  of  Shak- 
fpearc's  charafters,  it  may  gratify  curiofity,  to 
know  a  little  more  of  the  life,  and  end. 

LAURENCE  FLETCHER 

Of  this  perfonage,  who  now  appeared,  at 
the  head  of  the  King's  fcrvants,  in  the  r(^al 
licenfe  of  1603,  Mr.  Malone,  the  hiftorian  of 
our  ftage,  has  faid  nothing,  Fletcher  was, 
probably,  of  St.  Saviour's  Southwark,  where 
fcveral  families  of  the  name  of  Fletcher 
dwelt,  as  appears  from  the  parish  regiftcr. 
He  was  placed  before  Shakfpeare,  and  Richard 
Btirbadge,  in  King  James's  licenfe,  as  much 
perhaps  by  accident,  as  by  dcHgn.  A<iguf- 
tine  Phillips,  when  he  made  his  will,  in  May 
1605,  bequeathed  tp  his  fellow t  Laurence 
M  Fletcher, 
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Fletcher,  twenty  fliiUings.  And,  this  fellow 
of  FhillipE,  aod  of  Shakfpeare,  was  buried  in 
St.  Saviour's  church,  on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember 1608  (jz).  It  does  not  appear,  that 
he  ever  publifhed  any  work,  eitlier  in  profc, 
or  vcrfe. 

WILLIAM  SHAKSPEARE.— 

The  great  oijtHnes  of  the  life  of  this  il- 
luftrious  dramatifl  are  fufiiciently  knowq. 
He  was  born  on  the  23d  of  April  1564; 
and  died,  where  he  was  born,  on  the  23d 
of  April  i6i6.  Early  in  life,  before  he  could 
have  acquired  any  profeflicn,  he  became  a 
hulband,  and  a  fiither.  Whether  he  ever  re- 
moved his  family  to  London  is  uncertain  [a). 

At 

(a)  The  parifli-regifler  records  that  event  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  •*  1608,  September  12"'  [was  buried]  Lau- 
*•  rence  Fletcher,  a  man,  in  thechurch."  I  could  nut  find, 
in  the  prerogative-office,  either  a  will  of  the  deceafcd,  or 
any  adminidration  to  his  eQate, 

{a)  Aabrey  has  piderved  a  tradition,  which  is  extremdiy 
probable,  that  Shakfpeare  ufed  to  travel,  <»ce  a  year,  troa 
Stratford  to  London,  and  from  London  to  Stratford :  If 
this  tradition  be  admitted,  as  a  fa^,  it  would  prove,  widi 
fin>ng  convi^ion,  that  he  had  his  family  at  Stratford,  and 
hitbufinefB  in  London.  If  documents  be  produced  topn>v^ 
that  mt  Shakfpeare,  a  player,  reiided  in  St.  Saviour's  panib^ 
Soijthwaric,  at  the  end  of  ibe  fixte^ntb,  or  the  beginning  «f 
the  feventeenth,  century,  this  evidence  will  not  be  condp£vc 
E^ «  4  proof 
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At  what  time  he  firft  vifited  London  is  ftill 
more  "uncertain.  He  certainly  rofc  to-  ex- 
cellence, as  a  player,  before  the  year  1591  : 
And,  he  -  began  to  produce  thofe  dramas, 
which  have  eternized  His  name,  about  the 
year  1591.  He  was  celebrated,  as  a  poet, 
in  1594:  He  became  greatly  diftinguilhed, 
as  a  dramatift,  before  the  demife  of  Elizabeth. 
He  was  adopted  as  one  of  the  theatrical  fer- 
vants  of  King  James :  And  he  was  placed  the 
fecond,  in  the  liil  of  thofe  players,  who  were 
Ipecificd  in  the  royal  licenfe  pf  1603.    In 

proof  of  the  fettled  rcfidence  of  Shakfpearc :  Forj  it  u  a 
f^i  as  aeWf  as  it  is  curious,  that  his  brother  Edmond,  wfaq 
was  baptized  on  the  ^d  of  May  1 580,  became  zphyer  at  tbt 
Clehe;  lived  in  St.  Saviour's;  and  was  buried  in  tht  church 
of  that  parifl) :  the  entry  in  the  regilVer  being  ^tbout  % 
blurj  "  1607  December  31,  [was buried]  Edmond  Sbakt- 
«  Jpeare^  »  fiayer^  in  the  church  j"  there  can  be  no  difpute 
about  the  date,  or  the  name,  or  the  prefepan.  It  is  remaric- 
abte,  that  the  pariOi  cleric,  who  fcarcely  ever  rnentions  any 
other  diftin£lion  of  the  deceafed,  than  a  mux,  or  a  uwmsH, 
fliould,  by  I  know  not  what  infpiration,  have  rea>nled  Ed- 
niond  Shaiccfpeare,  as  a  playtr.  There  were,  conf^qucntly, 
two  Shaklpeares,  on  the  ftage,  during  the  liune  period  j  as 
there  were  two  Burbadges,  who  were  alio  brothers,  and  who 
aAed  <m  the  lame  theatre.  Mr.  Malone  has,  indeed,  re- 
joarkcd,  that  the  burial  of  Edmond  Sbakfpeare  does  not 
'Appear  in  the  paiifh-regiftcr  of  Stratford  upon- Avon.  lEiave 
IKA  beeo  able  to  find  any  notice  of  fdmond  Shakfpeare,  ia 

1605, 
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1605,  Aiiguftine  Phillips,  by  his  will,  re-r 
collected  Shakfpeare,  as  &is  JeUo-^f,  and  be- 
queathed him  "  a  thirty  fhiiling  piece  in 
**  gould,"  as  a  tribute  of  aff^ftion.  How 
long  he  a£ted  is  uncertain  ;  although  he  con- 
tinued to  write  for  the  ftage  till  the  year  1614, 
in  which  year,  he  is  faid  to  have  produced 
Twelftb-Nigbt,  his  thirty-fourth  pUy.  When 
he  retired  from  the  ftage,  he  probably  dif-* 
pofed  of  his  property  in  the  theatre  j  as  tbcro 
is  no  fpecific  bequeft.of  his  ihare  by  the 
tcfbunent,  which  he  made  on  the  25th  of 
March  161 6. 

The  will  of  Shakfpeare  lias  been  often 
publiftied,  though  not  always,  with  futEcient 
accuracy.  It  is  not  ealy  to  tell,  who  of  all 
the  admirers  of  our  iUuftrious  dran:atift,  firft 
had  the  curiofity  to  look  into  his  wUl.  It  is 
even  a  point  of  fpme  diiEculty  to  afcertain 
when,  and  by  whom,  the  wiU  of  Shakfpeare 
was  firft  puhiifhed.  Mr.  Malone,  indeed,  is 
ftudious  to  reprobate  Theobald,  for  publiih- 
ing  it  moft  blunderingly.  It  was  not  pub- 
Uflied  by  the  player-;cditors,  in  1623  ;  nor 
by  Rowe,  in  1709  1  nor  by  Pope,  in  1725, 
or  1728  ;  nor  by  Theobald,  in  1733,  or  1740J 
and  he  died  in  1742,  if  we  may  believe  the 
Bio^rapbi(f  Dramatica  i  nor  was  it  publiihc^ 
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by  Planmer,  in  1 744 ;  nor  by  Warburton,  in 
1747:  But,  it  was  certainly  publilhed,  with 
the  original  errors,  in  the  Biograpbia  {h)  Bri- 
tannica^  i'jC>2>  for  the  firft  time,  I  believe. 
Why,  then,  does  Mr.  Malone  accufc  Theo- 
bald, who  was  dead  before  die  event,  of  that 
publication,  and  of  thofe  errors  {c)  ?  The 
iaft  will  be  the  accufer's  bell  apology  :  He 
did  not  look  into  the  two  firft  editions  of 
Theobald,  which  were  published  during  his 

(i)  Volume  the  Jixtb  j  part  i. 

(f)  Shak.  vol.  i.  pp.  187 — 190 — 191.  Mr.  Mslone  &jt, 
"  that  the  name  at  the  top  of  the  margin  of  the  &rft  flicct 
«  was  probably  written  by  the  fcrivencr\rfio  drew  the  will." 
(lb.  191.]  The  fafl,  however,  is,  diat  this  name  wai 
wntten  by  the  tntering  clerk-,  in  the  prerogative-office,  at 
the  time;  as  the  clerks  of  the  prelcnt  day  afiiired  tnei 
pointing  at  the  Te  ^^itfiatruntuTti]  which  is  prefixed  to  the 
name ;  and  ftiowing  the  ilmilarity  of  the  hand-^writing  tothe 
writing  of  the  prohoU  It  is  true,  as  Mr.  Malone  lays,  that 
the  name  of  Shakfpcare  is  fubfcribed  on  the  margiD  of  die 
firft  brief  of  the  will ;  but,  he  ought  to  have  added,  what  ii 
plainly  the  fai9,  that  the  name  is  fubfcribed  on  the  margin, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  flieet,  on  the  left  hand  corner ;  and  was 
obvioufly  thsrc  fubfcribed  by  the  tellator  for  want  of  room 
oil  the  right  hand  corner  of  the  Ibeet.  There  is  no  other 
ground  for  Mr.  Malone'S  infinuation,  that  this  figfatuvc 
was  not  made  byShakfpeare,  except  that  the  three  fignaCurei 
to  the  will  are  very  different  in  the  manner,  and  fpcUing  : 
But,  all  the  genuine  fignatures  of  Shakfpeare  arq  difEmilar, 
[See  before  the  plate,  which  &CQS  p.  224.^ 

lift, 
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life,  for  afcertaining  the  truth ;  but,  had  caft 
a  hccdlcfs  eye  on  a  fpurious  edition  of  Theobald, 
that  was  printed,  foon  after  1763,  with  tha 
will,  which  was  obvioufly  republjflied  from 
the  Biegrapbia  with  all  its  errore,  in  relpeit 
to  the  gilt  boxes,  and  the  brown  bed.  The 
ghoft  of  Theobald  might  cry  out  with  the 
armourer,  in  Henry  vi  :  "  Hang  me,  if  ever 
"  I  pubUihcd  the  will :  My  accufer  is  my 
"  prentice ;  and  when  I  did  correSi  him  for 
"  bii  faulty  be  did  vow,  h$  wmld  be  even 
**  •with  me," . 

RICHARD  BURBADGE *. 

This  celebrated  comedian,  who  was,  pro- 
bably, born  before  the  year  1 570,  in  Holywell 
ftreet,  and  who  rofe,  by  his  talents,  to  the 
higheft  rank  of  his  profeffion,  was  the  fon 
of  James  Burbadge,  who  died  in  February 
I  59t,  and  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
eiders  of  the  Engliih  ftage ;  Yet,  he  lived  to 
enjoy  one  of  the  greatcft  pleafures  of  a  pa- 
rent i  to  fee  his  fon  at  the  head  of  his  pro- 
feffion, and  admired  by  the  world.  Richard 
Burbadge,  probably,  appeared  on  the  ftage, 
as  foon  as  he  could  fpeak.  In  the  year  1589, 
he  reprefented  Gorboduc,  and  tereus,  in  Tarle- 
ten's  Piatt  of  the  Seven  DeadUe  Sinns.  In 
jji^7,  Richard  Burbadge  played  the  arduous 
char;:^der 
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charafter  of  Richard  iii,  for  the  firft  time 
of  its  being  performed.  In  the  Cambridga 
comedy,  called  The  Return  from  ParnaJ/ks, 
which  was  probably  written  about  the  year 
1602,  he  is  introduced,  in  his  proper  pcrfon; 
inftruding  a  Cambridge  fcholar  how  to  aft 
Richard  111.  He  performed  the  moil  difficult 
parts  in  Shakfpeare's  dramas  ;  and  was  **  fach 
"  an  aiSor,"  fays  Sir  Richard  Bafcer,  with  an 
unprophetic  fpirit,  "  as  no  age  muft  ever  look 
**  to  Ice  the  like."  He  was  an  eminent  part- 
ner in  the  Globe,  and  Blackfriars,  theatres; 
fo  that-the  actors,  who  performed  there,  were 
called  Burbadge's  Compmpf.  He  was  appointed 
by  Auguftine  Phillips,  in  1605,  one  of  the 
overfcers  of  his  will.  He  continued  to  diilin^ 
guilh  himfelf,  and  to  amufe  the  lovers  of  the 
drama,  till  March  i644>  when  he  was  carried 
oiF  by  the  plague  j  leaving  bis  wife  Winifrid, 
pregnant  with  her  fevcnth  child,  and  executrix 
of  his  nuncupative  will.  An  epitaph,  which 
was  written  for  him,  though  not  infcribcd  on 
his  tomb,  has  the  following  couplet : 
This  man  bathe  now,  (as  many  more  can  tell) 
Ended  his  part;  and  t^c  hadi  adcd  well  {i). 

AUGUSTINE 

((/)  He  was  buried  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Leonard's  Sbore- 
jficch,  as  the  regtftcr  has  recorded,  on  the  i6th  of  March 
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AUGUSTINE  PHILLIPS 

Was  placed  next  to  Richard  BurbadgCt  in 
the  royal  licenfe,  of  1603.  He  was  an  au- 
thor, as  well  as  an  a<^or :  And  left  behind 

kim 

1&I7. — Thelkme  regiiler  hath  entered  the  baptilu1S,.ancIbt^- 
rials  of  his  children,  as  follows ;  and  the  regiftcr,  by  recording 
the  truth,  fho-^s  the  inaccuracy  of  Mr.  Malone's  {Vate- 
tnent.  [Shakf.  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  185,] 

Naiwi  Baplisutts,  Bariali, 

-I  l6'h   Augiift         160? 

ad      January       ifwj  'ath  September  1608 
i6th  tieptember  1604   19th  September  1604 

8th  Aiigiift       1607 

)  loth  Oftober      1613   r4th  Oftober      1616 
a6th  December  1614  1  ;ih  Auguft        161; 

5th  Augiill       1619I „. 

Sarah  is  entered  in  the  regifter  as  "  the  daughter  of  Wini- 
frid  Burbadge,  widow." — The  name  of  yuiia  was  the 
name  given  by  the  father,  notyulict :  The  name  of  ya//fl 
was  afterwards  impofed  by  the  parifh  clerk,  when  he  recorded 
the  burial  of  the  firft  Julia,  on  the  12th  of  September  1608. 
— This  fa(S  proves,  that  Mr.  Malone's  obfervation,  on  this 
point,  is  groundlcfs. 

Richard  Burbadge  had  a  brother  Cuthbert,  who  did  not 
rife  to  his  eiritnence,  as  a  comedian,  but  was  much  relpeded 
as  a  man.  He  alfo  lived  in  Holywell  ftreet;  and  wrs  buried 
in  the  fame  parifh,  as  appears  by  the  rcgiller,  on  the  I7tb  of 
O^ober  1636 :  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  buried  in  the  fame 
cemetery,  on  the  ifl  of  Of^ober  1636  :  And  the  grave- 
ftone,  which  covered  them,  was  ren^oved,  when  the  new 
•hurch  of  St.  Leonard's  was  built.  They  had  three  children : 
James,  who  was  buried,  in  the  £une  parifh,  on  the  t5th  of 
Julj- 1597 ;  Walter,  who  was  baptized,  on  the  22d  of  June 


t.  Richard 

2.  Julia 

3.  Frances 

4.  Ann 

J,  Winifryd 
6.   Jufya 
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him  ibme  ludicrous  rbimes,  which  were  en- 
tared  in  the  Stationers'  booIcE,  in  1593,  and 
were  entitled,  H'be  Jigg  gf  the  Slippers.  In 
Tarleton's  Piatt  of  The  Seven  deadlk  Smns^ 
Phillips  feprcfented  the  effeminate  Sardma- 
palusy'm  the  year  1589.  He  is  fuppofed  to 
have  reprefented  characters  in  low  life,  with 
Kempe,  and  Armine,  rather  than  royal  perfon- 
ages»  with  Burbadgc.  Whatever  he  were,  in 
the  theatre,  he  certainly  was  a  refpeftable 
man,  in  the  world.  He  amafTed  conHderable 
property  by  his  prudence.  And  he  died 
at  Mortlake,  in  Surrey,  in  May  1 605  j 
and  was  buried,  by  his  dying  requeft,  in  the 
chancel  of  the  church  of  that  pafiih  ;  leaving 
his  wife,  Ann,  executrix  of  his  will,  with  this 
provifo,  however,  that  if  flic  married  again, 
John  Hemynges,  Richard  Burbadge,  William 

159;  -,  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  baptized}  on  the  30tii  cpf 
December  1 601 ;  as  the  fame  r<^ifter  records.— In  ({k  pa- 
lUb-regifler,  this  celebrated  name  is  fpclt  three  difTeKnt 
ways;  Burbidgc,  Burbadge,  and  Burb^;e  ;  but,  moft  fre- 
quently Burbadge  :  in  the  regifter  of  the  prerc^ative-o£c^ 
it  is  written  Bufbeige  ;  (o  little  uniformity  was  there,  in 
tht^e  times,  on  this  hcadj  and  lb  little  foundation  for  crid- 
ciCn,  on  this  point !  In  fa^  the  celebrated  comedian  fub- 
feribcd  his  name  Richard  Barbadg,  if  we  may  determine 
from  a,  fingle  autc^rapb,  Na  xiv,  in  plate  ii,  of  Mr.  Ma- 
ine's Inquiry. 

Slyo 
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Slyc,  and  Timothic  Whithorne,  fliould  be  his 
executors.  His  widow  did  marry  again  :  and 
John  Hcmynges  immediately  proved  the  will, 
on  the  16th  of  May  1607J  and  affumcd  the 
truft,  which  Auguftine  Phillips  had  repofed  in 
him.  As  the  will  of  Phillipps  has  efcaped 
Mr.  Malone's  refearches,  and  contains  many 
curious  particulars,  I  fubjoin^  in  the  note,  a 
copy,  which  was  extraaed:  from  the  regiftry 
of  the  prerogative-court  (f). 

JOHN 

{()  Augustine  Phillips's  Will. 
In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  the  fomthe  daie  of 
May  Anno  Dm  1605  and  in  the  ycres  of  the  Rcignc  of  O' 
Sourignc  Lorde  James  by  the  Grace  of  God  Kingc  of 
England  Scotland  Frauncc  and  Ireland  Defender^  of  rfje 
Faithe  &=,  that  is  to  fay  of  England  Frauncc  and  Ireland 
the  thirde,  and  of  Scotland  the  Kighie  and  thirtlth,  I  Au- 
guftine Phillipps  of  Mo'.tlack  in  the  County  of  Surrey 
Gent,  beingeat  this  pte  fick  and  weak  in  body,  but  of  good 
and  pfecte  mynde  and  remembrance  thanks,  be  given 
unto  Almighty  God,  do  make  ordeyne  and  difpofe  this  my 
prtc  Teftam'  &  laft  Will  in  maSii  and  forme  following^ 
that  is  to  fay,  Firlle  and  principally  I  comende  my  Soulc 
into  th'ands  of  Ailmighty  God  my  Maker  Savior  aiid 
Redeemer  in  whome  and  by  the  meritts  of  the  fecond 
'  ^on  Jefus  Chriil  I  trultc  and  believe  alTuredly  to  be  b.vei 
and  to  have  full  cleire  remiUlon  and  forgivenefs  <^  mf 
fituies,  and  I  cwnitt  my  body  to  be  buried  in  die  chaunccB 
of  tbe  piihe  Cburcbe  of  Mo'telack  aforcfaid,  and  after  my 
body  buryed  and  Funerall  charge  paide.  Then  I  will  that  aU 
fuche  Debts  and  Ductyet  as  I  owe  to  any  perfon  or  pcrfofw 
of  Rights  or  in  Confcience  flial  be  truely  paide,  And  that 

done 
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— -JOHN  HEMINGES.  — - 
The  earliefl-  notice,  with  regard  to  this  re- 
fpedtable  player^  is  his  marriage,  on  tha  loth 

of 

done  then  I  will  that  all  and  lingr  my  Goods  Chattels  plate 
Houfi-'hold  AufFe  Jewells  reddy  money  and  d>;bts  Oial  be  dc- 
vided  by  my  Executrix  and  o'leers  of  this  my  lafte  Will 
and  Tefts:).'  into  thr&e  eqiiall  and  indefFereiite  parts  and 
porcoiis  whereof  one  equal  parte  I  geve  and  bequeathe  to 
Anne  Phillipps  my  Loveiiigc  Wrfe  to  her  owne  prc^  ulc 
,  and  behoufe,  One  other  parte  tlicreof  to  and  amongefle  my 
three  eldeflc  daughters  Maudlyne  PhiUipps,  Rebecca  Phil- 
lipps,  and^nne  Phillipps,  equally  amongllc  them  to  be  de* 
vlded  pbrcon  and  porcon  like,  and  to  be  paide  and  dcliverd 
unto  them  as  they  and  every  of  thein  ihall  accomplifhe  Sc 
come  to  their  lawful  ages  of  Twenty  &  oneyeres,  orat  their 
daies  of  marriage,  and  ev'y  of  them  to  be  others  Heyre  of 
their  Jiiid  pts  and  porcons,  yf  any  of  them  (hall  fortune  to 
dye,  before  their  taid  fcvall  ag*  of  twenty  and  one  yeres  or 
dales  of  marriaje  and  th'other  pte  thereof  I  refrve  to  my 
felfe  and  to.  my  Executrix  to  piprme  my  Lcgays  hereafter 
followinge,  Item  I  geve  and  bequeathe  to  the  poore  of  the 
piihe  of  Mortlack  aforeiiiid,  Fyve  pounds  of  lawful!  money 
of  England,  to  be  diftributed  by  the  Churchwardens  of  the 
feme  piihe  within  twelve  monethes  after  my  deCcafe,  Item  I 
geve  and  bequeathe  to  Agnes  Bennett  my  loveinge  mother 
during  her  naturall  life,  ev'y  yere  yerely  the  Some  t^Fyve 
pounds  (rf  lawful!  Money  of  Engtuid,  to  be  paid  her  at  the 
lour  ufuall  Eea(ls  or  termes  in  the  yere  by  my  Executrix, 
out  of  any  parte  and  porcuii  relrved  by  this  my  pne  Will, 
Item  I  geve  to  my  Brothers  WiTlm  Webb  and  James 
Webb,  yf  they  flitdl  be  lyevinge  at  my  deceafc  to  cytber  c^ 
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of  March  j  5^1,  to  R-becca  KnellitKfc  widow; 


tiiem  die  Somebf  Tenne  poiinds  i  peece  of  lawfnl  Money 
of  EngUni^  to  be  paid  unto  them  wthTn  three  yercs  after 
my  deccafc.  Item  I  geve  and  bequeathe  to  my  Sifter  Elixa- 
b«h  Gougfae  the  Some  of  tenne  pounds  of  lawfuJl  Money 
of  England  to  be  paid  her  wthin  One  yere  after  my  dcceolc^ 
Item  I  wilt  and  bequeathe  unto  Myles  Borne  and  Philtipps 
Borne  two  Sounes  of  my  Siftsr  Margery  Borne  to  eyther  of 
tbem  Tenne  pounds  a  peece  of  lawfull  Money  of  England 
to  be  paid  unto  ihem  when  they  fhall  accomplifiie  the  full 
age  of  Twenty  and  one  yercs,  Item  I  gevc  and  bequeathe 
unto  Tymo;hy  Whithorne  the  Sum  of  Twentyc  pounds  of 
lawfiill  Money  of  England  to  be  palde  Unto  him  within  one 
yere  after  my  deceafej  Item  I  geve  and  bequeathe  unto  and 
zmongfte  the  hyred  men  of  the  Company  vr''.  I  am  of, 
which  Quibe  at  the  tyme  of  my  deceafe  the  Some  of  fyvc 
pounds  of  lawfull  Mcmcy  oFBngland  to  be  equally  didributed 
amongeltc  Chcm^  Item  I  geve  and  bequeathe  to  myFellowe 
Wiilm  Shakefpeare  a  thirty  fliillings  peece  in  gouldj  To 
my Fcllowe  Henry  Condeil  one  other  thirty  ihillingc  peece' 
in  gould,  To  my  Seryaunte  Chiiftopber  BecDxin  Thirty  kil- 
lings in  Gould,  To  my  Fellowe  Lawrence  Fletcher  twenty- 
fliiilings  in  Gould,  I'o  my  Fellowe  Robert  Armyne  twen- . 
ty  killings  in  Gould  To  my  fellowe  Richard  Coweley 
twenty  (hillings  in  Gould  To  my  fellowe  Alexander 
Ooolc  twenty  Ihillings  in  Gould,  To  hiy  fellowe  Nicholas 
Tooliy  twenty  (hillings  inGouid,  Item  Igeve  to  the  Preacher 
Wch.fhallpreachcat  my  Kunerall  the  Some  of  cwciily  (hillings. 
Item  I  geve  to  Samui,-!!  Gilborjic:  my  late  apprentice,  the  Some 
of Foriye  ftiillings  and  my  moufe  collourcd  Velvit hofe and  a 
White  Taffety  Dublet  a  blacltc  taffcty  fute  my  purple 
Cloke  Sword  and  Dagger  and  my  Bale  Viall.  Item  I  geve 
'« James  Sands  my  Apprentice  the  Some  of  Fortye  (hillings 
F  f  and 


r^cinzeaoyGoOglc         — 


434  •«•  APOLOGY      [Or  tmz  Hiitokt 

as  I  coajcdure,  of  William  Knell,  the  come- 
dian. 

Uid  a  Ciiterne  *  Bandore  aad  a  Lnte,  to  be  paid  and  d^ 
1iv«l  unto  htm  at  the  expiracon  of  his  tenne  of  jeres  in  bis 
Ind^.  of  Apprcnucehood.  Item  my  Will  is  that  Elizabeth 
Phillips  aij  jwingeft  daughter  Ifaall  have  and  quietlye  enjoye 
for  terme  of  her  tntur^  lyfe  my  Houfe  and  Land  in  Morte« 
lacke  web.  I  ludy  purchaTed  to  me,  Anne  my  wife,  and  to 
the  faid  Elizabiedi  for  tenne  of  O',  lives  in  full  recomprace 
and  Iatisfa£lion  of  hir  pte  and  porcon  w^)>.  (he  may  in  any 
wife  chalenge  or  demand  of  in  and  to  my  of  my  Goods  and 
Chattels  ^^^latfoever-^And  I  ordaine  and  make  the  &id 
Anne  Phillips  my  loving  Wyfe  fiJe  Executrix  of  rtiis  my 
^ifent  Teftament  and  laft  Will  provided  alwaies  that  if  the 
I'did  Anne  my  Wyfe  do  at  any  tyme  marryc  after  my  de- 
ceafe.  That  dien  and  from  thenceforth  Qiee  fball  ceafe  to  be 
any  more  or  longer  Executrix  of  this  my  laft  Will  or  any 
waies  intermeddle  w'''.  the  iame,  And  the  iiud  Anne  to  faaive 
no  ptc  or  porcon  of  my  Goods  or  Chattctis  to  me  or  my 
Executors  referred  or  appointed  by  this  my  laft  Will  and 
Telhunent,  and  that  then  and  from  thencefofdi  John  He- 
mings  Richard  Burbage  W«  Slye  and  Timotbie  Whidioroe 
flial  befiitlyand  whoIHe  my  Executorsofthismy  bft  WiU 
and  Teftaoient,  as  though  the  faid  Anue  had  never  bin 
named,  And  of  the  execution  of  this  my  prcfcnt  Teftament 
and  lafte  Will  I  ordayne  and  maice  the  laid  ]6t\n  Hemings 
Richard  Burbage  W"  Slye  and  Timothie  Whithomc  Ovcr- 
feera  of  this  my  prfent  Teftament  and  laft  Will  and  I  be- 
queathe unto  the  fud  John  Hemings  Richard  Burbage  and 
W"  Slye  to  either  of  them  my  faid  Overfecrs  ft>r  iheirc 
paines  lierein  to  be  aken  a  boule  of  Silfet  of  the  value  of 
fyve  pounds  a  piece.  In  Witnefs  whereof  u  this  my 
prfent  Teftainent  and  lafte  Will  1  the  &id  Auguftine  Phil- 

lipn 
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dian  (f).  As  early  as  November  1 597*  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  manager  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  company  (g).  This  ftation,  for 
which  he  wasquaiified  by  his  pmdence,  he  Held, 
probably,  during  forty  years.  There  Is  reafon  to 
believe,  that  he  was,  originally,  a  Warwickjhire 
ladi  a  fliire,  which  has  produced  fo  many  play- 
ers and  poets  j  the  BurbodgeS}  the  Shaldpearesi 

lipes  haVe  put  my  hand  and  Seale  the  da.7  and  yeare  above 
Written-^ 

A:PhUlips(LSj 
Scaled  and  dd  b^  the  Taid  Adgdftiile  PbUIipei  id  his  hft 
Will  and  Tcftament  Jn  the  prefencc  of  us  Robert  Ooff^ 
Wmaieperd— ; — [This  will  was  proved, on  Ac  13th  of 
May  1603,  by  Anne,  the  reli^  and  executrix ;  and  on  tM~ 
1 6tb  oi  May  1 607,  by  John  Hemyi^es,  wider  the  ontdidon 
mentioned  in  the  will,  by  reafon  of  the  maliiage  of  AwMt 
the  widow,  and  executrix,  before  mentioned, — This  will  i* 
written  00  two  briefs,  in  two  difierent  hand  wridngs:  but 
the  laft  brief  only  is  figned  by  the  tefbtbr.] 

{f)  The  regiiler  of  St.  Mary's,  Aldcnnanburyj  which 
records  diis  marriage,  alfo  records  ^c  marriage  of  William 
Knell  mUi  Ribtcea  Edwards,  on  the  30th  of  January  l$8(i 
William  Knell  did  not  long  furvive  the  celebratitm  of  tfaitS 
inarriage,  though  the  regifler  docs  not  record  his  burial : 
But,  it  dbes  record  the  burial  of  a  William  Knsll,  On  tbe 
S4th  ot  September  1578,  who  was,  probably,  the  celebrated 
adoT}  and  the  fecond  William  Knell,  who  married  young 
Rebecca  Edwards,  may,  poffibly,  hare  been  hii  fon,  and  alfo 
a  {Jaysr. 

{g)  The  ooyncO'n^fter  of  that  date. 

F  f  a  the 
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the  Greens;  and  the  Harts.  Of  Heminges's 
caft  of  charadlcrs,  little  is  known  :  The^e  is 
only  a  tradition,  that  he  performed  the  arduous 
part  of  Falftaff.  If  this  were  true,  it  wbnld 
prove,  what  indeed  is  apparent  in  his  life,  that 
he  was  a  man  of  ftrong  fenfe,  and  circomfpedt 
humour.  He  was  adopted,  with  Shakfpeare, 
by  King  James,  on  bis.  acceflaon,  as  one  of 
his  theatrical  fcrvants;  and  was  ranked  the 
fftb,  in  the  royal  liccnfe  of  1603.  He  feems, 
indeed,  to  have  been  too  bufy,  or  too  wife, 
dufing  a  long  life,  to  write  for  the  public; 
fhoii^h  he  left  a  fon,  with  rrAich  lefs  wifdoni 
intj  more  time,  who  did  write.  It  is  a  ftrong  re- 
commendation bf  his  charai3:er*  for  difcretion, 
and  honefly,  that  he  was  called  upon,  by  many 
friends,  to  perform  the  truft  of  their  executor. 
He  had  the  honour  to  be  remembered  in 
Shakl^eare's  will,  and  to  be  the  firrt  editor  of 
Shakfpeare's  dramas.  He  loft  his  wife,  who 
had  brought  him  thirteen  children,  in 
i6»9  {h}.,  He  himfclf  died,,  at  the  age  of 
feventy-five,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary's,  Al- 
dfermanhury,  where  he  had  lived  refpcflibly, 
through  life ;  and  was  buried,  as  the  parifli 
Kgifter  proves,  on  the  12th  of  Oftober  1630. 

(A)  She  was  buried,  astheregifter  of  St.  MMy'9,*AMer- 
manbury,  records,  on  tiie  aiof  Septembcridig.    ,.  . 

He 
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He  left  his  ion  William,* the  execQtdr' bf'Vii 
unexecuted  (/)  will  j    and  much  property,  arid 

(0  The  will  is  publiQied  in  Mai.  Shale."  voh  i.  iwh.  ii. 
^  191  ■,  and  in  Steeven&'s  Shale.  1793,  vol.  ii.  ^.'  33^. — 
William  Hcmings  was  baptized  on  the  3dof  O^tqhor  4  6^U 
and  was'  educated  at  Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  where  he  togtl 
the  dagree  of  Mailer  of  Arts,  ii)  1628  -,  and  in  March'  163^ 
■  he  produced  a  comedy  entitled  Ti^  Caur/mg  of  the  Hafi,  Of 
The  Aiideap;  and  aftsiwaids -wrote  Tkt  Fatali  Cftth^^li 
anATht  yews  Tragedy.  .  ^    ^    ...,   ..    * 

The  following  table,  which  was  formed  fronj  Che  parifti. 
reg^ftcr,  will  {how  more  accurately  thatr)ias"yet  beeri'don^ 
the  births,  and  burials,  of  JdhnHBifliti^'s  thlWrcnH  awl- 
will  aUb  corredi  the  inatcaraeiei ,oi  Mr.  Malopp  both  iiV 
the  dates^  and  per/ens :  He  fpeaks  of  two  daugljters,^  whcuiv 
the  regifter  does  not  record  ;  Margaret,  who  js  not  men> 
tioned  by  the  regifter;  and  B«/r/«)Whom,  Ifufpefl,he  has^ 
confoundedwichBeavis,  ay«n,  whowas  baptized,^  1601 :— ^ 


Names. 

1  Ales  [who  mar- 

ried John  At- 
kins II  Febru- 
ary lejj]  - 

2  Mary        -     - 

3  Judith      -     - 

4  rhomafyn     - 

5  Jone       -      -' 

6  John 

7  John  -  - 
S  Beavis  (afon) 
9  William  -     - 

IP  George  - 
II  Rebecca 
18  Elizabeth      - 
(J  Mary       -    - 


Bapafms. 


iftNovember  1590 
7thMay  -'  1592 
29th  Auguft  1593 
I5rh  January  lS9t 
ad  May  -  159b 
2tl  April  -  1598 
izth  <^uguft  1599 
24th  May  Iboi 
3d  October  1602 
i2thFebruaryi6ol 
4tb  February  160^ 
.6th  Match  r-  i6a^ 
}]ft.Juns    -  1611 

Ff3 


BarialG. 


9  Auguft  1592' 


1.7  June    1598  ■ 


»3Mif  '^"'* 
'  mzny 
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jzuny  kind  tokens  of  remembrance  to  his  re> 
)atioiu»  and jfe/iows. 

-r— HENRY  CUNDALL. : 

The  origin  of  this  honed  man,  rather  than 
great  a^tor,  or  celebrated  writer*  is  unknown. 
He  does  not  appear  fo  prominent,  oji  the  page 
ct  theatrical,  bil^ory,  as  Heminges;  though 
be  bid  appeared  in  the  theatrical  world,  before 
tiie  year  }S^9''  ^^  reprefented  Ferrcx,  in 
irafkton's  Pktt  of  the  Seven  DeaMif  Sinm. 
f]e  formed  one  of  the  Lprd  Chamberlain's 
compai^,  and  was  adopted,  with  Shakfpcarc 
and  Hem|nges,  by  King  James>  as  one  of  bit 
theatrical  fcrvants :  He  was  ranked  the  Jxtb^ 
in  the  royal  licenfe  of  1603.  In  1605*  Au- 
guftioe  Phillips  bequeathed  to  him,  as  he  did  to 
Shakfpeare,  a  thirty  Jfiill'mgs  piece  in  gould.  In 
i6oi>,  Cundal  ferved  the  parifh  office  oijidtj- 
man,  in  St.  Mary's,  Aldennanbury.  Before 
the  year  1623,  he  ccaCed  toaifli  yet,  retained 
his  property  in  the  playhoufes.  With  Hc- 
minges  he  fhared  the  honour  of  the  recollec- 
tion of  Shakfpeare,  in  his  will,  and  of  the  cdi- 
torftiipof  Shakfpeare's  dramas.  The  countiy 
refidence  of  Cunda),  for  fome  years  before  his 
death,  was  Fulhom.  He  died,  however,  in 
St.  Mary's,  Aldermnnbury,  where  be  had  lir- 
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edlong:  And,  here  he  was  buried,  on  the 
29th  of  December  1627.  By  his  Will  he 
appcnuted  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  his  executrix, 
and  bequeathed  much  property,  together  with 
his  fhares  in  the  Globe,  and  Blackfriars,  thea- 
tres, to  his'children  J  bcfides  many  legacies  of 
frien^fiiip,  and  charity  (k), 

WILLIAM 


(/)  The  will  of  Cundal  is  publifhed  fn  Mai.  Shak.  vol. !. 
part  ii.  p.  199 :  Atul  in  Stecvens's  Shale  1793,  vol.  i.  p. 
344.  John  Heminget,  and  Cuthben  Buibadge,  were  two 
of  the  oveifccn  of  the  will  of  Cundal- 

The  followbg  tablp,  like  the  laft,  which  was  formed 
irom  the  parifh-regifter,  will  Jhow  with  more  precifion  and 
accuracy  than  Mr.  Malone  has  done,  the  births,  and  burialf , 
of  Henry  Cundill's  children  i  and  will  alfo  coired  the  i'm^- 
curaciet  of  Mr,  Malone,  both  in  the  d!0(»  and  pcrfons:-T- 

■f        Bapti&RS.  Burials. 

27  Fcbruu]' I S9I  II  April  -  1599 
4  April  >  t6oi  26  July  -  lt{ia 
iS  April  -   i602 

14  April  -   1606    22  April    -    1603 
ab  Oiiober  1603 
31  January  160^ 

■  Yl     ' 


Names. 

1  Elizabeth    .  . 

2  Ann     -  •  .  . 

3  Richard   -  -  . 

4  LHzabeth    -  ■ 

5  Elizabeth     -  . 

6  Mary   -  -  -  - 

7  H.nvj  .  -  -  . 

8  William 

9  £dwa|d  -  *  • 


6  May   •  i6to      4  March-    1619 
26  May   -  i6t  t 
9%  Aiigttft  1614    23  Augufi     1614 

From  the  regtfler,  it  thus  appears,  dtat  Henry,  and  Eliza- 
beth, Cundail,  had  mi nr  children,  iiiftead  oftighU  as  flatcd  by 
Mr. Malone;  thatcheirfon,  Heiuy,  wasbomini6iOtinftrad 
oFt6oo;and  that  jhj/ children  furvived  Mn.Cundaiiy  as  be  is 
diAinguilhed  in  the  i^fier,intte8dof  ^&nr,aa  oieationedby 
Mr.  Malone.— Candour  aumnot  deli^  to  dat«£t  thcfe  de- 
F  f  4  fi^iencies 
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—^-WILLIAM  ShY.  -;— ■ 
'  Of  this  play^f  mu^h  lefs  is  known  than  of 
Cundal.  Before  the  year  1589,  Sly  was  an 
aftor;  having  in' tKat  year  represented.  P^r rex , 
in' Tarlcton's  PlMtof  the  Seven  Dea^lie  Sbinet. 
He  was  one  of-  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  com- 
pany ;  and,  being  adopted  by  King  James  into 
his  Theatrical  company,  was  placed  xhejcventb 
in  the  royal  licenlb,  aqiong  the  royal  players, 
in  1603.  Sly  was,  in  1604,  introduced  per- 
fonally  with  Burbadge,  Cundal,  and  Lowinjin 
Marfton's  Mqkcontait,  to  a<£t  an  introdudtorv 
prologue ;  which,  by  fatirizing,  iUuftrate^ 
the  manners  of  the  age  (/).    He  died,  lays 

the 

ficiencies  |n  the  diligence  of  Mr.  Mulone:  And  charity 
V'oujd  have  ra^ef  ^(liic^a^il  ihafedefedts,  i/  cnticifm  did  nop 
cequire-a  (}ri£t  attentitja  to  tl)e^iit;9(c$s  of  iruih.  The  dull- 
eft  pcR  may  copy  ex  traits  from  a  pjrifii  ri-gifter  ;  but  it  re- 
(|tllrtfd  the'  prn  of  Mr.  Malortt,  to  wriic  r.utcs  wi  Shak- 
fpeare!  Nevcrthelcfs,1t  muft  be  recoltccled^  that  one  of  his 
^^^tij?^  again{l  the  b(;liev;rs  is,  ''  that  they  cannot  read  ol<i 
**  hand-writing :"  Now,  their  i^logy  is,  ihat  ihey  can  read 
fiK^-writlng,  'a  \vc11,  -aE  to  have  been  able  to  cornel  ounjr 
(rf*  the  miflakee,  wh^.  he  has  fallen  tnto,  for  want  of  their 
^t£laf}ts. ."  - 

(0  Enter  William  Sly.  andaTircrioan;  foilowing.witb 
liftool:—    .    .    .: 

,  "  Tire-man :— Sir,  the  gtatlemcn  will  be  angry,  if  you 

fit  here;  ;  '_  ■.-,_■  .... 

■   *  Sly ;— «  Why ;  w*  may  fit  upon  the  ftage,  at  the  pri- 
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the  hiftorian  of  the  ftage,  before  the  year 
1612  (m).  In  May  1^05,  Sly  was  appointed 
by  Auguftine  Phillips,  one  of  the  overfeers  of 
his  will.  He  was  himfelf  obliged  to  make  4 
nut)f:«p4tive  will>  on  the  4.th  of  Auguft  1608, 
which  was-pcouedon,  tlie  24th  :  He  thereby 
bequeathed  "  To  Jane  -Browne,  the  daughter 
"  of  Robert  Browne,  and  Sifely,  his  wife,  the 
*'  houfe,  where  he  now  dwcUes  to  hcr&c  for 
*'  ever;  to  Robert  Brown  his  part  oiTbeGkbei 
"  po  James  Saunder  fprtie  pounds  ;  the  reft 

"  vate  houfe.   Thou  dos't  not  take  me  for  a  <es»- 
*'  try  gentleman;  dos't  think,  I  fear'httBng?    1*11 
"*  hold  my  life,  thou  took'ft  me,  for  one  tX  the 
"  players. 
**  Tireman:— "Noi  Sir. 

**  Sly : — "  By  God's-flid,  if  you  h«d,  1  would  not  hare 

"  given  ^QM  fix  pence  for  your  ftool.     Let  them, 

"•  (hat  havcyFi^/rr^ffV},  lit  inthegalleriesl     Hifs  at 

'*  me !     He  that  will  be  laught  out  of  a  tavern, 

^  fhall  feldom  feed  well,  cv  be  drunk,  in  good 

'<  ctanpany.      Where's    Harry    Condell,   Dick 

t  Burbage,  and  William  Sljf     Let  me  fpcak 

*\  with  fome  of  them." 

Sly  goes  on  to  fwear  moft  irreverently.     True,  indeed, 

as  Cdiey  Ci^iber  would  have  apologiz6J}  Lowin  reproves 

him,  and  carries  him  off  the  ftage :    But,  Hat  ftatute  3; 

James  i.  ch.  21.   prevented   fuch  apologies,  by  impofing 

proper  petialties,  on  all,  who  fliould  pro&nely  ufe  the  name 

of  God,  in  any  play. 

-  (ffl)  Mai.  Shak.  vol.  i.  part  \\,  p.  205. 

ff  to 
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"  to  Sifely  Browne;  making  her  his  exccu- 
**  trix  (»)."  By  a  codicil,  Sly  bequeathed  bis 
fword,  and  hat,  to  Cuthbert(ff)Burbaige»  and 
forty  Shillings  to  the  poor  of  St.  Leonard's, 
Shoreditch.  Sly  Hved  in  Holy  well- ftreet^among 
the  other  players,  and  greater  perfonages,  who 
then  refided  in  that  quarter,  before  it  became 
the  more  frequent  refort  of  meaner  mca. 
And,  he  was  buried,  in  the  cemetery  of  St. 
t,eonard's  Shoreditch,  as  appears  by  the  regil- 
ter,  on  the  1 6th  of  Auguft  1608.  William 
Sly,  the  next  of  kin,  difputed  his  will,  which 

(n)  Brown,  and  Saumler,  were  bottt  players,  though  tbe^ 
never  rofe  to  much diftin^ion.  Saunder  played  fide>ui,'ie 
<]ueen,  in  The  Piatt  of'  tbi  Seven  Dtadii*  Siniis,  and  is 
confounded  with  Alexander  [  Saunders j  Cooke,  b]r'Mr. 
Malnne,  who  thus  appears  not  to  hzve  known,  that  Saundcr 
Was  a  real  aflor,  and  a  dil>iiii^t  pcrfun. 

{»)  \%  was  not  fo  much  the  hat^  as  the  furtifft  which 
cenOituted  the  valtte  of  thit  legacy ;  feathers  being  dien 
much  worn,  and  in  great  requell.  Mardon,  in  The  Milt' 
ftmtentt  riiiiculed  the  fafltiun.  When  Sly  is  on  the  ftage, 
aflir.^  the  prologue  (o  the  Malccontent,  he  puts  his  ftathcx 
(a  hif  pocket.  Burbadg«  a(ks  him :  ^  Why  do  you  conceal 
"  your  yio/A/r,  Sir?  Sly  anfwers  him :  Why!  Do  you 
*-  thi^ik  I  'II  have  jells  broken  upon  nic»  rn  the  play,  to  Ik 
*'  laughed  at !  'I'hts  play  hath  beaten  all  young  gallaots 
«  out  of  theftatkeri.  Blackfriars  hathalmoft  fp<^i  Black- 
"  Iriars  iar  ftatbtrt."  —  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the 
Blackfriars  diHriift  was  remarkable,  in  thofc  days  ^  ''^ 
inhabited  by  featfaer-rinakcrs. 

bears 
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bears  a  very  iufpicious  {p)  appearance  j  but, 
was  neverthelifs  eftablUhcd  by  the  preroga- 
tive court,  though  the  teftator,  when  he  made 
it,  was  plainly  in  the  hands  of  6efSgning  per- 
fons.  The  legacy  to  Cuthbert  Barbaige,  who 
was  a  refpedable  character,  and  the  bequeft 
to  the  poor  of  St  Leonard's,  Shoreditch,  were 
mere  arti6ces  to  cover  the  odious  defign  of 
impoUng  upon  weakne&  (^). 

ROBERT  ARMIN. 

My  refearchcs  have  not  enabled  me  to  add 
much  to  the  little,  which  is  alreaay"  known, 
with  regard 

■*  To  iwneft  gameGKoe  Robert  Armiii, 

<^  Who  tickl'd  the  Tpleen,  like  a  barnile&  vernun." 

He  was  certainly  one  of  the  Lord  Chambtr- 
lain's  players,  at  the  acceffion  of  King  James, 
and  was  received,  with  greater  aflors,  into  the 
royal  company.  He  was  ranked  the  eighth, 
after  Sly,  In  the  King's  licenfe  of  1603.  As  a 
fello-Wt  Armin  was  affeiSionately  remembered 
by  Auguftine   Phillips,   in    1605;    who  left 

[p)  It  was  executed  in  the  prefence  of  feyeral  women, 
who  couk)  not  fign  theif  names,  as  witneflct. 

{1)  John,  the  baAard  fon  of  William  Sljr,  the  player, 
was  burled  in  the  pariffa  of  St.  Gilet't;)  Cripplegate,  on  the 
^tfa  of  OiBrober  1606,  as  appears  by  die  regiller  j  which 
ibtes,  that  John  was  baft^  and  the  Ton  of  the  plajir. 

him 
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him  a  legacy  of  twenty  IhiJIings.  Armin  was 
an  author,  as  well  as  .an  aiflor  :  He  produced, 

in  1608,  A  Nejt  of  N'mnies  Jimpfy  of  themfeku, 
without  Compound  ■,\T\  the. lame  year,  P,6ib»;^; 
the  Italian  Taylor  and  bis  day  j  and,  in  1609, 
a  comedy  called  The  two  Maids  of  Moreclacke, 
[MoftJakeJ  whether  with  any  allufion  to  the 
family  of  Angaftinc  PhilUpSy  his  'fellow,  1 
know  not.  He  was  not  buried  in  St.  Saviour's, 
Southwark,  as  wc  may.  infer  from  the  filcncc 
of  the  regifter  :  '  Nor,  have  I  been  abje  to 
dilbovcr  any  will  of  Armin,  or  adminiftration 
to  his  clfctfts. 

RICHARD  COWLEY 

Is  faid  to  have  been  an  aiflo'r  ^f  a  low  cWs  j 
having  performed  the  part  of  Verges  in  Much 
ado  about  Nothing  :  Hq  probably  afted  {\ic)\ 
parts,  as^flffi^OTf  Armin  J  fuch  characters,  as 
required  dry  humour,  rather  than  fplendid 
declamation."  In  15B9,  he  reprefented  ttc 
cha'faiflcr  of  Giraldus  in  Tarlctoii's  Ptatt  of 
the  *S even  Deadlie  Sinns.  He  was,  however, 
adopted,  from  theLord  Chamberlain's  cocb- 
pany,  by  King  James  into  his,  and  was  raoked 
the  laft,  in,  the  royal  licenfe  (jf  1603,  He 
was  recognized  2.s  afelhu)  by  Auguftioe  Phil- 
lips, in  1605,  and  diflingtnlhed  as  ^  friend, 

by 
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by  a  legacy  of  twenty  fhilUngs.  He  lived 
among  the  other  players,  and  among  the 
falhionable  perfons  of  that  period,  in  Holy- 
xvell-ftreet.  "  I  know  not  when  this  axSor 
**  died,"  fays  Mr.  Malone,  the  hiftorian  of 
the  ftage  (r).  He  was  buried,  fays  the  rcgifter 
of  the  parifli,  in  St.  LeoDard's  Shoreditch, 
on  the  I'^th  of  March  (j)  1 6|-J.,  three  days 
before  th^  great  Burbadge  iinifhed  bis  ca- 
reer, in  the  fame  cemetery.  But,  my  Icarcfaes 
id  the  prerogative  -  office  have  not  found 
either  his  will,  or  ail  adminiftration  to  his 
cftate. 

Such  were  the  nine  patentees,  who  were 
named  in  King  James's  licenfe  of  1603  ;  snd 
who  were,  thereby,  empowered  to  fhow  their 
ftage  plays,  to  their  befi  commoditte.  The  royal 
licenfe,  however,  was  not  only  granted  to  the 
nine,  who  were  fpecified  ;  but,  alfo  **  to  th« 

(r)   Shakf.  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  205. 

(/)  The  n^ifter  calls  him  Richard  Cowley,  phytr. 
His  wife  Elisabeth  was  buried,  in  the  fame  cemetery,  on 
(be  x8th  of  September  1616.  By  her  he  had  a  fon,  Robeit, 
who  was  baptised  on  die  7th of  March  159^;-  a  Ton,  Cuth- 
hen,  o»  the  8di  of  May  1597  ;  a  fon,  Richard,  on  the  29tb 
«f  April  1599,  who  was  buried  on  the  26th  <^  February  i6o|; 
and  a  daughter,  ^Hzabeth,  was  baptized,  on  the  2d  of  Fe- 
bruary 160J. 

«  reft 
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••  reft  of  their  aJfociates»  freely  to  exerciie  the 
"  faculty  of  playing  (/)." 

-ALEXANDER  COOKE. 

It  appears  that  this  su£Xot  was  the  heroine 
of  the  ftagc,  even  before  the  year  1589.  He 
afted  as  a  woman  in  Jchnfon's  Sejanus  and  id 
7be  Fox :    And,  if  is  thence  reafonably  fup- 

(/)  Oneofthofe  aJIbcmtes,probablyjan({onec/die  aSors 
of  Sbak^Kaie's  charedters  was  Richard  Scarlet,  pla)«r,  who 
was  buritid,  layi  the  regifler,  in  St.  Giles's  Cripplcgabe,  oo 
the  23<I  of  April  i6og:  Yet^  he  is  net  mcndoned  by  the 
biftorian  of  our  flagc.  Anorber  of  thofe  aifociates  was  Sa- 
muel  Gilburne,  who  is  uninnvn,  fays  Mr.  MaJonc.  [SbakfL 
vol.  i.  put  ii.  p.  210].  But,  we  now  ktiow  tbat,  before 
May  1605,  Samuel  Gitbume,  had  Jerved  bis  apprmticefbipt 
as  a  player,  with  Auguftine  Phillips,  who  bequeathed  him 
*^  fbrtye  fhillings,  and  my  moufc- coloured  velvit  hofe,  and 
*'  a  white  taffcty  dublet,  a  black  ta^ty  fute,  my  pui}Je 
"  doke,  fword  and  dagger,  and  my  bafe  vioil  ]"  And^  berc- 
iu,  we  may  fee  the  drels,  and  accompaniments^  of  Auguftin; 
Phillips.  Chriftopher  Beefton  was  alfo  an  aSor  at  Tbt  GUiii 
and  ths  rcprefentative  of  fome  Of  Shakfpeare's  chaiadeis. 
He  was  the  ftrvant  of  AuguAine  Phillips,  in  May  1605^ 
and  was  deemed  worthy  <A  a  legacy  of  thirty  (hillings  in 
gould.  He  became  manager  of  the  Cock[»e  theatre,  in 
Drury-lanc^  in  the  y^r  1674,  and  conttwed  iiidtac  fisdon 
till  his  deathj  in  1638-9.  I  have  not  fiiund  bis  will  io  tbe 
prerogative- o£cej  nor  any  adminiHration  to  bis  dtate. 
He  was  fuccecdedj  as  manager  of  dw  King  and  Queen's 
company  in  Drury-lane,  on  the  27th  of  June  1640,  bjr 
William  D'Avenaot,-  gentleman. 

I  pofedf 
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pofe^,  that  Cooke  reprefented  the  lighter  fe- 
males of  Shakfpearc's  dramas.  Thus  far  Mr* 
Malone.  Alexander  Cooke  was  recollected, 
in  1605,  as  a  fellow  by  Auguftine  Phillips,' 
and  diilinguiflicd  as  an  intimate,  by  a  legacy. 
He  outlived  Phillips  nine  years.  On  the  3d 
of  January  i6J4.  he  wrote  his  will,  with  his 
own  hand,  though  he  was  "  fick  of  body  ;*' 
appointing  his  wife  his  (tt)  cxecutriar,  and" 
Heminge:^,  and  Cundal,  and  Caper,  his  over* 
feers  of  it :  He  died,  in  April  1614;  leaving 
his  wife,  pregnant ;  and  a  Ion,  Francis  j  and  a 
daughter,  Rebecca.  I  fubjoin,  in  the  note, 
a  copy  of  his  will ;  for  it  contains  fome  cu- 
rious particulars  (v). 

NICHOLAS 

(u)  The  name  of  his  wife  is  ndther  mentioned  in  his 
will,  nor  in  the  probat  o{  it ;  when  Oie  was  authorized,  by  the 
prerogative  .court,  to  aft  as  executrix. 

(v)  The  Will  of  Alexandek  Cooke,  cxtra&ed  from 
the  regifter  of  the  prerogative-court  of  Cajitcrtiury :  It  !• 
now  printed,  as  he  pointed  it  himfelf : 

In  the  Name  cf  the  Father  the  Sonne,  and  the  holyGholle 
1  Alexander  Cooke,  fick  of  body  but  in  perfed  minde,  doe 
with  mine  owne  hand  write  my  laft  Will  and  Teftamenc 
Firil  I  bequeathe  my  Soule  into  y*,  hands  of  God  my  dejir 
Sariour  Jefus  Chrill  who  bought  it  and  payd  for  it  deeily 
w**.  his  blond  on  y*.  croffe  next  my  body  to  y*.  Earthe  to  be 
buryed  after  the  maaer  of  Chriftian  buryjUl  Item  I  do  give 
aod  bequeath  unto  my  Srauie  Fnncis  (he  Sone  of  Fifty 
poonds 
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—  l^ICHOLAS  TOOLEY  — 
Was  alfo  another  of  the  unnamed  ajfociates 
of  Shakfpeare,  Burbadge,  and  Hemings,  at 
^he  Globe  j  and  was  one  of  the  original  a<Sors 
of  Shakfpeare's  chara^ers  ;  He  too  reprefent- 
ed  women,  as  early  as  1589,  and  afted  Ro^pe 
in  Tarlcton's  Piatt  oftbs  Seven  Deadlie  Sinns: 
He  performed  in  7he  Alcbcmijt,  in  the  year 
1610. 

pounds  to  be  delivered  to  hi,Ti  at  the  Age  of  One  an  twenty 
yeercs  Item  I  doe  Give  and  bequeathe  unto  my  Daughter 
Rebecca  the, Some  of  Fiftye  pounds  allfo  to  be  delivered  to 
hir  at  the  Age  of  Scavcnteenc  years  or  at  hir  day  of  Mariagc, 
which  it  QihH  plcafe  God  to  bring  firfte,  which  Somes  of 
Money  are  bothe  in  One  purfe  in  my  Cubcrd  Item  I  doe 
Give  and  Bequeathe  unto  the  Chilis  which  my  Wife  now 
gocth  with,  the  Some  of  Fiftye  pounds  allfo,  which  is  in 
the  hand  of  my  fellowcs  as  my  Qiare  of  the  flock  to  be  de- 
livered if  it  be  a  boy,  at  one  and  twenty  yeres,  if  a  Girle, 
at  Seaventeene,  or  day  of  Maryage,  as  before  all  whiche 
Somes  of  Moneyes,  I  doe  intreate  my  Mafter  Hemings, 
M'  Cundel),  and  M'  Ffances  Caper  ( for  God's  caufc)  to 
talce  into  their  hands,  and  fee  it  (allyc  put  into  Grocers 
Hall,  for  the  ufc  and  bringingc  up  of  iny  poore  Orphants 
Item  I  doe  further  give  and  be«}ueathc  unto  my  Daughter 
Rebecca  the  Windowe  cufhens  made  of  needle  worke 
together  withe  y'.  Window  cloathe  Court  Cuboard  Cloathe, 
and  Chimtveye  Cloathe,  being  all  bordered  about  with  needle 
worke  futablc,  and  Greene  iitke  fringe  If  any  of  my  chil- 
dren, dye  ere  they  come  to  age,  my  will  is  y'.  the  Survivcrs 
Iball  have  there  pwte,  equallye  divided  to  y*.  laft  If  all  my 
Children 
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1610.  •'  'Thus  much  from  Mr.  Malonc; 
Tooley  J  fufpeft,  from  fome  expreffions  in 
his  wiU,  had  been  the  apprentice,  or  the  fer- 
vant,  of  Richard  Borbadge  {iv),  -  Tooley  was 
remembered  by  Auguftine  Phillips, -a«  a.fellowi 
and  diftinguifhed,  by  a  legacy.  He  played  his 
part,"  as  a  wltnefi,  in  the  laft  fcehe  of  Richard 
Burbadge's  life,  ■  when  f&e  Rofchts  of  that  age 

Children  dye  ere  they  come  to  age,  my  wijl  is  diat  my 
Brother  Ellis  or  his  Children  {haU  have  One  halfe  of  at), 
the  other  halfc  to  be  thus  divided,  to  my  five  fillers,'  or 
dieire  Childmi  tenn  pounds  apeece  amongft  them,  my 
Brother  John's  daughter -other  tenne  pounds,  .y'.  reft  to  my 
Wite  if /he  live  then,'i.f  not  to  Ellis  and  his»  If  my  brother 

.  EUis  dye  ere  ihiSi  and  leave  no  Cliilde  of  his  body,  njy-will 
is,  it  fhall  all  be  equally  diftrlbu ted  amongll  my  Sillers  and 
Ac  Children  of  there  bodys,  only  my  Wlve's  parte  referred 

'  if  fhe  live  :  My  Wife  paying  alt  charges  of  my  buriall 
per^ming  my  Will  in  every  poyncc  as  I  have  fet  downs 
my  will  is  {he  fball  injoy  and  bemy  full  and  lawful!  Executrix 
All  my  Goods,  Chattels,  Movables  debbts,  orwhacfoever  is 
Dune  in  all  the  worldc///  This  is  tay  laft  Will  and  Tefta- 
ment  /    In  Witnefs  whereof  I  have  fee  to  my  hand  January 

-  the  diird  1613:     By  me    Allex :  Cooke : 

[This  will  was  proved  on  the  4th  of  May  1614,  by 
the  relift,  whofe  name,  however,  is  not  mcntionsd  in  tha 
pFobat.] 

(w)  Tooley  bequeathed  legacies  to  the  fiflcr,  and  daugh- 
ter, of  "my  late  Mr.  [Mafter]  Burbadgc,  deceafsd;"  And 
he  repeated  this  form  of  expreffion,  wliich  Ihows  a  grateful 
rciDembrance  of  his  eld  majier. 

G  g  made 
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made  liis  w01»  ok  the  t2tb  of  March  i6^. 
Tooley  madt  his  own  wiU>  on  the  jd  of  June 
1623  ;  appointing  Cuthbert  Burbadgc,  and 
Henry  CandaU  his  executes.  He  died,  fooa 
after,  in  the  houfe  of  Cuthbert  Burbaidge,  ia 
HolTWell-ftreet ;  to  wbofe  wife,  Elizabeth, 
the  tcAator  left  a  legacy  of  ten  pounds  "  as  a 
**  remembrance  of  his  love,  in  refped  of  her 
**  motlwrly  care  of  him."  Tooley  appears, 
plainly,  to  have  been  a  benevolent  man. 
While  he  buftled  in  the  ivorld,  he  did  mat^ 
kind  ads :  And,  when  he  could  no  longer  a<ft, 
he  left  confiderable  legacies  to  the  poor  of  the 
two  parities  of  St.  Leonard's  Shoreditch,  and 
of  St,  Giles's  Cripplegate,  which,  adrainifter 
to  the  comfort  of  the  needy*  even  to  the  pre- 
fent  day.  He  was  buried,  as  the  pariHi  raf- 
ter proves,  on  the  5th  of  June  1623,  in  St. 
Giles's,  Cripplegate  (x). 

WILLIAM 

(*)  NicnoLAi  TooLEY'sWiLLtCXtraficd  from  the  re- 
gifiiy  of  die  prerogative  court  of  Canterbury :  As  it  con- 
uip>  tome  unknown  j^irticalars  of  players,  tt  maybece' 
gardedas  curious : — ^In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  I  Nicholas 
Tooley  of  London  Geatlemui  being  fidce  in  body  but  ai 
fttfeSt  tnynd  and  mcmoHe  pntfcd  be  God  therefore  do* 
make  and  dedare  this  my  lafl  Will  and  Teftaoient  iBrormc 
A>Boiri)^  diat  is  to  lay  Firft  I  contend  my  Soulc  into  the 
buds  of  Almighcie  God  the  Father  trufting  and  iflitrcdic 
5 
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—  WILLIAM  KEMPE ' 

This  player,  who  danced  through  life  on 

tight  foHtafikk  toe,  it  neither  mentioned  in  the 

licerile 

beleevjng  that  hy  the  mcntts  of  the  precious  death  aod  paf- 
Gocrof  his  only  Sonne  and  my  only  Loc^  ^nd  Saviour  JefuS 
Child  I  fhali  obtaine  full  and  free  pdon  and  forgivcnes  of 
«n  my  Sinnes  aiid  Ihall  enjoy  everlafting  life  in  the  Kiagdom 
of  Heaven  amoogH  the  eled  Children  of  God  My  Bodie  I 
committ  to  the  Earth  from  whence  yVcame  to  be  buried  in 
decent  manner  at  the  difcrecon  of  my  Executors  hereunder 
named  My  Worldlie  AibHance  I  doe  difpofe  of  as  follow- 
eth  Impris  I  give  unto  .my  good  friend  M%  Thoous 
Adams  preacher  of  God's  Word  whome  I  doe  cntreate  to 
preach  my  funerall  Sermon  the  Some  of  tcnn  pounds  Item 
I  doe  rekafe  and  forgive  unto  my  kinfwoman  Maiy  Cobb 
oi  London  widdowe  the  Some  of  Fyve  pounds  w^h  ilie 
oweth  tne  and  I  do  give  unto  her  the  Some  of  fyvc  poo^dl 
more  Item  I  do  releafe  aod  forgive  unto  her  Sonne  Peter  Cobb 
the  Some  of  Sixe  pounds  wh  he  oweth  me  Item  I  doe  give 
imo  her  Sonne  John  Cobb  the  Some  of  Sixe  pounds  Item 
I  do  give  unto  her  daughter  Margarett  Mofeley  the  Soowof 
Fyvc  pounds  Item  1  doe  give  unto  M".  Burbadge  the  Wife 
of  my  good  friend  M^.  Cutbert  Burbadge  (in  wholic  houfel 
doe  aowe  lodge]  as  a  remembnuice  of  my  love  in  refped  of  . 
ber  motherlie  care  over  me  the  Some  of  tenn  pounds  over  utd 
betides  fucb  Somes  of  Money  as  1  Iball  owe  unto  her  att  my 
deecafe  Item  I  dogive  unto  her  daughter  Elizabeth  Burbw|ge 
^  Maxey  the  Some  of  tcnn  pounds  To  be  payd  unto  her  owne 
{woper  hands  tberew''  all  to  buybcrfuch  thinges  as  ihe  (ball 
iJualcenuft  mfststowoarein  remembratKeofme  Andmy 
Gga  Will 
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liccnfe  of  1603,  J^y  King  James,  as  one  of  his 
fervants,  nor  recogni?ed  by  Auguftine  Phil- 


,  Will  is  that  an  acquictumunde^  her  only  band  andSealllbl 
be  a  fufficient  difcharge  in  Lawe  to  my  Executors  for  paTraent 

'thereof  to  all  intents  purpofesand  conftrucconsandas^lyu 
if  her  pretended  hufband  fhould  make  and  feale  die  fame  «** 

\  her    Item  Igiveto'Alict  Walker  the  Sifter  of  my  late  Mr. 

'  Burbadgedeccafed  the  Some  of  tenn pounds  tobepaydunio 
her  owne  proper  hands  therew"*  all  to  buy  her  fuch  thinges  u 
'{hefhallthinke  moft  meete  to  wcarc  in  remembrance  of  me 
And  my  will  is  that  an  acquittance  under  her  only  hand  suid 
Seale  flial  be  a  fufHcient  difcharge  in  Lawc  to  my  Executors 
for  the  payment  thereof  to  all  intents  purpofes  and  conflnic- 
tions  and  asfullyas  if  her  hu(bandfliou1dmakcandfealcCbc 
lame  w'''  her  Item  I  give  unto  Sara  Burbadge  the  daughter  cf 
myfaid  late  M'.RichardBurbadgcdeceafed  that  Someoftwcn- 

''  Cyandnynepoundsandthirteen{hiIIingsw*''isowcinguiitoaK 
by  Richard  Robinfon  to  be  recouved  decayned  and  difpoTedof 
by  my  Executors  hereunder  named  until  her  marriage  or  age 

■  of  twenty  and  one  ysars  (w'*"  fhall  firft  and  next  happen) 
w"'outanyal!owauncc  tobemadeofureotherwifethenaSdKjr 
in  dicir  difcrccon*  fliall  think  meete  to  allow  unto  her  Item 
I  give  unto  M".  Condell  the  wife  of  my  good  friend  M'- 

■  Henry  Condell  as  a  remembrance  of  my  love  the  Sum  of 
fyve  pounds  Item  I  give  unto  Elizabeth  Condell  the  daugh- 

•  ter  of  the  faid  Henry  Condell  the  Some  of  tenn  pounds  Ittm 
whereas  I  ftand  bound  for  Jofeph  Tayler  as  his  furety  foe 
payment  of  Tenn  pounds  or  thereabouts  My  wiH  is  that  mj 
Executors  fliall  out  of  my  Eftate  pay  that  dAt  for  him  and 
difcharge  him  out  of  that  Bond  Item  I  do  releafe  andiiv- 
pve  unto  Jdin  Underwood  and  Willm  Eccleflone  all  ftch 
Somes  of  Money  as  they -do  fevctallyowe  unto  me  ■  It« 
I  do  give  and  bequeath  for  and  towvds  die  ^tctuall  tctiefe 
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lips,  in'  1605,  as  one  of  his  Midws.    Kempe 

is  'Aid  to  have  been  the  fuccelTor  of  Tarleton, 

who 

.   oftiie  poorepeople  of  the  parUhe  of  S'.  Leonard  ia  Shoreditcbe-  ■  ■ 
intheConntyofMidd  under  the  CondiconbereuRdercxprefled 
the  Some  of  feurlcorepcunds  To  rcmayncas  aftockeinthe   : 
fame  parifli  and  to  be  from  tyme  (o  tyme  ymployed  by  the  ad  vtfe  ~ 
of  the  parfon  Churchwardens  Over  feers  fortbepooTeandVcfr* 
trymen  of  the  faid  priflie  for  the  tyme  being  or  the  greater    ■ 
nomber  of  them    In  fuch  fort  as  that  oneverie  Sunday  after 
Morningc  prayer  forever  there  may  out  of  die  encrcal«  t 
■w*"  fljall  arrife  by  the  ymploynieht  thereof  be  diftributed    : 
amongfl;  the  poorer  fort  of  people  of  the  fame  ptiibx  Thirtie 
and  two  penny  wheaten  loaves  for  their  reliefe  provided  all- 
waies  anil  my  will  &  mynd  is  that  yf  my  faid  gift  Oulbe  mif- 
imployed  or  negleScd  to  be  permed  in  ainc  wife  contrari« 
to  the  true  meaning  of  this  my  Will    Then  k  in  fuch  cale 
I  give  and  bequeath  the  iame  Legacte  of  Fourfcore  pouiub  ' 
for  and  towards  the  reliefe  of  the  poore  people  of  the  priflie  of 
S'.  Gyles  w'>>outCripplegate  London  to  beimployed  in  that* 
prifhe  in  ftwme  aforcfaid   Item  I  doe  give  and  bequeath  for 
and  towards  the  ppetuall  reliefe  of  the  poore  people  of  thc- 
faid  prifhe  of  S'.  Giles  without  CrippIe^K  Iiondon  under 
the  condicon  hereunder  expreiTed  the  Some  of  twenty  pounds 
To  remayne  as  a  flocke  in  the  fame  prifhe  and  to  be  from  tyme 
to  tyme  ymployed  by  the  advife  of  the  Churchwardens  Ovcr- 
fcers  for  the  poore  and  Veftrymen  of  the  fame  priflie  for  the 
tyme  being  or  the  greater  nomber  of  them  in  fuch  fort  as  that 
on  every  Sunday  after  Morninge  prayer  forever  there  may  be 
out  of  the  encreafe  wch  fliall  arrife  by  the  ymployment  diercof 
be  diftributed  amongll  the  poorer  fort  of  people  of  the  Jame 
priflie  Eight  penny  wheaten  loaves  for  their  reliefe  Provided 
alwraies  and  my  will  and  mynd  it  that  yf  my  &id  Gift  flialhe 
miiimployed  or  neglc^edi  to  be  ^formed  in  aiue  wife  con- 
G  g  3  trar  ic 
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wbo  was  buried  cm  the  3d  ef  September  i58Sf 

fts-wcdl  **  in  the  fftvour  of  her  Majefty  as  ia 

**  the 

tram'to^vtuiesmniageof  this  my  Wilt  Then andinfiid) 
cafe  IgtvcaDd.bequeith  the  fame  l«gacie  of  twenty  potaids 
for  and  Rumois'the  reliefe  of  the  puorn  poople  of  ^  laid 
priQuti  S*.  Ltomrd  in  Shoreditche  to  be  imploycd  in  that 
jmftie  in  forme  aforcfaid  ItCmmy  will  and  layndisand  Idoe 
nefeby  dtvife  la  appoynt  diat  all  and  finguler  the  legacies  bc- 
qitartbed  by  Ah  my  will  (for  paymentwhereof  no  ceitaine 
'  lyow  it-  odiecififeliautcd)  Ibalbe  truly  paydby  my  Executors 
baeundcr  named  w^n  ihe^Mce  of  one  yeare  att  the  fwtbell 
ncBt  after  my  deoMfe  All  the  left  and  refidue  of  all  and  llii. 
gular.  my  GckkU  Chattels  Leafes  Money  Oebtes  and  pTonaQ 
Eftatevbatfeeverand  wberefocrer  (tny  debtcs  legacies  and 
Famnill  duuges-  difcharged)  T  doe  ^ly  and  wholly  give  & 
bequealiiunM  my  afore  named  loving  friends  CulhbertBur- 
badgB-and  Henry  Condell  to  be  equally  dyvidcd  betweeiw 
diem  pte  and  pie  like    And  I  do«  make  name  and  conftitute 
th»  fiiid  Cudibnt  Buibadgc  amlHenry  Condell  the  Execu- 
toK  of  this  m^  loft  Will  and.Tcftamenc  And  I  doc  hereby 
revoke  ic  make  voyd  ^1  former  Wills  Teftaments  CodidUs 
L^acics  Executors  and  bequtAs  whatfocver  by  me  att  any 
tync  heretofore  nrede  named  given  or  afipoynCed  willing  and 
in^nding  tt&t  theis  [udtso»ly0\allllandand  be  taken  Tor  my 
lalV  Will  and  Tellamrnt  and  none  other  In  witncfs  where- 
of to  this  my  laft  Will  and  Teftament  contcjninge  foure 
Sheets  of  paper  wih  my  name  fubfcribed  to  everie  Ibeete  I 
liawe  ti:tt  my  Sealc  die  thiid  day  of  June  1623  And  in  the 
one  ajid  twratith  j'eare  of  the  R-jignc  of  o<'.  Sovcraignc  Lord 
King  James  &c  Nicholas  Toolcy  Signed  Srakd  pronounced 
and  declared  by  the  fuid  Nicolas  Ttnihy  the  'I  Vflator  as  his 
lait  Will  and  Tcflnnaent  on  the  day  and  yeavcs  above  wiitten 
inthcprceofusihemfcc  of. Anne Afplin  (lie  oiafkctrfMary+ 
Cober, 
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**  the  good  thoughts  of  the  general  audience." 

Hit  favour  with  both  arofe  iiom  his  power  of 

pleaiiDg. 

Ctdxr,  the  marke  oF  Joone  +  Boodi  the  mfce  of  Agnet 
Dowfon  the  mkc  of  E  B  Eliz^Kth  Boltmt  the  mEe  of  + 
Faidi  Eempfall  die  mkc  of  [label  Statiley  Hum:  Dffim  no- 
tary public  and  of  mc  Ro:  Dickens  Snrt.  unto  tlie  £ud  Notiuy 
Memorandum  that  I  Nlcbt^  Wilkinlbn  a^  1'ocA.e,y  of 
IxHidon  Gentleman  bare  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  thfis 
prets  by  the  name  of  Nicholas  Tooley  of  London  Gcntlctnan 
made  my  laft  Will  and  Teftament  in  writing  conteyninge 
fourofteccet  of  [^>er  with  my  name  ^Ucribcd  to  crecy  flKCce 
and  fealed  with  my  Scale  and  therdrr  havegivenand  bcqueadied 
divers  pfbna))  legacies  to  divers  plbns  and  for  divers  tiles  and 
ihcrefon;  have  made  named  and  condituted  my  lovinge  Jnends 
Cuthbert  Buibadgeand  HenjyCondell  die  Executors  aatbere- 
hy  may  more  at  large  appearc  nowe  for  the  ocplacoa  deetuig 
avoyiKng  &  determinscon  t^all  facb  ambiguidesdoubtes  fcni< 
pies  queftions  and  variances  about  the  valtdite  of  my  find  laft 
Will  as  may  arife  happen  or  be  moved  after  my  deoeafe  b/ 
rcafon  of  omiffion  of  my  name  of  Wilkiolbn  therein  1  doe 
therefore  by  this  my  prete  Codicii  by  the  name  of  Nicfaohw 
Wilkinfona^  Tooley  ratifieconfinne  and  approvemy  laid  laft 
Will  and  everic  gifte  legacye  and  bequeft  therein  exprelled 
and  die  Executors  diercin  named  as  fully  and  amply  to  all  m- 
tcnts  parpofes  and  conftrucons  as  If  I  had  byn  fo  named  in  my 
(aid  1^  Will  any  omiffion  of  my  &id  name  of  Wilkinfon  h» 
«iy  ikid  laft  Will  or  any  Icruple  doubt  queftion  variance  mif- 
interpretacon  cavill  or  milconftruccon  whatfoever  to  be  had 
moved  made  or  inferred  thereupon  or  thereby  or  any  other 
matter  caufe  or  thingc  whatfoever  to  the  contrarie  thereof  in 
any  wife  notwithftanding  And  I  doe  hereby  alfoe  fiirtherde- 
<lare  diatmjr  Wilt  mynd  and  meaning  is  that  this  my  prdt* 
G  g  4  Codicil 
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pleafingi  As  early  as  1 5S9,  his  comic  talents 
appear  to  have  been  highly  eftimated  by  thofe, 
who  were  proper  judges,  being  wits  them- 
felvc§  (.^)-  He  ufually  reprefented  the  chwnt, 
who  are  always  "very  rogues;  and,  like  Tarlcton, 
gained  celebrity,  by  his  extemporaliviti  whilft, 
like  other  clowns,  Kempe  raifed  many  a  roar 
by  making  faces,  and  mouths,  of  all  forts  (z). 

He 


Godidl  Ihalbc  by  al!  Judges  Magiflrates  and  other  plbns  in 
all  Courts  and  other  places  and  to  all  incenls  and  purpo&i 
expounded  conftnied  deemed  reputed  and  taken  to  be  as 
pte  and  pcell  of  my  laid  laft  Will  and  Tefhiment  As  witnels 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  fett  my  hand  and  Seal  the  tfaiide 
d^y  of  June  1623  and  in  the  one  and  twentieth  year  of  the 
Raigne  of  O^  Soveraigne  Lord  King  James  &c  Nicb(^ 
Wil^infon  als  Toolcy  (LSJ  Signed  Sealed  pronounced  & 
(Glared  by  the  faid  Nicholas  Willcinfon  als  Tooley  as  a 
Codicil  to  be  annexed  unto  his  laft  Will  and  Teftamenton 
the  daye  and  ycares  above  written  in  the  prefence  of  us  Se- 
mon  Drewc  the  mke  of  Ifabcll  I  S  Stanley  the  infcc  of  + 
Faith  Kempfull  Hum:  Dyfon  Notary  public  and  of  me  Rk 
Dickens  brvantimto  the  faid  Notary.— [It  was  proved  in  the 
preroRaiifc  court,  on  the  i7th.of  June  1624^  by  Cuthben 
Burbadge,  and  Henry  Cundal.] 

{y)  The  witty  Nafiie,  fpcaks  of  Kempe,  in  15S9,  as  iht 
comical  and  conceited  jeftm.ongcr,  and  vicegerent  general  10 
the  ghoft  of  Dicke  Tarkton,  [An  Almndjar  a  Ptiinl.] 

(a)  In  the  Cambnge  comedy,  callc- J  The  Rtturn  fmi 
J'eniaJ'uSyK.empe  is  introduced  perfoirrilly.  and  made  to  fay: 

«    i  TV  J 
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He  probably  pcrforaied  Launcb,  in  the  Tw9 
Gentlemen  of  Veronay  in  1595;  the  Grave- 
digger,  \n  Hamlet,  in  1596;  Lancelot, 
in  The  Merchant  of  Venice^  in  1598  j  and 
Touchstone,  in  As  you  like  it,  in  1600: 
He  appears,  from  the  quarto  plays  of  Shak- 
fpeare,  to  have  been  the  original  performer  of 
Peter,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet,  in  1595;  and 
of  Dogberry,  in  Much  ado  about  nothing,  in 
1600.  In  the  Cambridge  comi^dy,  called  .- 
The  Return  from  Pamqffus,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  written  about  the  yeaf  1602^. 
Burbadge,  and  Kempe,  were  perfonally  in- 
troduced, to  entertain  tbefcholars  at  a  hiv  rate. 
Kcmpe  feems  to  have  difappeared,  at  the  ac- 
cellion  of  King  James,  when  his  fellows  were  . 
rifing  to  higher  honours.     Perhaps,  as  a  vete- 

■ — ■'  1  \ras  oiice  at  a  Comedy  in  Cambridge,  and  there  I  law 
"  a  parafitc  make  facti  and  meuthi  of  ailforti,  on  THIS  FA- 
"  s H ION." — The  Cimbridge wit, wc fee conCdered ICemp,a» 
a  proper  coir.edianto  raifc  laughter  by  making  mouths  on  (j&tV 
fa/bion.  When  Burbage  hasinf^ru^ed  a  ftudcnt  howtoaft 
propcriy,  and  ceOs  him  : — "  You  will  do  well  after  a  while;" 
Kemp  takes  up  the  ftudent  thus:  "Now  for  you  j  methinlcs 
"  you  fiiould  belong  to  my  tuiiion;  and  your  face,  methinlcs, 
"  wouli  be  good  for  a  foolHh  mayor,  or  a  faalllh  juJlUt  af 
"  peace :  mark  tne." — And  then,  Kcmpe  goes  on,  to  reprc- 
fent  a.fo!iliJb  maytr ;  making  facn^  for  the  inftrui^ion  of  the 
Iludeiit. 

ran. 
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rtfs,  he  hfd  retired  from  **  tfac  k>athed  ftagc :" 
Feiihap3>  ae  amortal,  the  peftUence  of  1603  put  - 
aq  eod  to  Keoipe's  nine  days  wonder.  He  wa« 
certainly  de^d,:  in  1 6 1  $»  when  his  epitaph  was 
published  :-r- 

*t  Tbeji)  aU.  Ay  triuiiq)Iu*  fraught  with  flnins  of  mirthi 
^  Shall  be  cag'd  up  within  a  chcft  of  earth  { 
**  Shall  bel  they  are:  thou  haft  danc'dthceout  ofbreath, 
**■  Anclnovtmiitinakc  thy  parting  dance  witii  death  [a]." 

Bbibrs  ^  year  1609,  Kempe  had  vaniOied 
fHHn  ^a  puUic  eye ;  as  we  may  infer  from 
7be  GuPs  Hornbooke  i  although  not,  that  he 
was  dead,  as  Mr.  Malone  decides  fi-oni  GuTs 
aa&ority  :  For>  Kempe  may  have  only  retired 
from  the  icene.  When  Auguftine  Phillips 
with  ibnd  recolleftion,  remembered  fo  many 
trf'  bisfeliows,  in  May  1605,  he  did  not  re- 
member Kempe  :  Yet,  at  the  fame  hour, 
Phillips  forgot  Lowen  alfOf  who  outlived  him 
more  than  fifty  years. — Amidft  fo  much  un- 
certainty, I  have  afcertained  an  important  faft, 
tjiat  on  the  2d  of  November  1603,  one  Wil- 
liam. Kempe  was  buried,  in  the  cemetery  of 
St.  Saviour's,  Southwark  (^).  Conlidering 
every 

.  {a)  Bra'iihwayte*^  Remauis. 

(/■I  The  parifii  regifter  merely  Hates;—"  16031  Novero- 
"  b^  2(J  Wiliam  Kempe,  a  man.",  {was  buried.]  Theftu- 

piditj 
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every  circumftance,  the  time,  the  place,  the 
pericxi,  Ae  name,  the  previous  pcobabili^^ 
i  have  little  doubt;  bat  that- WillLm  Kempe,  . 
the  vicegerent  0^  Tarleton,  was  then  cageJ  up 
•wkbin  a  cbeji  of  earth.  1  have  not  found  any 
will  of  Kempe«  nor  any  adniiaiftration  to  his 
effeif^s,  in  the  prerogative-office. 

Kempe  was  an  author,  as  well  as  au  aftor  (c): 
Yet, 

pidityttf  the  parilh  cleric  has  thus  Left  a  fiigbt  doubt,  who  fiWr 
man  wu.  There  were  buried  in  the  &me  cemoteiy,  on  Ac 
19th  of  Deceotber  1603,  Mary  Kempe,  it  woman;  on  tfae 
13th  of  February  i60y  Cicetye  ICempe,  a  cktld.  There  ap- 
pears, however,  in  the  parilh  regiftcr  of  St.  Bartbolomew, 
Ac  Left,  the  marriage  of  WiUiam  Kempe  unto  Annis  How* 
ari,  on  the  lotfa  of  February  160^  -y  but^  without  any  fur- 
ther nMtco  of  this  coupk,  or  their  ifTue.  On  die  other 
h^nd,  none  of  the  parifli  clerics,  within  the  billsof  mortali^, 
have  found  the  burial  of  uny  other  William  Kempe,  though 
I  offered'them  a  fuitablc  rewaidi'for  a  diligent  feardi.  On 
the  whole,  it  feems  to  me  more  than  probable,  itai  WilUam 
Kempe,  the  fuccelToT  of  Tarleton,  was  carried  off  the  ftage^ 
by  the  plague  of  1603.  I  have  laughed,  in  a  foregoing  page, 
at  the  decifion  or  dogmatifm  on  the  mere  authority  of  lit 
GuP)  Himhoei,  with  regard  to  the  true  date  of  the  death  of 
Kempe,  which  it  is  fo  difficult  to  afcertain ;  and  which,  al^ 
the  moft  a3ive  inquiries,  cannot  be  pofitivety  fixed.  It  is 
unneceflary  to  add,  that  if  the  death  of  Kempe,  in  1603,  be 
admitted,  as  a  fiift,  any  document,  which  mentions  him,  as 
being  alive,  atafabfequent  period,  muft  be  equally  ackno\^ 
ledged  to  be  fpurious. 

(()  On  the  7ih  of  September  1593,  there  was  entered  in 

the 
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Yet,  he  was  as  illiterate,  probably,  as  he  was, 
certainly,  jocofe.  The  Cambridge  fcboJars 
•laughed  at  bis  grofs  illitcrature.  In  The  Re- 
turn from  Pamajfus  Kempe  is  made  to  lay  to 
Burbadgc :  **  Few  of  the  univcrfity  pen  plays 
**'wcn  ;  they  fmcll  too  much  of  that  writer 
"  Ovidt  and  that  writer  Metamorpbqfii,  and 
'* "  talk  too  much  of  Profcrpina  and  Juppiter." 
"Pbilomufm  fays  fneeringly:  **  Indeed  Mafter 
•*  Kempe  you  are  very  femous :  ■  but,  that  is  as 
"  well  .for  works,  in  prints  aa  your  part  in 
"  cue."  There  was  a  fentimcnt  then  affigned 
to  Kempe,  which  was  known,  perhaps,  to  be 
his  real  opinion,  that,  it  is  better  to  make  a  fool 
of  the  world,  as  I  have  done^  than  like  you 
fcholars,  to  i>e  fooled  of  the  world.  The  publi- 
cation of  The  Qrchejlra  of  Davis,  and  The 
J.igg  of  Kempe,  about  the  fame  time,  fur- 

thc  Stationers'  books,  A  Coniedic  entitled  "  J  Knack  hna  tt 
"  inew  a  Knavt,  newly  fet  forthe  as  it  has  been  fundrie 
"  times  plaied  by  Ned  Allen  and  his  company,  with 
"  Kempe's  applauded  Tae.Tur[icntQfTheMtn9fGstham." — 
Kcmpc's  Ntvi  Jigg  BfThtKiuhen-Jiuffvioimn  was  entered 
in  the  Stationers' books,  in  1595;  and  alfo  "  Kcmpe's  iVfiv 
"  J'iS  betwixt  a  Souldier  and  3  Mifer  and  Sym  ihc 
*'  Clowne," — In  1600,  there  was  publifiied  "Kcmpe's  Atm 
".^ayt  wani/rr  performed  in  adauncc  fiom  London  to  Nor- 
*'  wich  written  by  himfelfe  to  latislic  his  friends."  In  thofe 
days,  the  word  jigg  lignificd  3- fane,  as  weli  as  a'  daunce. 

niHicd 
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nithed  Marfton  the  fatirift,  in  1599,  wlthan 
.  opportunity  of  joining  Davis,  Kempe,  and  peo- 
haps  Shaklpeare,  in  tho  iame  laugh  againll 
them : — 

Prayfa  but  Orchejira^  and  thc^'pping  arty 

You  fliall  commaund  him ;  .feith,  you  have  his  hart, 

Even  cap'ring  in  your  fift.     A  hall,  a  hall; 

Koome  for  the  fphereSj  the  orbes  celcftUU 

Will  ijauncc  Ktn^t'i  Jigg :    Thcy'le  reue/  with  neate   ' 
jumps; 

A  vrorthji  poet  hath  put  on  their  pumps  (d). 
Such  were  the  patentees  of  Kirtg  James ; 
and  fuch  the  aflbciates,  who  were  adopted, 
among  the  r.oyal  fervants ;  and  though  they 
were  not  named  in  the  licenfe  of  1603,  yet 
were  the  original  actors  of  Shakfpeate's  cha- 
raflcrs.  We  have  feen,  upon,  the  acceflibn 
of  King  James,  t/:ree  companies  cftabUfhed, 
by  collefting  the  difcarded    fervants  of  the 

(i)  1'lie  Scourge  e/FUlanie,  1599,  fign'  H.  3.  b.  This 
is  !iir  John  Davis,  the  attorney-general  of  Ireland,  who 
\prote  the  two  celebrated  poems,  M/ce  Tiipfum;-  and  the  Or- 
ihiflra,  in  praife  of  dancing  :  I  obferi'e,  that  Mr.  Malone 
fomctimes  confounds  Sir  John  Davis,  with  Davis,  the  q>i- 
grammatift,  who  was  a  very  difierent  peribn. :  [Shaid^.Tol. 
i.  part  ii.  p.  6^-66.]  Sir  John  Davis  is  the  iirll  of  our 
poets,  who  rtafoned  in  rhime ;  yet  the  palm  of  Ugical  poetry 
has  been  afligned,  by  Johnfon,  to  Drydenj  though  the  lau- 
reate of  James  ii.  can  boaft  of  nothing,  which  is  comparable 
to  the  Nofce  ftipfum  of  Davis,  for  cancattnaika  of  argumentj 
and  fubtilty  of  thought.  .  ; 

fcvcral 
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Ffeveral  noblemen.  At  the  epoch  of  Shak- 
■^>eare*8  deaths  there  were,  probably,  fiat  com- 
panies rf  players  in  London :  viz.  The  King's 
lervants,  who  performed  at  The  Globes  and  in 
the  Blackfriars  *  the  Queen's  fervants,  who 
a6£d  at  'the  Red  BuUf  and  became  afterwards 
diftinguiihed  as  the  Children  of  the  Revels  j 
the  Prince's  ferrants,  who  played  at  Ithe  Cur- 
taine  j  the  Palfgrave's  fervants,  Who  'exhibited 
at  l^be  fortune  i  and  the  Lady  Elizabeth's 
.fcrrants,  who  performed  at  the  Cockpit,  in 
Drury-lane.  During  the  lame  period,  there 
^were  feven  regular  playboures,  including  three 
pQ  the  Bankfide  \  the  iSwjff  ;  the  Rofe ;  and  tbe 
Hope ;  which,  however,  were  not  much  frc- 
5juented,  and,  early  in  the  reign  of  James,  fell 
into  difufe  :  Yet,  one  Rofleter  obtained  a  pa- 
tent, under  the  great  feal,  for  ere^ing  a  p'ay- 
faou£e,  vfti&out  tbt  lihef-tiet  of  London ;  and  by 
virtue  thereof,  proceeded  to  convert  the  honfe 
of  Lady  Sanclair,  on  Puddle-wharfi;  into  a 
theatre.  Tbe  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  were 
alanned  :  They  confidered  this  meafure,  as  an 
-infringement  of  their  jurifdiftion  ;  and  feared 
the  interruption  of  public  worfhip,  on  t&e 
meek  d^i,  from  its  nearnefs  to  a  church. 
Tbefe  confiderations,  upon  complaint  made 
to  them,  induced  the  privy-council  to  deter- 
mine* 
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imne,  that  do  pkyboufe  dvavM  be  brewed  in 

■chat  .pUcc  {e).    But,  It  is  always -moreea^ it» 

.   Fcfolv^ 

(<)  An  order  was  iOUed  to  that  effed,  on  the  26th  of 
Scptenber  1615,  in  the  following  terms  :  — 

*•  Whereas  complaint  was  oiade  to  diis  board  by  die 
*  Lord  Mayor  and  alderaien  of  the  city  of  London,  That  f 

f*  one  Rofleter  and  others  haviag  obtained  licenle  under  the  -' 

**  greatfealof  England  for  the  buildingofaplayboufe  have  ■ 

**  pulled  down  a  great  meiTInge  in  Puddle-wharf  «4iich  was 
**  Ibmetinies  the  houfe  of  Lady  Sanclers  within  the  precbifl  ( 

"  of  the  Blackfryers,  are  now  ereiSing  a  new  pUy-houfs  in  \ 

■*  that  phce,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  inconTenience  of  ^ 

**  the  government  of  thatcity.    Their  Lordlhips  bought  fft  ^ 

*t  to  fend  for  Rofleter,  to  bring  in  his  Ictten  patents  wbidi  *~ 

•*  being  feen  and  perufcd  by  the  Lord  Chief  Jufticc  of  Eng-  ■    1 

**.iand  [Colce].  For  as  much  as  the  inconvenience*  urgtd 
**  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  were  mai^  and  of  fome  ' 

"  confequeiice  to  tjielr  government,  and  fpecially  for  that  ', 

**  the  laid  playhoufc  would  join  fo  near  unto  die  chuTchJn  * 

**  Blackfryers  as  it  would  dlllurband  interrupt  the  congrega' 
**■  tionat  divine  fovice  upon  the  weok  days.  And  that  the  Lord 
«  Chief  Judice  did  deliver  to  their  Lordihips  that  the  lict^t 
"  granted  to  the  fald  Roffeter^  did  txtind  to  the  buil£ng  sfa 
"  piaybeufi  WITHOUT  the  libtrt'uj  »f  LondsH,  and  aotwitbii* 
'*  the  city.  It  was  this  day  ordered  by  their  Lordfliipi,  ^at 
*'  there  Ihall  be  no  playhoufe  erected  in  that  place,  and  that 
"  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  Iball  ftraldy  prohibit  and  for- 
**  bid  die  laid  Rofleter,  and  the  reft  of  the  patentee^  and 
"  their  workmen  to  proceed  Ln  the  making  and  txmvertvig 
(*  die  &id  bulldii^  iotoaplayhoufe  :  And  if  any  of  the  ;pa- 
^  tentees  or  their  wprkmen  IhaU  proceed  in  fheii  intended 
<•  buUdingcontrarytotbisdtfirLordflupsinhibition^thatthen 

"dM 
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Telblve,  than  to  eicecute.  Rofleter  fecms  oot 
10  have  been  terrified  by  the  threats  of  com- 
■mitment.  Notwithftanding  feveral  prohibi- 
tions, he  proceeded,  though  with  fome  inter- 
ruptions, to  execute  his  purpofe.  New  com- 
, plaints  were,  made;  and  frefli  orders  were 
.iiTued.  At  length,  in  January  1617,  the  Lord 
Mayor  was  direded  to  caufe  Roffeter's  play- 
houfe  to  be  pulled  doivn^f).  Yet,  fuch  di- 
; regions,  are  feldom  executed,  unlefs  they  be 

. "  the  Lord  Mayor  JliaJl  commit  him  or  them  To  offending 
:  f  unto  prifon,  aad  certify  their  Lordlhips  of  their  contempt 
.  *'  in  that  behalf.  Of  which,  their  Lordiltips  order  thc&id 
**  Rofleter  and  the  reft  to  take  notice  and  conform  thcm- 
"  felves  accordingly,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  contrary  it 

■  «  their  peril."  , 

(/)  A  letter  was  written,  by  the  privy-council,  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  on  the  26th  January  161*,  in  the 

'  following  terms ; — 

"  Whereas  his  Majefty  is  informed  that  notwilhftand- 
•'  ing  divers  commandments  and  prohibitions  to  the  con- 
"  trary,  there  be  certain  perfons  that  go  about  to  fet  up 
«  a  playhoufe  in  the  Slacifryarsy  near  unto   his  Majefty's 

"  «  Wardrebtf  and  for  that  purpofe  have  lately  ere&ed  and 
*'  made  fit  a  building  which  is  almofl  if  not  fiiHy  finiflieij ; 
"  You  (hall  underftand  that  his  Majefty  hath  this  day  ei- 
(*  prefsly  figniiicd  his  pleafure,  that  the  fame  {hall  be  pulled 

■  "  down  i  fo  as  it  be  made  unfit  for  any  fuch  ufe.  Whereof 
«  wee  require  your  Lordfhip  to  take  notice,  and  to  caule  it 
(*  to  l>e  performed  accordingly  with  alt  Ipeed,  andthereupoa 
«  to  ccrtily  us  of  your  proceedings,"  • 

loud)/ 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


loudly  caHed  for,  by  the  public  voice.  At  tht 
general  pulling  doivn  of  playhoufes,  and  bear- 
gardetta,  in  1648,  Major  General  Skippon  was 
fent,  with  a  body  of  horfe,  to  afTiijt  the  kvel* 

But,  a  new  power  was  at  hand*  which* 
without  dire£Hon,  or  authority,  could  pull  t 
playhoufe  down  with  armipotent  fpeed.  **  Oh 
"  Shrove- tucfday,  the  fourth  of  March  16^ 
*'  iaith  Howes,  the  chronicler  (ftbe  times ^  many 
**  difordered  peribns,  of  fandry  kinds,  afiem- 
"  bled  m  Finfbiiry-ficld,  Stepney-field,  and 
'*  Lincoln^s-inu-fields;  and  in  riotous  manner 
"  did  beat  down  the  walls  and  windows  of 
*•  many  victualling  houfes,  which  they  fuf- 
**  peCted  to  be  bawdy  bouies :  and  that  af- 
"  ternoon  they  fpoiled  a  new  playhaufit.  93)^ 
"  likewiie  did  more  hurt  in  oth^r  places." 
It  was  the  playboufe  in  Drury-lane,  belong-' 
ing  to  the  Queen's  fervants,  which  was  thus 
fpoiled  {  though  the  caufe  of  tliis  outrage  doea^ 
not  appear.  This  foul  dijorder  was  deemed  of 
rf«e^waffjconfequcncc.  And  the  privy-coimeit 
direAed  the  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  ot 
London,  and  the  Juftices  of  Middlefex,  to 
boJd  a  fpecial  feilions  ;  iot  inquiring,  flrlAly, 

ig)  CotKvJouTiw],  23(1  Jiine  1648. 
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after,  the  offenders,  and  pUnifliing,  cxampb- 
riiy,.the  guilty  (-6). 

:,  -  Leaving 

{h)  The  {etter^  which  was  writMi,  oc  that  occafion,  is 
as  follows : 

**  It  is  not  unknown  unto  yoir  what  tumultubus  outrages 
«  were  jrftenfa/.contnitted  nea»  unto  the  city  of  London 
f.-vn  ivers  places,  hy  a  rowte  of  lewd  and  looie  perlbns 
«  apprentices  jApd  others,'  especially  in  LincolnVuiD  fieUs 
**  and  Drury-1aiie,"wherci  in  attempt  ng  to  pull  down  i 
**■  jJayhoufc'  belonging  to  the  Qyten's  Majefty's  rcrvants, 
^''the^wcredivitrs.p«T&ijs  Ihin  and  othen  hurt  and  wound- 
"  ed,  the  multitude  there  aiTembled  being  to  the  number  of 
,  "  many  thoufands  as  wc  are  credibly  informed.  Forafaiudi 
"  as  the  example  oFfoTour  and  infolent  a  diforder  may 
^  prove ofdangerouftconfequeneerf  this  ftwuld  efcapewich- 
"  out  (harp  puhiflinnnc.o£  the  principal  offenders  i  Wee  do 
"  therefore  in  bis  Majefty's  name  exprefely  j-equire  ytut 
*'  Lordfhip,  and  iJie  rel^  of  the  commilBoners  of  Oyer 
*'  and  Temiincr  for  the  city  of  London  and  county  of  Mid- 
*  dlefeXf  to  take  it  prefently  into  your  care,  to  hare  a  ftiiil 
'^  inquiry  iiiade  for  (uch  as  were  of  the  comptnys  »'  wcH 
**  apprentices  or  qt^exs,  and  forthwidi  to  bold  a  ^wcial  Scf- 
"'figi.sof  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  that  purpole,  and  there 
"  with  fevertty  to  proceed  againff  fuch  as  fliall  be  found 
"  oftatders  as  to  law  and  julVice  appertaintdt.  And  fiir 
*f  d^atit  wasaltboblervedthatamongft  this  crew  ofappren- 
**  dees  there  were  an  cxcfcding  great  multitude  of  vagrant 
"  rogues  gathered  together  as  there  are  always  about  this 
*•  city  ready  for  any  mifchief  upon  every  occalion  a  great 
«  difhoDout  and  fc^idal  to  the  government.  Wee  are  there- 
"  fore  to  recommend  that  alfo  unto  you  from  his  Majefty  u 
**  a  i^edal  charge,  that  you  do  think  uponlwie  coude>aiid 
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Leaving  thofe  dircdtions  behind  him.  King 
James  departed  for  Scotland,  on  the  14th  of 
March  i6-J4;  "  taking  fuch  recreations  "by  the 
**  way,"  fays  the  malignant  Wilfon, "  as  might 
**  hell  beguile  the  days,  but  lengthen  the 
**  nights ;  foi-  what  with  hawking,  hunting, 
"  and  horfe-racing  the  days  quickly  ran  away, 
"  and  the  mghts  with  fcafting,  mafking,iand 
**  dancing,  Were  the  more  extended."  Amid 
^k  dauncingt  and  d&ay.  King  James  had  three 
piays  adted  before  him,  for  preventing  hearts 
dijcontentt  znA  four  affiiBion  {i).  '     ^ 

-  '■■'  '-   ■  The 

'^  put  it  in  execution -proAnd^for  die  dilpatching  of  that 
"  fort  of  people  and  removing  of,  tlynn  far  from  about  the 
**  city  of  London  and  WeQminltec  aad  tlve  iFonHnes  thereof 
*  e^eciallj'  at  this  prefent,  when  his  Majefty  and  a  great 
**  part  of  his  council  are  to  be  abfenr  fbr  Co  long  a  time. 
"  And  as  providence anddifcrecioQ  doth  now  needfully  re- 
"■  quire,  fince  this  warning  is  given  you,  to  have  at  all  times 
"  hereafter  an  eye  and  watch  upon  the  apprentices  likawife, 
•*  who  by  this  experience  and  the  like  where  the  reins  of 
"  liberty  are  given  them,  are  found  apt  to  run  into  many 
<*  unfufterable  inlblenctes.  Touching  all  diefe  points  bi& 
**  Majefly  will  expert  a  flrii^  and  paxticular  account  from 
"  you  of  your  duties,  whereof  wee  wifti  you  may  acquit 
'*  yourfelves  as  hecometh  you."  £The  council-regifter  of 
the  5th  of  March  i6i*.] 

(i)  Oa  the  I  ith  of  July  1617,  there  iffuedjiwamuirfer 

payment  to  certain  players,  fbr  three  ilage-plaTS,  that  were 

H  h  2  aaed 
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The  reign  of  James  Taw  the  EnglUh  ftage. 
advance  to  Us  full  maturity,  and  to  the  greateft 
fpleadour ;  not  indeed  in  the  extcmil  fortn,  and 
fcenic  oeconomjf,  of  the  ancient^  cw'prefcnt  the- 
atres, but  in  inge^iuity  of  fable*  felicity  of  jiia^ 
Ictgue,  and  fuUimiiy  of  fiilc*  which  then  ani- 
mated tl\c  EngUfti  draoaas :  Such  were  the  hap- 
py productions  of  the  creative  gehuis  cf  Shak- 
fpeai-e  \  When  bis  influcDcc  was  withdrawn, 
by  his  Ktiremsnt  from  the  theatrick  world, 
the  fkge  a&  rapidly  declined,  till  it  was  totally 
fuppreffed,  by  violence,  ip  164S.  Owing  to  4 
KiBarkaMe  coincidence*  or  Angular  fatality,, 
the  ftage  was  deprived  of  its  principal  pillars* 
aboat  ^  &qnB  periof^  Alexander  Cooke  died* 
In  1614.  %akfpeare  cet&d  to  vrrite,  in  16  r5. 
Philip  IIenflDW>  the  great  patron  of  poets,  and 
of  players,  died  in  1616.  Edward  Allen  re- 
tire), alisoil  immediately  frc»n  the  Ban'kflde 
to  Duhvich.  On  the  13th  of  March  i6ff, 
Richard  Cowley  was  buried  in  St.  Leonard's* 
Shoreditch.  In  three  days,  Richard  Burbadg^ 
the  Viofiius  of  his  time,  followed  him  to  the 
(ame  cemetery,     Robert  Armin  departed  be- 

iSat^  before  his  MajeCly,  in  his  journey  to  Scotland^  fucfa 
fums  of  money,  as  is  ufiuil  in  die  like  kind. — The  fueb  fans 
l«R  probably  jC>  10,  foe  eKhpby.   [CouociUr^iftcr.] 

fore 
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fore  the  year  1622.    Nicholas  Toolcy,  died  ift 

1623.  Heminges,  and  Cundal,  feceded  from 
the  ftagCf  about  the  fame  time  j  iatiated  with 
praife,  rather  than  With  profit.  There  re- 
mained, ncverthelefs,  feveral  companies  of 
aftors,  who  can  icarcely  be  traced  in  the  ofa* 
fcure  annals  of  the  ilage,  as  when  little  has 
been  done>  lefs  can  be  related  1  And  the  fuc- 
ceflbrs  of  the  race  of  Shakfpeare  neither  illu- 
minated the  fcene,  by  their  brilliancy  of  ge- 
nius, nor  fupported  the  drama,  by  their  pow- 
crs  of  ading. 

,  Such,  then,  is  the  additional  Apology  which  the 
believers  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  the  equity  of 
this  court.  It  will  be  eafily  recolledled,  that 
they  are  accufed  ai  knowing  nothing  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  Jiage  ;  of  knowing  nothing  of  the 
hjjiory  of  Shakfpeare ;  oi  knowing  nothing  of  old 
hand-writing.  You  read  tbefe  accufationsy  and 
thefe  grievous  crimes,  committed  by  the  ring- 
leaders^  and  their  follower s^  in  almoft  every  page 
of  the  accu/ittg  Inquiry  {k).  Their  apology  is, 
that,  after  all  the  labours  of  their  accufer,  they 
have  produced  much  information  about  the 
ftage,  which  is  as  new,  as  it  is  important,  and 
koMa  forth  things  unknown  in  the  annals  of 

(i)  P.p.  3Sa— S63-4. 

H  h  3  the 
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the  theatre  (/).  Without  arrogating  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  Shakfpeare,  they  - 
have  added  fomething  to  it,  which  was  un- 
known before  ;  and  they  have  found  his  bro- 
ther Edmond  at  the  Globe,  though  he  had 
eluded  the  fcarches  of  Mr.  Malone.  Wjthout 
pretending  to  know  the  whole  fciencc  of  old 
hand-'writing,  they  have  fliown  fufficient  Ikill, 
at  leaft  in  the  reading  of  parilh-rcgiftcrs,  to. 
corredt  many  miftakes  of  their  accufer,  in  his 
aflertions,  and  dates.  Here,  might  the  be- 
lievers_^j«;  up  their  apology  in  meafurelefs  con- 
tent:  But,  as  their  grievous  crimes  feem  to 
admit  oi  nojfjadoivy  expiations^  in  the  judgment 
of  their  accufer,  the  believers,  with  the  perniif- 
fion  of  this  court,  will  advert  to  other  thea- 

(/)  They  refer  in  general  to  the  many  documents  which 
they  have  produce*]  from  the  public  archives.  The  will  of 
Shakfpeare  has,  indeed,  been  the  common  property  of  com* 
mentators,  fince  the  year  1 763.  Mr.  Malone  puhlilhcd  the 
nuncupative  will  of  Richard  ^Burbadge,  and  the  wills  of 
Heminge::,  Cundal,  and  Underwood  :  I  have  now  produced, 
liotwidiftanding  many  warnings,  that  r.o  oihtr  wills  ifplay- 
triy  in  Shaklpeare's  age,  could  be  fouru),  the  nuncupative 
will  of  Sly,  together  with  the  wills  of  Phillips,  Cooke,  and 
Tooley,  which  are  more  inftrudlive  than  thofc  of  Heminges, 
Cundal,  and  Underwood  ;  and  I  have  moreover  given  the 
fiibfiance  of  the  wilts  of  Pope,  and  of  Heiiflow ;  and  by  af> 
certaining  many  dates,  have  correiVed  feveral  errors  in  Mr. 
Maionc's  biflory  of  the  ftage, 
:  ',  Uical 
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trical  topicks,  which  may  incite  attention^  by 
their  newnefs,  and  repay  perfevci^nce,  by  their 
information  :  They  will,  therefore,  fubmit  to 
this  difcerning  court,  as  zfupplemental-dpologj, 
a  dramatical  lubjcft,  which  the  hiftorian  of  the 
ftage  has  fcarccly  touched  upon ;  and,  from 
its  novelty,  will  evince,  that  filf-fufficiencj 
may  proceed  from  inexperience,  at  the  end  of 
thirty  years  ftudy  :  It  will  hence  follow,  apo- 
hgetically,  that> — 

**  ^^^^^  Seeing  ignorance  is  the  curie  of  God  \ 

' '  KnoviUdgt  muft  be  th'  wing,  whereby  we  fly  to  heaven, " 

—  §x. 

■Of  the  master  of  the  REVELS. 

If  we  look  into  the  King's  houfehold  of 
early  times,  for  the  fuperintendant  of  the  royal 
paftimes,  we  (hall  fee  an  officer  of  high  dig- 
nity, and  extenfivc  power,  who  was  called,  in 
all  formal  proceedings,  Camerarius  Hojpitij,  and 
is  named,  in  the  aft  of  precedency,  the  King's 
Chamberlain  (a).  This  great  officer,  who  is 
called,  in  modern  times,  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, had  the  direftion,  and  controul,  of 
the  officers,  belonging  to  the  King's  cham- 
bers,  except  of  thofe  of  the   b^chambcr* 

{a)  31  Hen.  8.' eh.  JO. 

H  h  4  which 
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which  belongs,  exclufively,  to  the  Gro(»n  of 

the  Stole  J  and  of  the  officers  of  the  King's 
wardrobe,  in  all  the  King's  houfis :  The  Lord 
Chamberlain  had  alfo  the  fuperintendence, 
and  government,  of  the  King's  hunting,  and 
Revels  i  of  the  Comedians,  muficians,  and  other 
royal  fervants,  appointed  either  for  ufe,  or  re- 
creation {b) :  And  he  was  the  high  fuper- 
intendent  of  coronations,  funerals,  and  caval- 
cades. The  Lord  Chamberlain  was  of  courfe, 
by  the  original  conftitution  of  his  office,  the 
real  Mafier  of  the  Revels ;  the  great  direftor 
of  the  fports  of  the  court,  by  night,  as  well 
as  of  the  fports  of  the  field,  by  day.  This 
fovereign  jurifdidlion,  over  the  paitimes  of 
the  court,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  continues  to 
enjoy,  during  the  prefent  times ;  after  many 
changes  of  hitiioD,  and  fome  revolutions  of 
power. 

It  was  in  the  capricious  reign  of  Henry  8tb, 
who,  in  1543.  had  prohibited  by  adl  of  [c) 
parliament  religious  pailiinies,  that  a  cyon, 
ckped  the  Mafier  of  the  Revels,  was  firft  grafted 

{b)  CowcU  in  Vo. — QnmAtriatn  ;-»Laws  of  Honour, 
334:  And  lee  the  Houfehold-book  of  £dward  the  ivth, 
**  A  CHAMBERLAYNy«r  tht  King  in  houlebold,  the  grete 
*<  officer  fitting  in  tbe  Kinge's  ch^nber." 

[<■)  34-5  Hen.  8.  ch.  i. 

into 
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into  the  ancient  fiock.  When  wc  look  into 
the  houfehold  cAablinimeuts  of  prior  reigns, 
we  fee  nothing  of  fuch  an  officer.  In  1490, 
there  was  '  indeed  an  Abht  of  MifruU,  who 
was  iaid  to  have  well  performed  his  ofBce  } 
BuVhe  feems  to  have  been  merely  a  prede- 
ceflbr  of  the  Lord  of  Pajimes  of  fubfequent 
times  J  a  perfonage,  who  was  only  appointed 
for  the  occafion,  at  great  feftivals,  to  incite 
mirth,  by  the  effuiions  of  his  wit,  and  to  re- 
ilrain  revelry,  by  the  excrcife  of  his  pru- 
dence (*/).  In  the  eftablifliment,  which  Henry 
the  8th  made  of  his  houfehold,  in  the  17th  of 

{d)  There  is  a  curious  parage  in  Stow's  Ijondoa  [Strype's 
«dit.  1754,  vol.  i.  p.  304]  which  gives  a  particular  account 
<rf  dw  Lord  if  Mijruk  ;— 

"  Firft — In  tbe  Feaft  of  ChriDnus  there  was,  in  the 
**  King's  Houfe,  wherefoever  Ue  was  lodged,  a  LardofMif- 
**  rule,  or  Mafttr  of  Mirry  Difporis  ;  and  the  like  had  yt 
"  in  the  houfe  of  every  Nobleman  of  Honour,  or  good 
**  Worihip,  were  he  fpiritual,  or  Temporal.  Among  the 
•*  which,  the  Mayor  of  London,  and  eitlier  of  the  Sheriffs, 
**  had  their  feveral  Lards  af  MifruU,  ever  contending  with- 
•*  out  quarrel,  or  ofFeiicc,  who  ftiould  make  the  rareil  paf- 
«  times  to  delight  the  beholders,  Thefc  Lords  beginning 
'*  their  rule  at  AlboUand  Eve,  continued  the  fame  till  the 
**  morrow  after  the  Feaft  of  the  Purificatim,  commonty  ■ 
<*  called  Candltnut  Day :  In  all  which  fpace,  there  were 
i^  fine  and  fubtle  Diiguifmgs,  Maiks,  and  Mummericf,  with 
**  playing  at  Cards  for  Counters,  Nails,  and  Points,  more 
*'  for  ^aftimcs,  than  for  gnin." 

§  his 
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his  reign,  [1525]  and  which  he  afterwards 
augmented,  we  fee  not  a  trace  of  the  Mafitr 
ef  tbg  lUvelsi/).  It  was  in  the  year  1546, 
while  William  Poulet,  Lord  St.  John  of  Ba- 
Jing,  was  Lord  Chamberlain,  that  the  office  of 
Mafier  of  the  Revels  was  created.  The  origin 
of  the  word  i&  as  uncertain,  as  the  nature  of 
the  thing  has  hitherto  been  obfcure.  "Revels," 
fays  Miniheu, "  feemeth  to  be  from  the  French 
*'  Reveiiler,  exdtari  to  awaken,  or  to  be  raifed 
"  from  fleep ;  and  fignifieth,  with  us,  fports 
"  ofdauncing,  mafliing,  comedies,  tragedies, 
•'  and  fuch  like,  ufed  in  the  King's  houfc, 
"  the  houfes  of  [the  inns  of]  court,  or  of 
"  othei  great  perfonages{y)."  Skinner  fol- 
lows the  derivation  of  Minfheu  j  but  Lye  de- 
rives the  word  revel  from  the  Dutch  raveelen, 
to  rove  about,  which  is  much  countenanced, 
fays  Johnfon,  by  the  old  phrale  ravel-rout,  or 

(f)  See  a  collection  of  ordinances  and  regulations  for  (he 
government  of  the  royal  hourehold,  which  were  printed  bjr 
me  Antiquary  Society,  in  1790. 

(/)  Quidt  to  lit  Tmgues,  1617,  in  Vo.  RivtU.    Min- 
flieu  has  te  revel,  or  riot ;  a  rtvelUr^  or  roiller  ;   rioter, 
fwaggerer,  glutton.    Skelton  has  die  following  lines,  wiuch 
are  quoted  by  W^iton,  as  nervous,  and  manly : 
"  Rjet  and  RtvtU  be  in  year  Court  roulei, 
"  MayotenauKce  and  MiCchefe  ihelc  be  men  of  ojrghl^ 
f  Extorcyoa  of  you  s  cuaoicd  for  «  koyght." 

tun^ultuous 
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tumultuous  feflivity.  The  ijhing,  and  the  werj, 
wrere  both  pcrfedly  known  to  Shakfpeare : — 
Sir  Ai^rew  lays:  "I  delight  in  ffx^f,  and  rtveist  fbmetimef 

sJtogcther." 
Sir   Toby  afks:     "Art    djou    good    at    thcfc  JtUi/awSf 

It  was  in  1 546,  that  Sir  Thomas  Cawcfden, 
who  appears  in  the  houfehold  eftablifliments 
of  1525,  as  a  gentleman  of  the  privy  (^), 
chambei',  was  appointed  to  the  office .  of 
Majier  of  the  {i)  Revels -^  "  officium  magijlri 
**  jocorum,  revelorum,  et  mafcorumt"  vulgarly 
called,  fays  the  patent,  revels^  and  majks, 
Henry  the  eighth  might  have  now  iaid:-— 

it  — Go  Cavrerdenj 

«  Stir  up  the  Londiiiiau  youth  to  merriments | 
"  Awake  the  pert,  and  nimble  fpirit  of  mirthj 
**  Turn  melancholy  forth  to  fiinerals ; 
"  That  pale  companion  is  not  for  our  pomp." 

At  that  epoch,  our  pallimes  were  rather  joy- 
ous, than  delicate;  our  dramas  were  yet  un- 
formed j  and  our  adlors  were  but  children. 
Henry  the  8th,  who  thus  eftabhfhed  a  parti- 
cular officer,  as  "  his  ufual  manager  of  mirth," 

[g)  Kicifavj,  fays  Johnfon,  is  a  corruption  of  the  French 
quclque  chofe;  fcancthing  fiititaftical,  or  ridiculous. 

(A)  Houfihold  Ord'mancei,  publiQicd  in  1790,  p.  165, 
and  169,  wherein  he  is  called  Camrdin  j  fo  difficult  is  it,  in 
eU  writings,  to  diftinguifli  the  n  from  the  b  ;  and  in  p.  2 16, 
he  is  called  Garden;  fo  little  cofrcfpondenct  was  there,  in 
thofe  times,  between  the  fp^lling,  and  the  pronunciation. 

(/)  Rym.  Feed.  tom.xv.  p,62.  jj^^j 
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had  the  iame  eftabliniment,  as  his  ikther  bad, 
of  players,  and  [i)  muiicians.  who  contriba- 
ted,  according  to  their  feveral  faculties,  to  ex- 
hilarate his  court,— 

*•  By  pomp,  and  fcaft,  and  revelij, 
**'With  mafl:,  and  ancick  pageantry." 

The  court  of  Edward  the  Sixth  was  too 
much  occupied  with  religious  reform,  or  am- 
bitious projefls,  to  reli(h  much  the  captivating 
plcafures  of  andci  pageantry.  Yet,  during 
the  youthful  reign  of  Edward,  there  was  fome- 
timcs,  at  Chriftmas,  a  Lord  of  Paftimes,  and 
at  other  times,  a  Lord  of  Mifrulei  whofe 

[k)  ThefoUewing  eflaMifhrnent,  from  a  document  in  the 
Paper-effiee^  «nll  enable  US  to  form  a  judgment  of  die  rd»- 
tive  importance  of  each  of  the  feveral  officers: — 

The  Mailer  of  die  Revels  -  -  -  -  -jf.io-.— 
The  Yeoman  of  the  Revels  -.---^it 
3  playeis  of  Interludts  aX.  £.  3.  6.  8.  each 

pef  annum      ------     -26  13   4. 


3  fingers  at     ^.6. 

13.    4.  each  .    - 

-    20 

3  Angers  at          9. 

2.    6,  each   -     - 

-    18    5- 

lHatpCTS,oneati8, 

5-  — 

the  other  at        20. 



-   38  S- 

A  bag  piper    -    - 

-     1>    3   4 

2  flute  playersr—oneatj^.30  —  — 
the  other  at       -  '  -     -     i8     5  — 

-  -  48  5- 

A  ferjcant  trumpeter,  and  1 5  other  trumpeters 

at  £.1^.  f).  8.  each      -     -    -    -  413  13  > 
duty 
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duty  appears  to  have  been»  to  t-iBOie  the  ptrt,  . 
md  HimkUt  JPirit  ofmirtb*  On  the  28th  of 
January  1554,  Sk  Th(wn«s  Cawerden  was 
direded  to  fupply  WilUam  Bald  wio>  who  was 
the  great  draiqadft  of  that  day,  and  who  vras 
appointed,  "  to  fet  forth  a  play,  before  the 
**  Kin^upon  Candlemas  day,  at  night,"  with 
appropriate  apparel,  and  the  accuftomed  re** 
quiiltee.  The  whole  cxpcnce  of  the  rercls, 
during  the  re^n  of  Edward  the  0xth»  who 
{continued  his  ^tbef'softablithmORt  of  pbyns, 
amoui^ted  yearly  to  about  £.  J25(/).  It  was 
a  period,  indeed,  when  tljere  were  feldom 
heard,  or  feen,  the 

"  UnwolcfMne  ^eveOtrt  whofc  UwWs  ]iyj 

"  Pains  the  fage  ear,  and  hurts  the  fpher  eye." 

Daring  the  gloomy  reign,  which  fucceeded 

the  untimely  demife  of  Edward  the  iixth,  we 

'may  eafily  foppofc  that,  in  the   abfence  of 

unwelcome  revellers^  the  mafter  of  the  revels 

(/)  On  the  18th  of  December  1552,  there  iffufid  a  war- 
nint  to  jir  John  [Thomas]  Cawerden  the  Mafter  of  the  Re- 
vds  for  £.  300, — On  the  i8th  of  January  iSSi,  th«e  was 
ifliiedto  M'.  Garden,  [Sir  Thomas  Gawerdcnj  £.  3x8.  6. 
towards  the  defrajment  of  charges,  due  within  his  office,  the 
jth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign. — 20th  January  1 55 J,  there 
iflued  to  Sir  Thonus  Cawerden,  for  the  charges  Ot  the  Lord 
of  Mifnile,  at  Chriftmas  Jaft,  f.  336.    [From  the  Council- 

haJ 
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liad  probably  little  power,  and  lefs  profit.- 
During  that  unli^ppy  period,  the  privy  coun- 
cil, who  engroffed  all  poWer,  exerted  their 
anbounded  authority*  in  prohibiting  kwdplaysi 
and  reftraining  irreverent  fports.  There  werc^ 
in  thofe  days,  no  fettled  theatres,  while  the 
Queen  had  an  eftablifhment  of  players ;  and 
the  ordinary  was  the  Ikenfer  of  the  Jiage:  Yet, 
in  that  reigrt,  private  gentlemen  gave  licences 
to  players*  in  the  country,  for  preventing  fucb 
pdayers,  fi'om  being  deemed  vagabonds  {m)t 
Mary,  however,  did  fomettmes  comfort  hcr- 
&lf  with  the  regaU  di/^ort  of  maiking :  And/ 
on  St.  Mark's  day,  in  the  year  1557,  there 
was  prefented  before  her,  by  her  fpecial  com- 
mandment **  a  notorious  majke  of  Almaynes* 
"  Pilgrymes,  and  Irifhemen :" — 

i« What  mafltlni  fluff 'v&  here  I 

«  Whyj  wbato'devil'snamc,Caw'rdcn,cairftthouthis(ir);" 

sii* 

(fli)  Lodge's  JUuftrations,  vol.  i.  p.  xt2. 

(«)  The  Queen'i  warrant  for  delivering  to  Sir  Thmou 
Cawarden  certain  ncceflaries,  For  a  malk.     [From  the  ori- 
ginal in  Mr.  Craven  Ord's  colledtion.] 
Makye  the  queni, 

Tniftieandwelbdoved  wegreteyou  well  And  whereases 
welbeIovedS'Tholna£Cawerde^IuughtM'^,(^o^Reve]isT^y- 
umphes  and  Malkes  u£on  o'.  Tpeciall  comaundem*  to  him  lig- 
fufied  by  our  vizchamblain  dothe  fbewcaad  fet  forthe  on  Saint 
^  Markes 
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Sir  Thomas  Cawerden,  who  had  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  maik,  as  mafter  of  the  re- 
vels,, did  not  long  furvive  the  demife  of  Mary  j 
ibr  he  died,  in  December  1559;  and  was 
buried,  according  to  his  dying  requeft,  in  his 

Pdvkcs  dajre  next  comge  to  o^  Regall  diTport  recreacion  and 
cooifort  a  notorious  mafke  of  Almaynespllgryaies  and  Irilhe- 
qpen  w*  their  infidcnts  and  accomplifhes  accordingly  And 
dothe  for  that  purpofe  lack  certaync  filks  to  his  fentafie  fw 
the  better  furniture  and  garnifhinge  diereof :  our  pjeafure  is 
fufthw.  upon  the  recept  of  thcis  o^.  Ires  yc  delyver  or  caufe 
to  be  delyved  more  for  the  lame  of  fucbe  our  ftuffe  renuyn- 
inge  in  yo'.  charge  and  culVodie  theis  pcells  underwritten 
vidz  of  Redde  velvett  twentyiyve  yds  /  of  Carnacion  velvet 
ficftene  yds;  of  purple  gold  larcenet  nync  yds  di  di  q'.  /  [half 
and  half  quarter]  of  yellowfarcenet  twenty  fix  yds  di  di  q^ 
of  Rcdde  farcenet  fortye  nyne  yds  di  /  of  whight  farcenet 
thirtie  riiree  yds  di  di  q''.  /  and  crfT  clothe  of  filver  w  workes 
fower  ydj  /  And  his  hand  cellireng  the  recept  of  tbeis  p^lls 
before  written  w*.  diis  o^  warrant  figned  fltalbe  to  you  a  fuf- 
fkictit  difdiarge  in  that  behalfe  /  Yeoven  under  o'  figoet  at 
.  qf  palayce  of  Weftm'.  die  lall  of  Aprill  in  the  thirde  and 
fburtfae  ycres  of  c.  Rcigncs  / 


Thies  pcells  above  written 
ar  receved  the  day  above' 
written  by  me  S'  TTioms 
Cawerden  knight  M' of  the 
Kingc  and  quene  their  Maf 
Tryumphes  Maflcs  and  Re- 
vells  to  the  ule  abefaid  /      ^y  me 

Th  Cawerden 


To  o'.  Right  truftie  and  wel- 
beioved  Counfailo'  S'  Ed- 
ward Walgrave  knight  and 
•  M'.  of  o'  great  Wardrobe  or 
to  his  Deputie  or  Deputies 
thear/ 


pan 


Ol 
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fxuifh  cbiircb  c^  BlccKingte)r  (0).  Meantime, 
the  afceflion  of  Elizabeth  gave  frcfti  viracity 
to  paAlmes.  Lord  Howard  of  EfiuighaoLWas 
then  Lord  Chamberlaio,  though  he  feems  to 
have  neither  reviewed  plays,  nor  licenfed 
players.  Sir  Thomas  Bengcr  was  appointed 
Mafter  of  the  Revels,  in  the  room  of  Cawcr- 
den.  on  the  18th  of  January  1559-60  (/). 
Yet,  he  was  not  the  firft  Mafter  of  the  Revel^, 

(«)  Hit  will  was  proved  ki  die  ^rogativt  oSft,  btlbm 
Dr.  Walter  Haddoo,  on  the  29th  of  December,  1559,  1^ 
£hsabetb,>»s  widow,  and  William  Moore,  an  executor.  Ha 
died  feifed  of  the  manor  ofWytlye,  in  the  lame  county:  and 
Wing  Majitr  ^tht  Ttntt  he  beqvetthcd  *>  to  Richard  Leigh 
w  of^ck/r^rf  London,  all  thirftuff  and  lumber,  bdoi^lMg 
B  to  the  Offitt  efthe  Ttntt,  in  the  Blxkfrytrt  :'^  So  Iktie 
tttentien  was  there  then  paid  to  precirion  of  IJ^II^i^,  thM 
Sir  Thomas  was  fometimes  called  CarJen,  and  in  tlie  fiibfe- 
qucnt  patent  td  Benger,  Carwtrden, — Aubrey,  in  his  Sanrey 
of  Surrey,  vd;  iii.  p.  74i  fajVi  that  in  tfae  chancel  of  Bk- 
chiHgly  church  then;  ftood  a  haitdlbnis  free  ftone  monumenr, 
fupported  by  Ionic  pillarsyai^y  to  belong  to  Sir  Thomas  Cx- 
werden,  Kn'  who  was  btvj-bindtr  to  Henry  viii,  but  diat  so 
ii]£:riptioa  remained. 

{p)  Rym.  Feed.  torn.  xv.  p.  565:  Mr.  MaUxic  calls  him 
Tbotnas  Bengcr ;  forgetting,  that  he  was  a  knight ;  and 
dates  his  patent  on  the  i8di  of  January  1560-61 ;  not  ad- 
verting that  Rymcr  fays  ic  iflued  in  the  fecood  yeas  of  Eli- 
zabeth. He  was,  in  1553,  the  '^<='>nd  day  aftei  ^  corooa- 
tic»i  of  Mary,  made  a  Knight  of  the  Carpet,  by  the  name  of 
Sir  Thomas  Berenger.  [Strypc's  Mem,  vol.  ii.  apx.  ii.] 

during 
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^ttiag  Elizabeth's  rugn»  as  Mr.  Malone  (f ) 
•fierts;  for  Cawerden  lived  till  December 
1559.  When  the  Edrl  of  Leicefter  obtained 
the  firft  general  licenfe  for  his  theatncal  fer- 
Tants  to  aft  ftage-pUys*  in  any  part  of  Eng- 
land, there  was  added  this  provifo,  "  that  the 
**  &id  commedies,  tragedies,  enterludes,  and 
*'  ftage-plays  be,  by  the  Mafter  of  our  ReveUi 
**  for  the  time  being,  fii'fl  feen  and  allow- 
"  cd  (r)."  This  circumfpeil  claufe,  which 
does  honour  to  the  prudence  of  Elizabeth, 
feems  never  to  have  been  copied  by  ixiy  of 
her  fucceflbrs,  when  fuch  circuinfpe<fl:ton  had 
hec<HDe  mttdi  more  neceflary,  from  the  pro- 
f  refe  of  revel-rout.  The  Mafter  of  the  Re- 
bels had,  before  this  epoch,  authority  over  the 
paftimes  of  the  court :  He  was  now^  for  the 
firft  time,  invefted  with  authority  over  the 
paftunes  of  the  country.  While  the  dramas 
of  the  court  were  ftill  inelegant,-  while  iew 
plays  were  yet  produced;  while  the  gentle- 
men of  Greys-inn,  and  the  Children  of  St. 
Paul's,  were  the  moft  frequent  actors  before 
the  Queen  j  the  oflice  of  Mafter  of  the  Revels 
could  not  be  either  important,  or  profitable. 

'  (;)  Mai.  Shalcj  vol.  1.  put  ii.  p.  45. 

(r)  This  Ikrenft  may  be  ften  in  Steevens'*  Shak,  1793, 
HL  il.  p.  I  j6t 
■        ■  Ii  Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Benger  lived  to  fee  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  two  regular  theatres,  about  the  year 
1570  J  and  to  obferve  the  iotroduakm  of  Ita- 
lian players  into  London  ;  but  he  lived  not  to 
behold  the  brilliant  fun  of  Shakfpeare,  which 
was  deftined  to  illumine  England,  foon  after 
kis  eye  did  homage  otherwhere.  Sir  Thomu 
died  in  March  (j)  i  577  j  Icavingy  as  he  con- 
fcifes,  in  his  will,  many  dehts,  with  very  fevr 
goods  to  pay  them. 

Edmond  Tilncy,  the  fon  of  Philip  Tiln^, 
Gentleman  Ulhcr  of  the  privy  chamber,  to 
Henry  the  Eighth,  was  appointed  Mafter  of 
the  Revels,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Thomas  Benger, 
on  the  24th  of  July,  1579  (/).  Thoma* 
Ratclifi; 

(f)  His  will  was  proved  in  the  prert^ative-office, on  the 
a7th  of  March  1577,  by  Thomas  Fugal,  his  chaplain,  and 
executor.  Sir  Thomas  Benger  had,  with  the  office  of  the 
E.crels>  a  grant  oi fines  on  alieaatianst  ^ich,  as  b.6  comidaia* 
ed,  did  not  add  much  to  his  confequence,  or  his  wealth. 

(t)  Mai.  Shafc.  partii.  p.  45.— Philip  Tilney  was  tbc  fon 
of  Sir  Philip  TiUiey  of  Shelley  Hall,  who  was  treafurerti» 
the  anny,  which  invaded  Scotland  under  the  Eail  of  SumyT 
in  the  5th  of  Henry  viiith,  by  Joane  Tey,  his  fecond  wife. 
The  eidcft  (bn  of  Sir  Philip,  by  Margaret  Breufc,  bisfifff 
wife,  was  Thomas  Tilney  of  Shelley  Hall,  who,  marrying 
Margaret  Barret,  had  Frederick  Tilney  of  SheHey  Hal!,  that 
married  Margaret  Buckc,  the  aunt  (^  Sir  George  Bockc. 
—Agnes,  the  fifter  of  Sir  Philip  Tilncy,  manied  Thotaaft 
Howvd, 
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Ratcliff,  Earl  of  Suflex,  was  then  Lord  Cham- 
berlairi.  Daring  the  long  rule  of  Tilncy,  the 
privy  council  exercifed,  as  we  have  feen,  an 
authority,  legiflativcj  and  executive,  over  the 
dtamatic  world;  The  privy  council  opened, 
and  ihut,  playhoufes ;  gave,  and  recalled,  li- 
cenfes;  appointed  the  proper  fcafons,  when 
plays  ought  to  be  prefented,  or  withheld ;  and 
regulated  the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  and  the  Vice-chancellors  of  Oxford, 
and  Cambridge,  with  regard  td  plays,  and 
players.  The  privy  council  gave  Tilncy,  in 
1589,  two  coadjutors,  a  {btefman,  and  a  di- 
vine, to  affiil  him,  in  reforming  *'  Comedyes 
*'  and  Tragedyes{«)." 

Among 

Howard,  the  Duke  of  NorfoHc-^-There  was  aJfg  another 
Du[che^  of  Norfullt  of  the  Tilney  family,  namely;  Eliza- 
beth, the  only  daughter,  and  heirefs,  of  Sir  Frederick:  Tilaey 
df  Bodon,  ip  the  county  of  Lincciln : — From  this  Dutchefs, 
the  prdcnt  Oulcc  of  Norfolk  is  defccnded )  froni  the  former, 
the  Effingham  branch  is  fpning. 

(a)  The  following  letters  from  the  Lords  of  Ac  privy 
council,  which  were  copied  from  the  couiicil-r^rfters, 
cdablifh  a  moft  curious  f»>%  at  the  very  moment  thit  Shak- 
fpcare's  dramas  were  about  to  appear : 

.  Aletter  to  the  Lord  Archb:  of  Canterbury:  ^'That  whereas 

**  there  hathe  growna  fomc  inconvenience  by  comon  playes 

**  and  enterludes  in  and  about  the  cyttie  of  London,  in  [as 

".  much  as]  die  players  take  uppon[clum]  to  handle  in  their 

lis  •*  plaie* 
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Among  other  revolutions  of  the  ftage,  Til- 

ncy,  who  was  an  obfervant  officer,  and  a 

fplendld 

"  plaies  ccrten  matters  of  Divinytie  2nd  of  State  uniitt  to  be 
^  fuffered:  For  redreffe  whereof  tfaeir  Ldhps  have  thought 
"  goodtoappointefoine^mesof  Judgment&nd  undcrftand— 
<*  ing  to  viewc  and  examine  their  playcs  befue  they  be  pmlt- 
«  ted  to  pient  ihcm  publickly,  His  Ldfp  is.dtfired  tb«t 
*•  fomc  fytt  pfone  well  learned  in  Divinity  be  appointed  by 
**  him  to  jtyne  tw*.  the  M'.  of  tht  R^velUt,  and  one  oth'. 
"  to  be  nominated  by  the  LiMaio^  and  they  joyntly  w*. 
^  Tome  fpede  to  viewe  and  conTider  of  fuch  Comcdyes  and 
**  Tragedies  as  are  and  Iball  be  putilickly  played  by  the 
**  Companies  of  players  in  and  about  the  Citde  of  XxMKhHir 
"  and  they  to  geve  allowance  of  fucbe  as  they  (ball  think 
'*  mccte  to  be  played  and  to  forbyd  the  reft."  Dated  tfae 
X2th  of  November,  1589. 

A  letter  on  the  fame  day  to  the  Lord  Mayo^  of  London  i 
**  That  whereas  their  Ulbps  have  already  (i^fyed  unto 
**  him  to  appomt  a  fufficient  pfone  learned  and  of  Judge- 
"  ment  for  the  Cittieot  London  to  joync  wch,  the  M^of  the 
**  Revelles  and  with  a  Divine  to  be  nominated  by  the  L: 
**  Arthb:  of  Cant;  for  the  rcformtngc  of  the  plaies  daylie 
**  exercyfed  and  Rented  publickly  ia  and  about  die  Cittie  of 
**  London,  wherein  the  players  take  upon  them  v^''J3Ut 
*'  Judgment  or  Decoru.  to  handle  matters  of  Divinitie  and 
*<  State.  He  is  retjuiced  if  he  have  nofas  yet  made  chnce 
*'  of  (ache  a  ^one,  that  he  will  foe  do  forthwith,  and  thereof 
**  geve  ksowledge  to  the  L:  Archb:  and  the  M'.  of  the  Re- 
"  velles,  that  thsy  may  all  meet  accordingly." 

A  Cre  onAe  fame  day  to  the  Ma',  of  the  Rcvells;  *•!»■ 

"  quiring  him  vnK  two  othn.  the  one  to  be  appointed  by  l)ie 

«  L:,  Archb:  of  Cantcrh:  and  the  oth'.  by  the  L:  MmC  oi 

"■  London,  to  be  men  of  Icaniing  and  Judgmeo^  and  to  call 

«  before 
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i{^ndid  man,  had  the  happinefs  to  behold  the 
rifing  fun  of  Shakfpeare,  and  to  fee  it  blaze  out 
with  meridian  brightnefs,  but  faw  not  its  let- 
ting beanis.  He  had  the  fatisfedlion,  how- 
ever, of  licenfing  thirty  of  Shakfpeare's  dra- 
mas; beginning  with  Hewry  W,  in  1590,  or 
1 59 1 ,  and  ending  with  Anthony  and  Cleopatra, 
m  1608.  While  draniatifts  incrcafed,  Tilney 
ainn^d,  in  1600,  to  regulate  the  ilage,  and  to 
reftrain  the  number  of  playhoufcs-  He  faw 
the  players  raifed  to  new  honours,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  reign;  but  to  increafe  ia 
licentioufnefs,  as  they  rofe  in  privileges.  He 
died,  in  October  {y)  1610,  at  Leatherhead,  in 
Surrey, 

**  before  dicm  the  fevcral  companies  of  plajcrs  (wbi^e  fer- 
**■  vaunts  foever  they  be)  and  to  require  them  by  suthorytie 
"  hereof  to  deliver  unto  them  their  boolcs  that  they  may 
**  conftder  of  the  raatters  of  their  Comedyei  and  Tragedyes, 
**  and  diercuppon  to  flryke  out  or  reforme  fucbe  pte  aod 
**  matters  as  they  ftall  fyud  unfytt  and  undecent  to  be 
*<  handled  in  plaiet,  bothe  for  Divinitieand  State,  ^omanding 
f  the  £ud  Companies  of  players  in  her  Ma».  name,  that  thejr 
**  forbear  to  prclent  any  play  publickly  any  Comedy  w 
«  Tragedy  other  then  fucbc  as  they  three  fliall  Ikive  feene 
^  and  allowed,  w'\  if  dicy  fhall  not  obferve,  they  Oiall  lea 
•*  them  Icnowe  from  their  L*",  that  they  fbalbc  not'  onely 
**  fevearly  punifbed  but  made  {in]  capable  of  the  exercife 
•*  of  their  profcffion  for  ever  hereafter." 

(v)  His  win  was  proved  in  the  prerogative-office,  fay 
I  i  3  Thonui 
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Surr9y>  where  his  Anther  had  died  before  him ; 
and  was  buried  on  the  6th  of  O^ber,  by  bis 
own  direftionSf  ip  the  church  of  Streatham. 
Sir  George  Buck,  afleited,  after  the  death  of 
his  kinfman,  that  Edmond  Tilney  enjoyed* 
thirty-five  pounds,  yearly,  for  a  houfe,  as 
Mailer  of  the  Revels,  and  a  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  fpr  a  hiier  retompcpce  (w). 

^tfoma?  Tilncy,  one  of  his  executors,  on  the  17th  of  Oc- 
tober J  610.  The  teftator  regrets,  in  bis  will,  "thathe  had 
*'  fpent  too  mudi  on  fine  cloaihes ;"  but,  as  an  atonement^ 
he  bequeathed  many  charities :  And,  he  ordered  a  monu- 
ment t9  he  efedfd  for  himfelf  and  his  father.  The  iofcnp- 
tion  records,  as  the  lajl  tribute  tp  ranitjr,  his  aUiance  widi 
Howard,  the  Duitc  of  Norfolk.  [Lyfon's  Environs  of  Lroo- 
don,  vol.  ii.  p.  485-8.]  Stow  fpcalts  of  am  Mr.  Tibuy, 
without  adverting  that  he  was  the  Matter  of  the  Revels, 
who  procured  an  order  from  the  Lord  Treafurcr  to  prevent 
the  players  of  the  L^rd  Admiral,  and  Jyord  Strange,  from 
adding  in  the  city  i  "  conceiving  an  utter  difliVc  to  them." 
(Strype's  edit.  17S+,  vol.  ii.  p.  331.]  We  fee  here  <«!y  a 
glimpleof  the  truth}  and,  indeed,  wc  luve  nothing,  with  re. 
gard  to  the  Itage,  in  Stow  with  die  fupplement  of  Strype, 
but  raoiic  fnauhei  of  fi%hty  when  we  look  for  fcenic  hif'^ 
tory. 

(w)  A*  appears  by  a  Jecuaunl  in  the  paper-oJSet.  "Tiu^ 
yilertion  of  Sir  George  Buck  is  conlinhud,  by  what  Mr. 
Malone  found  at  the  Exchequer,  that  there  was  pud,  in 
1^1 1,  tp  EdnKKu)  Tilney's  executor,  £.  120.  18.  3,  as  die 
arrears,  duetto  bim,  at  bis  death.     [Shak.  vol.  i.  paxtii; 

P-  +s.] 

Notwiihfbindin^ 
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Nocwithibnding  all  the  reftraints  of  pre- 
vious revi&l,  and  of  fubfequent  reprehenfion, 
the  oomedians  conducted  their  theatrical  re- 
prefentations,  like  men,  who  regard  profit, 
rather  than  propriety.  In  December  1604, 
the  King's  playws  brought  upon  the  ibgc  the 
tragedy  ofGowrji  introducing  the  real  a^orit 
which  was  attended  "  with  exceeding  con- 
•*  courfe  of  all  forts  of  people;"  and  whiqh 
was  followed  by  the  difpleafure  of  "  fome  , 
"  great  counfeHors  («■)."  From  exhibiting  re- 
cent tranfaddotw,  the  comedians  went  on  to 
reprelent  on  the  itage  *'  the  whole  of  the 
"  prefent  time(^):  But,  though  the  players 
he  the  brief  chronicles  <f  the  time,  they  ought 
to  exhibit  the  paft,  with  only  a  refleftivc 
glance  upon  the  prefent  fcene. 

Before  the  demifc  of  Elizabeth,  the  office 
of  the  Revels,  owing  to  its  greater  importance, 
and  Setter  recomj^encc,  had  become  an  objeft 

{jt}  Winwood's  Mem.  vol.  ii,  p.  41:— >ChunberUiAe'B 
letter  to  Winwood,  dated  the  i8th  of  December  1604. 

( j)  The  players,  ikid  Calvett  to  Winwood,  oa  the  28th 
of  March  1605,  do  not  '*  forbear  to  prefent  upon  their 
<'  ftage  the  w^lc  courie  of  this  prefent  time,  not  fparing 
■*  either  the  King,  Date,  or  religion,  in  fo  great  abfurdity, 
V  and  with  fuch  liberty,  that  onf  would  be  afraid  to  bear 
**  them."  [Winwood's  Men),  vol.  ii.  p.  64.] 

114.  of 
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of  4cfire  to  fevcral  competitpre.  John  Ljrlly* 
the  draniatift,  had  fottcited  for  a  WYtr^^ovty 
gnnt  of  it,  though  without  fucepls  ;  becaof? 
he  was  oppofcd  by  aU  tbe  Bowardi.  George 
Puck*  however,  obtained  a  reverfiooary  pftt^ 
for  the  ofHce  of  Mafter  of  the  Revets,  on  thf 
?3d  of  June  1,603 ;  and  fooji  after  this  fevour, 
King  James  gently  laid  kntgbthcad  on  his  J}}^ 
der-  Our  biographers  luve  raifed,  rather  tbaa 
gratified,  curiofity,  in  refpei^'  to  Sir  Georgi 
Buckc.  He  was  born  at  Ely,  the  cldeft  fon  of 
Robert  (s)  Buclte,  and  Elizabeth,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Lee  of  Brandon-ferry  j  the  grand- 
son of  Robert  Buckc,  and  Jane,  the  daughter 
pf  Clemeot  {iigfaatn  i  the  great  grandfon  of  Sir 
John  Bucke,  who,  having  helped  Richard  to  a 
horfe,  on  Bof worth- field,  was  attainted  for  hit 
fEcal.  Sir  Geprge  Bucke  was,  at  tbe  epodi 
'  pf  th»t  gr^mr,  appointed  one  of  the  gcntlemes 
pf  the  privy -chamber ;  while  Thomas  How- 
ard, the  Earl  of  SutFolk,  was  Lord  Chamber- 
lain.   yUe  death  pf  Edmpnd  Tilpey  put  Sir 

(z)  When  Robert  Bucke  gave  his  pedigree  to  the  he- 
ralds, who  viftceil  Cam  bridge  lb  ire,  in  1 575,  he  called  him? 
k\i  Bucke \  yet  his  fon  George  fpcit  his  name  Sac;  fo  litde 
Mtention  was  riicrp  then  paid  to  fyftrmatic  accuracy.  Will 
pur  biographers  never  form  a  league  of  amity  with  our  be- 
falds,  which  would  be  fo  ufcfu],  in  prompting  biographical 
knowledge ! 

George 
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George  in  poiTeflion.  of  this  envied  office^ 
though  be  probably  z&.ed  lq  it  a  twelvemonth 
before  his  deceafe,  But,  fuch  is  life,  that  its 
iweetcft  enjoyments,  arc "  not  to  be  long  pcf- 
£c£[cd,  wttfaout  fome  mixture  of  bitteriiefs- 
The  houfe  of  St.  John's,  which  belonged  to 
the  office  of  the  Revels,  was  foon  after  grant- 
ed, by  an  Cafy  monarch,  to  Lord  Aubeny,  an 
importunate  favourite  {a).  Sir  George  Bucke 
folicited,  and  obtained,  frpm  the  Lord  Trca- 
iiirer  Salifbury,  thirty  pounds  a  year,  till  an- 
jDther  houfe  ftould  be  afligncd  to  hioi  for  the 
accommodation  of  his  office  (^).    In  addition 

relates,  "  that  when  Edwaril,  the  fourth,  would  ibow  him- 
**  felf  in  publick  l\ate  to  the  view  of  the  peofJe,  hce  repaired 
<*'to  his  (nbtce  at  bt.  Johnee,  where  he  was  accuftomed  to 
**  fee  the  citty  aSors  ;  and  fince  then,  b^  the  princes  (ice 
^  gift,  hath  belonged  to  the  office  of  the  Revels,  where 
"  our  court  playes  have  beene  in  late  daies  yearely  re- 
"  herfed,  perfefled,  and  corte^cd,  before  they  came  to  th* 
t*  publick£  view  oF  the  prince,  and  the  nobility." — It  was 
this  palace,  or  rather  fome  apartments  in  it,  which  had  been 
affigned  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Kevds,  for  bis  office;  and 
.whi<it  were  fww  given  away  to  another* 

(£)  Amidfl  the  penury  of  information,  with  r^ard  to  the 

office  of  the  Revels,  I  fubmic  to  the  reader,  a  reprcfentation 

of  Sir  George  Buc,  lo  the  Lord  Treafurcr  j  and  the  order 

fhcfcon,  by  the  £arl  of  Salilbury  and  Sir  Julius  Csefar,  the 

Cbancellof- 
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to  this  accommodation,  his  office,  probably, 

produced  him  about   a   hundred   pounds  a 

year. 

Cfunccllsr  of  the  Exchequer,  which  mn'e  found  in  the  pa- 
per-oSce  j  and  which  will  throw  a  little  light  on  this  obfcuK 
fubjea;— 

To  the  Rfgbt  Honourable  the  Earl  of  SaliflMirv, 

L;  High  Trcafurer  of  England,  &c. 

Mod  humbly  I  pray  your  Lordfliip  to  have  (avourablp 

confideratlon  of  the  rating  of  an  annua]  allowance  for  me, 

auid  for  rooms  for  the  office  for  thefefewjufV,  and  htnourx- 

Ue,  Gonfideotions,  and  reafons  .— 

1.  Imprifflit — For  xbe  more  honourable  accomoiedating 

of  his  MajeAy's  office  of  the  Revels,  and  for  the  better 

means  of  fcrvice  to  be  done  to  his  Majefty  therein. 

1.    Item — ^In  regard  of  the  excelfive  dea^  rate  of  boufe 

now  to  be  hired,  fit  for  fuch  purpofes  and  fervices. 

3.  Item — in  consideration  that  the  bouft  granted  to  me 
by  the  King's  letters  patents  is  worth' witfi  the  apjuinc^ 
nances  ^  ann.  £•  50. 

4.  Item— In  confideratlon  that  the  Lord  of  SufF:  [oUc] 
Lord  CfianAerlain  bath  tHJeined  mt  te  prwidt  fit  rmmi 
for  tht  effiu  I  and  whercunto  were  ^Sgned 

and  large  rooms  in  S*  Jones  [S'  Johtis} ;  and  iriucb  I 
have  accordingly  pcrfbrmfld. 

5.  Item— In  coR(tderatton  that  ^  late  Mafterof  die 
Revels  had  allowance  of  ^.  35.  ■M'  ann.  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes, be^N  j^.  loO.  for  a  better"  recompence,  &c. 

€•  Item — In  conlidcration  that  the  yeomen  and  Other 
inferior  officers  have  allowance  of  j^.  15.  ^ann.  for 
their  houfes]  after  which  rate  proportionably  the  Maf- 
(cr  is  to  have  treble,  &c.  (at  the  lead)  double  allowance 
according  to  the  honourable  cuflpm  in  like  cafes  &c : 
'     ,       '  G.  Boc. 

••'  After 
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year  (c).     Sir  George  Bucke  bad  the  honour 
to  liccnfe  Timon  of  Athens,  in  i6o^  ;  Corio- 

After  our  hearty  cjonnnendatitHis  :  Whereas  Sir  George 
Buck  Knight  Mafter  of  his  Majefty's  Revels  is  by  his  let- 
ters patentes  under  the  greate  feale  of  England,  to  have 
jtich  a  houfe  and  lodginges  as  annciently  belonged  unto  hit 
place.  Ami  whereas  by  his  Majefty's  gifte  of  the  houfo  of 
S*.  John's  to  the  Lord  Obigney,  he  bathe  been  difpofTcfled  of 
the  houfe  and  lodginges  formerly  appointed  to  his  office, 
and  by  means  thereof  forced  to  provide  himfelf  of  anodier 
ibr  a  yearly  rent,  until  Tome  other  place  ffaalbe  aligned 
Vnto  him  for  that  purpofe,  and  thereupon  he  hath  been  » 
i^ito'  unto  us  for  fome  ^lowance,  in  regard  of  his  ikid  hou& 
and  lodging;es  as  we  in  our  difcretions  Ihould  think  moete 
and  convenient  for  him.— Theis  are  therefore  to  will  anj 
require  you  to  dlowe  unto  hitn  the  fum  of  thirtie  pounds  bj 
die  yere  tn  his  a^ccomptc  to  be  yerely  paHcd  befi>re  yo*"  in 
fcfped  of  his  faid  houfe  and  lodginges  fo  taken  for  him  as 
afore£ud  by  his  Majefty's  laid  graunt  to  the  Lo:  Obigney^ 
and  according  to  the  lame  rates  of  j^. 30,  by  the  yue  unto 
turn,  to  make  allpiArance  of  two  yhole  yeiurs  ended  at  the 
fcaft  of  All  Saints  h(l  pafl.  And  the  iame  to  continue  hcre.t 
after  yerely  until  he  Ihall  be  otiferwile  provided  for  by  his 
^ighnefs— And  this  fiialbe  your  warrant  and  difcharge  in 
that  briiaulfe,— From  Whitehall  the  laft  of  Maye  1611.— • 
Your  loving  friodes.    R.  Salisbury. — Jul.  C.saAK. 

(c)  In  1612,  the  office  of  the  Revels  was  on  St.  Peter's 
hill,  whence  he  dedicated  his  treatife  on  the  tbirJ  Vnivirfiljf 
to  Sir  Edward  Coke.  [  See  Howe's  Chron.  p.  to6i.]  Cto 
the  I3tfa  of  June  1613,  a  commiifion  iffued  to  Sir  George 
Buck  **  to  take  up  as  many  paynters,  embroiderers,  taylors, 
f  lee.  as  be  Ihal)  think  neceflary  for  the  office  of  the  Revels.*^ 
fLyibn's  Environs,  vol.  i.  p.  92.} 

lanusj 
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hnus,  in  i6io;  Othello,  in  i6ji ;  th*  Tem- 
pcft,  in  i642^  and  Twelfth  Night,  in  1614* 

which  he  faw  in  the  manufcript,  •without  a  blot, 
ind  "abfolute  in  their  numbers,  as  Shakfpeare 
"  conceived  them."  This  honour,  however, 
he  did  not  enjoy,  without  the  reprehenlion  of 
his  (<^)  fupcriors,  and  the  envy  of  his  equals. 
Mean  time.  Sir  John  Aftley,  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  privy- chamber,  obtained  a  re- 
^■erfionary  grant  of  the  office  of  Mafter  of  the 
Revels,  on  the  3d  of  April  161 2.  Benjamin 
Johnfon  obtained  a  iimihr  grant,  on  the  5th 
of  October  1621 :  Yet,  this  was  not  old  Ben,  as 
it  feemeth*  who  died  in  1637,  but  young  Ben, 
ivho  died  in  {e)  1 635  j  and  who  was  thus  tanta- 
lized 

(^  As  >  proof,  is  rubmitMd  die  following  letter*'  to  Sir 
**  George  Buck,  knight,  Mafter  of  the  Revel*,"  from  the 
Lords  of  the  privy-council  :— 

»•  We  are  infonned,  that  there  we  certain  players,  or 
*<  comedians,  we  know  not  of  irtiat  company,  that  go 
■t  ^tout  to  play  (bme  interlude,  concerning  the  late  Marquis 
**  D'Ancre,  which,  for  many  refpetEh,  we  think  not  fit  to 
<«  befutFered:  We  do  therefore  require  you,  upon  your 
^  peril,  to  take  order,  that  the  fame  be  not  reprefent- 
"  cd,  or  played,  in  any  place  about  tflis  ci»,  or  ellewhere^ 
"  where  you  have  authority.  And  hereof  have  you  %  fpecia}' 
«  care. — And  fo  &c.— Dated,  the  22d  of  June  1617."  . 

(»)  Stecven'iShal:.  1793,  vol.  ii.  p.311:  andMal.  Shak. 
part  ii.  p-  4S»  vAcrcin  i:  is  tnilUkingly  did,  that  Ben  John- 
fon, 
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li^cd  with  profit  toA  witb  pkafure,  which  ha- 
was  reyar  to  obtain.  The  bad  health  of  Sir 
George  Bucke  induced  him  to  refign  his  of- 
fice to  Sir  John  AAley,  in  i^zi,  for  i  valuable 
cofiflderation,  no  doubt.}  and  he  died  on  the 
22d  of{/)  September  1623,  fcvcD  years  after 
the  fwan  of  Avon  had  ceafed  to  iing ;  and 
the  iame  year,  in  wliich  Shakfpeare's  Coittediei, 
H^oriest  and  'Tragedies »  were  publiihed  by 
Heminge,  and  Condell. 

While  the  Britannia  endures.  Sir  Georga 
Bucke  will  be  remembered,  as  the  friend  of 
Camden ,  who  is  iludious  to  avow  the  affifUnc^ 
which  he  had  received  from  him;  and  who 
pralfes  SirGeorge,  a»  *'  aman  well  learned,  and 
**  well  read."  Howes,  alfo,  acknowledges,  how 
much  he  had  been  obliged  to  Sir  George,  for 
particular  help,  in  compiling  his  Chronicle. 
Among  other  difquifitions.  Sir  George  Bucke. 

(on,  the  poet,  obtained  the  reveriionary  grants  in  i6it. 
DeJtker,  in  his  Satirvnaftix,  fneen  2t  JohnTon,  by  making 
Sir  Vaughan  fay :  *'  I  have  btnc  coficn-gerraans  at  court 
«  fiuU  beget  you  the  rtvirfisn  of  the  Mafier  of  the  King's 
*'  RtveU,  or  elfe  to  be  his  loril  of  miiiulc  nowe  at  Chrift- 
«  mas.*'  {Wart.  Hift.  of  Poetry,  vol  ii.  p.  393  i  and  Hawk. 

Did  Plays,  vol.  iii.  p.  1 56.3 

(/}  MaL  Shak.  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  157 :  My  refearches 
hsve  not  enabled  me  to  find  the  will  of  Sir  George  Buclce, 
nor  to  difcover  any  adminiflration  to  his  eftate. 

■J-  wrote 
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wrote  a  trcatife-^-"  of  Poets  and  Afufidam" 
which  recent-Inquirers  have  not  been  able  to 
find.  He  wrote  alfo  a  traft  on  the  tibird  Uai* 
tierfity  ofKngkndj  which  he  dedicated  to  Sir 
Edward  Cuke;  ^nd  which  was  publi&ed  by 
Howes,  in  1631/ias  a  fupplement  to  his  Chro- 
nicle J  in  order  tof^how  how  much  was  taught 
in  London.  lo  thi^  work.  Sir  George  treated 
*•  of  the  Art  of  Re^/s"  which,  he  ^ys,  "  re- 
"  quireth  knowledge  in  grammar,  rhetorick, 
**  logick,  philofophie,  hiitory,  mufic,  mathe- 
"  maticks,  and  knowledge  in  other  arts  (g)." 
On  this  interefling  fubjed,  he  compofi^  a 
partkular  trcatife,  which  unhappily  has  not 
yet,  by  any  diligence,  been  found.  But,  he 
did  not  write,  a$  it  feems,  "  the  celebrated 
*•  Hiftory  of  Richard  the  3d,"  which  is  laid  to 
have  been  written,  after  his  death,  by  George 
Bucke,  his  fon  (A). 

Sir 

(g)  Sir  Geoi^  Bucke  delcribes  the  aniu  of  the  office 
of  ibe  Revcis  as  follows  ;  though  no  grant  of  them  hy 
the  College  of  Arms  can  now  be  found : — <*  Gules,  a  crofe 
"-  argent ;  and  in  the  fird  corner  of  the  jcutcheon  a  Mcr- 
■*  curies  ftafus  argent ;  and  a  lyon  gules  In  chief  or." 
See  the  titU-fagt  of  this  JpoUgj. 

{b)  Mai.  Shak,  vcA.'u  port  ti.  p.  47.   Among  die  con- 
temporary wits>  George  fiudce  prcAxed  to  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher's  plays,  when  thej  were  publiihcd  in  1647,  form 
verin 
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■  Sir  George  Bucke  was  fucceeded,  as  Mafter 
of  the  Revels,  by  Sir  John  Aftley,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  privy-chamber.  However 
ambitious  of  the  honours  of  the  office,  or  de- 
firous  of  its  profits,  he  appears  to  have  been 
Uttle  folicitous,  about  the  performance  of  its 
duties.  In  Auguft  1623,  he  appointed  Sir 
Henry  Herbert,  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
privy -chamber,  his  deputy  ;  induced,  partly 
by  a  valuable  (i)  conilderation,  although  per- 
haps as  much  by  the  influence  of  Philip,  Earl 
of  Pembroke,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  who  re- 
cognized Sir  Henry,  as  his  kinfman  j  and  partly 
by  the  intereft  of  George  Herbert,  the  cele- 

Ycrfcs  **■  To  (he  dcfeit  of  th«  author  [Fletcher],  io  his  moft 
**  ingenious  pieces  :"— 

"  Lei  Sbakjptart,  Chapman,  and  applauded  Ben, 

••  Wear  the  eietnal  merit  of  their  pen ; 

**  Here,  I  am  love-fick;    and  were  I  to  chufe 

"  A  milUefs  Corrivat,  'tis  Fletcher's  mufe." 
This  preference  of  Fletcher's  mufe  of  flippancy  to  Shak- 
ipeare's  ntufe  offirt  was  common  to  the  wits  of  that  age. 

(()  SirHcnryfaysinhis  reprelentationto  theLordChan- 
Allor  and  Lord  Chamberlnin,  dated  the  i  ith  of  July,  166?, 
<*  that  he  had  purchafed  Sir  John  Alley's  intereQ  in  the  faii 
***  office  i  and  obtained  of  the  late  King's  bounty  a  g;ant 
«  under  the  great  fcal  of  England  for  two  lives."  [Stee- 
vens's  Shak.  vol.  ii.  p.  418-]  'I  he  allufion  here  was  proba- 
bly to  the  reverlionary  grapt,  dated  the  jathof  Auguft  1629, 
to  himfelf,  and  Simon  Thdwall. 

brated 
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brated  orator  of  Cambridge  Uoiverfity,  who 
bad  familiar  intercourfc  with  King  James. 
Yet,  Sir  John  Aftley  continued  in  the  t^cc, 
though  he  did  not  officiate,  till  his  death,  in 
January,  1639-40:  and  when  he  made  hi» 
will,  his  pride  of  power  induced  a  vain  man  to 
call  himfelf,  in  his  tejament,  the  Ma/er  Mftbe 
Revels  (4). 

Mean  while,  in  Auguft  1623,  Sir  Henry 
Herbert  was  received,  as  Majier  of  the  Reve/i^ 
by  bis  Majefty  at  WiUon ;  and  together  veitb 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  the  privy-council, 
he  foon  after  incurred  the  King's  difplcafure, 
for  allowing  the  Spanifh  court  to  be  brought 
upon  the  ftagc  (/).     In  order  to  makt/urety 


(i)  Mr.  Malone  fays,  Sir  J<An  Aftley  caSs  hiidaf  fhe 
Mojlir  of  tbi  Rivtis,  in  the  predate  of  his  will,  in  the  pi«. 
rogativt-office.  fMal.  Shak.  vol.  i.  port  ii,  p.  46.]  The 
prrfrat  aiwafs  foilnws  die  dcceafe  of  the  telhwor.  The  wilV 
was  dated  the  3d  of  January,  and  wss  proved  on  the  lodt  of 
February  1639-40,  by  William  Harrifon  his  executor,  who 
fays  not,  tliac  the  tellator  had  been  Mafter  of  the  Revels. 
Sir  John  Aftley  was  of  Maitiflone,  in  Kent,  and  was  the 
coufin  of  Sir  Jacob  AlHey^  who  is  remcoibered  in  hifloi^ 
for  his  ai£lions  in  the  field. 

(/ )  The  fubjoined  letters  will  clearly  cxphrin  that  tiwrf- 
a^ion,  which  is  remarkable  both  in  the  political,  apl  tk^ 
theatrical,  worlds  :— 

Mr. 
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"tnoK  Je'cure,  Sir  Henry  obtained,  on  the  i2di 
Augufl;, 

Mr.  Secretary  Conway^s  letter  to  the -privy-council : — 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfliips ;  —  His  Majcfty 
**  Tiath  received  information  from  the  Spaniflt  Am- 
**  baHador  of  a  very  fcandalous  comedy"  afled  publickly 
••  by  the  King's  players,  wherein  they  take"  die  bold- 
*'  nels,  and  prefurnption,  in  a  rude>  and  di  {honourable, 
**  £i(hion,  to  reprefent,  on  the  ftage,  ttieperfonsof  his  Ma- 
**  jcfty,  the  King  of  Spain,  the  Cotide  de  Gondomar,  the 
"Bifliop  of  Spalato  &c.  His  Majefty  remembers  well, 
'**  dtere  was  a  commandment,  and  reflraint,  given  agaiijft 
**  the  reprefenting  of  any  modern  Chriftian  Kings  in  thofc 
**  ftage  plays ;  and  wonders  much  both  at  the  boldnefs  now 
•*'  taken  by  that  company,  and  alfo  that  it  hath  been  per- 
"  mttted  to  be  fo  a£ted,  and  that  the  Jirft  notice  thereof 
"  ftiauld  be  brought  to  him  by  a  fcweign  ambaflador,  while 
"  fo  miuxy  minifters  of  his  own  are  thereabouts,  and  cannot 
■**  but  have  heard  of  it.  His  Majefty's  pleafure  is,  that  your 
"  Lordfhips  prefently  call  before  you,  as  well  the  poet  that 
"  made  the  comedy,  as  the  comedians  that  a<£ted  it :  And 
"  upon  examination  of  them,  to  committ  them,  or  fuch  of 
"  them,  as  you  fliall  find  moft  faulty,  unto  prifon,  if  you 
"  find  caufe,  or  otherwife  talte  fecurity  for  their  fbrthcom- 
"  Jng ;  and  then  certify  his  Majefty,  what  you  find  that  co- 
*'  me<ly  tobe,  in  what  points  it  is  moft  oft'cnfive,  by  whom 
"  it  was  made,  by  whom  licenfed,  and  what  courfe  you 
<*  think  fitteft  to  he  held  for  the  examplary,  and  fevere  pu- 
**  nifliment  of  the  prefent  ofFenders,  and  torcdrainfuch  in-* 
*'  folent,  and  licentious,  prefurnption,  for  the  future,— Thi» 
**  is  the  charge  I  have  received  from  liis  Majefly,  and  with 
*'  it  I  make  bold  to  offer  to  your  Lordfhips  the  humble  fer- 
V  vice  of  &c.— From  Rufford,  Auguft  11'* ;  1634." 

■  K  k  The 
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Auguft,  1629,  for  himfelf,  and  Simon  Thel- 

The  anfwer  to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway  from  the  priry- 

counctl : — 
"  After  wa  heany  commendations  &c. — According  to 
**  hie  M^jefty's  plearure  figniSed  to  this  board  by  your  letter 
^  of  the  I2"|.  AuguA,  touching  the  fuppreffing  of  a  fcanda- 
*'  lous  comedy  a&ed  by  The  King's  players,  we  have  called 
"  before  us  Usaa  of  the  principal  a£lors,  and  demanded  of 
"  tbem  by  what  Jicenfe  and  authority  they  have  presumed  to 
**  ^St  the  fame ;  in  anfwer  whereto  they  produced  a  book 
"  being  an  original  and  perfefl  copy  thereof  {as  they  af- 
*■  firmed)  Icen  and  allowed  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert  Kn'. 
*<  Mafter  of  the  Reralls,  under  his  own  hand,  and  fubfcribed, 
^  in  the  laft  page  of  the  &td  book :  We  deitaanding  fiirtber, 
*<  whether  there  were  not  other  parts  or  paflages  teprefcnted 
**  on  the  ftage,  than  thofe  exprefsly  contained  in  the  bookt 
**  diey  confidently  proCefted,  they  added,  or  varied,  from  the 
"  lane,  nothing  at  alt.— The  poet,  they  tell  us,  is  one  Mid- 
*<  dicton,  wholhifting  out  of  the  tray,  and  not  attending  the 
"  board  with  the  reft,  as  was  expefled  ;  wc  have  gjven 
*'  warrant  to  a  meiTengcr  for  the  apprehending  of  him.— 
«  To  thofe  that  were  before  us,  we  gave  a  found,  and  fharp, 
"  reproof,  malung  them  fenfible  of  his  Majefty's  high  dij"- 
**  pleafurc  herein,  giving  them  ftraight  charge,  and  com- 
'^  mands,  that  they  prefumcd  not  to  a£t  the  laid  ccnnedy  any 
**  more,  nor  that  they  fuiFered  any  play  or  interlude  what- 
«  focver  to  be  aflcd  by  them,  or  any  of  their  company  until 
«  his  Majefty's  plcafure  be  further  known.  Webavecaufcd 
*<  them  likewile  to  enter  into  bond  for  their  attendance  upoo 
«  the  board  whenlbever  they  fljall  be  called.  As  for  our 
**  certifying  to  his  Majefty  (as  was  intimated  by  your  letter) 
**  V^  paflages  in  the  laid  comedy  we  fluuld  find  to  be 
«  offenfive  and  fcandalous  j  We  have  thought  it  our  duties 

"for 
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wall,  a  rcverfionary  grant  of  the  office,  which 
was  to  commence  at  the  deaths,  or  refignation 

of 

^  for  his  Majelly's  clearer  information,  to  fend  herewithall 
•*  the  boot  itfelf,  fubfcribcd  as  aforefaid  by  the  Mafter  of 
"  the  Revells,  that  fo  either  yourfelf,  orfotne  other,  whom 
**  his  Majefiy  fliall  appoint  to  perufe  the  fame,  may  fee  the 
**  paflages  themfelves  out  of  the  original,  and  call  Sir  Henry 
*'  Herbert  before  you,  to  know  a  reafon  of  his  licenfing 
"  thereof  (who  as  we  are  given  to  underfiand)  is  now  at- 
**  tending  at  court;  So  having  done  as  much,  as  we  con- 
*•  crived  agreable  with  our  duties  in  conformity  to  his  Ma- 
"  jefty's  royal  commandments,  and  that  which  we  hope 
*<  fliall  give  him  full  fatis&^oii ;  wc  fliall  continue  our  hum- 
^  ble  prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  his  heatdi  and  laJety— 
*'  and  bid  you  very  heartily  larcwell."  [Dated  the  a  i  ft  of 
Auguft  i6!i4.] 

Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  reply  to  the  privy-council ; 
**  Right  Honourable ; —  His  Majefly  having  received  fa- 
"  tisfs^ion  in  your  Lordfliips  endeavours,  and  in  the  figni- 
"  fication  thereof  to  him  by  youi's  0/  the  21"  of  this  pre- 
**  fent,  hath  commanded  me  to  fignify  the  Cune  to  you. 
^  And  to  add  further,  that  his  plcafurc  is,  that  your  Lord- 
**  l^ips  examine,  by  whofe  dircf^on,  and  application,  the 
"  pcifooating  of  Gondomar,  and  others  was  done ;  and  that 
"  being  found  out,  the  party,  or  parties  to  be  feverely  pu- 
"  niflsed.  His  Miyefty  being  unwilling  for  one's  lake,  and 
*^  onlyiault,  to  punifli.thc  innocent,  or  utterly  to  ruin  the 
"  company.  Thcdifcovery  on  what  party,  his  Majefty's  jut 
*'  tice  is  properly,  and  duly,  to  &11,  and  your  execution  c^  i^ 
'^  and  the  account  to  be  returned  thereof,  his  Majelly  leaves 
"  to  your  Lordfliips  wifdoms,  and  care.  And  this  being 
**  that  I  have  in  charge,  continuing  the  humble  ofier  of  my 
K  k  2  "  fervice 
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of  Sir  John  Aftley,   and   Benjamin  Johnfon. 
This  place,   fays  Ifaac  {m)  Walton,  required 


«  fcrvice  and  duty  to  the  attendance  of  your.< 
-«  mcnts&c— FromWoodftock,  the  27'*.Auguft  1624." 

N.  B.  There  is  indorfed  on  Mr.  Secretary  Conwa/s  let- 
ters by  a  hand  of  the  time :  «  Touching  the  play,  called* 
.«  Game  at  Chesse."— In  the  council-regiftcr  of  the  30th 
Auguft  1624,  there  is  the  following  entry :— This  day  Ed- 
ward [Thomas]  MiddleconofLondon,  gent,  being  formerly 
fent  for  by  warrant  from  this  board,  tendred  his  appearance, 
wherefoi  his  indemnitie  is  here  entered  into  the  rcgiftcr  of 
counceil  caufes :  neverthelels  he  is  enjoyncd  to  attend  the 
board,  till  he  be  difcharged  by  order  of  dicir  Lordfliips. 

Inacopy  ofaplay,  laysMr.  Malone,  [Shak.  1790,  voLi. 
part  ii.  p.  154.]  called  a  Game  at  Chtfs^  1624,  which  was 
formerly  in  polfcifion  of  Thomas  Pearfon,  Efq.  is  the  fol- 
lowing memorandum  in  an  old  hand : — *'  After  nine  days, 
«  whereinlhave  heardfomcoftheaftorsfay  theytookfiftecn 
«  hundred  pounds,  the  Spanifh  faction,  being  prevalent,  got  it 
«  fupprcfTed,  and  the  author,  M'  Thomas  Middlcton,  can- 
M  mitted  to  prifon."  According  to  "  this  Ibtement  they  re- 
«  ccivedahovc£.i66.  ni.oneach  performance.  Thcfore- 
"  going  e)ara£ls  Ihew,  that  there  is  not  even  a  fembUnce  of 
"  truth  in  this  fiory. " — We  fee,  however,  ftom  tbofe  ftate- 
papcrs,  that  the  flory  had  a  great  femblance  of  truth  in  itv 
The  only  improbability  in  it  is  the  receivingof  jf  .i500,at  ifte 
theatre,  for  nine  rcprefcntations. — This  play,  which  is  never 
more  to  be  forgotten,  was  wrktcn,  as  we  know  fran  record 
evidence,  by £^wur[/ [Thomas]  Middletonj  and  wasa^ 
nine  days  fucceflively  at  The  Globe,  upon  theBanbfide.— 
Of  die  Gattu  at  Chefs  there  have  been  two  editions,  iridina 
die  dates  of  their  publication. 

{»)  Life  of  George  Herbert. 

•<  a  diligent 
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**  a  diligent  wifdom,  with  which  God  hath. 
**  bleffed  Sir  Henry  Herbert."    Certain  it  is, ' 

that  he  executed  that  ofHce>  and  wjth  this 
\pirdom,  for  fifty  years,  during  giddypaced , 
times  J  when  diligent  wifdom  was  hardly  a  Safe- 
guard for  property,  or  perfon. 

Of  fuch  a  man,  executing  fuch  an  ofKce, 
who  would  not  with  to  know  feme  further 
particulars  ?  I.wiU  endeavour  to  gratify  a  rca- 
(bnable  curiofity,  by  adding  a  few.  notices, 
with  reg£ird  to  a  perfon,  who  left  behind  him, 
office-books^  which  have  greatly  illuftrated  the, 
hiftory  of  the  Revels.  Henry  Herbert  was 
born  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury, in  the  caftle  of  Montgomery,  which  was 
then  a  place  of  jiate  and  Jlrength ;  and  h^d 
been  long  poflcft  by  the  Herberts  together, 
with  a  plentiful  eftate.  His  father  was  R,ich-  , 
ard  Herbert,  who  was  defcended,  through,,  a 
fucceflion  of  many  knights,  from  the  memo- 
rable William,  Ear]  of  Pembroke,  who  died  in, 
the  rejgn  of  Edward  the  4th.  Henry  Her- , 
bert's  mother  was  Magdalen,  the  youngeft 
daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Newport  of  High 
Arkol,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  the  happy. 
piother  of  feven  fons,  and  three  daughters, 
which  (he  would  often  fay,  was  Job's  number  i 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  praife  God  that  tbey 
K  k  3  -were 
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were  de/eSiive^  neither  in  their  Jhapes  nor  in  their 
reafon.  This  charming  woman  is  celebrated, 
by  Dr.  Donne,  in  his  poems,  as  the  Autumnal 
Beauty.  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  the  famous  Lord 
Cherberie,  was  her  eldeft  fbn,  George  Her- 
bert, the  admirable  orator  of  Cambridge,  was 
her  fifth  fon,  and  Henry  Herbert,  the  Mafter 
of  the  Revels,  was  the  fixth  fon  of  this  Au- 
tumnal  beauty  {n).  Of  his  brother  Henry, 
Lord  Herbert  relates,  "  that  after  he  had  been 
•*  brought  up  in  learning,  as  his  other  brothers 
**  were,  he  was  fent  by  his  friends  to  France, 
**  where  he  attained  the  language  of  that 
"  country  in  much  perfei3ion,  after  which 
**  time  he  came  to  court,  and  was  made  gen- 
"  tleman  of  the  King's  privy-chamber,  and 
"  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  by  which  means,  and 
**  alfo  by  a  good  marriage,  he  attained  to 
*•  great  fortunes :  He  hath  given*  feveral 
"  proofs  of  his  courage,  Jn  duels,  and  other- 
"  wife,  being  no  lefs  dextrous  in  the  ways-of 
*^  the  court  (?)," 

Sir 

fw)  Walton's  Life  of  George  Herbert,  1 670.-— Walton 
iiifonns  us,  that  on  the  i  ith  July  1627,  he  faw,  and'hcard, 
I>o^or  Donne,  the  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  weep,  and  preach, 
the  funeral  fermon  of  ih.it  excellent  woman,  th^  celebratc4' 
mother,  of  celebrated  men,  in  the  parUh  church  of  Chelfea, 
where  fhe  now  refts,  in  her  quiet  grave.  [Ih.  p.  1 9.] 

{»)  His  own  Lifi^  p.  13.    Lord  Herbert  fettled  on  each 

of 
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Sir  Henry  Herbert  owed  his  preferment  to 
the  patronage  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the 
Lord  Chamberlain.  When  he  became  a^ing 
Mafterof  the  Revels,  in  1623,  he  was  afiiftcd 
by  William  Hunt,  who  continued  his  yeotnan 
tUl  September  1639;  when  Jofeph  Taylor, 
the  well  known  manager  gf  various  theatres, 
the  6ril:  player  of  Hamlet,  and  the  able  repre- 
fentative  of  lago,  was  appointed  Yeoman  of  . 
(he  Revels  (f>),      Notwithftanding  the  able 

of  fats  fiif  brothers  an  annuity  of  ibtrtj  pounds,  during  their 
liyes,  and  save  each  of  his  tbtc«  fitters  a  thoufiind  pounds. 

(p)  To  the  Clerk  of  the  Signet  attending;  Thefc  are  to 
fignify  unto  you  his  Majelly's  plcafure,  that  you  prepare  2 
bill  for  the  royal  fignature  for  a  patent  to  be  granted  to  Jo- 
feph Taylor  of  the  office  or  place  of  Yeonoan  of  the  Revels 
to  his  Majefly  in  ordinary,  in  the  place  of  William  Hoot 
<Ieceafcd }  to  have  and  enjoy  the  faid  place  togcdier  with  the 
fee  of  fixpence  fi  diem,  payable  quarterly  in  the  receipt  of 
his  Majcfty's  exchequer,  and  all  other  fees,  profits,  emolu- 
ments, and  advantages  whatfoever  to  the  faid  place  belong- 
ing to  him  the  (kid  Jofeph  Taylor,  during  his  life,  in  as  am- 
ple, large,  and  beneficial  a  manner,  as  the  faid  William  Hunt 
or  any  other  before  him  ever  had  and  enjoyed  the  fiune  i 
And  to  commence  from  the  day  of  the  deceale  of  the  laid 
William  HunL  And  this  &c.  Dated  the  nil  of  Od. 
^639.  [Copied  from  a  MS  book  in  the  Lord  Chao^Kr-. 
Iain's  office.]  Taylor  is  Eud  to  have  died  at  Richmond,  ia 
t653>  or  1654-:  But,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ^Icover  Iw 
vill)  or  any  adminiftration  to  his  effe^ 

Klc^  help 
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help  of  T^zylot,  there  was  2llow£^  to  be  zGttd 
by  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  a  play  called  .T&s 
Wbore  New  Vamped,  which  drew  the  attention 
of  the  privy-council,  and  involved  them  both 
in  merited  difcredit  (y). 

In 

(j)  "  Whereas  compbint  was  this  day  [agth  Sqjtcmbec 
**  1639]  made  to  his  Majefty  fitting  in  council,  that  the 
*'  ftage  pl-yers  of  the  Red  Bull  have  lately  for  many  days 
*'  U^cther,  a£^^.a  fcandalous  and  libeUou!;  play,  whereia 
*'  they  have  audacloully  reproached  in  a  libellous  maiineri 
**  traduced,  and  perfonatcdj  not  only  fomt  ef  the  Aidrmun 
**  sftht  Cily  efLondorij  and  ether  perfoni  of  quality ;  but  alfo 
*<  fcandalized  and  defamed  the  whole  profellion  of  Prodors 
*^  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Civil  Law,  and  reflc£led  upon 
".thpprtfern  Qover(unent:  Itwas Ordered, that  Mr.  At- 
*'>tonicy  Gei>ejral  fljpuld  be  hereby  praj-ed^  and  required^ 
*^  forthwith  to  call  before  him,  not  ofily  the  poet  that  made 
*'.  Uw  faid  play,  and  the  a^ors  that  pkycd  tb^  fame,  but  altb 
"  the  peifon  who  iicepfed  il,  and  having  diligently  examined 
",  tbetruthof  the  fame  complaint,  to  proceed  foundly  againft 
«  iiich  of  them,  as  he  fliali  find  te  be  faulty,  and  to  ufe  fuch 
«  eflcdual  expedition  to  biin^  them  to  fentence  as  that  their 
«  exemplary  punilbment  may  prevent  fuch  infolentcys  be- 
«  times." 

Exceptions : — In  the  play  called  Tbt  Whore  Ntw  Fam^'d 
where  there  was  men:tion  of  the  New  Duty  upon  wtius,  one 
that  perfonates  a  jullice  of  the  peace,  fays  to  Cane,  Sirrah^ 
I'll  have  you  before  the  alderman  t-7-whercio  Cane  replied  in 
thefc  words,  viz.  The  alderman!  The  alderman  is  abafe^  . 
drunkten,  fottifh  Jcnave,  I  care  not  for  the  alderman ;  I.fay  the 
alderman  is  a  bats,  drunken,  fottiOt  Icnave ;  ai^otbcr,  faid, 
How  noWj  Sirrah,  what  alderman  do  you  fpeik  of?    Then  - 

CaiK 
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In  the  mean  time»  the  paffion  of  the  court 
for  theatrical  entertainments  required  a  ftrlfter 
attendance,  both  at  Whitehall,  and  at  Hamp- 
ton-court, of  the  officers  of  the  Revels,  than 
had  been  ufual,  during  the  Jlealing  hours  of  ■ 
time  i  and  they  were  allowed  for  a  larger  fer- 
vice,  3,  fuitablc  allowance  (rj,  The  fame 
paffion 

Cane  faid,  I  mean  alderman,  the  Wackfmith,  in  Holborn : — 
(aid  th'other,  was  he  not  a  vintner?  Caiie  anfwercd,  I  knowr 
no  other. — In  another  part  of  the  fame  play,  one  ipcakirig  of 
projects,  and  patents,  that  he  had  gotten  amongft  the  reft, 
faid  that  hehad  a  patent  for  twelve  pence  a  piece,  upon  every 
proctor  and  profiar's  man,  that  was  not  a  knave:— Said  an- 
other, was  there  ever  known  any  pro£lor,  bi^t  he  was  an  ar- 
rant knave  ? 

It  does  not  appear,  that  The  fPliore  New  Famp'if  was  ever 
published,  at  leaft  it  is  not  mentioned,  either  in  the  Eiogra- 
phia  Dramatica,  or  in  Egerton's  Remembrancer:  Nor,  is' 
(his  circumftance  much  to  be  regretted  j  as  it  appears  to. 
have  been  very  libellous,  and  very  dull.  Thjs  is  probably 
the  laft  timcj  that  the  privy-counci!  ever  fat  for  the  purpole 
of  correfling  the  dulncft  of  the  ftage  :  For,  in  the  fubfequent 
year,  the  ancient  jurifdiflion  of  the  privy-council,  over  pef- 
ifons,  and  property,  was  retrained  within  falutary  bounds, 
by  the  a£l  16  Cha.  I.  ch.  iO,for  regulating  the  privy-couji- 
cil,  and  for  taking  away  the  court  of  ftar-chamber :'  This  aft 
^orms  an  epoch  in  dramatic  hiftory. 

(r)  Alter  my  very  hearty  comendations :  Whereas  &e, 
Q^cen  of  the  Revells  have  [attendedj  by  my  command  at 
Hampton-court  about  his  Majefty's  fervlce  thefc  three  years 
iaft  beginning  the  laft  of  Oiiobcr  1632,  and  ending  the  laft 
"     ■      ■  <4 
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paillon  alfo.  led  to  the  introduftion,  and  encou- 
ragement, of  French  comedians,  and  Spanifl* 
players,  during,  the  year  1635  (j).     And  that 
piGoii 

•f  October  163;  A  month  (boner  than  their  Ordinary  time 
of  attendance ;  Thefe  are  tijereforc  to  pray  and  rsquifc  you^ 
th^t  for  every  year  within  the  &id  time,  you  give  allowance 
to  the  Mafler  of  8' .;  per  diem,  which  comedi  to  ^.  12.— 
To  the  Clerk  Comptcotlcr,  Clerk  and  Yeoman  £.  3.  6.  8^ 
a  piece  J,  which  cometh  to  jf.  10:— rAnd  to  the  Ciioom 
j&  »■  I3>  4>  ifrfiich  ^ometh  in  all  to  £.  143.  13.  4.  yearly. 
And  for  fo  doing  &c.    Dated  the  ajth  May  1636. 

After  my  very  hearty  coinincndations : — Whereas,  the 
M^flcr  and  Officers  of  the  Revclls  were  commatujcd  by  "his 
Majei^y  to  begin  their  attendance  yearly  at  the  Feaft  of  St., 
Michael  the  Archangel,  which  is  above  a  month  before  their 
ujTual  time  of  wa^ting^  and  demand  allowance  for  the  three 
!aft  years,  beginning  the  hft  of  Oiaobei;  l630»  and  cndinz 
tbelaft  ofO^ober  1632,3  month  Iboner  than  their  ordinary 
time  of  attendance :  Thefe  are  therefore  to  pray  and  require 
you,  that  for  every  year  within  the  faid  time,  you  give 
allowance  tp  the  Mailer  of  8  '■/  per  diem,  which  cometh  to, 
^,  12;  To  the  Clerk  Comptroller,  Clerk,  and  Yeoman 
jf.3.  6,  8-  a  piece,  which  cometh  to  ^.  10 ;  And  to  the 
Groom  ^.  1.  13.  4.  ye^'y  i  and  fo  continue  the  lime  from 
time  to  time  yearly  until  you  have  vrarrant  to  the  contrary. 
And  for  fo  doing  &c.  Dated  the  1 3th  February  163; — To 
my  loving  friends  the  Auditors  of  bis  Majefty's  ImpreA,  or 
to  any  one  of  them  whom  it  may  concern.  [From  a  MS, 
book  in  the  Lord  Ctamberlatn's  office-} 

(j)    There  is  the  following  entry  in  a  MS.  book  in  the 

Lord  Chamberlain's  oiBce  :    18  April  1635 :  His  Majcfty 

^th  commanded  mc  to  iignify  his  royal  pleafure,  that  (he 

FrenfK 
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paffion  of  the  King  and  Queen  created  a  great, 
and  extraordinary  expencc,  at  a  time,  when  they 
enjoyed  but  a  very  fcanty  revenue :  The  aft- 
ing  of  Cartwright's  Royal  Slave,  on  Thurlday 
the  i2th  of  January  1634,  before  the  King 
at  Hampton-court,  coft  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  (^)  pounds,  exclufive  of  forty  pounds^ 
which 

French  comedians  (having  agreed  with  MonC  leFcbure) 
may  eret^  a  Aage,  fcalfolds,  and  featt,  and  all  odier  accom-> 
modations,  which  fliall  be  convenient,  and  a<5t  and  prefent 
interludes,  and  ftage  plays,  at  his  houfe,  in  Drury-lanct 
during  his  Majefty's  plcafure,  without  any  difVurbance,  hin- 
drance, or  interruption.  And  this  fhall  be  to  them,  and 
MT'  le  Febure,  and  to  all  others,  a  fuffiaieitt  di^harge,  &c. 
[The  addre(i  is  wanting-] 

{t)  Id: — The  fcJlowing  lift  of  payments,  which  was 
compiled  from  the  Ikme  MS.  book,  wilt  alfo  fliow  how  much 
the  expence  for  theatrical  entertainments  was  increafed, 
(ince  the  frugal  reign  of  Elizabeth  i  as,  indeed,  the  price  of 
all  things  bad  rifen : — 

97th  April  1634 — A  warrant  for  ^.  220,  unto  John  Lowen, 
Jofeph  Taylor,  and  Elliard  Swanfton,  for  them^ 
lelves,  and  the  reft  of  their  fellows,  the  King's 
players,  for  22  plays  by  them  a^d  before  his 
'  '^ajefty  within  a  whole  year. 
25th  AuguQ  ^34 — A  council-warrant  for  ^,  lOo,  for  tlie 
Prints  players  for  their  attendance  abroad,during 
^  -         thi'pto^refs  of  the  court. 
31^  D^ecemf.  1634 — A  warrant  for  ^.  70,  unto  Chrifto- 
"",'*"  P**"  Beefton  for  himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  thtt 
(^een's  players  for  pbys  a^ed  by  diem  in  1633. 
l8tl* 
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which  Sir.  IJcnry.  Herbert. fays  the  King  gave 
the  author.     X^ic  King  and  Qiieen's  pallion 

for. 

j8th  Janry  163* — A  warrant  for  /^.  i+oo  unto  Mr.  Edmoitd 
Taverner,  to  be  employed  towards' the  charge  of  a 
inafqqetobeprefenteii  beforehis  MajeftyatVyhite- 
hall  at  Shrovetide  next)  the  fame  to  be  taken  wiihouC 
imprefi,  account,  or  other  charge,  to  be  let  upon 
him  his  executors  orafligns.  [This  is  the  mafque, 
which  Sir  Henry  Herbert  records  the  a3ijig  of 
«  OnShrovc-tuefday  night, the  iSthofFebruar)-: 
«  It  was  the  noblell  mafque  of  my  time;  the  belt 
••  poetry;  tbebeftfcencs;  and  die  beft  habiits."] 

?4th  Janry  163?— A  warrant  for  ^.  30  unto  Willicm  Bla- 
grave  for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  his  company,  for 
three  plays  afled  by  the  Children  of  the  Revells  at 
Whitehall  in  1631.— Mem. — Their  bill  wasfign- 
ed  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  Mafter  of  the  RevelFs, 
and  pa  (Ted, 

30th  Janiy  1635 — A  warrant  for  ^.  30,  unto  William  BI^- 
gntvc,  for  himfelf  and  the  rell  of  hjs  company,  for 
three  plays,  aftcd  by  the  Children  of  the  Rcvcils» 
in  1631.— 

\Q1^  May  1635— A  warrant  for  £.  30,  unto  Monf.  Jofus 
Floridor  for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  dw  French 
players,  for  three  plays  aftcd  by  them^  at  the  Cock* 

..     P*'-—   ■ 

^th  May  1635^ — A  warrant  for  /^.  450,  unto  John  Lowenj 

fijir  himfdf  and  the  reft  of  the  King's  players,  for 

twenty  plays  (whereof  5  at ^.20,3  piece,  being  at 

Hampton -court)  by  them  afted  between  I3tl\ 

.May  i624,andthe  jothofMarch  1626. 

IpthD^em'  1635 — A  warrant  for  jt^.  106  to  the  PrinccH 

comedians — viz.  £■.  bo  for  3  plays  a^ed  at  Hamp- 

■    6  '  ;■         ton-) 
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for '  plays    iliowed    ilfelf   ih  tJieir    kiridnefs 

to 

ton-court  at  £.  lo  for  each  play,  in  Septetnber, 
and  Oftober  163+. — And  ^f . +0,  for  four  plays 
at  Whitehall,  and  the  Cockpit,  in  January,  Febru- 
ary, and  May  following,  atj^.  lO  for  fcich  play. — 
Mem. — Their  bill  was  figned  by  Sir  Henry  Her- 
bert, Jofeph  Moore,  Andrew  Kayne  [Kanej 
and  Ellis  Worth.  '  ■■ 

43d  Decemr,  1635 — A  warrant  for  £:  10  unto  John  Na- 
varro, for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  company  of 
Spanifh  players,  for  a  play  prefented  before  his 
Majefty. 
'  8ch  Janry  1635 — A  warrant  for  £.  10.  unto  Jofias  Floridor, 
for  himfelf  and  the  reil  of  the  French  players,  for 
a  tragedy,  by  them  acled  before  his  Majefty  in 
December  laft. — 
24th  March  163^ — A  warrant  for  j^.  90,  unto  M'.  Chriftoj 
pher  Beefton,  for  8  plays  aiSed  by  the  (^cen'S 
players  at  court,  in  1634,  whereof  oik  at  Hamp- 
ton-court. 
10th  May  1636 — A  warrant  for  £.  180,  unto  the  King's 

players,  for  plays,  atSed  in  1635. 
Sth  FTbry  163* — A  warrant  for  £.  50,  unto  Richard  He- 
ton,  for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  company  of  the 
players,  at  Sal i (bury- court,  for  3  plays  afted  by 
them  before  his  Majefty,  in  0£lober,  and  Febru- 
ary 163s  (viz.)  Two  at  ^.20  a  piece,  being  at 
Hamptoncourti  the  other  at  ^.  10,  being  at 
St.  James's. 
15th  March  163*— A  warrant  for  jf.  240,  untoliis  Majef- 
ty's  players — viz.jf.210.  for  21  plays,afled  by 
them  at  £■  10  a  play: — And  ;f.*30more,  for  a 
new  play  called  tie  Royai  Shvi, 

lOtli 
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to    the    players,    who    as     r<vjral    fervaou 


loch  May  1637 — A  wamnt  for  the  payment  of  ^.  150,1111- 
to  Mr.  Cfariftopher  Bcefton,  for  [Jays  aded  by 
the  Queen's  fervants — (viz.)  Four  at  Hamptoa- 
court,  at  ;£.2o  per  play,  in  1635.  —  Five  at 
Whitehall  in  the  lame  year ;  and  two  plays  aded 
by  the  New  Company. 
15  March  i63J- — A  warrant  for  ^.  150  unto  John  "Lowen, 
Jofeph  Taylor  and  Elliardt  Swanfton^  or  any  of 
them,  for  themfetves,  and  the  rcfl  of  die  company 
of  his  Majefty's  players,  far  14.  plays  aded  before 
his  Majeft/,  between  the  30th  of  Septemfaer  and 
die  3d  of  February  Allowing,  1637. — Oik  vrtieret^ 
was  at  Hampton-court,  for  which  [^.  20  is  allow- 
ed ;  the  reft  at  the  ufual  allowance  of  £.  10  z 
play, 
sift  March  163} — A  warrant  for  £.  +0  unto  Joleph  Moore, 
forhimfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  Prince's  players,  for 
three  plays  a^d  before  his  Highnefs,  ttc.  in  No- 
vember, and  December  lafl :  One  whereof  was 
at  Richmond,  for  which  was  allowed  £.  20,  in 
confideration  of  their  travel,  and  remove  c^  goock. 
Z2tii  March  1 63J — Forafmuch  as  his  Majefty's  fervuus,  the 
company  at  the  Blackfryers,  have  by  fpccial  com- 
mand,at  divers  times  within  thefpacec^  this  prelcnt 
year  1638;  a£)ed  24.  plays  before  his  Majeftyifix 
whereof  have  been  performed  at  Hampton-court, 
and  Richmond,  by  means  whereof,  they  were  not 
only  at  thelofs  oftheirdayathome,  but  atextram-- 
dinary  charges,  by  travelling,  and  carriage  of  dieir 
goods ;  in  confideration  whereof  they  are  to  have 
j^.  20  a  piece,  for  thofe  plays;  and  j^.  10  a  piece,  for 
tlM  other  iS  adcd  at  Whitehall,  which  in  the 
vriwle 
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urere    proteded   from  arrefts,    by  frequent 
interpofitions ; 

■whole  amounteth  to  the  Tuiii  of  £.  jOo.— '■Thrfc 
are  therefore  to  pray  and  require  you  out  of  his 
Majefty's  treafure,  in  your  charge,  to  pay  or  caufe 
to  be  paid  unto  John  Lowen,  Jofe[^  Taylor^  and 
Elliardt  Swanfti>n,or  anyoncof  them,  for  them- 
felves,  and  the  reft  of  the  aforef^iid  company,  of  hk 
Majefly's  players,  the  bid  fum  of  ^.  300,  for  aS- 
ing  the  aforelktd  24  plays.— 'And  dicTe  &c. 
6tb  March  1639/40— A  warrant  for  £.SOy  unto  Henry 
Turner  &c.  the  Queen's  players,  for  fcven  plays 
by  them  a<3ed  at  court  in  1638,  &  1639;  n^erc- 
.  of  j^.  zo  for  one  play  at  Richmond. 
4th  April  1640— A  warrant  for  jT.  230,  unto  John  Lowen, 
Jolcph  Taylor,  and  Elliardt  Swanflon  for  thcm- 
felves  and  the  reft  of  the  company  of  the  players, 
for  one  and  twenty  [days,  adicd  bcfiwe  their  JV^ef- 
ty's,  whereof  two  at  Richmond,  for  which  they  ire 
allowed  /^.  20  a  piece;  and  for  the  red  £,  ig  a 
piece ;  all  thcfe  being  aAed  between  the  6th  of 
■  Auguft  1639,  and  the  1  ith  of  Febry  following. 
4tb  May  1640— A  wrarrant  for  ^.  60  unto  the  company  of 
.  the  Prince's  players  (i  iz.)  to  Jofeph  Moore  and 
Andrew  Kayne  [Kane,  or  Cane]  for  themfclvcs 
and  the  reft,  for  3  pbys  by  them  ai^cd  at  Rich- 
mond, at  £.  20  each  play,  in  conlideration  of  dicir 
travelling  sxpences,  and  lofs  of  the  days  at  hoitie, 
thefe  in  the  month  of  November. — Mem. — Their 
bill  was  tcfti£ed  by  Mr.  Ay  ton,  the  Prince's  Gent> 
Uflier. 
30tb  March  1 64O/1  —A  warrant  for  £.  1 60  unto  the  King's 
players,  for  plays  a£led  before  his  Majeily,  the 
Queen,  and  Prince,  between  the  lOth  of  Novem- 
ber 
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(w)  interpolitions ;  and  who,  in  return,  ad- 
hered to  the  King's  fide,  during  the  civil  wan, 
which  involved  all,  in  a  common  ruin.  Sir 
Henry  Herbert  enjoyed  his  full  fhare  both 
of  the  pleafures,  and  diftrcfles,  of  thofe  times. 
The  Mafter  of  the  Revels  feems  to  haw 
cjKrcifed  an  authority  over  the  prefs,  as  well 
as  over  the  players  :  And,  by  virtue  of  fomc 
power,  which  he  probably  derived  from  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  Sir  Henry  Herbert  ofted 

.  iicenfed,  during  that  period,  the  printing  d 
plays,  and  poetry.  The  fame  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, the  Lord  Chamberlain,  who  patron- 
ized Shakfpeare,'  as  the  player -edi'iors  inform 
us,  alfo  endeavoured,  though  without  fuccels, 

■  to  prevent  the  ftealing  of  his  manufcripts, 
the  corruption  of  his  writings,  and  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  poet,  by  furreptitious  printing. 
Lord  Pembroke's  brother,  and  fucceiTor,  in 
office,  made  a  new  effort,  in  1637,  on  the 
complaint  of  the  players,  to  prevent  the  illicit 
printing  of  the  plays,  which  tBey  had  fur- 
chafed  at  dear  rates,  by  addrefling  an  official 

ber  164.0,  and  the  22cl  of  February  1640/I  to  be 
paid  to  John  Lowen,  Jofeph  Tajior,  and  Ellari 
Swanfton  or  any  of  them. 

(«)  In  the  (ame  MS  book,  there  are  many  tUktU  irf pri- 
vilege to  die  players,  and  the  deptndanu  m  tbt  plajm. 
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ediflt  to  the  Mafter  and  Wardens  of  the  Sta- 
tioners* company  {v). 

The 

'  (v)  The  L9m  Gbamhtriiii^i  tJUi  again/i  printing  plays. 
[From  a  MS.  book  in  his  office] 

AAcr  my  hearty  commendations  t— Whereas  complaint 
was  heretofore  prefcnted  to  my  dear  brother  and  predecefTw 
bj  his  MiycAy's  fervaots  the  players,  thaf  fqme  of  the  Com* 
pany  of  Printers  and  Stationers  had  procured  publlflied  and 
printed  divers  of  their  books  of  Comedies  Tragedies 
Interludes  Hiftories  and  the  like  which  they  had  (for  the  Ipe- 
cia]  fecviceof  bisM^efty  and  for  their  ownufe)  bought  and 
provided  at  very  deare  and  high  rates :  By  means  whereof 
not  ofily  they  themfelves  had  much  prejudice,  but  the  books 
much  corruption  to  the  injur}- and  dirgrace  of  the  authors  i 
And  din-eupon  the  Mailer  and  Wardens  of  the  Company  of 
Printers  and  Stationers  were  advifed  by  my  brodier  to  t:^e 
notice  thereof  atid  to  take  order  for  the  ftay  of  any  further 
unprelfion  of  any  of  the  plays  or  Interludes  of  his  Majefty's 
fervants,  without  their  confents;  which  being  a  caution  given 
with  fuch  rcfpeft,  and  grounded  on  fuch  weighty  reafons, 
both  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  the  particular  intereft  of 
the  players,  and  fo  agreaUe  to  common  jullice,  and  that  in- 
different meafure,  which  every  man  would  look  for  in  his 
own  particubr,  it  might  have  been  prefumed  that  there 
would  have  needed  no  further  Order  w  diredion  in  the  bufl- 
aets:  Notwithftanding  which  I  am  informed  that  Tome  Co- 
pics  of  Plays  bdonging  to  the  King,  and  Queen's  Servants, 
the  players,  land  purchafed  by  them  at  deare  rates,  having 
been  lately  ftolen  or  gotten  from  them  by  indire^  means  are 
now  attempted  to  be  printed  and  that  fome  of  them  are  at 
your  prefsf  and  ready  to  be  printed,  which  if  it  fhould  be  fuf- 
fcred  would  directly  tend  to  their  apparent  detriment  and 
great  prejudice  and  to  the  difenabling  of  them  to  do  their 
L 1  Majeftieg 
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The  printers,  however,  were  not  the  only 
ptrOms,  who  furreptitioufly  approprUtcd  tie 
goot/s  of  other  owners.  The  players,  and  the 
direftors  of  players,  ftok  irom  ont  IBotlKr. 

Majefttrt  fervioe :  For  prevention  and  redrefs  tthnto^  it 
re  ilcfired  that  Order  be  given  and  «i«ered  by  die  MsAet 
3ni  Wardens  of  the  Company  of  Prirtters  and  Stxtiwen, 
that  if  liny  plays  be  already  nttrcd,  or  Oitll  hereafter  be 
brought  nnto  ^  Mall,  to  be  eittred  for  printing,  that  no- 
tice thereof  be  given  to  the  King'j  and  Qucat's  femnts  the 
players,  and  an'  inquh-y  nude  of  them  Co  whom  they  do  be* 
long.  And  that  none  be  fuffeied  to  be  printed  untiD  tlw 
alTent  of  their  Majefty's  faid  fervants  be  made  appear  to  tbe 
MaQei'  and  Wardens  of  Ae  Cooipany  of  Printers  and  Sb* 
tioners  by  fome  Certificate  in  Writing  under  tbe  han^  rf 
John  I.owen  and  Jofeph  Taylor  for  the  King's  lenatiCS,inil 
of  Chriftopher  Biefton  for  the  King's  and  (^een's  ywog 
Ccinpa:iy  or  of  fuch  other  perfons  a&  Iball  from  time  to  tiiDc 
have  the  direction  of  tliofe  Companies,  which  is  a  courfe  that 
ean  be  hurtfull  unto  none,  but  fuch  as  go  about  uojutly  to 
avail  themfclves  of  others  goods,  without  refpe£t  of  Oidcr, 
or  good  government,  which  I  [am]  confident  you  »^  be 
cartful  to  avoid :  And  therefore  1  commend  it  to  your  fpedal 
care  and  if  you  (hail  have  need  of  any  further  authority  ot 
power  either  from  hisMajcfty  of  the  Council-taUethebet- 
fcr  to  enable  you  in  the  executirai  thereof,  upon  noticegiTCD 
to  me  cither  byyourfelves  or  by  thcpIi(ycrs,I-wHlendeiTOU 
to  apply  that  further  remedy  thereto  which  fliall  be  Fcqaifift 
And  lb  &c.  Dated  the  lothof  June,  1637.  I*.[embrofa] 
and  M. [onto ornery.} 
To  the  Rlafter  and  War-  ' 

dcnS  of  the  Company  c 

I'rinters  and  Stationers, 

The 
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XKe  Mafter  of  the  Revels  tried,  without  fuc- 
-ce'fs,  to  prevent  this  petty  larceny.  Com- 
plaints were  made,  when  other  meafures  fail- 
ed/ to  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  who  fuppofed 
himlelf/  b'ecaufe  he  was  fuppofed  by  othecs, 
to  -be'  omnipotent  over  the  theatric  world. 
And,  he  iflued  to  the  puny  rulers  of  the  dra- 
matic ftates,  his  imperative  mandates,  which, 
as  they  were  fometinies  enforced  by  impri- 
fonment,  were  generally  obeyed  as  biting 
ia-wt  (w). 

Yet, 

(w)  \Vhereas 'WiHiam  BieftonOent.  Goremor&c.  of  the 
Seng's  and  Queen's  Young  Company  of  Players  at  the  Coclc- 
pit  ui  Drury  Lane,  had)  reprdeiUed  unto  his  IVl^efty,  that  thfe. 
(^veral-  plays  hereafter  naeotioncd  (viz.)  Witt  without 
Money;  The  Night  Walltersi  The  Knight  oftiie  burning 
Peftillt  Fathers  owne  Sonne;  Cupids  Revcngej  The 
3on4n^i  The  Renegado;  A  New  way  to  pay  Debts; 
The  Greu  Dakc  of  Florences  The  Maid  of  Honor  {  The 
Traytorj  The  Example;  The  Young  Admirall;  The 
Qp9it^nity}  A  Witijf  &yrc  one;  I^ves  Cruelty}  The 
Wedding ;  The  Maids  Revenge  i  The  Lady  of  Plealure  { 
The  Schoole  of  Complement  J  TTic  grateful  Servant;  The 
^i^ooation ;  Hide  Parke  %  Philip  Chabot  Admiral  of 
France;  A  Mad  Couple  well  met^;  All's  I0&  by  Luft  ^ 
T^  Changeling;  A.fayre  Quarrellj  The  SpaniOi  C^fie( 
Tbe  World;  I'he  Sunnes Darling i  Love's  Sacrifice;  Tis 
jPitty  fliee's  a  Whore  j  George  a  greeiie  ;  Loves  Miftrefei 
The  Cunning  Lovers ;  The  Rape  of  Lucrefe ;  A  Trick  tv 
cheat  the  Devill;  A  FocJe  and  her  Maydenhead  foon  part- 
«(li  King  John  and  Matilda;  A  Ciity  Night  Cap;  The 
LI2  Bloody 
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Yet,  it  lomctimes  required  the  authority  of 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  the  penalty  of 
imprifonment,  to  oblige  the  managers  of  play- 
houfes  to  obey  the  accuftbmed  powers  of  the 
Mafter  of  the  Revels ;  fo  obftinate  is  intcrcft, 
when  oppofed  to  duty.  William  Beefton,'who 
feemsto  have  Incceeded  his  father  Chriilopher 
Beefton,  in  the  management  of  the  young 
players  at  the  Cockpit,  in  Drury-lanc,  was 
thus  induced  to  difobcy  the  orders  of  the 
Mafter  of  the  Revels ;  performing  a  forbidden 
play,  "  which  had  relation  to  the  paflages  of 
"  the  King's  journey  into  the  Northj  whereof 
'*  his  Majefty  complained  "  to  Sir  Henry  Her- 

Bloody  Banquet! ;  Cupid's  Vagaries  j  Tlie  Conceited 
Diikc  i  and  Appius  aiid  Virginia  j  do  all  and  every  of  tbem 
properly  and  of  rig^t  belong  to  tlic  faid  houfe ;  and  confe- 
(jiienily,  that  they  are  all  in  his  propriety.— And  to  the  end 
that  any  other  companies  of  atSlon  in  or  ^K>tit  Loitdon  DmII 
not  prfcfuine  co  zdc  any  of  them  to  the  prejudice  of  him  the 
fnid  William  Bieflon  and  his  company — His  Majrftybath 
lignifiod  his  royal  pleafurc  unto  me  thereby  reqiuring  me  to 
declare  fo  much  to  all  other  companies  of  ai£tors  hereby  con- 
Ccrnable,  that  they  are  not  any  ways  to  intermeddle  with,  or 
a£l  any  of  the  above  mentioned  plays.— -Whereof  I  require 
,«ll  mad  era  and  govcrrtOrs  of  pbyhoufcs,  and  all  others  iriiom 
it  may  concern  to  take  notice  and  to  forbear  tu  impeach  ibe 
faid  William  Eiefton  in  the  preniiffes  as  they  tender  bis 
Majefly's  difplcaftire,  and  will  anfwer  the  contempt.  Dated 
liie  loth  of  Aupuft  1639.  [From  a  MS.  book  in  the  Lotd 
Chamhcrlnin's  offite.] 

bert. 
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bert.  The  Lord  Chamberlain  ifllied  his  of- 
ficial ediil  againft  hiin{jf).  Beefton  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Marfhalfey,  by  virtue  of  his 
warrant,  for  playing  without  a  licenfe  j  yet, 
he  was  in  a  few  days  difcharged,  on  making 
a  formal  fubmiifion  to  fcenic  power, 

(x)  The  followifif  i«  a  copy  of  tfw  Lord  Chamberlain's 
order}  feom  a  MS.  book  in  his  office : — 

Whereas  William  Bief^on  and  the  company  of  players  of 
the  Cockpit  in  Drury-lanc  hjvc  lately  u^ed  a  new  play 
without  any  licenfe  from  the  Mafter  of  his  Majefty's  Revclis, 
and  being  commanded  to  fmbear  playing  or  aSing  of  the 
Gune  play  by  the  ^d  Mafter  of  the  ReycUi,  imd  commandet) 
lilcewife  to  forbear  all  manner  of  playing,  have  notivithlbnd- 
ing  in. contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  iaid  Mafter  of  the 
Revells  and  the  power  granted  unto  him  under  the  great  feal 
of  England  aStcd  the  (aid  [day  and  others  to  die  prejudice  of 
hisMaj^y's  fervicQ  and  in  contempt  of  the  office  (^  the  Re- 
yells  [whereby]  he,and  they)an<}  all  other  companies,  ever  have 
licen  and  ought  to  be  governed  and  regulated :  Thefe  are 
therefore  in  his  Majefty's  name  and  fignitication  of  his  royal 
[^«afiire  to  comsund  the  faid  William  Biefton  and  the  reft 
of  that  company  of  the  Qoclipit  players  from  henceforth  atul 
upon  figh;  hereof  t»  forbear  to  a£i  any  playe  whatlbever  un- 
til they  (hall  be  rcftored  by  the  fajd  Mafter  of  the  Revells 
unto  dicir  Ibrmer  liberty.  Whereof  all  parties  concemable 
are  to  take  notice  and  confi^rm  accordingly  as  they  and 
cvefy  of  ii\aa  will  anfwer  jt  at  tbeir  peril.  Dated  the  3'.  of 
May  16+0. 
To    W»  Biefton,    Qeorge  Efloteville-j 

and  the  reft  of  the  Company  of  Players  > 

at  die  Cockpit  in  Drury-lane,  J 

1 1  3  But. 
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But>  his  rebellion  ag^ll;  authority'  fcema 
not  to  have  been  foon  forgotten.  He  was  not 
long  after  fuperfeded  in  his  mansgepieat,  by 
a  perfon,  who  had  more  intereft  than  BecftoDj 
becaiiG:  hp  knew  better  hovv  to  ple^fe.  This 
was  Wiliiaai  P'Avenant,  the  lawful  fon  of 
John  D'Avenant,  yintner,  in  Oxford*  the /up- 
pojed  fon  of  Shakfpeare,  and  the  opponent  of  Sir 
Henry  Herbert.  D'Avenant  was  born,  in  Fe- 
bruary i6o|;  and  entered  of  Lincoln  college, 
Oxford,  in  1621 :  But,  leaying  the  uniyerfity, 
without  a  degree,  becairje  6rft  the  page  of 
the  Duchefs  of  Richmond,  then  an  at^daot 
on  Lord  Brook,  and  afterwards  a  fervant  of 
the  Queen.  .  As  a  dramatic  writer,  he  pub- 
jiihed  Albmmy  iq  \  ^2p  i  the  Cruel  Brothtr, 
in  1630;  the  ^a/^/j^a/ww,  in  1630  J  thcTflu- 
pk  of  Love,  in  1634;  the  'Triumphs  of  the 
V rime U Amour, \n  1635;  \^%t'latQnicL9\t^ft 
in  1656^  the  Wit4t  in  1636;  Britannia  tri- 
umphafis,  in  1637  :  And,  on  the  13th  of  De- 
cember, 1638,  ap  annuity  of  ^.  ipo.  was  fet- 
tled on  him'^  by  Charles  t^e  firfl:;  "  ip  c^n- 
;*  fideration  of  Jfrvices  done,  and  to  he  dooe." 
On  the  26th  of  March  1639,  he  was  autho^ 
rized,  by  a  pajent  under  the  great  feal,  a?  we 
learn  from  ttymer,  to  eredl  a  playhouic,  in 
Fleet-ftrect :  ^  But,  from  this  prnjed,  D'Avc- 
•  ■■  nant 
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nant  looa  defined ;  becaufe  his  attention  was 
inuxwdtately  drawn  to  an  objedt  of  lefs  rifquc, 
and  of  morccaJy  execution.  On  the  27th  of 
June  1640,  he  was  .  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Cbamberlain'to  take  into  his  government  the 
i^eatrc,  called  t^e  Cockpit,  in  Drury-lane  (y). 

But, 

(y)  The  following  nppoinlnunt  was  copied  from  a  MS. 
book  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  office.  Mr.  Malonc  has 
auOited  this  document,  in  1639,  inihad  of  164,0.  [Sbak. 
v<)I.i.  p?rti(.  pag.  237-] 

.  5*  Whereas  in  the  pUyhouTe  or  theatre  commonly  called 
the  Cockpit  in  Diury^iaiie  there  are  a  company  of  players 
or  adtors  authorlfcd  by  me  ( as  Lord  Chamberlain  to  bis 
Majefly)  to  play  or  a^  under  the  title  of  the  King's  and 
Qi^en's  fervvits,  and  that  by  reafim  of  foinedilorders  luely 
;imongft  them  committed  they  are  dilkbled  in  their  fervice 
and  quality  :  Thefe  are  therefore  to  fignify  that  by  the  fame 
Kuthotity  I  do  authorife  and  appoint  William  Davenanc 
QinL  one  of  her  Majefty's  fervants,  for  me,  and  in  my  name, 
to  .take  into  his  government  and  care  the  laid  company  of 
j^jrersj  to  goyern,  order,  and  difpofe  of  them  for  adlion  and 
prefentments  and  all  their  affairs  in  the  f^iJ  houfe  as  in  his 
difcretion  {hall  fecm  beft  to  conduce  to  his  Majefly's  fervice 
in  that  quality.  And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  and  command  them, 
all  apd  every  of  tbem,  that  are  lb  authorifed  to  play  in  the 
faid  houfe  under  the  privilege  of  his  or  her  Majefly's  fer- 
vaotS)  aitd  every  one  belonging  as  prentices  or  fervants  to 
thofe  a£|ors  to  play  under  the  fold  privilege,  that  they  obejp 
,the  )ai<l  M'.  Davenaiit  and  follow  his  orders  and  dtredions 
as  they  will  anfwer  the  contrary  i  which  power  or  privilege 
Ik  isjtQCootuuietuid^Dy  during  that  leale  which  M".EIiT 
L  1  4  sabf  th 
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But,  this  authority,  however  agreeable  to  him» 
he  did  not  long  enjoy  j  being  involved  in  the 
contefts  of  the  times,  which  ended  in  accu- 
fation,  and  icnprifonmentr 

In  all  thofe  meafurcs,  whether  favourable^ 
or  adverfe,  Sir  Henry  Herbert  enjoyed  his  ap- 
propriate (hare.  During  that  period,  he  par-r 
look  of  the  piinglcd  plcafure  of  correfttng 
every  new  play  before  it  was  prefentcd;  ^nd 
received  a  fee  of  forty  {hillings,  fpr  his  poios. 
He  received  alfo,  as  Mafter-of  the  Revds, 
from  the  cftafclifhed  playhoafcs,  a  Sumpaer, 
and  a  Winter,  jjenefit,  which  yielded  him  nine 
pounds  pacfi,  ^cc(}r4tng  to  an  average  c^  years. 
In  Odlober  1629,  by  an  agreement  with  die 
King's  company,  which  lafted  till  the  civil 
wars  begapj  he  received^  in  lieu  of  benefits, 
ten  pounds  at  Chriilmas,  ^nd  the  lame  fum 
at  Midfummer.  He  was  paid  alio-  particular 
gratuities  for  fpeci^l  fcrvices,  which  he  re- 
ceived for  the  laft  time,  in  June  1642  ;  as  the 
civil  war  wa§  already  begun.  Apd,  he  po0eft 
what  feems  to  have  been  a  ncccflaty  append- 

zabeth  Bielloii  alias  HuchcCbn  hath  or  doih  hold  in  the  &id 
playhoufe :  Provided  Ke  be  flilt  accountable  to  me  for  his 
care  and  well  ordering  the  faid  coin pany— Given  under  my 
hand  and  feal  diis  27"'.  June  1640." 

P-[cmbrokc]  aBdM.[oii^goinCT7.] 

age  , 
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age  of  his  office,  an  appropriate  box  in  the 
eftabliflicd  theatres  (z). 

In  the  period,  from  1623  to  1643,  the  mo- 
narch of  the  Revels  cxercifed,  like  the  moi* 
narch  over  the  flate,  unbounded  authority 
over  the  dramatic  world.  During  the  unhappy 
)imes,  from  1642,  to  1660,  his  authority  over 
•paftimes  ceafcd ;  while  dll  lawful  power  was 
impugned,  and  all  innocent  paftime  was  de- 
cried. With  the  reftoration  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  magiftrate,  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels, 
affumed  his  former  jurifdiiflion,  but  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find,  that  the  unqualified  Hcentiouf- 
nefs  of  recent  tinies  had  given  men  new  habits 
of  reafoning,  notions  of  privileges,  and  pro- 
-penfities  to  reiiftahce.  During  this  fenfation, 
he  applied  to  the  courts  of  juftice  for  redrcfs; 
but  the  contradiftory  verdifts  of  juries  left 
contentvntt  hy  contraries^  to  execute  all  things. 
The  inler  of  the  paftimes  now  appealed  to  die 
ruler  of  the  ffate ;  but  without  receiving  re- 
drefs,  or  exciting  iympathy.  Mutual  vexations 
produced  at  length,  in  the  dramatic  world, 
mutual  agreement ;  as  the  fame  caufe  had 
already  produced  the  fame  effect,  in  the  po- 
litical world.     But,  like  other  difputcd  jurif- 

{%)  Mal.S)uk.  vol.i.  panii.  pp.144.— 153-154 — 237. 
didions. 
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thority of  the  Maftcr  of  the  RcVfJs  CQ^t^^l^egl 
to  be  ■oppreffive  in  its.jjjpcriixtendancci*  un- 
tp  tk^  Revoiatm  taught- hrw  leffons  to  all 
j^rtips. 

Soon  after  hjs  ^vancement  to  the  vice- 
rpyalty  of  the  Revels,  Sir  Henr;y  Herbert  fet- 
tled with  his  fari^ily*  ^t  Woodfoitl  in  E&rx; 
\vhere,  he  kincjly  received^  in  1620,  his  bfo- 
_t|^er  George,  who  w.as  affli,dled  vi'mx  an  ^i(C^ 
95  Walton  ioform  us.  Sir  Hepry  reixoed  itf 
CMfea,  during  the  civil  wars(a)»  And  io 
tt^ 

(fl)  It  appear?,  from  the  parifli  regifter  of  Chdln,  byi 
■Lyfons,  [EnWrons,  vol.  ii.  p.  127,]  that  Rklurd,  the  fecood 
fijn  of  Sir  ^tfiry  Herbert,  was  baptized,  00  the  95th  <^  Fe- 
bruary 1^57,  and  died  underage.  ThCfC  is  an  aneo^c 
prcfcrved  by  Wood  [  Ath.  vol.  li.  col.  700,]  which,  as  it  Jt 
charaaeriftic  of  Charjes  ift;  during  the  trying  fcencs  of  hts 
ia|l  days,  and  dae«  honour  to  Sir  Henry,  ought  to  be  re- 
(DpnjKred :  "  It  may  not  be  fofgottpn,"  fays  Wood,  **  ttet 
"  Sir  Henry  Herf)ert,  Maftcr  of  the  Revels,  a  gendeqian  in 
"  ordinary  of  bis  M^jcfty's  privy-chamber  [one  that  cor- 
"  elially  loved  and  honoured  the  King,  and  during  the  war, 
ft  tud  futfercd  confiderably  Inhisedatc  by  loqueftnukn  aofl 
^  cahefwife)  meeting  M'.  Thomas  P^erb^rt  his  kinTnmi  in 
"  S'  James's  paric,  firft  inquire^  how  his  Majefiy  did,  wd 
•J  afterwards  prsfeniing  his  duty  to  him,  witb  afliirance,  tfaw 
"  himfdf  with  many  other  of  his  Majefty's  fcrvants  did 
*t  frequently  pray  for  him,  defircd  that  his  Majelly  would 
"hs  pleafcd  w  read,  diftlecond  chapter  of  Eteiefia/Kaa ; 

•'fa 
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thoii:  times,  he  acquired^  though  I  know  not 
hy  what  means^  the  manor  of  Ribbesford,  in 
Warwicklhire.  By  the  influence,  which  he 
there^jy  obtained  orer  Bcwdley,  he  was  choica 
hy  that  borough  a  member  of  the  parliament, 
whjch  met  in  1661  }  though  he  immediately 
vacated  his  feat,  for  the  accommodation  of  his  . 
(on  Henry,  who  long  reprefcnted  this  town, 
wherein  they  ha4  many  mefluagcs.  Sir  Henry 
^^t  the  office  of  the  Revels  in  Cary-Houic, 
duniig  his  (^ifpijtes  with  Thomas  Kilhgrew, 
Sir  William  D'Avepant,  John  Rhodes,  and 
th?,  other -proprietors  of  theatres,  in'i66Q, 
j66i,,apd  1662.  Killigrew,  who  probably 
hjid.c^ft  his  ey?  on  the  fame  office,  entere4 
jatp  an  agfeement  of  mnity  for  life  with  Sir 
^enry  j  promifcd  payment  of  damages  for  the 
paft  \  and  Xubmiffion  to  fcenic  authority  for 
the  future  :— Sir  Henry  engaging,  to  fupport 
Killigrew,    if  neceffity  ihould  require  aflift- 

**  for  he  fhould  find  comrort  in  it,  aptly  fuiting  to  his  pre- 
"  font  condition.  Accordingly  M'  Herbert  acquainted  the 
"  King  therewith,  who  thanlted  Sir  Harry,  and  commended 
"  him  for  his  excellent  parts,  being  a  good  Icholar,  foldier, 
"  and  accompliihcd  courtier ;  and  for  his  many  years  faith- 
*•  ful  ferv  ice  much  valued  by  the  King,  who  prefently  turned 
**  to  that' chapter,  and  read  it  with  much  iatisfaftion," 
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ance  {6).  The  other  theatrical  managers  were 
more  litigious  j  bccaufe  they  had  Icfs  to  hope, 
and  more  to  fear,  than  Killigrew.  The  liti- 
gants might  have  all  exclaimed  with  Con- 
ilance  :  "  When  law  can  do  no  right,  "let  it 
**  be  lawful,  that  law  bar  no  wrong."  The 
truth  is,  that  on  the  one  fide,  there  was  a  pa* 
lent,  under  the  great  feal,  with  ancient  cuf- 
tom,  and  a  fenfe  of  injury,— -on  the  other  fide, 
there  was  a  Hcenfe,  under  the  privy  fignet, 
with  new  inodes  of  thinking,  fenfibility  of 
oppreffion,  and  feelings  of  want.— While  the 
ancient  aurfiority  of  the  ruler  of  the  Revels 
Wis  thus  fhaken  to  its  bafe,  he  was  neither 
fupported  by  the  King,  who  had  many  claim- 
ants to  gratiiy;  nor  countenanced  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  the  Earl  of  Manchefter,  who 
was  no  friend  tp  paftimes,  and  probably 
looked  at  the  office  with  envy  (c), 

(b)  See  the  ^reemenc,  which  is  curious,  in  Mai.  Shak, 
vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  263. 

(f )  The  MalTer  of  the  Revels  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
his  cUlms,  in  confequence  of  thofc  lidgatioos,  fays  Mr,  Ma- 
lone,  and  his  office  ceared  to  be  attended  with  either  autho- 
rity or  profit.  [Shafc.  yol.i.  partii.  p.asB.]  Thispofition 
is  too  broad :  His  authority  was  certaii^  Ihaken,  without 
overthrow ;  and  his  profits  were  leflaied,  without  being  ab- 
folutely  loft. 

Sir 
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Sir  Henry  Herbert  was  now  well  ftricketi 
in  years  ;  he  was  mortified  by  difcountenance, 
and  irritated  by  oppofition.  He  retirtd,  ac- 
cordingly, to  his  independent  ieat  at  Ribbef- 
ford,  leaving  a  deputy,  no  doubt,  to  exercifc 
a  difputed  authority,  and  to  receive  litigated 
fees.  He  here  enjoyed  a  refpefted  old  age, 
during  the  happieft  period  of  his  life.  And, 
he  died  on  the  27th  of  April  1673;  leaving 
to  his  fon  conliderable  polTelBons,  and  to  two 
daughters  handfome  (</)  fortunes  ;    including, 

(d)  His  will  is  dated  on  the  ift  of  Jafiry  167};  a  codicil 
W2S  ^ded  oa  the  9th  of  April ;  and  both  were  proved,  in  the 
prerogative-court,  on  the  15th  of  May,  by  Henry  Hcrbert^^ 
Sir  Francis  Lawley,  and  William  Har^rd  his  executors. 
Sir  Henry  Herbert  married,  for  his  fecond  wife,  Elizabeth, 
a  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Oifiey  of  High  Arcol.  His  foil 
Henry  was  created  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherliery,  by  a  patent 
dated  the  zSdi  April  16941  the  elder  branch  having  failed  in 
1691 :  This  peerage  became  again  extinft,  on  the  death 
of  Sir  Henry's  fon,  Henry,  without  iffite  in  1738.  The 
manor  of  Ribbesfbrd,  thereupon,  pafled  to  Henry  Morley, 
a^efcendant  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  who  took  the  name 
and  arms  of  Herbert.  In  confequence  of  all  thofe  family 
failures,  there  remained  at  Ribbesford  nothing  of  the  Her- 
bert's but  the  Old  CheJ),  which  contained  the  life  of  the  fa- 
mous Lord  Herfjert  of  Cherbery,  that  was  publiihed  by  the 
Eail  of  Orford;  and  the  oiEce-book  of  Sir  Henryj  con- 
taining many  fcenic  particulars,  that  were  given  to  the 
world  by  Mr-^alone ;  being  enabled  to  gratify  curiofity,  by 
the  liberal  communication  of  Mr.  Francis  Ingram  of  Rib- 
besford. 

by 
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by  fpccjal  bequeft,  the  debts,  due  to  him  from 
Charles  ift,  and  Charles  2d  ;  .which  were, 
paid,  during  the  reign  of  Anne. 

The  office  of  the  Revels  was  immediately 
filled  by  Thomas  KiUigrew,  one  of  the  grooms 
of  the  King's  bedchamber ;  by  means,  pro- 
bably, of  a  reverfionary  patent.  The  new 
lUafter  of  the  Revels  was  the  fon  cf  Sir 
Robert  Killigrew,  chamberlain  to  the  Queen ; 
and  was  born  at  the  manor  of  Hanworth,  in 
February  161 1.  Of  Thomas  ICilligrevl',  Wood 
delights  to  tell,  that  be  -was  not  educated  at  a»y 
unkierjity.  He  was  appointed  page  of  honour 
to  Charles  ift  j  to  whom,  in'  his  various 
fortunes,  he  faithfully  adhered.  Attending 
Charles  2d  in  his  exile,  he  contributed,  by 
his  convivial  humour,  to  alleviate  the  pref- 
fures  of  penury.  In  this  fitiiation,  he  culti- 
vated dramatic  poetry,  though  without  much 
fuccefs,  whatever  were  his  diligence.  Iii  1651, 
Kiiligrew  was  fent  to  Venice,  as  refident  am- 
baiTador ;  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  graver 
fervants  of  Charles  ad,  fays  Clarendon.  As  a 
negotiator,  he  did  neither  honour  to  his  mafter, 
nor  credit  to  hlmfelf.  His  return  was  cele- 
brated by  Denham,  in  the  following  airy 
verfes ;  whicli  are  at  once  chara^fteriftic  of 
the  wiiter,   and  of  the  fubjedl  :— 

^  "Our 
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"  Our  refident  Tom  ' 

"  From  Venice  Is  cdmo,     ■ 
*^  And  has  left  all  the  ftaceTman  bekiniUo); . 

"  Talks  at. the  iame  pitch), 

"  Is  as  wife,  is  as  rich, 
*  And  juft  where  you  left  him,  you  tind  hioV.' 

"'But,  who  feys  he's notf' ■'    '  ' 

•*  AnknbFmuth'iMcih;;  '■ 
'^  May  repent  of  this  ^fe  accu&tion;. 

"  Paving  pUttt4y  ofi^  penn'd,  , 

*'  Six  plays  to  attend 
■*'  On  the  Parce  of  his  Negotiation'  [e)" 
■  ■  iCimgrew  returiieiJ  to  England  at  the  Rejlo-^ 
ratwn ;  when  his  conviviality  was  at  length 
heightened  by'dijoynpent,  and  his  profpeifb 
Wert  brightened  by  hope.  He  t*as  foon  ap^ 
pointed  Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  to  Charles 
2d;  and,  continuing  in  high  ikvouf  with  the 
King,  he  Is  faid  to  have  had  accefs,  which 
his  office  doubtlefs  gave  him,  at  times  when 
peers  were  denied.  While  Wood  commemo- 
rates his  many  generous  aifls  to  the  fuffering 
Cavaliers,  be  fourly  remarks,  that  Killigreu^ 
Was  the  King's  Jefttr.  During  that  joyous 
it^fon,  paAimes  were  revived,  with  double 
^elifh.     A  patent,  under  the  King's  privy  fig- 

(«)  The  Bisg.  Dram,  gives  the  titles  of  j€vtn  dramas, 
which  were  writteirby  Thomas  Killigrcw,  inhisexilej  oiw 
of  them  was  probably  cocnpofed  afttr  the  Farct  of  his  Ne- 

net, 
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net,  was  granted, on  the  iithof  Auguft  1660, 
to  Thomas  KUligrew,  »ad  Sir  William  D'Ave- 
nantj  empowering  them  to  ered  new  play- 
hottfes,  and  to  embody  two  companies,  with 
the  fble  right  of  regulation,  and  the  cx- 
clufive  privilege  of  afting.  Under  this  (/} 
patent,  oppofed  as  it  was  by  Sir  Henry  Her- 
bert, two  companies  erf"  aftors  were  imtnedi- 
ately  foftned :  Killigrew's  was  called  fie 
King's  Company ;  D'Avenant's,  ibe  Duke  of 
Tori's  Company.  Killigrew  appointed  Ma- 
hun.  Hart,  and  Lacy,  the  fuperintendants  of 
the  King's  company;  which,  removing  from 
the  Red-bull  to  Vere-ftreet,  where  they  begaa 
to  a£t,  on  the  8th  of  November  1 660,  after- 
wards fettled  in  Drury-lane,  where  they  open- 
ed thfir  theatre,  on  the  8ih  of  April  1662. 
But,  fuccefs  foon  begat  difcontent.  Thc'roy- 
3I  company  complained  to  the  King,  of  t^ 
obftruition  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revets,  aqd 
of  the  oppreflicn  of  the  Mailer  of  the  Thea- 
tre. This  complaint- was  referred  to  tbe 
]  .ord  Chamberlain,  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  and 
Sir  John  Dcnham,  who  reported  their  opinira 

(/)  1'iiis  grant  is  puUtfhed  in  Mai.  Shak.  toLi.  ptrtiii 
p.  144-     Stecvciif's  Shak.'  vol.  ii.  p.  397. 
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to  be,  that  the  complaint  Was  grpundlels  (g). 

With  tliis  judgment,  in  his;  favour,  and  the 

agreement 

(g)  The  petition  of  Mohun,  Shattcrel,  Hart,  anj  other 
players,  agaiiilt  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  and  Thomas  KilHgrew, 
may  be  Teen  in  Mat.  Shak.  v<A.  i.  pan  ii.  p.  248,  and  in 
Steevens's  Shak.  1793,  vol.  ii<  p.  4O2:  The  fUbjoined  B-e- 
port,  iroQi  a  copy  in  the  paper-office,  in  anfwer  to  it,  wiU 
form  a  proper  fuppiemtnt  to  the  pttltioa  ;— 
"  May  it  plea fe  your  Majefty: 
**  According  to  your  Majefty's  Command  Wee  hav« 
"  heard  M^  Kiliigrew  concerning  the  complaints  made 
"  againft  him  by  the  Company  in  exercifing  a  power  beyond 
«  your  Majefty's  Graunt  [jift  Auguft  1660]  And  wei 
«*  find  by  your  Maf".  Letters  Patent,  that  your  Ma^i*.  bafli 
**  granted  to  him  fiill  and  abfolute  power  to  make  and  con- 
*•  ftitutea  Company  of  A£tors  or  Players,  to  be  under  hi4 
**  fole  government  and  authority ;  and  that  he  Ihall  give 
**  them  refpedively  fuch  allowances  as  he  {hall  tiiink  fit ; 
**  and  that  be  hath  power  to  take  in,andeje£twhomhelhill 
"  think  hieet.  And  ^i'ee  do  find  that  he  hath  been  fo  far  from 
**  abufing  this  power,  that  he  hath  made  very  litde  ufe  of  it 
**  'bitherto :  Only  in  giving  Letters  of  Attorney  to  Moone 
"  [Mohun]  Uart^  and  Lacy,  to  be  fuperiutendants  over  the 
**  reft,  »dio  by  virtue  of  that  power  have  taken  in  one  Char^ 
"  three  quarters  of  which  they  have  enjoyed  thele  ten  months, 
**  and  impofed  on  the  Company  £^,  300  ^ aon,  for  two  hired 

.*.*.  men;  fo  that. having  upon  complaint  of  the  reft  of  the 
**  Company  recalled  that  Letter  of  Attorney,  and  givea.up 

.«  die  three  quarters  of  tbc  Ifaare  to  the  Company,  whicb 
*'  laves  them  the  ^.  200  p.  ann,  all,  that  he  pretonds  to,  is 
M  only  the  {hare  pf  Bird,  ^ho  is  dead,  by  which  the  Company 
"  arcjiinersi  for  had  thcLetterof  Attorneyconiinued,  th9 
Mm  **  Ccmpuiy 
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agreement  rf  an^y  with  Sr  Henry  Herbert, 
in  his  pocket,  KUligrew  found  leifure  v»  pub- 
lifii  his  dramas  in  i664>  with  bis  piSure  pre- 
fixed to  them  i  as  Wood  remarks.  He  now 
pafled  his  time  merrily ;  being  pleafed  him- 
ielf,  and  endeavouring  to  pleafe  {b)  others ; 
tiU  the  Mtfterfhip  gf  the  Revels  was  a^ually 
femneferred  to  him,  by  the  demife  of  Sir  Heniy 
Herbert.  He  immediately  announced  his  ac- 
ceffion  to  this  power ;  which  be  was  a^ve 

^  JZomjMiy  had  not  on^  loft  the  profit  of  that  fhare,  but  this 
**  alfih  For  hy  hU  power  die^  that  took  the  other  flure 
**  would  have  enjoyed  this ;  The  unreaJboiblcnefi  of  their 
**■  excqitions  is,  they  have  profited  tfacle  twelve  moutfas  ty 
«*  that  liune  power,  vriiich  now  they  dilftute ;  iriiidi  If  he 
**  can  givcj  be  may  certainly  enjoy.  All  irtiich  power  he 
**  pretends  to,  ia  confefled  under  their  hands  and  feals,  and 
^  Ibey  bave  aded  1^  it  thefc  ten  nx>nths. 

«<  £.Maitchcfter. 
«  Lauderdaill. , 
«  Jo.  Denham."' 

{h)  In  a  document,  which  isprelcrved  in  the  pq)fer-«ffce^ 
lob&rve  the  following  payments  in  1667: — 

To  the  keeper  of  the  theatre  at  WhitduB    ^^.30  —  — 
To  die  fame  for  keeping  clean  dnt  ptaoe, 

|t  ann.     -     -     _-'_---      (_.« 
To  Mr.  Thomas  KlUigrew'a  bill  fbr^ays, 

afted  befiire  his  Majefty^      -    -    -  560  —  — 
To  Sir  WiUiam  D'Avenanc  for  phiys  s£tal 

before  the  King    -----  450  —  — 


to 
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to  enforce,  by  the  moft  effefitual  means  {i). 
The  union  of  the  two  funftions,  of  Mafter  of 

(i)  In  the  London  Gasette,  Nf  7781  from  ThuHilstf 
Ma;  fft  to  Monday  May5th,  [1673]  appeared  the  following 
advcrtifement :  — 

«  The  office  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  void  by  die 
■*  death  of  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  who  deceafed  on  the  27th  of 
•*  April  la|b,  is  now  enjoyed  by  Thomas  KiUignw>  Etf. 
"  one  of  the  Gioomt  of  his  Majefty's  bedchamber,  at  whdf 
**  lodgings  in  Whitehall,  any  Peribn,<»:  Perfons,  may  bein* 
**  formed,  where  thofe  who  had  any  licenfes  irom  the  faid  Sir 
**  Henry,  or  are  otherwife  concerned  in  the  fiud  Office  of 
**  Mafler  of  the  Rerds,  may  make  their  apfriicatious  for  w- 
'<  newing  of  former,  or  taking  out  of  new  .liccnfes,  or  what 
*•  die  relates  unto  the  laid  office."— 'This  a^vertifpment 
was  r^ated  in  the  Gazette  N"  780.— And  in  N"  78a,  there 
was  the  following  advcrtifement,  which  was  repeated  in  the 
Gazette  N"  785. — *^  That  all  Juftices  of  the  Peace  and  others 
*»  his  Majefty's  Olfinrs,  whom  it  may  concern,  do  take  care 
-  *<  that  all  perfons,  that  prefent  publickly  any  playes,  0>owes» 
**  or  operations,  upon  any  ftage  Ik,  may  produce  their  li- 
<*  cenfe,  under  the  hand  and^i7/,of  Thomas  Killigrew,£fqr. 
**  now  Mafter  of  the  Revels}  and  in  cafe  they  want  fuch  U- 
**  cenles,tbattheybe  lay'd  hold  on,  and  the  faid  M'.Kiliigrew 
«  certified  of  the  lame." — Theyrii/,or  rather  the^dm^ofKil- 
ligreWiBsMafterofdie  Revels,  has  come  down  to  the  prefent 
time.  TheuwfloIrRi/KijWlucbfcH'mcdthis^im^hasbeenre- 
trtevedby  the  a^ve  dilcernmcnt  of  Mr,  Douce,  who  kindly 
permitted  me  to  have  a  new  Ibunp  made  for  a  TAiL-Pt£CE 
to  this  Apology}  thinking  the  impreffion  faiight  gratify  the 
lovers  of  the  dnma.  The  double  eagle  dif^dayed,  and  tht 
liODj  are  the  anas,  and  crcft  of  the  Ktlligrews.  The  legend 
is  cc^ed  from  die  formal  words  of  the  ancient  commiffiotv 
teth«  Mafters  of  the  Reveii.  See  Carew's  Cornwall.  £d. 
1769,  p.  150.  • 

Mm  2  the 
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the  Revels,  and  Manager  of  a  Theatre,  gave 
Killigrew  a  pretence  to  do  mifchiefy  widioot 
any  incitement  to  do  good.  He  lived  to  fee 
the  two  companies  united, tin  1682;  after 
various  accidents,  from  the  plague,  and  fire, 
and .  fevcral  revolutions,  from  the  changes  of 
fa(hion,  Thomas  Killigrew,  died  in  March 
1687;. and  vfas  buried,  by  his  dying  requeft, 
in  the  vault  under  WeftminAer-abbfey ;  near 
liis  beloved  wife,  and  his  lifter.  Lady  Shan- 
non {A).  Denham  has  left  a  couplet,  which 
-acutely  difcriminates  the  iaculties  of  two  of 
the  wittieft  men  of  that  age  :— 

"  Had  Cnvley  ne'er j^oif,  Killigrew  ne'er  wriV, 
"  Combin'd  in  one,  they'd  made  a  matchlefs  wit." 

After  a  while,'  the  fceptre  of  the  Revels 
was  delivered  into  the  hand  of  Charles  Killi- 

{i)  His  will  is  dated  on  the  1561  of  Maid),  and  was 
proved  in  the  prerogative-court,  on  the  igtb  of  the  fame 
iDuDth,  by  bis  Ton,  Heny,  his  executor,  and  refiduary  lega- 
tee. He  left  fome  houfes  in  Scotland-yard ;  and  he  fpeaks 
of  a  pcnilon  from  the  King,  which  may  poffibly  have  been 
an  extra-£ilary,  as  Mafier  of  the  B.cvels.  He  is  Ciid,  by  tiie 
biognphers,  to  have  had  two  wires  j  but  be  fpeaks  in  his 
wilt'^f  only  one  beloved  wife.  In  the  will,  there  is  nojcft, 
Thomas  Killigrew  wis  uncle  to  Henry  Bennet,.the  firft  £ail 
t>f  Arlington,  wlo  fucceeded  the  Earl  of  St.  Albans,  as  Lord 
Chamberlain,  on  the  i  ith  of  September  1674.  The  cen- 
.vtviality  of  the  one,  and  llie  power  of  the  c»ticr,  may  hare 
^wnoted  eadi  other's  views. 

grew. 
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grew.  He  was  born,  in  1S50  ;  but  of  what" 
parentage,  I  could  not  learn,  in  the-  college  of  • 
heralds.  He  was  early  in  life  Appointed  Gen- 
tletnan  Uflier  to  <^ecn  Catherine,  while  Sir 
Wiliiam  Killigrew,  the  elder  brotliSr"  of  the' 
former  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  was  Vice-cham- 
berlain to  the  iame  Queen.  This  coincidence- 
of  appointment  and  name  fhows  a  proximity 
of  blood,  and  famenefs  of  intereft.  The  un- 
fuccefsful  complaint  of  the  King's  company, 
againfl:  ll'bomas  Killigrew,  probably  induced 
'  him  to  place  Charles  Killigrew  at  the  head  of 
his  difcontentcd  troop,  as  their  fuperintend- 
ant.  Charles  Killigrew  appeared,  as  the  chief 
of  that  company,  when  they  compbined  of 
Drydcn  about  the  year  1678,  for  his  breach 
of  (/)  contradl.in  furnifliing  bU  goods.  Charles 
Killigrew  was,  afterwards,  appointed  Comp- 
troller of  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the 
Receiver  General  of  the  Cuftoins.  He  feems 
to  have  been  too  prudent  a  man  todiftinguifh 
himfclf,  like  the  other  Killigrews,  eitlier  as  a 
writer,  cr  a  wit.  But,  he  diligently  attended 
to  the  difcharge  of  his  feveral  tnifts,  and  the 
accumulation  of  confiderable   wealth.      He 

(/)  Steevens's  Shale,  vol.  ii.  p.  s86, 

M  m  3  died 
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die4t  in  Janqary  i7S5>  whca  he  had  advanced 
to  feventy-five  («)  years  of  4ge. 

A<£tiog  as  Ruler  of  the  Revels,  during  five 
rcignsj  be  lived  tp  foe  various  changes  of 
mtfi^ '  coloand  ^•-  He  probably  exercifed 
fuch. power  only,  from  xt%i  to  1689,  as  had 
been  left  him  by  bis  predecel^;  But,  the 
Revohutiojj,  gave  a  new  caft  to  the  feveral 
parts  of  our  government ;  in  the  church ;  in  the 
ftate ;  and  in  our  paftimes.  While  the  pmwer 
of  the  King  was  foftened  ^nto  in^uence,  the 
authority  of  the  Lord  Chamtierlain  remained, 
•without  reftriftjon,  oyer  the  theatrci  opening, 
i^nd  ihuttingi  playhoufes;  imprifoning,  and 
liberating,  players^  correcting,  and  rejeding, 
plays:  The  fcenk  world  looked  up  to  the 
J^ord  Chamberlain,  as  tlje  fun  of  their  fyftem. 
la  their  ^eavens^  the  M^A^  of  the  HeveU 
twinkled,  ei4y>  as  fi  tlar.  of  the  lower  ordec, 
Yet;  this  flar  continued  ftill  to  h^ve  its  inBu-t 

{m)  Charles  EiUigrQW,  v^p  refilled  in  Somerfet-hmile^ 
Blade  his  willoh  the  30th  of  May  1723  ;  which  was  proved 
in  the  prerogative- office  on  the  4th  ofjantiary  17}^  by  his 
fan  Guilford,  hts  executor.  His  wife  Jemima,  and  his  other 
fbni  Chai^  furvived  him.  Among  feveral  manon,  his 
refident  aianfion  was  Thornham-hal]  in  SuiTolk;;  be  had 
hrge  fums  in  the  public  ftocks :  And  be  had  an  interell  in 
the  patent  of  die  IbeaQv-roya),  inDrury-lancj  us  af^ean 
hy  his  -mBf 
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ence  in  th&molntiQns  of  the  dsuna.  Tbeaid 
of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revds  contributed  greatty 
to  the  cdJebrated  conqu^  which  Cqllieu 
gained  over  the  mmoraSty^  and  prefimeneft,  ci 
the  ftage,  at  the  conclufion  c£  King  William's 
teign.  Even  moJefi  Cibbcr  acknowledges,  that 
"  die  Maftcr  of  the  Revels^  who  dben  Ucmfed 
**  aU  pl^t  fir  the  fiagt^  aflifted  this  refinnUL* 
'*  tion,  with  a  more  zealous  feverity  than 
*'  ever  (x).  This  utlH^  of  the  office  ceaied» 
however,  on  the  acceflion  of  George  ift; 
when  a  new  patent,  which  waf  made  oat  with 
as  ItKle  caution,  as  any  preceding  grant  of  the 
lame  kmd,  was  conferred  on  Sir  Richard  Steel. 
CoUey  Cibbei;,  and  their  afCxiates  j  for  aid- 
ing plays,  without  fubmitting  them  to  die  U-^ 

(a)  Apology  325 :  **  He  wouM  ftrike  out,"  continues 
Cibber,  "  whole  fcenes  of  a  vicious,  or  ioinwnl  charaSer, 
"  though  it  were  vifiUy  flioWn  to  be  refwnied,  or  pontlb- 
**  ed ;  a  feverc  inftznce  of  thtt  Icind  blling  upon  mylelf 
•*  maybean  excufe  for  m^/elatJDg  it:  Wixa  Rieharti tl/t 
c  tbird  (aa  I  altered  It  from  Shakfpeare)  came  from  his 
"  handi  to  the  ftage  [1700}  he  expunged  die  whcde  firft 
**  a3,  without  fpadng  a  line  of  it  He  bad  an  c^je^on  to 
**  the  whole  a^  and  die  realbn  he  gave  for  it  was,  that  th« 
"  diftreiTet  of  King  Hatry  tbt  fuitb,  who  is  killed  by 
*t  Richard,  in  the  fiiil  ad,  would  put  weak  people  too 
**  much  in  mind  of  King  "Jamts  then  living  In  France^  a 
**  notsblc  proof  of  his  zeal  for  the  government !"— Well 
mi^^t  Pope  cry  out,  msitfi  Cibber ! 

M  m  4  cenie. 
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tenOif  or  reTiiion>  of  any  officer.  Charles  Kil- 
ligrew,  as  MaAefof  the  Revels,  demaodedbis 
fee  of  forty  fhilllngs,  on  prefenting  every  new 
play.  With  aj9c<3Kd  indejieadence  of  his 
authority,  they  leiiiibd .  his  demand,  and  de> 
nied  fubmiffion  to  his. power  The  patentees 
fent  CoUey  Cibber,  as  envoy-extraordinary, 
to  negotiate  an  amicable  fettkment  with  the 
Sovereign  of  the  Revels^  It  is  amufing  to 
hear,  how  this  flippant  negotiator  explained 
his  own  pretenfions,  and  attempted  to  invali- 
date the  right  of  his  opponent ;  as  if  a  fub- 
feqiient  charter,  under  the  great  Teal,  could 
fuperfede  a  preceding  grant  under  the  fame 
authority.  Charles  Killigrew,  who  was  now 
fixty-five  years  of  age,  f^etns  to  have  been 
oppreiTcd  by  the  infolent  civility  of  Colley 
Cibber.  "  And  from  that  time,"  f^ys  the 
apologift  for  his  own  life,  "  neither  our  plays 
**  or  [nor]  hie  fees,  gave  either  of  us  any  fur- 
•*  ther  trouble  {o)." 

The  unfortunate  iflue  of  this  negotiation 
did  not,  it  fliould  fcem,  malte  the  office  of 
Mafter  of  the  Revels  lefs  defirable,  though  it 
was  certainly  lefs  profitable,  and  important. 
On  the  25th  of  June  1725,  Charles  fjenry 
Lee  was  placed  on  the  difputed  throne  {j>), 

[*).  AFol()gy,  p.  227-8.  (^)   Hift.  Regiftei. 

During 
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Inuring  his  reign  of  nineteen  years,  the  new 
ruler  exerclfed  luch  authority,  as  was  not  op- 
pofed,  and-received  fuqh  fees,  as  were  willingly 
paid.  And,  in  January  1744*  he  died^  as  ob- 
scurely, as  he  had  (g)  lived  j  leaving  a  minor 
widow,  without  children. 

It  was  during  ■  his  feeble  government,  that 
an  event  occurred,  which  formed  a  new  epoch 
in  dramatic  ftory.  Then  it  was,  that  the  aft 
for  licenfing  the  fiage  was  pafled  (r).  The 
origia  of  this  falutary  meafure  has  been  traced 
up  to  various  fources :— To  the  afting  of  Paf- 
quitt  at  the  Haymarket-theatre,  without  a  li- 
cenfe,  by  Henry  Fielding ;  in  oppoiition  to 
cuftom,  and  in  defiance  of  power  (j)  :  To  a 
Farce,  called  the  Golden  Rump  -,  which,  having 
been  brought  to  Gifford,  the  mafter  of  the 

(f )  I  have  not  feen  his  death  ^icntioned  in  die  printol 
regiAcrs.  But,  on  the  24th  of  January  17441  adminillration 
y:2S  granted  of  the  eiFei!3s  of  Charles  Henry  Lee  to  Elisa- 
beth D'Aranda,  widow,  the  mother,  and  cuntrix,  affigned 
to  Martha  Lee,  the  widow  of  the  deceafed,  for  the  ule  of  the 
minor-widow.  [Minute-book  in  the  prerogauve-oSce.} 

(r)  toGeo.  2.  ch.28,\rtiichtook  place  on  the  24th  of  June 
'737-  '^his  a^  was  extended  to  houlcsand  gardens  of  en- 
tertainment, which,  in  future  were  not  to  be  kept  without  a 
licenfc.  [25  Geo.  2.  ch.  36.  ^  3.j 

(j)  Cibbci's  Apology,  ?3I :    Biog.Dnun.  Introd.xIi. 

theatre 
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the^tM  in  Lio^^'s-itm-fields*  was  by  him 
carried  to  the  pr^er  nugiftcate  ;  thinkif^  it 
a  (/)  libe]>  k.  a  trap*  Tliefc  occurreaces  were 
probably  theoftcafiblca  rather  than  tbc  real, 
cattfes,  which  produced  that  pariiamcntuy  re- 
gulation. The  hdi  ig,  that  Sir  John  Bw&ard^ 
on  the  5th  of  March  \yi^-$p  moved  the' 
Houfe  of  Commons,  for  l«ve  to  inm^duce  a 
bill,  far  reftrainiag  the  number  of  (^aj^KwAi^ 
and  for  regulating  common  players.  As  be 
was  fuppoited  by  all  parties  his  motion  pdTcd 
onanimouAy.  But,  the  bill  was  no  foooer  in- 
troduced, than  it  was  rclinquiibed ;  '*  when  a 
••  claufe  was  propo&d  for  enlarging  the  power 
**  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  with  regard  to 
**  licenfmg  plays  (u)."  The  Lord  Chamher- 
lain's  power  had  been  long  exerted,  with  ca- 
pricious irregularity}  his  real  authority  had 
been  f^t ;   but  when  Chat  power  drew  on  it 

{t)  Timberfand's  Debates^  1742.  voI.y.  p.  an  :  Anf 
fee  the  trticlc~of  Tht  GoUen  Riin^,  'm  the  Biog.  Dnun. 
toI.  ii. 

(u)  Chandler's  Debate*,  voLix.  p.93-4:  It  was  £ud, 
b  tkeHoulip  of  CoiiiiiibfM,oii  that  occafion,  that  there  were 
then  no  feirer  than  (Ix  [Jayhoufes ;  **  The  opera-houle,  the 
**  French  playhoule  in  the  HBjinarlcet,  and  the  tbeatrei  io 
"  Covcnt-gardcn,  Dniry-lane,  LinccJn't^nn-fields,  and 
**  Goodman's-fields ;  and  that  thefe  were  double  the  avtn- 
«  ber,  which,  at  the  fiunc  time,  exiftcd  in  Paris." 

the 
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the  eye  of  jealoufy^  it  w^s  fouod  to  be  imeqi^l 
to  the  ufeful  purpofe  of  jcenic  rupcrintend- 
ance  :  A^d*  t^e  imprudenee  of  f&naer  grants 
to  theatfical  maiugers  wm,  pfobi^bly,  now 
recoUeflet)  with  ofQcial  regret. 

Owing  to  all  thofe  c^fes,  the  btUfor  Uctnf- 
jng  tb<  Ji^e*  though  under  a  di&rent  name* 
was*  on  the  aifl  June  1737,  haftjly  paiJed, 
^ter  variot^  d^tes»  whidi  dijclofed  little  in- 
formation about  the  htiloty  of  the  theatre^ 
Jt  was  argoedt  without  coQtnididion.  that  ft 
power  was  to  be  given  by  it  to  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  which  he  had  never  exerciied, 
doling  the  exigence  of  his  dramatic  govern- 
ment, from  the  firfl  regulations  of  Elizabeth, 
to  the  introdmaion  of  ^lis  neceffary  law. 
The  fpeech,  which  Lord  Cfaefter&eld  made 
egainfl:  that  unpopular,  but  ufeful,  meafure* 
has  been,  iingly,  put  by  "Time  into  his  waHet^  at 
films  Jar  oblivion.  During  thofe  debates,  it  was 
forgotten,  that  3.  period  never  exiiled,  when 
the  ftage  was  not  fubje<H:  to  faperintendance  j 
when  players  were  not  licenfcd  j  when  plays 
were  not  reviewed  and  correded,  allowed  ot 
rcjedted.  The  wife  regulations  of  Elizabeth* 
for  allowing  the  ufe,  but  correfting  the  abufe* 
of  the  ftage,  were  equally  forgotten ;  though 
ihe  had  been  advifed  by  Waliingham,  and  af- 
iifted 
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fifted  by  Elurghley.  The  fa£t$.  whieh  I  have 
detailed  through  every  reign,  evince,  with 
fufficient  convidion,  that  this  aid  of  parlia- 
ment merely  reftored  to  thie  Lord  Chamber- 
lain the  ancient  authority,  which  he  poflelTed, 
before  the  appointment  of  the  Mailer  of  the 
Revels  i  anned  him  with  legal  power,  in  the 
place  of  cuftomaly  privilege  ;  and  enabled  him 
to  execute,  by  warrantable  means,  the  ufrful, 
but  invidious  truflis,  which  experience  had 
long  required,  and  policy  at  length  conferred* 
Nor,  was  this  the  iirft  time,  that  the'  parlia- 
ment exerCifiid  its  legiflative  authority  over 
the  ftage,  from  its  infancy  under  Henry  8tb, 
to  its  manhood  under  George  2nd  (v).  This 
licenfmg  aft,  however,  neither  noticed^  nor 
alluded  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  any  more 
than  if  he  had  not  exifted.  Having  neither 
licenfcd  players,  from  the  days  of  Sir  Henry 

(v)  In  1543,.  the  34-5  Hen.  8.  ch.  i.  was  pafied  for 
*'  purging  the  kingdom  of  all  reUgiaus  plays,  interludes, 
*•  rhymes,  ballads,  and  fongs,  which  were  pe/iiftrous  to  the 
**  common-weaJ :" — The  39  Eliz.  ch,  4.  u4iich  was  «- 
gained  1)7  i  Ja.  i.  ch.  7.  and  7  Ja.  i.  ch.4,  gave  a  very  ex- 
tenfive  jurifdi£tion  over  players. — The  3  Ja.i.  ch.  2l.  im- 
pofed  a  penalty  on  any  pcrfon,  profanely  tiling  the  name 
of  God  in  a  play, — The  i  Cha.  i.  ch.  21.  prohibited  p^rs 
on  tiic  Lord's  day.— And  the  long- pari  lament  fuppreSed 
playhoufes  and  players.  [Scobdl,  1647—^7—106 — 109.] 
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iisrbert,  nor  reviewed  plays,  fubfequent  to 
Colley  Cibbcr's  polite  altercatiffli  with  Charles 
Killigrew,  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels  feems, 
like  triOKr.mgbty  potentates,  to  have  hccn  grated 
to  dujiy  nothing.  ... 

At  this  epoch,  Charles,  Duke  of  Grafton, 
was  Lord  Chamherlain.  A  new  arrangement 
now  became  neceflary,  for  executing  his  re- 
novated power  :  And,  William  Chetwynd, 
w|io  had  bceh  envoy  at  Genoa,  during  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  was,  in  April  1738, 
fworn  in  Licenfer  of  the  Slffge,  with  a  falary  of 
four  hundred  pounds  a  year  j  while  Thomas 
Odell,  .a  perfon,  who  is  better  known  in 
theatrical  annals,  was  named  his  deputy ;  with 
a  yearly  allowance  of  two  hundred  pounds  (w}. 
Yet,  in  April  1744,  Solomon  Dayrolle  was 
appointed  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  in  the  room 
of  the  deceafed  Charles  Lee,  though  nothing 
feemed  now  to  remain,  either  of  power,  or  of  , 
proSt,  but  the  ancient  fee  of  ^.  10,  which  had 
been  ufually  paid  at  the  Exchequer,  and  a 
lodging.  As  thit  office  was  no  longer  recorded 
in  the  red-book,  nor  looked  at  in  St.  Ste- 
phen's chapel,  with  envious  eyes,  it  feems  to 

(w)  In  the  Biog.  Dranutica,  there  is  a  good  accouot  of 
Odell,  who  held  this  uivi<iious  office,  till  bis  death,  in  iAxf 
1749-  .         • 

^ave 
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have  eicaped  notice,  at  the  great  epoch  of  lite 
ruppreflion  of  c^ces  (x).  The  Mailer  of  tfat 
Hevels,  however,  whoa  he  looked  up  irom  hit 
flate  of  degradation  to  the  .pre>eminence  of  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  might  have  repeated  what 
>vas  laid  by  the  tribune,  Brutus,  when  the 
bkar'd  Jigbts  'were  J^Saded  to  fee  Coriolanus 
enter  Rome : — 

'*  Then,  our  office  may, 

**  During  his  power,  go  fieep." 

Such  was  the  early  origin,  the  irregular 
progrcfs,  and  the  oblcure  demife  of  the  Maf- 
ter  of  the  Revels  !  And,  this  theatrical  dc- 
dut^on,  the  believers  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to 
the  confiderate  eyes  of  this  court,  as  a  fuppls- 
mental  apology,  for  their  imputed  ignorance 
of  the  hiftory  of  the  ftage.  Yet,  fuch  is  the 
activity  of  the  public  accufer's  plcafure,  or 
revenge,  that  he  not  only  profecutes  them,  in 
his  waking  hours,  but,  when  be  dreams,  hi] 
wall-ey'd  wrath  infifts,  "  that  each  of  thcfe 
"  credulous  farttfans  of  folly  and  impojiure 
*'  fhould  rtrtmn-r-Sacred  to^idicuk  bis  whole 
**  /jj/f  h»g  (y)."   Though  dreams  are  the  ch'tU 

(*)  In  1782,  by  the  2»  Geo.  3- ch.  81.  Mr.  DayreB^ 
«4)oftiUrcUined  his  fladon,  died  in  1786,  and  was  fuccceded 
in  his  degculed  oScc  by  John  Chailce  Crowie,  who  did  ooc 
tbercby  enjoy  cither  dw  gnti&atton  of  [tower,  ix  the  benc- 
fita  of  profit. 
,    .  ■  {y)  Inqui7,  pp.  355—366- 

drtn 
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4rm  of  an  iMe  brain ;  yet,  for  tint  &me»  I,  igfttf 
ie  fptared  by  kit  Jbadow  of  a  dream  :  And, 
accordingly,  with  the  leave  of  this  coQrt.  I 
will  fupcradd,  what  is  not  unprecedented  ift 
his  own  pradUce^  ^  Appendix  to  this  Supi 
flemenial  Apology : — 

*' ■  For^-pleafure,  and  revei^e, 

"  Have  cars  more  deaf,  than  adders,  to  the  voice 

"  Of  any  true  decifiia." 

—  »xi 

Or  THE  STUDIES  op  SHAKSPEARI. 

On  opening  Mr.  Malonc's  attempt  to  a/ar^ 
ttun  the  order,  in  lahicb  the  plays  qfSbakJheare 
were  written,  wc  may  obfcrve  the  Inquirer's 
lamentation  that,  "  after  the  moft  diligent  in- 
"  quirics  very  few  particulars  have  been  re- 
"  covered  of  Shakfpeare's  private  hfe,  or  lite. 
"  rary  hiftory."  Amidil  this  penury  of  in- 
formation, and  regret  of  criticifin,  every  notice, 
which  can  illuftrate  his  literary  hijltry,  ought 
to  be  feduloufly  fought  for,  and  attentively 
confidered.  Where  he  ftudied,  who  inftnifted 
him,  and  what  he  read,  are  inquiries,  that 
have  fometimes  been  made,  without  obtaining 
Tciy  diftina  anfwers.  The  great  controv?r^ 
hitherto  has  been  about  the  learning  of  Shak- 
5  fpearc. 
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Ipeare,  without  much  inquiry  about  bis  pink* 
hgy,  or  his  knowledge.  The  conteft  about  his 
fcjTBHfg- is  clofed  for  ever.  The  means,  where- 
by this  atchievement  was  performed,  chiefly 
confined,  in  producing  tranjlations  of  the  va- 
rious clalUcs,  to  which  he  alluded  j  and  iu 
reafoning,  that  Shakfpeafe  probably  read  fuch 
tranflations,  as  he  might  have  read  them. 
The  fame  means,  and  the  fame  argument,  I 
defign  to  ufe,  in  the  little,  that  I  have  to  fay 
about  the  Studies  of  Shakfpeare, 

It  was  in  the  frec-fchool  of  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  that  Shakfpeare  probably  learned  his 
Jmall  Latht  and  Ufs  Greek.  It  is  of  full,  as 
much  importance  to  inveftigatc,  whence  he 
derived  his  knowledge  of  the  Englifli  lan- 
guage, his  exchequer  of  "Words  i  the  Jiyie,  wbicb 
is  never  to  become  obfokte ;  the  coloquy,  'mhkb 
is  airove  grojjnefs  and  bel<ym  refinement,  where 
propriety  refides :  And,  whence  he  formed  that 
poetic  di(Aion,  which,  among  his  other  ex- 
cellencies, invites  every  reader  to  ftudy  Shak- 
fpeare, as  one  of  the  original  mafters  of  our 
language  {<»).  It  ought,  moreover,  to  be  re- 
membered, that,  as  early  as  1598,^  Shakfpeare 
was  diftinguiihed,  among  the  poets,  who  bad 
migbtify  enricbed  the  Englip  tongue,  and  gor~ 
[a)  Johtdbn's  Prefect. 
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geoujly  invejitd  it  in  rare  ornaments,  and  re^ 
JPlendent- habiliments  {!>). 

Fruitlefs  it,  probably,  would  be,  to  fearch 
for  "  the  A-B-C-book,"  which  Shakfpeare,' 
^biU  he  yet  prattVd  poffie,  was  taught  by —     ' 

K  .,  I. .  ■  — -^  the  matTon  olJ, 

"  Who  boafVs  unruly  brats  witfa'birch  to  tamo  [c)" 
Whenthis  extraordinary  genius  was  entered 
in  the J'rfe-/r;63fl/ of  Stratford,  the  mafter  could 
be  at  no  lofs  for  philological  infiituUs.  The 
grammar^  which  Henry  the  8th  had  direfted- 
to  be  ufed,  generally,  jrj  fuch  fchools  would, 
no  doubt,  continue  to  be  taught  in  tfic 
country,  long  after  particular  feminaries  had- 

(^)  Wits  Commonvvealih,  159S,  p.619.. 

(e)  There  was,  indeed,  printed  for  Lant,  in  1547,  '^'■i^ 
A,B,C,  with  the  PatcrnolVar,  Ave,  Crc-ede,  and  Terj 
Commandmeuts,  in  En^jlyihc,  newly  tranflated  and  fet  fortn 
at  the  Kiiigcs  motl  gracyous  coir,mi;undment ;  It  begins 
with  five  different  alphiibets. — In  1552,  John  Day  had  a  H- 
ccnfc  to  print  the  Catechifm,  which  Edward  the  6ch  had 
caufcd  io  be  fet  forth. — In  1553,  Day  printed  "  A  ihort 
"  Catechifme,  or  playne  inflruftion,  conteyning  the  fame  of 
«  Chriflian  Icarningc,  fctt  foorth  by  the  Kings  Msjeftie's 
«  authoritie,  for  all  ScholemaiiliTS  to  teachc,"  There  was - 
prefixed  an  injuitiJhn  to  all  teachers  a/ ysuthe  to  teach  this 
catechifme  inthdr  fchooles.— In  1570,  Day  printed  a  CaU- 
ttifme^  at  firft  iiiitruftion  and  le.irning  of  Chriftian  Re- 
ligion :  Tranflated  out  cf  Latin  into  Engliflle.  It  was  de- ' 
dicated  to  the  Archbilbops  and  Blfhops.  . 

N  n  adopted 
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aflopted  the  inftitutes  of  their  founders :  As 
Woolfey's  Rudmeiita  {d)  Grammatkes,  in  his 
fcbool  at  Ipfwich ;  and  Collet's  grammar^  in 
the  feminary  of  his  foundation,  in  St.  Paul's- 
chiirchyard.  There  feems  to  be,  indeed,  po- 
fitive  pnx^,  that  Lilly  was  the  inArui^or  of 
Shakfpeare,  in  the  Latin  knguage,  at  fome 
period  of  his  life  {e).  So  much  had  the  claflic 
languages  been  cultivated,  from  the  revival  of 
learning  tilt  the  epoch  of  our  poet's  birth, 
that  fuch  a  learner  as  Shakfpeare  could  eafily 
gratify  his  curiolity,  ftore  his  memory,  and 
improve  his  intellect :  Grammars  and  dic^o- 
naries  ;  the  artes  of  rhetorick  and  criticifm  ; 
treatifes  of  logick  and  moral  philofophy  j  had 
all  been  publilhed  by  eminent  mafters.  The 
polite  languages  of  the  neigbouring  continent 
had  been  ^uniliarized  to  the  fhidents  c^  Eng- 
land {/).  Shakfpeare  had  alfo  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity 

(if)  Tbtscuriousgrammaiwaspriiiteil  in  1536. 

(f )  Mai.  Shak.  vol.  lii.  p.  163 ;  in  which  it  is  ihawn,  bjr 
Johnfon,  Farmer,  and  Stecvens,  that  the  poet  had  bprrowed 
Uom  the  gramoiarian,  and  not  from  Terence.  The  FIttini 
fir  LatiTU  Speij/ng,  printed  by  Bcrthelet,  in  1538,  p.  35  b, 
ftrcogdiens  their  fendmenti  by  proving,  that  Shak^Miit 
bad  not  drawn  his  latinity  fnsm  diis  fountain. 

(/}  I  will  here  fiibjoin  fuch  ali^cf  Gramamrs,  DiOu' 
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tariity  of  acquiring  a  flight  knowledge  of  the 

Britiih 

nariet,  and  Aria  tf  Ahetiri^ue.,   as  Slukfpeare  probably 

might  have  ufed,  either  when  a  boy,  or  a  man : 

1537 — Certain  brief  rules  of  the  regiment  or  coollrudion 
of  the  eight  partes  of  Speche  in  Englilh  and  Latin. 
It  has  no  author's  name,  but  is  joined  with  *  {rieA' 
of  Tarerners.    Sro. 

t544-*An  Introdudion  of  dte  eight  partes  of  Speche  and 
the  conltru^^on  of  the  lame,  compiled  and  fet 
forthe  by  the  CcmmaundeAenC  of  our  moft  Mi- 
ctous  Soueriygne  Lorde  the  Kyng.     4tb. 

»5S7 — A  (tort  introdu^idn  of  Grammar  genentlie  to  b« 
ufed.  Compiled  and  fet  forth,  for  thri  briiigvng 
up  o(  all  ihofe  that  intend  to  attains  the  know- 
\6Agt  of  the  Latin  Tongue.— Imprinted  again  in 
15695 — and  again  in  1577. 

I S59 — Lilly's  Latin  Grammar. — The  2nd  edition  in  1564. 

156* — An  Orthographic  contaynjuige  the  due  Order  and 
Reafon  how  to  write  or  paint  th*  image  of  mannis 
voice  moft  like  to  the  life  or  nature.  Compofed 
^  By  JfohnJ  H[art]  Chefter  Heralt. 

*S7t— The  Scholemafter;  Or  plaine  and  perfite  way  of 
teaching  Children,  to  underhand,  write,  and  Ipeak, 
the  Latin  tong.— By  Roger  Afcham :— The  2nd 
edition  in  ISH9. 

i5iV-TbeEngliei  Schoolmafier,  fet  forth  by  James  Bellot 
for  teaching  of  Strangers  to  pronounce  Englilli. 

1580— Bullokars  Boolec  at  large  "for  the  Amendment  of  Or-- 
thographic  for  Engjifh  Speech :  wherein  a  moft 
perfect  fupply  is  made  for  the  wantes  and  double 
founde  of  letters  in  the  Olde  Orthographie,  with 
examples  for  the  fame.   Imprinted  again  in  1586. 

158a— The  firft  part  of  the  Elementarie,  which  entrcatcth 
N  n  2  thicfly 
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Britifh  tongue,  which,  in  that  age,  had  \x& 
grammars^ 

dtiefly  of  the  ri^it  writing  of  our  EngliOt  Tongue. 
—By  Richard  MulcaAer. 

1585 — TT)c  Latin  Grammar  of  P.RamuS}  Traiiflated  int© 
Engtilh. 

IS90->A  Grammar  with  a  Dt^ionary,  in  three  languages, 
gathered  out  of  divers  good  Authors,  very  profita- 
ble for  the  itudious  of  the  Spanilh  Tongue.  By 
R.  Perci\all 

1.594-*  Grammatica  Anglicana,  prxcipue  quatenus  i  La- 
tioa  DifFert,  ad  Unicam  P.  Rami  methodum  cchi- 
cinnata.  Authcn-e  P.  G. — Cantab.  Ex  officina.. 
J-  Legalt.  

1538 — The  Diciionary  of  Syr  Thomas  Elliot  Kn^t: 
declaring  Latin  by  EngliJb.  In  154.5,  Biblio- 
thcca  Eliote,  Latiiie,  et  Anglice. — The  and  cdi- 
dition  enriched  by  Cooper,  in  1552. — Again  by 
Cooper,  in  1559.  The  4th  edit,  in  »56|.  The 
5th  edit,  ill  1573. 

1552— Abecedarium  Anglico  Latinum,  pro  tyninculis,  Ri-  ' 
charda  Hulocto  excriptore. — Reprinted  and  en- 
larged in  1572,  and  entitled  Huloet's  Di^Of 
nary  &c. 

1558 — The  Short  Dixtionu-y. 

'559 — A  Little  Diftionary  compiled  by  J.  Withals.— -The 
2nd  edition  imprinted  by  Wylces  in  i^i&r^ 
The  3d  in  1572,  entitled  A  fhorte  Dit^ionute 
moil  piofiuble  for  yong  beginners,  the  fecond 
tyme  correfled  and  augmented  with  diverfe  Phra- 
fys  and  other  thinges  neceflarie  thereunto  added^ 
By  Lewys  Eraas.  It  was  again  reprinted  for 
Evans,  in  1579. 

I5«» 
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grammars,  and  didionaries.     It  i8>  however, 
more 

1  j6a— The  brefe  Dyxcyonary. 

J5jr5— Veron's  Oidion^,  Latin,  and  Englifh,-— Again  in 
1584,  entitled  A  Di£tionarie  in  Latine  and  En< 
glifh,  heretofore  fet  forth  by  Aiallcr  John  Veroo, 
and  now  ncwlie  corrc^ed  and  enlarged,  for  the . 
utilitie  and  profit  of  all  yoong  ftudents  in  the  La- 
tine  toong  as  by  further  fcarch  they  fliall  find  :— 
By  R.  W. 

ijSo— An  Alvearic,  or  Quadruple  Diftlonarie,  containing 
foure  fundrie  toi^ues :  namelie,  Englifli,  Latine, 
Greeke,  and  French.  Newlic  enriched  with  va- 
rictie  of  wordes,  phrafes,  proverbs,  and  divers 
Irghtfome  obfervations  ot  Grammar  :  —  By  J. 
Baret. 

1^89 — Rider's  Dictionary,  Latine,  and  Englifb. 

I59a>— A  Di£tionary,  Geographicall,  Aftronomicall,  and 
Poeticall  — Imprinted  by  Wolfe. 

1567 — Salcftmry's  Welfli  Grammar. 

1593 — Grammatica  Brltannica  in  ufum  ejus  linguas  Audio- 
forum  fuccinifla  metliodo  et  perfpicuitate  facili 
confcripta  }  2c  nunc  primum  ia  lucem  edita  : 
Henrico  Salcfburio,  Denbjghienfi  Autorc. 

I  SgS— Parry's  Welfh  Grammar. 

1547 — A  Dictionary  in  Englifli  and  Welflij  raoche  necrf- 
fary  for  all  Aiche  Wellhemeii,  as  wil  fpedily  learne 
the  Englyfhe  tongue  &c,  whereunco  is  prefixed  ^ 
little  treatyfe  of  the  EngliQi  pronounciation  of 
the  letters :    By  Wylipm  Salefliury. 

1  j6o— A  Treatyfe  Englifh  and  French  right  necefiaryc  and 

profitable  for  all  young  Children.   . 
)j6o^FrincipaI  Rules  of  the  Italian  Grammar  &c,  Newly 
N  a  3  correSed 
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more  thaa  probably  that  he  did  not  embrace 

this 

correfied  and  imprinted  by  Wykcs : — And  agaia 

in  1567. 
Ij6i— The  Ita&m  Grammar  and  DiflJonary  :     By  W. 

Thomas. 
l57^'~^'>^ulo's  Italian  Gramtnar,  put  into  EtigUlb  :    By 

H>'.  Grentham  :-i-And  again  in  1587. 
159* — A  Spanilh  Grammar  &c.    By  Thomas  D'Oylcy.        ' 
I590~'BibI>otheca  Hifpanica,  cotayning  a  Gramar,  with  a 

Diflionary  in  three  languages,  gathered  &c.    By 

R.  Percival). — Reprinted  again  in  1591  — Again 

in  1592. — And^ainin  i599' 
1593— A  Diaionary,  French,  and  Englifli :   By  Claudlua 

Holtyband. 
1598— A  Worlde  of  Wordes,  Or  moft  copious,  and  cxaft 
DiSionaric  in  Italian  and  Englilh :  colleiSed  by 

John  Florio. 

1532— The  Arts  or  Crafe  of  Rhetorychc  :  — By  Leonard 
Cockes. 

1.547— A  Treatife  of  Moral  Philofbphy  :— By  W*.  Bald- 
weyn.  The  and  edit,  imprinted  in  1550: — The 
3d  edit,  in  1560. 

1548— The  Art  of  Memory,  or  The  Phoenix. 

'5S?.~~''T>^  ™lc  of  reafon  conteining  Ac  Arte  of  Logique, 
Set  forth  in  Englifli,  and  newely  corre£led  by 
Thomas  Willbn.    Reprinted  in  1567. 

I5J3 — The  Art  of  Rhetorique,  for  the  ufe  of  all  fudi  as  arc 
Audious  of  Eloquence,  fct  forth  in  £ngli(h,  by 
Thomas  Wilfon :  and  newly  fet  forth  again  in 
1567, — and  Imprinted  by  George  Ro^HnftHi  in 
1585. 

■555~A  Trcatift  of  the  Figures  of  Grammar  and  IQteto^ 
6  rike» 
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this  opportunity,  even  to  gain  a  Jcnowledge 
of  the  energies  of  the  BrltHh  alphabet  (f). 

But,  our  maternal  Eng/^  remained  un- 
formed, and  uncultivated,  when  Shakfpeare 
began  to  li/p  in  numbers ;  for  the  numbers 
came :    Yet,  while  he  was  ftill  a  frejb  ^nd 

likr,  pcoiiuble  for  al  that  be  fttidious  of  Elo- 
quence, and  in  cfpcciall  for  fuche  as  in  Gnunmcr 
Scholes  doc  rcade  mofte  eloquente  Poetcs,  an4 
OratouK, 

i563'A  booke  called  the  Foundation  of  Ehetoricke>  be- 
caufe  all  other  partes  of  Rhetorike  are  grounded 
thereupon,  every  parte  fee  forth  in  an  Oracion 
upon  queftions,  verie  profitable  to  bee  koowea 
and  I'edde :    By  Richard  Rainolde. 

J593 — Arcadian  Rhetorike,  or  The  Precepts  of  Rhctorick^ 
made  plaine  by  examples  Greeks,  LaCync,  £n- 
glifthc,  Italyan,  Frenche,  and  Spanifhe.  By  Abr. 
Fraunce. 

1599— The  Arte  of  Logick,  plainly  taught  in  the  Englifli 
Tongue ;    Bv  Blundvill. 

{g)  This  will  appear,  by  compaj'tng  SaleHHiry's  WeUl) 
Grammar,  1567,  with  the  language  of  Sir  Hugh  Evans, 
and  Captain  FUuellen  :  Got  for  God,  goof  for  good  : 
Now,  the  Engliihmen,  and  WelOunen,  pionounced  the  SL 
exa^y  in  the  lame  manner :  /*ribbles— /rabbles,  ^t  for 
ieat :  Now,  the  gmius  of  the  Welfh  dqes  not  admit  of  the 
ctmverting  of  the  h  into  /,  though  it  allows,  in  compolition, 
the  converting  of  the/  inio^:  Thefe,  then,  were  egregious 
blunders,  i^ich  proceeded  fron  compleat  ignorance  of  the 
Wellh  grammar.  The  objed,  however,  of  the  dramadft 
was  to  create  laughter  by  blunder,  and  mimickry. 

N  n  4  Jiml^s 
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fiainlefs  yoath^  its  genius  was  diligepdy  exa- 
mined, its  rules  were  more  clearly  afcertaincd, 
and  both  its  deformities,  and  beauties,  were 
elaborately  difplayed.  In  the  Englifti  lan- 
guage, Shakfpcarc  appears  to  have  been  a  di- 
ligent ftiident.  How  much  our  pcet  had  flu- 
died  it,  before  he  came  out  upon  the  ftage, 
appears  from  the  accuracy,  the  elegance,  and 
fplendour  of  his  diftion,  though  it  be  mello'wed 
by  the  Jiealing  hours  of  time.  He  wrote  the 
language  of  his  country,  as  it  was  then  fjiolcen, 
and  written,  without  affeding  the  antique,  or 
afpiring  to  tertns  italianate  (i). 

(i)  1  will  fupport  thit  fendment  by  a  few  examples: 
Shakfpcare  has  cankir'd  Bolingbrofce ;  canier'd  country: 
Lyly's  Euphues,  581,  p.  7,  fays  that,  Naples  is  a  canktrd 
ilorehoufe  of  all  ftrife. — Qj_iceii  Elizabeth  :;nd  Burleigh,  id 
their  Declaration  of  the  Caufus  for  fupjioning  the  Ni:ther. 
lands  againft  Spain,  which  was  printed  by  Barker  in  1585, 
fay :  "  However  malicious  tonjjucs  may  utter  their  laniirid 
*'  conceits  to  the  contrary,"  — ShaicfpcarL-  has  the  Cour.lii 
Paris.  Q; Elizabeth  and  Burleigh  fay,  in  the  fame  Decla- 
ration, "  of  the  chicftift  of  the  nobilitie  none  was  more  af- 
"  filled  to  the  religion  than  the  valiancCsundV  of  Egmond." 
ShakfjJcare  fays  "  the  play  pieafed  not  tht  millha ;"  In  At 
couiicil-regiftersofthatage,  I  have  feen  the  ftme  cxpreflion 
of  thf  millian  for  the  many.  And,  as  an  authority^  feeiJie 
0)(iu;ir'tena^  winch  arc  annexed  to  the  Grar:nMtKa  Jn^li- 
itina,  1594)  fcr  a  choice  colleftioii  of  poetical  words,  iriiidi 
ss  they  a-c  new  obfdletc,  only  obfcure  the  pages  of  Shait- 
ipcarcj  which  they  formerly  illumed.. 

Shakfpeare 
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Shafcfpeare  was  carried  by  Rowe  from  the 
free-fchool,  "  where  it  is  probable  he  ac- 
"  quired  what  Latin  he  was  mafter  of}"  and 
was  placed,  at  home,  as  an  afliflant  to  his  la- 
ther, who  from  his  narrow  circumftances,  and 
increafing  family,  required  the  help  of  fuch 
a  fon  :  Mr.  Malone  places  the  afpiring  poet 
"  in  the  office  of  fome  country  attorney,  or 
**  the  fenefchal  of  fome  manor  court  (/'):" 
and,  for  this  violation  of  probability,  he  pro- 
duces many  pafTages  from  his  dramas  to  evince 
Shakfpeare's  technical Jkill  in  the  forms  of  law ; 
although  cur  commentator  admits,  "  that  the 
**  comprehenfive  mind  of  our  poet  embraced 
"  almoft  every  obje<£t  of  nature,  every  art,  the 
**  manners  of  every  defcription  of  men,  and 
**  the  general  language  of  almoft  every  profcf- 
"  fion  sji)'*  But,  was  it  not  the  pradice  of 
the  times,  for  other  makers,  like  the  bees,. 
tolling  from  every  floioer  the  virtuous  fweetSt 
10  gather  from  the  tbijlles  of  the  law  thefweet- 
eft  honey  f  Docs  not  Spenfer  gather  many  a 
metaphor  from  theje  weeds,  that  are  moft  apt 
to  grow  i\\  fatte/l  foil  ?  Has  not  Spenfer  his 
law  terms :  His  capias,  defeajance,  and  durejfe ; 
his  emparlance  j  his  enure,  ejc^ne,  and  ef- 
cheat  i   his  folkmote,  forejiall^  and  gage  -,    his 

{i)  Shafc.  vol.i.  part  i.  p.  104.  [k)  lb.  306-7. 

livery 
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Kvery  and  pafin^  vsaget  and  waif{r)i  It  will 
be  faid,  however,  that  whatever  the  karmng 
of  Spenfcr  may  have  gleaned,  the  law-books 
■of  that  age  were  impervious  to  the  OUterature 
of  Shakfpcare.  No  :  fuch  an  intelleft,  when 
erojjloyed  on  the  drudgery  of  a  woolftapler, 
who  had  been  bigb-bmlijf  of  Stratford- apon- 
Atob,  might  have  derived  all  that  was  necef- 
fary  from  a  very  few  books :  From  ToteH's 
prefidentSt[nt)i^fZ  \  from  Pulton's  Statiites,{fl) 
X  578 ;  and  from  the  La  wier's  Logike,  1588  (»). 
Jt  is  one  of  the  axioms  of  the  Flares  Regit, 
that.  To  mfvoere  an  improbable  imagination  is 
to  ^gbt  agaitt/i  a  vanifhrng  Jhadow. 

(I)  See  the  Gloflary  to  Spenfer's  Works,  1788. 

(m)  **  A  BocAe  of  Prefldcnts  exa3ly  written  in  mancr 
^  of  A  Regifter,  newly  corrected,  with  additions  of  iliven 
'  «  necellary  Prefidcnts,  mecte  for  al  Cuch,  as  deflre  to  leame 
*•  the  faumic  and  maner  howe  to  m^e  all  laaner  of  cvi- 
*■  dences  and  inftniments."  The  Pre/uients  were  printed 
both  in  Ladn  and  Engliih,  whidi  was  die  moftcooimodiou; 
form  for  /utb  afibahr. 

(a)  An  Abftrad  of  all  the  Penal  Statutes,  which  be  ge- 
tietal  in  force  and  ufe:  Moreover  cheaudtiontieanddtKieoT 
all  JufHces  of  Peace,  Sherriffes,  Coronere,  Maiots,  Bail!^^ 
Cufiomers,  Comptrollers  of  Cuftome,  Stewardes  of .  Lects 
9nd  Liberties,  Aulnegersi  and  Purveyours. 

.  {•)  The  X.awier's  I^ike,  exemfdifying  the  pra^epts  of 
|><^ike  by  the  pni&ife  of  the  Common  Law }  by  Abraham 
frauiice. 

Ncithcf 
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Neither  the  forms  of  law,  however,  rc- 
prefled  the  genius  of  Shakipearc;  nor  have 
the  follies  of  criticifm  yet  obfcured'the  fplen- 
dour  of  hie  mufe :  As  he  was  born  a  poet, 
wc  may  cafily  prefume,  that  he  began  early 
to  indulge  his  natural  propenll^.  Mr.  Ma* 
lone  has  remarked  what  I  think  is  likely  to 
be  true,  that  the  fugr'd  Jimnets  are  among 
the  earliefl  of  our  poet's  labours.  There  is 
a  date  in  the  one  hundred  and  fourth  fonnet, 
which,  when  it  fliall  be  explained 'by  other 
dates,  will  lead  to  important  information  about 
his  iirft  journey  to  London* and  his  fubfequent 
career,  as  a  public  writer:— 

"  Toine,fair  friend, you  never  can  be  oU: 

**  For,  as  you  were,  when  firft  your  eye  I  ey'd; 

**  Such  Teems  your  beauty  Aill.     Thru  vihtttrt'  cold 

**  Have  from  the  forefts  fiioolt  three funmtrf  gride  i 

«  Thret  beauteous  jl^ri;^j  to  yellow  autumii  tura'di 

«  In  proccb  of  the  feafons  have  I  leen; 

**  Thret  April  perfumes  in  three  hot  Junes  bum'd; 

"  Since  firjl  I  few  you  frefli,  irtiicb  yrt  are  green." 

Three  years  elapfed,  then,  from  Sbak- 
fpeare's  firft  arrival  at  London,  when  he  iirfi: 
ikw  the  fweet  hue  of  Elizabe^^tUl  the  wvitiog 
of  the  fonnets,  which  were  wrote  to  w  other 
pafjy  than  of  her  graces  and  her  gifts  ta  telU 
3ut,  the  poet  himfelf  calls  his  Venus^  and 
.4donis,  which  was  certainly  wcitton  before 
April 
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April  I5g'^,andpubli(hed, probably,  in  1594, 
tbefirft  heir  of  his  invention.     It  was,  however, 
the  Rape  of  Lucrece^  which  firft:  gained  him 
public  celebration,  as    foon    as  it  appeared : 
And,  it  was  in  IVUkbie's  Avifa,   that  Shak- 
fpeare  was  thus  celebrated  in  verfcs,  which, 
as  tliey  Teem  to  have  elcaped  the  commenta- 
tors, when  they  were  fcarchiiig  for  eiicomiai- 
ijc  poetry,  are  here  llibjoined  (/;) : 
III  Laulne  Lani]  though  Liuie  bo{f, 
Thcie  hath  beenc  Teene  a  cociftant  dame : 
Though  Rome  lament  that  flie  have  loft 
'I'he  GarelanO  of  her  rarcft  fame. 

Yet  now  wc  fee,  tliat  there  is  found. 
As  great  a  faith  in  Englilh  ground. 

Though  Colhtine  have  dcerely  bought. 

To  high  renowne,  a  lading  life, 

And  found,  that  moft  in  vain  have  fought, 

To  have  a  faire,  and  confiant  wife, 

Yet  Tarquync  pluckt  his  gliftering  grape. 
And  Shake-Jpeart  paints  poore  Lucrece  rap?. 


(^]  Willobie  his  Ai}ifa  [^mans.  /'xor.  /aviolata.  tem- 
per. Amanda]  was  imprinted  by  WinJet,  in  1 594.  The  man- 
ner, in  which  Windet  printed  our  poet's  name,  Shakt-ffi^r,-, 
{t)ows  clearly  how  this  celebrated  appellation  was,  in  his 
c>w>i  ''gC)  pronounced  Shaite-fpcare,  with  a  lengthened  tone, 
and  not  Si^aciffpere,  with  a  fnappiOi  fhortneis :  The  verfcs 
in  praife  of  Shaicfpeare,  which  were  writterr,  as  I  conjeflure, 
by  Hadrian  Dorrel,  the  editor  of  VVillobie's  Avila,  arc,  there- 
fore, doubly  curious. 

Though 
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Though  Sufan  {bine  in  raithfult  prailc, 
As  twiiicklitig  Srarres  in  Chriftall  Skie, 
Penclop's  fame  though  Greekes  do  raife, 
Of  falthfull  wives  to  make  up  three. 

To  thiijice  the  truth,  and  by  no  leffe. 
Our  Auifa  fliall  make  a  melle. 
This  number  knits  (o  fure  a  knot, 
7'ime  doubtes,  that  flie  (hall  addc  no  niore> 
Unconftant  nature  hath  beget, 
Of  Fletitig  Feemes,  fucK  fickle  fiore. 

Two  th'jLifand  ycares  have  fcarcely  leenc, 
Such  as  the  worft  of  thefc  have  bcene. 
Then  Aui-Sufan  joyne  m  one, 
Let  Lucrcs-Auis  be  thy  name. 
This  Engli(h  Eagle  fores  alone, 
And  farre  furmounts  all  others  fame, 

Where  high  or  low,  where  great  or  fmall. 
This  Brytau  Bird  out-flies  them  all. 
Were  thefe  three  happic,  that  have  j^unil, 
Brave  Poets,  to  depaint  there  praife? 
Of  Rurall  Pipe,  witli  fweeteft  found, 
That  have  been  heard  thefc  many  dates, 
Sweete  WiJIoby  his  Avis  Meft, 
That  makes  her  mount  above  the  reft. 

We  can  now  afcertain,  though  not  with  ab- 
folute  precilion,  the  appearance  of  this  glorious 
Jiar,  in  the  poetical  heavens  {q),     Puttenham 

did 

(j)  When  difcudiiig  the  qucflion  about  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  Shakfpeare,  in  thefcenic  world,  Mr.  Maloncafierts:. 
[Shak.  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  130.]  "Coaches,  in  the  time  of 
**  Queen  Elizabeth  were  poflcfTcd  but  by  veiy  few.  They*ere 
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did  not  diftinguiOi  Shakfpeare,  when  he  pub- 
lilhed  his  Arte  of  Eng/ijb  Pof^f,  in  1589,  as 
Mr.  Malone  has,  indeed,  remarked.  Our 
poet  v/as  obfcurely  noticed  in  1592.  He  was 
hailed  by  the  voice  of  gratuktion,  in  1 594. 
And,  before  the  effluxion  of  1 598,  Sbakfpeare 
was  acknowledged,  by  the  fuf^ges  of  his 
countrymen^  to  be  among-them,  the  mo^  ex- 
cellent dramatiil  in  both  kinds ;  for  Commafy, 
and  for  Tragedy t  if  we  may  rely  on  die  decla- 
ration of  Meres,  in  his  ff^its  Commmwealtb, 
which  has,  indeed,  been  confirmed  by  fubfe- 
qucnt  experience.  And,  it  is  ftirely  natural 
to  inquire  by  what  artifices  of  iludy  Sbak- 
fpeare obtamcd  this  pre-eminence  over  very 
powerful  competitors. 

We  have  feen  what  grammars  probably  in- 
llrufted  his  infancy ;  what  didtionaries  affifted 
his  youth;  and  what  treatifes  of  criticifm  im- 
proved his  manhood.  It  is,  indeed,  more 
than  probable,  that  Shakfpeare  had  ftudied, 

*^  not  in  ordinary  ufe  till  after  theyear  1605.  See  Stove't 
*•  Annals,  p.  867*"  Yet ;  fee  the  Lvrds  Jimrtuij,  vol.  ii. 
p.  2291  on  the  7th  of  November  1601,  a  bill  wss  intro- 
duced ■<  to  reflrain  the  eKceffht  axiA  fup^rflueus  uf*  rfctacbts^ 
**■  wiibin  this  realm."  Thus  it  is,  vrii«i  tie  blind  fellow 
die  blind !  Marftoa  fays,  in  his  Cymckt  S^rt,  1599-: 
•*  Peace  crnick,  fee  what  yonder  dock  ^iroach, 
•*  A  cart  t  a  uunbrell  f  no  a  i64lgtd  coach." 

with 
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wid^  great  attentioo,  WUfon's  Ari  ofji^etori^t, 
which  was  puhUflied,  for  the  third  timty  in 
1585.  It  is  fufficiently  known  to  the  reader* 
of  Sh^kfpeare,  that  he  had  unbouoded  curi- 
ofiiy,  froqi  nature,  and  vigilance  of  obfervation, 
from  habit :  And,  it  was  natural  for  fuch  a 
pQet»  who  early  fslt  the  ambition  of  authorfhip, 
to  infpeit,and  toftudy,  the  Art  of  Rbetoricfuey 
which  was  popularly  known,  while  his  inqtti- 
iitive  mind  was  oa  the  wing.  From  this 
fountain  of  knowledge,  both  hiftoricol,  and 
critical,  fuch  an  intelleft  muft  neceffarily  have 
quaffed  abundant  draughts  of  inftrutaion.}  both 
of  ancient  lore,  and-  modern  attainments:  In 
it,  he  mud  have  fecn,  as  in  a  J^ecious  mirror, 
tlie  whole  miftery  of  writing,  the  good,  ex- 
emplified, and  the  bad,  exploded.  In  the  Art 
ofRhetori^ue,  he  alfo  faw  charafters  pourtrayed, 
which  as  a  dramatlft,  he  muft  have  viewed 
with  pleafure,  and  lecollcdted  with  advan- 
tage :  Herein,  he  muft  have  fecn  Tymon  of{r) 

(r)  Artof  Ret.  1585,]).  56:  Tymm  a  Jtadlj  battr  tf  alt 
Cemf4^ :  "■  Nqw,  I  thinke  he  is  mofi  wortlii»  to  bee  de* 
**  QtiTed  above  all  other,  that  is  borne,  as  a  man  would  l^y,. 
*<  for  btodelf,  thM  livetb  to  himfciri  that  fparetb  for  btmfeir, 
*>  tb^  loveth  no  nun,  and  no  man  loveth  hun.  Would 
**■  n<A  one  think,  tb^t  fuch  a  monfler  were  meet  to  be  caft . 
**  out  of  all  nen's  companie  (with  Tymon.  that  cveth  for  oq. 
**  man)  into  tbe  middeft  of  the  fea." 

Athens, 
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Athens,  and  the  Pedantick  Magijirate  {s) : 
He,  herein,  difcovered  the  chara^eri  but  he 
found,  in  his  own  invention,  the  conftabU: 
He  now  became  acquainted  vi'xth  the  mayor -, 
but  he  afterwards  fhook  hands  with  Dogberry 
at  Credenton. 

In  the  fame  manner,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, that  Shakfpearc  had  diligently  ftudied 
Afcham's  Scbolemafiery  which  muft  have  fup- 
plied  fuch  an  intellect  with  fomc  clallical 
knowledge,  and  fuch  an  intuitive  difccrnment 
with  much  critical  remark.  The  preface 
opens  with  Afcham's  thankful  recolleilion  of 
the  converfation,  which  he  had  heard,  in 
1563,  at  Lord  Burleigh's  table,  when  dining 
with  him,  at  Windfor,  in  company  with  Sir 
William  Peter,  Sir  John  Mafon,  Dr.  Wotton, 
Sir  Richard  Sackvillc,  Mr.  Haddon,  Mr.  John 
Aftley,  Mr.  Bernard  Hampton,  and  Mr.  Ni- 
cafius.  Mr.  Secretarie,  as  his  wont  was,  on 
fuch  occafions,  to  lay  z&AzJiate-affairs,  opened 

(j)  Art  of  Ret.  p.  167 :  "  Another  good  fellowe  of  the 
*'  countrey,  being  an  offctr  and  mayor  of  a  toune,  and  de- 
^^  flrous  to  rpeak  Hlcc  a  ftne  learned  man,  having  juft  oc- 
•^  cation  to  rebuke  a  runnegate  Fellowe,  faid  after  this  wiie^ 
"  in  a  grcatc  heate:  —  I  hou  yngraint  and  vacatitH 
"  Icnave,  if  I  take  thee  aiiy  more  within  the  einutmifim  of 
"  my dampaation;\  will  fo  corrupt  thee,  lliat  all  odier twtff- 
**  lion  knaves  (hall  take  ilfart^Ie  by  thee." 

the 
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&c  conversation,  at  dioner,  by  laying:  Ho 
had  ftrange  news  brougbc  him  that  mornings 
**  that  diverfe  fchollers  of  Eaton,  be  runne 
awai  from  the  fchole,.  for  fear  of  beating :" 
Whereupon,  Mr-  Sccretarie  tookc  occafion 
to  wiihe,  that  fome  more  difcretion  were  in 
many  fcholemafters,  in  ufing  corre(3ion  than 
ccunmonlie  there  -  is :  who^  many  times,  pu- 
niHie.  rather  the  wcaknes  of  nature,,  than  the 
fault  of  the  fchder.-— Mr.  Peter,  as  one  fome- 
what  fevere  of  nature*  faid  plainlie,  diat  xht 
rodde  onlie  was  the  fworde,  that  mull  keep  the 
fchole  in  obedience,  and  the  fcboler  in  good 
order.  Mr.  Wotton,  a  man  milde  of  nature* 
faid  the  fcholehoufe  ihould  be  in  deede,  as 
it  is  called  by  name,  the  houfc  of  play  and 
pleafure,  and  not  of  fcjare  and  bondage.  Mr* 
Mafon,  after  his  maner,  was  verie  mcrie  with 
both  parties  i  pleafeantlie  playing,  both  with 
the  ihrowde  touches  of  many  eourfle  boy$t 
and  with  the  finall  difcretion  of  many  leude 
fcholemafters.  Mr.  Haddon  was  fullie  of 
Mr.  Peter's  opinion ;  and  faid,  that  the  beft 
icholcsmaftcr  of  our  time  (naming  him)  was 
the  greateft  beater.  Afcbam  now  gave  hij 
own  opinion,  being  courteflie  provoked  by 
Mr.  S«:retarie  :  Though  it  was  the  good  for- 
tune of  that  fcholemafter  to  fend  from  his 
O  o  fchole 
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fchole  unto  the  unirerfitie  one  of  the  beft 
icholers  of  our  time,  yet  wife  men  do  thinke, 
that  this  was  rather  owing  to  the  great  toward- 
nes  of  the  fcholer  than  tfie  great  beating  of  the 
mafter  :  For,  yong  children  are  foner  alured 
by  love*  than  driven  by  beating,  to  atteyne 
good  learning." 

Does  not  this  converfetion  at  Burlei^'s 
dinner  bring  to  our  recoUeAion  the  celebrated 
table-talk  of  Shakfpeare  ?  The  fifth  z&  of 
Love's  Labours Lojl  opens  with  the  entry,  after 
dinner,  of  Holofernes,  the  fchoolmafter.  Sir 
Nathanie],  and  Dull :  I  praife  God  for  you, 
Sir,  feys  Nathaniel  to  Holofernes  :  Your  rca- 
fons  [difcourfe]  at  dinner  have  been  Iharp,  and 
fententiouS}  pleafant,  without  fcurrility ;  wit- 
ty, without  afledlalion  j  audacious,  [fpirited] 
without  impudencyj  learned,  without  opinioQ; 
and  ftrangc,  without  herefy.  Of  this  Jii^i 
reprejentation  of  colloquml  excellence^  Jc^nfcm 
remarks  that,  it  is  very  difficult  to  add  any 
thing  to  this  charafler  of  the  fchoolmafter's 
table-talk ;  and  perhaps  all  the  precepts  of 
Caftiglione  will  fcarcely  be  found  to  compre- 
hend a  rule  for  converfation,  fo  juftly  de- 
lineated, fb  widely  dilated,  and  fo  nicely  li- 
mited (?). 

(/)  Steevens's  Shale,  1793,  vol.  v.  p.301. 

Weighing 
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Weighing  all  circinpftanccs,  I  have  per- 
fuaded  myielf  that*  when  Shakfpeare  drew 
h^^nijhed  repnfentattm  of  colhquial  excelUnce, 
he  had  in  his  mind's-eye  the  converlation  at 
Burleigh's  table,  by  the  moll  learned^  and 
able,  men>  in  England.  The  character  of  Ho- 
lofernes  was  probably  drawn  by  Shakfpeare 
{rom  the  notion,  which  he  had  formed,  in 
reading  the  Scholemafter  of  Afcham,  who  had 
been  dead  upwards  of  twenty  years.  It  was 
not,  confcqucntly,  drawn  from  the  poet's  en- 
tmty  to  Florio,  as  Warburton  infifts,  in  bis 
own  ftjU^  In  difcuiCng  this  opinion,  Mr. 
Malone  doubts,  whether  the  Jirji  edition  of 
'PXono* ilf^orlde  of  Words,  which  was  dedicated 
to  Lord  Southampton,  jA(mg  bis  travels^  were 
publiihed,  in  1598  :  But,  this  doubt,  merely 
arofe,  ftom  not  knowing,  in  what  year  his 
Lordflup  bad  travelled,  though  our  critic  had 
publi&ed  anecdotes  of  bis  life. 

From  the  talk  of  Holofemes,  thus  learned, 
without  opinion,  and  flrange,  without  herefy, 
we  may  perceive  the  fentiments  of  Shakfpeare* 
with  ^regard  to  language  j  that  he  abhorred 
the  rackets  of  ortbograpby ;  and  regarded  in- 
novations in  our  fpeech,  as  abbominable  infatne, 
Spcnfer  avowed  the  fame  opinions,  in  his 
Three  Proper  Letters,  which  Shakipeare  had 
O  o  a  probably 
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profeaMy  perufed.  It  is  curioas  to  remark, 
rfiat  two  of  the'  greatcft  poets,  in  any  age, 
flioald,  in  the  fame -manner,  have  concurred, 
in  abhorring  the  rackers  of  orthography,  and 
iti  ridiculing  innovators  of  (heir  maternal  B»- 
gUJh,  Shakfpearc,  Irke  a  wife  mart,  frequoAtly 
avows  his  diflikc'CFf  innovation,,  and  his  con- 
tempt for  innovators.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
however,  that  tJiofe  iHuftrious  makers  6^  not 
always  praiSife  their  own  prcoepte,  with  rigid 
attention'  to  ar  falutary  principle. 

When  Shakfpeare  l^d  thus  felried-  his  flyle, 
which  proceeded  partly  from  the  vigour  of 
his  own"  imagiriattDn,  ttfid  formed  his  tiAc, 
vdiich  "ht  improved,  by  resting  the  Aries  g^ 
^'aefie  of  Wcbbe,  and  of  Puttenham,  tbs 
Gfamtnatica  Anglkana  would  come-  too  latt, 
in  "1594,  to  {how'  him  what  he^  had  already 
jfcr&nd,  or  to  teach  him  what  "He  ewn  Am 
knew.  But,  this  rarel^ook,  a»lt  eontuasf 
Ciauceriarm,  Aoti  not  come  too' J*fc  even,  in 
'1^96,  to  clearfome  obfcurftJes  in  Shakfpeare, 
.Nvhich  arile  more  from  our  iT)pgetfulnel6  of 
Ihe  language  of  oiir  fathers,-  Akn  to  "his  ia- 
attehtion  tO'  the  ufage,  and  idfom,  of  Ws  ow» 
times.  And/thefe  €/j/rucerJana,  as  they  con- 
'fift  of  a  coiledion  of  poetical  expreflions, 
•whi?h  were  known/  ini594,  foTiiiBa'c0tem- 
*  *  -  porary 
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forary  explanations  of  no  ftwer  than  nine 
words  in  Midjtmmer-Nigbts  Dream;  wluch  ia 
faid  to  have  been  written,  in  1592  :  (i.)  To 
CARROL ;  to  fing  j  to  daunce.  [Chaucer.]  "  No 
"  night  is  now  with,  hymn,  or  carol  hieft." 
[Mid.  N.  D.]  Hymns  and  carols  are  fcid  to 
have  been  fung^  in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare, 
every  night  at  Chriftmafs.  But,  our  poet  un- 
dcrftood  the  douhle  meaning  of  the  word, 
thongh  we  ha?e  forgotten  it ;  and  intended 
to  fay :  "  No  night  is  now  with  fongs,  or 
•*  daunces,  Weft."  Every  explanation,  when 
given  from  contemporary  authorifrf,  ought  to 
be  admitted,  which  gives  dcamcfs,  and  ener- 
gy, to  our  mafier  {u).  (2.)  To  deare';  to 
troiibte  ;  t&  grieve.  [Chancer.]  "If  I  have 
••  (hanks,  it  i$  a  dear  cxpcnco."  [Mid.  N.  D.] 
Johnfon,  iodeed  fays,  ihac  dar  feems  to  be 
fometimes  ufed  in  Shakfpeare  for  iad,  hateful* 
grievous.  [Di£t.  in  Vo.  Dear,]  And,  our  poet 
meant  to  fay,  zjkdexpence:  For, -Helena,  who 

(n)  In  Homy  the  vth,  we  have  "  upfceoj  yet  crefcJve,  in 
**  \vafaiulty." — Johnfon  cxphias  faculty  to  mean,  «  Ii\- 
**  creafing  tn  its  proper  power :"  Yet,  would  I  prefer  Nor- 
dcn's  explanation,  in  his  Sarvfyar^s  Dialogue,  1607,  p.  i  :— 

"  Q.   Call  you  it  [tbc  profeJEan  of  land-Auveying]' & 

A.'  j^tilit]  te  pejfartu  tfthiMg^  tmdtrtokea," 

o  Q  3       '  is 
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is  fpeaking,  is  refolved  to  betray  to  her  dil^ 
dainfiil  lover  thtfecret  of  the  fair  Hennta»  her 
^icnd  :  and  feeling  the  compunftion  of  a  well- 
inftruifted  mind,  for  this  odious  breach  of  truft, 
ihe  reafons  ;  **  And  for  this  intelligence,  if  I 
**  have  thanks,  it  is  a  detune  [fadj  expencc." 
This  expUnation  of  the  word  deare,  at  odcc 
gives  clcamcfs  to  the  expreflion,  and  incul- 
cates an  ufeful  moral.  (3.)CoiNTB;  quaiati 
nicefy  firange.  [Chaucer.]  '*  And,  the  qumnt 
•*  mazes,  in  the  wanton  green,  for  lack  of 
**  tread,  arc  undiftingui(hablc."  [Mid.  N.D.] 
"  Thf  clamorous  owl,  that  nightly  hoots,  aod 
**  at  our  quemt  fpirits."  [Id.]  (4.)  Woode; 
madde',furv>usiQutrageous,^3DZ\>fXs^  "Thou 
**  told'ft  me  they  were  ftoFn  into  this  wood ; 
**  and,  here  am  I,  aod  loW,    within  this 

"   wood."  [Id.]       (5.)    To  WEND;    to  gO\    tt 

turne,  [Chaucer.]  "  And  back  to  Athens  fhall 
"  the  lovers  wend"  [Id.]  (6.)  Neve;^. 
[Chaucer.]  **  Give  me  your  neift  Monf.  Muf- 
*'  tardfeed."  [Id.]  (7.)  Anti^b  :  aunaait^ 
[Chaucer.]  "  I  never  may  believe  thefe  ^s- 
"  tique  fables,  nor  thefp  fairy  toys,"  [Id.] 
(8.)  Quell  i  to  ab(ftei  to  kill.  [Chaucer.] 
"  Quail,  crulh,  conclude,  and  quell"  [Id.] 
(9.)  MoNE  i  lamentationtt  Jorrpw,  wayliags^ 
[Chaucer.]    «  And  thiw  ie^^w-nw."   [Id.] 
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Let  thefe  lew  examples  £iffice,  to  {how  how 

much  our  bard  may  be  iHuilrated,  and  our- 

felves   enlightened,  by  tie  Cbauceriana  (i;). 

I  cannot 

(v)  Tbis  clcganti  and  ufeftil,  GrMmatica  Jngiicanat  to 
vAuA  tbofe  Cbauceriana  were  anncxcil,  ww  priatcd  at 
Cambridge,^  JohnL^att> in  tJ94>  and  ibt  ChaMctriana, 
cotiSiSuag  oS  fivt  pagtSy  ou^t,  in  juftice  to  the  admirers  of 
Shakfpcare,  to  be  annexed  to  every  future  edition  of  his 
works,  even  if  fbnie  of  (he  lumber,  wluch  now  obftniSs 
the  reader's  way,  were  dilhiifled  to  the  flails.  In  order  to 
fiipport  that  fentiment,  I  will  Jiibjoin  a  few  more  examples : 
Reckej  to  cart;  regardi  or aecaunt af.  [Chaucer.]  "The 
**  Great  Globe  itfelf  j  yea,  all  which  it  inherit  fball  diilblve ; 
«  and— ^leave  not  a  rack  behind."  [Tcmpeft.]  Every 
one  Icnows  how  mudi  learning  has  been  wafted,  without 
Sacce&y  K>  explain  the  meaning  of  raek^  .in  this  celebrated 
pafl^e.  (i.)  But,  it  is,  plunly,  a  mifprtnt  for  rickt : 
(2.)  Shakfpearc,  merely,  meant  to  &y,  that  the  Globe,  and 
All,  whidi  it  inherit,  (hall  diflblve,  without  leavii^  a  rKkty 
an  aecMint  tfy  memorial,  or  notice,  behind. 

RsEDf  ;  xaflitw,   ull\  dtiilari\  txpeund.   [Chaucer. J 

Ophelia  fiiys,    "  But,  good  my  brorfier, 

**  Do  not,  as  fome  ungracious  paftors  do, 
"  Shew  me  the  Aeep  and  thorny  way  to  beavn  j 
*'  Whilft,  like  a  pufTd  and  rKiicfi  libertine, 
*'  Himfetf  die  primrole  path  of  dalliance  treads, 
*<  And  ncii  not  his  own  ri'4</."        [Bamlet.] 
Now;  Shaklpeare,  knowing  die  vanous  iTteanipgs  of  all  thofe 
words,  meant  to  make  Ophelia  lay^  whilll  (artUfi  liber- 
.  tines  tread  thf  primrofe  ptth,  and  T'g'"''i  fiot  tlteir  own 
r*tdti  JtciarttioBtf  or  ^x^^ituitr.— Moreover  j  the  fortune- 
tdlen  rttJt  the  deftinies  of  tbf  maidtns  ef  tbt  viUagrjt  even 
to  dut  day. 

O  o  4  To 
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I  cannot  quit  The  Midfummer-rNigbt' t  J^e^tUt 
-without  mentiontng,-  that  I  hien  {eea  in  the 
pariOi-regtfter  of  St.  Savidiir's,  Southwark, 
**  A  teftimonial,  in  1569,  of  tfie  age  of  Jofeph 
*f  Botthonit"  who  had  been  born,  in  that  pa- 
rifli,  the  iMuni  of  Shakfpeare,  who  may  have 
noted  the  Boitbomsy  as  fit  objefts  of  his  muie. 
Whatever  there  may  be  in  this,  it  is  cer- 
tain, though  our  critic  has  fgrniftied  no  do- 
cuments to  enable  us  to  afcertain  the  fad:, 
that  Shakfpeare  was  not  only  mafter  of  great 
vigilance  of  oblervation,  but  of  equal  dili- 
gence of  notation.  He  allowed  nothing  to 
efcape  him,  which  occurred  to  hi^  eye,  his 
memory,  or  his  intellctS:  But,  noting  down 
what  he  faw,  recollefted,  or  inferred,  dili- 
gently prepared  to  write  for  immortality.  We 
may  be  convinced  of  this,  by  a  curious,  but 
unnoticed,  paffage,  in  Marfton's  tenth  iatire, 
entitled  Humours : — 

«  Lufcus,  what's  playM  to  day  ?  fayth  now  I  know 
I  fet  my  lips  abroach,  from  whence  doih  flow 


Toshend;  toWflWiTi  or  reprosvt.[CYaMiXT.1  "We  (hall 
«  he  all />«(."  [M.W.W.]  "Iam/!>ffrtfor  fpealting  to 
"  ycu."  [Twelfth  Night.]  "  He  flicni  our  mcfleBgers." 
[Troil.  and  Cref.]  Now;  Ifufpc<a,  ^tjbmit  which  {dnn- 
1y  means  hlami^  reproof,  is  ehher  3.  mt^rint,  or  a  tUflcrent 
form  of  the  Cune  verb. — Tliele  cxampks  fball  AiiEce,  kt 
the  prelcnL 

Naught 
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Naught  but  pure  yuitet  and  Roma- 
Say;  whoaasbeft?   Dru/us^or  Rafiia? 
Now,  I  have  him,  that  ne're  of  ought  did  fpeake, 
But,  when  of  plajes,  and  pkiors,  he  did  treats. 
H'ath  made  a  temman  plgct-btiikt  out  ofpUyis, 
And  fpe^kcs  in  print,  at  Jtaft  what'ete  he  feyes 
Is  warranted  by  curta'me  plaudilies. 
If  ere  you  heard  him  courting  Lcfbias  eyes  ; 
Say  (courteous  Sir)  fpeafces  he  not  movingly 
Ffoot  out  foine  nevi  pathetique  iragidit  ? 
HewFttcs,  he  railes,  he  jcfls,  he  co.uris,  vrtiatitotj 
And  all  from  out  his  huge  kng-jcrapedjioci 
Of  well-penn'd  plajei." 

Romeo  and  yuliet  is  faid  by  Mr.  Malone  to 
be  ihc  Jirft  tragedy;  which'  Shakfpcare  pro- 
duced; to  have  been  written  in  1595,  printed 
in  1597.  and  reprinted,  in  its  prefent  form 
two  years  ajierwards  {yj).  Well,  then,  might 
Marfton  alk,  in  1599,  What's  picked  to  day  t 
Nought  but  ppre  Juliet  and  Romeo ;  and 
might,  fitly,  of  the  author  exclaim,  Speaks  he 
not  movingly  from  outfome  new  pathetique  tra- 
gedie  !  Shakfpeare  was  already  in  the  fatirift's 
mind,  when  he  cried  out  in  the  preceding 
'verfe,  A  baH,  a  hall,  and  in  Marfton's  eye, 
when  he  opened  a  preceding  fatire,  by  ex- 
claiming, A  man,  a  man,  a  kingdom  for  a  man  f 

(iv)  The  Chronology  of  Shale  Pl^;.-n£OTi;oW7W2it 
wa»  printed  for  Cuthbert  Burby,  in  1599.  Herb.  Typ.  Aj). 
vol.ii.  p.  (183.  MyediCioaofA/flf;^M'r5fl()'r«,  from  which 
f  tniote,  was  zUi>.jnibii6ied  ift  the  fame  T«ar,  1599. 

AU 
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AH  thofe  circumftances,  clearly,  evince,  that 
MarAon  meant  to  give  a  mioute  defcription 
of  Shakrpeare>  in  the  before-quoted  pafiage, 
which  is  now  fubmttted  to  the  carious  rcfider 
for  the  firft  time.  Drt^  was,  neceflarily,  in- 
tended for  Shakfpeare,  as  Rofcius  had  been, 
aUeady,  appropriated  to  Richard  Buiindge  : 
And,  the  compartlbn,  between  thofe  illuftrious 
a^rs,  wliich  was  thus  inilituted  by  Marfton> 
who  knew  them  both  intimately,  is  honoura- 
ble to  all  parties.  But,  our  curiofity  is  gra- 
tified the  mofl,  by  what  the  fatirift  iays  of 
our  immortal  bard,  as  a  mattt  and  as  a  maker. 
We  now  perceive,  that  Shakipeare's  table-taik 
turned  chiefly  on  his  profeffion  ;  that  be  nere 
of  ought  did Jpeaket  but,  naben  ofpl^ei,  or  play- 
ers, be  did  treate.  We  at  length  perceive, 
that  Shakfpeare  had  difcernment  to  know  the 
value  of  a  common-place  kook  to  a  profefled 
writer :  He  made  a  common-place  bmk  out  ^ 
pl^s :  He  writes,  be  railes,  be  jefis,  he  courtSt 
•what  not',  and  all  from  out  bis  huge  long- 
fcraped  fiock  of  teell'Penn'd  playes.  This  is 
fuch  a  delineation  of  our  dramatid,  as  his  ad- 
mirers have  never  feen  before.  It  was,  in- 
deed, known,  that  Shakfpeare  adopted  freely, 
but  amply  improved,  preceding  plays,  cha- 
iraflers,  fentiments,  and  language :  Yet,  otir 
eritic. 
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critic^  when  he  ihows  bis.  aShe  praBicCj  is 
not  rutBciently  ibidious  to  tell,  that,  fuch  was 
the  ufageof  the  times,  without  the  imputation 
of  plagierifm,  and  the  cuftom  of  the  greateft 
poets  of  the  age  ;  as.  when  Spenfer  adopted 
the  Colin.  Chut  of  Skelton.  The  fuccefs  of 
Sbakfpeare's  dranoas,  at  the  theatre,  is  alfo  ce- 
lebrated by  Marfton,  when  the  rival-dramatiit 
afHrms  that, 

u   ....  ■-■■■..  —  What  ere  he  &^ 

"  Is  wananted  by  curtaifu  plamMtUt  (*).** 

Sucbj  then,  are  the  lights,  which  the  pen- 
cil of  Marfton  has  thrown  on  the  Jiudies  of 
Shakfpcare!  We  may  now'percelvediilindUy, 
that  our  dramatift  was  in  the  babtt  of  reading, 
not  only  the  plays  and  poetry,  but  the  books 
and  pamphlets*  which  a  teeming  age  brought 
forth  i  and  in  the  pradlice  of  common-placing 
wliatever  was  curious,  or  might  be  ufeful. 
Much  jlluAration,  indeed,  wa$  given  to  the 
obfcurities  of  Shakfpeare,  by  Theobald,  and 
Aill  greater  help  has  been  afforded  to  our 
own  unikilfulnefs,  by  other  editors,  during  the 
laft  thiity  years,  fiom  the  perufal  of  all  Jifcb 
jREAoiNO  ox  was  never  read, — but  by  Shak- 

(x)  Curtaiae  and  tbtatrevnnfyaommoxaexpr^QnStfoT 
fbtjia^y  In  Ifaat  an,  as  we  learn  from  Nortlibroak,  and 

^tijibbs, 

ijxare. 
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fpeare,  to  whom.  Pope  owe^  it,  aa  a  poet,  and 
ft  critic,  to  have  been  fomewhat  more  mod:fi 
ht  exception  {y).  But,  though  much  has  been 
done,  by  clearihg  away  obftrutfliona,  to  vindi- 
cate our  majiefs  claim  to  immortality  ^  yet, 
much  remains  to  be  done  by  the  efforts  of  di- 
ligence, rather  than  the  faffs  of  bigb-hlown 
fruk^  and  by  the  inveftigations  of  judgment, 
rather  than  the  backbites  of  habitual  maiignity, 
to  m^^ke  hie  obfcurities  inteltigiUe  to  the 
meanefl  capa,city,  and  his  beauties  relifhable 
by' the  greajeft  genius. 

In  purfuaiice  of  .this  fentiment,  I  will  add  a 
bnitc,  or  twoi,  t<?  the  cOmmon  ftock  of  ufeful 
illuftration.  'The  whote  cbriduft,  fentiment, 
and  language  of-  tbe  Ghojl  in  Hamletf  which 
have  created  fo  much  embarrafsment,  may  be 
cleared,  and  the  "explanations  of  the  moft  in- 
itelligent'commentators  confirmed,  by  a  paffage, 
in  "Tie  Book  oftH'e  (z)  Fcjli^al,  a  church  book 
-    ■     •  of 

'  {y)  See  WartonM-Spen&i,  ad  ed.  p.  a6^ 
■  (x)  h  WHS  ^»i*e*,by.W]uikyn  de  .Wordc,  in  lygt: 
-But}  I  trivirnib^-tiie  faflage  from  Surge's J^lcn.  yoi.u 
p.  139:  The  prieft,  i^caftSag  of  tht  bttriai  of  the  itaii^2Scrt& 
dhe  weHing  ^  their  gbiff^i\  in  the  following  manner  x"'MaDy 
->(  walk  oil  BJ^s^whcn  bulled  In  holy  pUc«:  But,  that  is 
*'  not  long  of  the  fientC  ^ut  of  the  grace  of  God,  t«,^t 
»*  thenvhelp.    And  foaic  be  guilty,  and  have  no  rdV.    Four 
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(#  the  pwiefte^  tt^ich  whs  1  read  to  their  pa-, 
rHhtonerfi»  during  particular  feafoiu.  6tuk- 
fpedre  miiy'haveypoffiblyjfounclfoinc  editioii  of 
this  book j  in  his  own  Eimiiy,  akid  hsre,  tlrareby^ 
lean^ed  the  popokr  notions  of  thetimcb,  with 
regafd  tb  the  •Oioiking  of  gAe^s,':zDd  to  the 
houfiling  Qi Sic^K.  men,  (7  ^be-Adminifbitioa  of. 
thefaerament. 

Fnsm  Batman's  Dostm,  wmnmi^ail  jkm  to 

«  men  Aal«  an  abbot's  ox  tb  their  laii;ler.  -[T^i^bci^dtdat 
"  fentcnpc,  ^d  curfed  ,them:  "So. three. of  them  wc(» 
*'  jKtr/WBj.and.  a(kcd  mercy :  Tlie;  fourth  (fieji  aUl  Was  not 
"  ajfoiledyZnA  had  not  forgivenels :  So,  ^*tMn<h«  was-dead* 
"  the  ffirit  losnt  by  mghiy.znd  fiani  alttbc'  peopjf [abotitt 
<*  that  n«ne  durft  wallc  altei  fun  dowat  ,7^^g>.  as  Ac 
"  parifb  prjcft  went  on  a  night  with  Gofs  hady  to  houjil  a 
"  lick  man,  this  fpirit  went  with 'him,  and.told'hfm  wtet  he 
*  was,  and  why  he  went  fwalk«d]  and  {naycd  die  prieft  t* 
«  go  to  his  wife,  tbat.tbcifftoqld  gf  bddi  4«  tbo  abbo^ 
^^  aqd  make  him  amendi  for  his  trelpaTs ;  and.  To  to  aQbiJl 
«  faira  i  for  he  might  have  no  reft :  And,  anon  the  a))lx>c 
•*  aflbiled.him;  and  A;  tfent  ft  r^,  and  joy  for  tfvcrmore." 
—In  7heDB0jru.)-warmng  to  jttdgtment  of  Mt,Psofitflcc.'J3al>- 
mMt,  >58t,  p.  430,  "which  Shai^pslre  had  certainly  icad, 
there  is  tht  print  of  a  ghoft,  who  *'  not  many  yeres  pafte,  in 
"  Bohemia,  appeared  to  one  that  was  aJleep :"  This  ghoft  is 
a-  goodly  perfonage ;  and  is ,  all  uaked,  indeed,  except  his 
/mai,  wbieh  are  ygicdled  with  Mr.  Malwif's  iiuthtrn  piUb> 
The  moft  intelligent  ghoft  of  tbeprefent  day  riu^tjnaub  0 
grace  from  the  attitude,  which  is  really  fine,  of  die  Bohemian 
ghbft  of  ProfcHbr  Batman. 
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'  t&e  judgemente ;  and  containilig  almoft  all  the 
fir^ge  prodigies^  bapned  in  the  leoridt  Shak- 
fpeare  acquired  much  knowledge,  which  is 
Mattered  about  in  his  dramas:  Herein  he 
found  the  hiftoiy  "  of  iiindry  monilers  of  men* 
'*  in  divers  forms  •"  fuch  as  the  Cynnaminii, 
or  dog-^pers,  the  ^rmatbophag^t  who  lived 
on  fruite,  the  Sopbogit  who  dwelt  in  trees,  and 
leaped  irom  branch  to  branch,  like  fquirrellcs, 
the  Hertm^roMta,  that  is,  people  of  both 
kinds,  the  Incbtbyopba^,  or  6lh-eaters,  the 
Pandora,  who  live  two  hundred  years,  the 
N^ita,  who  are  all  black,  and  whofe  nether 
lipe  hang  down  as  low  as  their  brcafts,  the 
MtbiepeSt  a  black  people,  who  have  four  {a) 
eyes,  the  Hippopodes,  whofe  nether  parts  are 
like  to  h<M:fe6,  the  Armajpi,  who  have  but 
one  eye  in  their  fi>rebead5,  the  Anthropo- 
phagi, who  eat  man's  flefli,  and  live  without 
law,  and  from  theie  men  eaters  proceed  the 
CanibalSf  who  are  fo  called  from  their  eating 
man's  {b)  flefli,  the  Pygmies^  who  are  fo  called 

for 

(u)  "  J?/i«p»  of  their  fweet  complexion  craclc."  [Lore's 
Labour  Loft.]  **Sudi  £/ii«/>  words,  ^ibfirr  in  tbeir  ^^ 
**  dun  in  their  countenance."  [A$  you  like  it.] 

{b)  Otbello  tdli  Deaemoiu,— Of  the  Cenibali,  dat 
each  odier  eat*  the  Jnthrapepbagi,  and  avft,  whi/i  bteit  A 
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for  their  Ihortnefs  of  ilature.  Yet,  among  all 
thofe  wonderful  nations,  the  Profcflbr  leemi 
not  to  have  found  that  celebrated  people, 
vboje  beads  do  ^vm  beneath  tbehr  Jhmlders^ 

The  hiftory  of  tbefe  fingular  mefty  may  be 
compreiTed  into  a  very  little  voliioie.  Mr. 
Profeflbr  Batman,  after  reading  every  Greek, 
and  Latin,  author,  after  perufing  the  writings 
of  the  Italian,  German,  French,  and  Spanifh 
doftors,  who  had  treated  oi  wonderful  wonderif 
had  almofl  publifhed  his  own  work,  without 
faying  a  word  about  that  memorable  race  (c). 
But,  there  happily  were  fent  him  from  abroad 
feme  additional  relations  of  monfters,  n^ich  he 
.  caufed  to  be  tranflated,  Iot  the  inftrudtion  of 
his  readers, — **  In  the  woddes  of  Afia,"  he 
{d)  fays,  "  are  men  called  Menopolu  who  have 

grno  beneath  their  JbetihUrt. — «  Hell  fpeak,  like  ait  Jnthrt~ 
**  pepbagiiiian  unto  thee."  [Merry  Wives  of  Windfbr,] 
Here,  is  a  word,  which  was  plainljr  cwned,  in  order  to  throw 
contempt  on  fuch  wonderful  menj  as,  indeed,  tbere  it  mucli 
of  the  ^aic  purpofc  in  Othello's  celebrated  relation,  which, 
at  the  lame  time,  evinces  die  poet's  inflght  into  human 
nature. 

(r)  He  gives  a  very  long  lift  of  all  the  bocdcs,  which  he 
hod  read  over,  to  diJcover  things  out  of  nature.  In  this  lift, 
may  he  Teen  die  name  of  Nicolaus  Gcilerus  Ludi  fialUico- 
lis  nudtralor, 

{d)  The  Dome,  p.  389 :  And  yet,  Batman,  when  he 
was  upon  die  fetrch,  might  have  found  in  PHny,  the  natural- 

ift, 
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**  n»  bead,  bot  afactin  thtir  breafie .'  Thoy g» 
"  nakedf  covering  themielvee  [their  no-beads]. 
*f  with  a  cap,  by  realbn  of  the  fun's  great 
"  heat:  They  gather  pepper,  and  barter  it 
*'  with  the  merchants  of  Mecha;  and  the 
",  wares  which  they  have  for  it,  they  &nd  to. 
*'  the  Antipodes  {e) :  They  are  voye  conti- 
**  netlt  and  modeft  mea ;  neither  are  tbeyerc^.. 
*f  beard  to  utter  ^n  ill  word;  they  are  Very, 
"  uprigbtr  and  have  a  good  confciencc/  ac- 
*f  eording  to  their  law."  Luckily,  Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh  found,,  in  Guiana,  a  few  years 
after,  a  kindred  generation,  whom  he  intro- 
duced to  the  Englilh  people,  in  1596.  While 
the  wits  of  England,  Hall,  Marfton,  and  (/) 
Sbakfpeare,  were  laughing  at  the  marvelt  of 

S'ft,  lib.  vii.  C2p.l:  "  Ftrfits  ecetdenttm  ad  tiantim  MiU  in 
'  j^(7,  vivere  geiuis  hominum,  fine  capldbus,  habcntcs 
**  ogculqc  ia  p;Aore  intra  uillas."  Nay;  tbofe  fsusouf 
meo  wenQ  cMineated  in  the  Mafaic  Pavtmuttt  of  the  Ro- 
fWu.  [Pivw  Auguft,  De  Civic  Dei,  Lib.  xvi,,caf].  8.] 

(/}  ■SMtfjjeare  often  raentions  the  jfiiripiiJes.  [Mudi 
Ado  About  Nothing;  Merchant  of  Venice ;  Richard  ad! 
«  Thou  art  as  oppofite  to  every  good,  as  the  Antipaies  tti 
**  unto  us."  3  H.  6.]  Shakfpcare  thus  appears  td  have 
Iehovtb  the  JtittiftJts  fuU  better  than  Babnan. 

{/)  In  tlie  Merry  Wivis  tf  IPtndfar,  i6oij  from  the 
wiccy  tongue  of  Falftaff;  **  She  is  a  rigun  of  Guiana^  all 
"  gold  and  bounty/' 

Raleigh, 
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j^^gjgh,  diift  ff^olftrs  f}f  tJM  coptM^pnti^^H 

tnuiflatcd  into  L»ttn,  and  ^ujdf^i^  u  N4.r.^n- 

b)rH9Jl»t'?8*  Jwiviflg  jipQii  it  s]}s  fjii4  mpn, 
httnting».3Q^  ;fighting>'l^V^?jr  he^  h»^^ 
their  fitviidvi.  Ttv:  kafivng  qf  .St^fpf^e, 
I  grant:,  did  not  enab]?  hi^tp  r^4lhi«^f'<w» 
(S  adaunrnda  d^riptio  Rigfi  Gvia^,  aun 
aimndantiffim,  m  ^merkta  bi^t  it..-n\uft  b^ 
pquftlly.  allowed,  that /^^ /^£/j  pf  Sh%WRWr? 
esibled,  him  to  iee»  ip  .thic  fcv^ftfpi^  titk- 
page>  the  pien  w/A^  /<6<';r  ^ads  beneath  their, 
fimlders,  bpdicd  forth  to  the  ^iomk^A  0^* 
Thz  izmt  pi^ureAMo  iho«npd  W/'^  nfltjiraUfis 
of  that  age.  what  mpft  haye  appeared  voy 
notable,  that  the  Motf^oHan  women  were 
made  in  alt  refpeds,  Wks  unto  other  women^ 
-We  now  perceive,  irom  this  .brief  hiftory,  that 
thoie  Monopoii  were  very  j^nvlj^r  tp  the  ^n- 
4erihindings,  and  the  eyes,  €^.  Englitbnjei^ 
before  Shakfpeare;  brought  thepa  g^itt  MpQn  .the 
fla^e,  when,  as  old  acquaintances,  the  men, 
'whole  heads  dp  grow  beneath  their  jhouldersy 
.miift  hfive  been  received  with  loqd  ^plaufe. 
We  are,  in  this  manner,  carried  forward  to 
the  queftion,  which  has  been  agitated,  about 
Pp  ■  the 
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the  tpoebf  and  the  origin,  of  the  ^empefi, 
Theobald  aff6rted,  that  this  mbleji  effort  of  the 
JubUme  ima^natioH  of  Shakfpearc  muit  have 
been  ■wtitten,  after  j  609,  bccaufe  the  Ber- 
mada  iflandfiy  which  are  mentioned  in  it,  were 
anknown  to  the  Engtifli  until  that  year.  -The 
ignt^rance  of  that  ufefu]  editor  has  been  pro* 
periy  correded,  by  a  reference  to  Hackloyt's 
Vo^ges,  1660,  for  May's  deio-iption  erf"  Ber- 
mudas, where  he;  was  ihipwrecked  in  .1593. 
Bnt,  we  muft  go  a  ftep  further  back.  And, 
we  Hiall  find,  in  Raleigh's  Narrative,  which 
Shakfpesre  had  read,  and  noted,,  the  ■  true 
fource  <^  our  maker's  knowledge,  about  die 
^ill-veiC'd  Bgrmofithes  {g).  In  difplaying  the 
advantages  of  Giliana,  Raleigh  fays*  with 
premature  dogmatifm,  *'  the  Cbanml  of  Ba~ 
«  bama,  coming  from  the  Weft  Indies,  cd»- 
"  not  be  pajfed  in  the  winter,  and  when  it  is 
*^  at  the  belt,  it  is  'a  perilous,  and  a  fearful, 
"  place  :  The  reft  of  tbe  Indies  for  calms, 
"  and  difeafes,  are  very  troubleibme  ;   and 

{g)  Tbe  Djfieveru  af  the  Largt,  RUb^  and  Beautiful  Em- 
pire of  Guiana-,  widt  a  relation  of  the  Great  and  Goldni 
Citic  of  Manoa,  which  the  Spaniards  call  £1  Dorado^ 
'Perfonned  in  159s  fcy  Sir  W.Ralegh.  Imprinted  ^t  London 
by  Rob.  Robinfon,  1596.  The  book  was  dedicated,  by  Ra- 
leigh, to  the  Lord  Admiral  Howard,  and  to  Sir  Robert 
Cecyll. 

**  tbt 
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**  sii  Bbrmuj>as,  a  heUilh  &a,  for'tiifftder, 
^*-JigbteHmg,  and  Jhrms."  Sfibie(|ueikt.  mi^- 
vbntai%s,  in  tUofe^^ieas,  loA  pofteriot  pi^i- 
Cations,  in  Lcmiian»-'kept  thG\fiiJlivex'J  Bfr^ 
me^es.  confbatly  ':before  the  public '  eye. 
^kartian,  who  accompanied-:  Sic -Ceocge  So- 
mersi.when  he  was  fliipwrecked-oh  Bemuidast 
ih  i6o9>"publi$iBd,  i;i  1610,  A-Dijcover^  of 
tieBartnadts^  othonviTe  caUed*  (be^.of  Di- 
vsis{h)..  A  ihip,  named' the  ^Plough*  failed 
from  the  Thames,  in  April  1^12,.  with  ad- 
veaturcrs  fw  Bermudas,  who,  having  a  _^»r 
and  comfojitaiie  pa£agey  ■  eftablllfaed  .  the  ^r^ 
colony  in  t&e  ijk  ^-  DevUs,  on  the.  nth  c^ 
July  1612.  This  -ehterprize  was-  ibllowed. 
by  the  pablication»  in  161 3,  of  ^  Plapie.De- 
Jeriptibn  of  the  Barmudas  now  jcal/ed  .Sommfr 
ijlands{i)»  :  During  the  months  of  Oilober, 
-Npvenaber, 

(A)  It  was  printed  by  WinJet  forBarnct  in  ScDunflan's 
-Churchyard. 

-  {i)  This  pamf^let  was  printed  by  W,  Stanfby  for  W. 
Welby  :  And,  it  is  merely  a  reptiblicatioi)  o:f  Jgurdan's 
TiiSCy  with  an  naW/i'an,  cantauiihg  the  voyage  and  feUlcr 
ment,  under  Majier  R.  More,  the  deputie  governor,  with 
a  change  of  the  name,  and  a  Ibftening  of , the  defcriptiftn,  as 
to  the  beiU/hnefi  of  the  rhunder,  lightening,  aiid  fiorms ;  ,yQ^ 
retaining  the  following  paffage  in  Jourdan's  pamphlet,  whiqh 
is  very  material  to  remember,  and-  very'  curious  to  remark 
now,  as  it  has  never  been  remarked  b^ire :  '^  For..UR 
P  p  2  <«  laanda 
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Norasbeort  ami  December,  i6ieb»  tbcrcTa? 
fl-' continued  tmpefi^   a»  Stoiwe  infbcfns  lu, 

of  En^tavd.  ^  Shskfptitrfc's  T^B]Kift  wafr  AAed 
^  tltis  bttginmiig  of  die  yoir  r6i3.    AacU 

Ad  W^tfm  &d)lmM  ffiert  df 'the  jnunan  gfoaitk 
in  bis  "Bm-thHomsw-fairy  i6[^  iifo^vv  <lkdfe 
^otes,  and  ^tiioik  Gtrcumftmibes,  fix  /tfae  tzoe 
Ispbch  of  tlw  Tompeft,  not  iai6i2,  <ite(tfd' 
ifig  to  Mr.,Mii9orte's  ^rdndog;^ luit  in  iAi%t 
acGofdiug  40  tbe  eyidencc  .  Aafc^Kaae'^  so- 
^on  q£  if^Me^/hufs  of  tlw  BenitiMicaB  &»,  for 
thundir^  l^aeaixg,  aaAjfiomst  vns  plaki)^  dt- 
<!ived  &otn  Role^,  aftd  his  idtA  of  llic  jSatf- 
-VfxV  Bfrtnooiiest  being  an  mabanted  place, 
•v/hi^  made  ewry  nnriner  avoid  it,  aa  Scylh* 
AndChir))di8>  was  abviou0y  taken  fiom  Jour- 
<d«ii  ^^his  trad  was  repubMied,in  1613  (i). 
Thcfc 

«  Iflands  of  the  Barmutlas,  as  every  man  knewcdi*  (htt 
■**  hath  heard,  or  read  of  them,  were  ncrcr  iahabitad  by  anj 
«  Chriftian,  or  headieD,  people,  but  e«er  efteetned,  ai«l 
M  reputed, «  mod  J>r«iAlfmui  and  iKitfxWt^w%>ffbordi4g 
**  nothing  butguftsf  ftonnes,  and  foul  westber;  which  nwde 
-**  every  navigator  and  mariner  to  avoid  diem,  as  Scylb  and 
^  Cbarydis,  or  as  dKjr  would  fhutt  tbe  Devil  hinrfyfe." 

(i)   In  Ae  P/«M  X>rfaipUany  when  printed,  in  1613, 

^tiim  is  a  (iip«»d^(n  CO  the  «3^i»l  pa%ei  wfaidi  is  veix 
reioaAible:— 
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Xhefe  pofitksns. may  bp  fiipjMBrted  "bf  Other 
&.&$,  and  confirmed  by  addiMona)  tpaSxdag*, 
vrhkh  will,  ttt  the  ika^  tijnCa.  op^a  qcw 
profpeds  to  die  inquilitive  eye.  Knowing 
the  common  opiman,  that  the  Bennadean  i4es 
were  enchanted,  and  governed  by  Spirits,  ottf 
<n<2<i^  diowcd  great  jud^ent,  in  caufin^^  by 
CDcbantnicnt,  the  King's  {hip  to  b«  wrecked 
on  tbeJiiU-^ex'd  Bermootbest  with  aUttfion»  C» 
the  Aipwreck  of  Sommers,  and  the  govem- 
pient  by  fpirits.  He  goes  on  to  ihow  hi$ 
omn  coDtcmpt  for  the  marvels  of  voyage- 
writers,  i|B  that  age  of  voyages,  by  &ying ; 
"  But,  the  rarity  of  it  is,  which  is  indeed 
"  alraoil  beyond  credit  j  at  many  vouc$'d  ra- 
'*  rities  are"  Showing  thus  the  re^tude  <^ 
his  own  &caltie«,  he  proceeds  to  ridicule,  by 
the  moft"  marked  farcaim.  Tie  Plain  Dejcrtp" 

remarkable  i—f*  It  I*  reported,  diat  the  land  of  the  Barmudas 
**  with  the  many  iflanlg  about  it  are  inchanted,  and  kepc 
**  wicheyil  and  wicked  fpirits }  it  is  a  mod  idle  and  &llc 
**  report."-^To  this  the  writer  of  the  fupplemcntal  account 
adds :  «  For,  our  inchanttd  iflands,  which  is  kept  as  fome 
*'  lay  with  fyirittt  will  wrong  no  friend,  nor  foe."  Three 
mariners,  who  had  been  left  on  Bermudas  in  1610,  were 
found  by  the  planters,  in  1612,  more  civil  than  fuvagty  and 
more  indvftrious  than  idle  :  For,  they  had  pUnted  corf), 
wheat,  beans,  tobacco,  and  melons.  We  now  lee  how 
many  bints  Sbakl^eaic  gained  firam  tbofe  Bennudean 
pamphlets. 

P  p  3  tiott 
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Hon-of  BerftrndaSt  i6i3(/):  '*  Though  this 
*•  ifland  &em  to  be  defertj^Ha,  ha,  ha! 
**  -Uninhabitable,  and  almoft  inacceflible>  yet, 

<0  Who  itid  1K«  dxiok,  {a.y%  the  writer,  till  withb  Ihdc 
four,  years,  but  tbit  thofc  iflands  bad  been  rather  a  habita* 
tion  of  deyel^,  than  £t  for  men  to  dwell  in  ?  Who  ^d  not 
hate'  the  nanie,  When  he  was  on  land,  and  Ihun  the  place 
Wten  he  ivas-  on  the  Teas.  The  writer,  tlwn,  fpeaks  of  *i* 
Stnm^  at  dffirlt  yet  &ysitt  ynt^  inhabited  by  three  men  ; 
who  were  more  civil,  than  favagc.;  tjiat  they  were  furrcMinded 
by  dangerous  rocks,  lying  fcaven  leagues  into  the  fea,  yet, 
there  are  many  good  harbours  in  it :  They  found  the  ayr  fo 
temperate,  and  the  countrj  lb  aboundantly  fruitful  of  all  lit 
jiccefizrics  for  the  fuftentation  of  man's  life. ^  and  though 
this  illand  has  been,  ^nd  is,  accounted,  the  mofl  dangerous, 
infortunaCe,  and  moft  forlorne  place  in  the  world^  it  is  in 
truth,  the  richeft,  healthfhlleft,  and  pleafmgland,  and  inerely 
natural,  as  ever  man  fet  ibot  lipon.  The  ground  is  the  rich- 
«4  to  bear  fruit,  whatlbever  one  fhall  lay  on  it,  that  is  in  the 
world,  and  very  eafy  for  digging ;  for  it  is  i  fat  fandj grBundi 
and  of  co/our  a  brevin  red :  Many  feeds  were  fown,  the 
cowcumber  and  the  melon  among  othcR,  and  they  were 
feen  above  the  ground  on  the  ftnirth  day :  They  went  into 
thebird-iflands  i  in& -uiilhotn Ji'ick,  _ftait-bewy  or  ^ut,  they 
took  up  the  birds  with  their  hands,  fo  many  as  they  would, 
Fifli  of  every  kind  fvrarm  about  thofe  iflands.  And  for  fuch 
extraordinary  weather,  for  thunder  and  lightning,  as  is  re- 
ported, I  can  fee  no  fuch  matter,  but  better  weather  than 
they  have  In  England ;  and,  if  wc  had  been  wet  by  weather, 
or  by  wading-,  we  tiuiy  lay  us  dniin.,  fi  wet,  le  fl:tp,  with  a 
palm-tree  leaf  or  two  under  us,  and  one  over  us,  and  we 
fleep  foundly,  without  any  taking  cold ;  your  ain  in  Eng- 
land arc  far  more  fubje£l  to  difeafes  than  thefc  ijlands  arc 

"ycti 
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•'  yet; — He  could  not  mif8  it :  It  muft  needs 
**  be  of  fubtle,  tender  and  delecate  tempe- 
**  ranee:  Ay»  and  fubtle  :  The  air  breadies 
*'  upon  us  here  moft  fweetly  :— 4S  if  it  had 
'*  lungs,  and  rotten  ones  : — or  as  if  'twere 
*'  perfum'd  by  a  fen.  Here,  is  every  thing 
"  advantageous  to  life  : — True  i  iave  means 
"  to  live.  How  lufli»  and  lufty  the  gca& 
*'  looks.  Tbe  ground  ii  indeed  tavtrft'~'^^'t^  on 
**  eye  of  green  in  it.  But»  the  rarity  of  it  [all] 
"  is,  that  our  garments,  being,  as  they  were, 
"  drench'd  in  the  fea,  hold,  notwithflanding, 
"  their  AeAinefs." 

After  laughing,  in  this  manner,  at  fuch 
abfurd  defcriptions,  Shakfpcare  continues  to 
laugh  at  the  colonial  policy  of  that  ag^  which 
made  the  colonies  fubjed,  yet  fovereign,  de- 
pendent, yet  independent,  taxable,  yet  not 
taxable,  obedient,  yet  difobcdicnt : — "  Had  I 
a  plantation  of  this  i/Ut  fays  Gonzalo,  an 
honeji  old  counfellor,  and  viere  the  king  of  it, 

I'  the  commtmveohhy  1  would,  by  contraries. 
Execute  ^  things :  For,  no  kind  of  traffick. 
Would  I  admit;  no  name  of  nugiftrate ; 
Letters  fliould  not  be  known ;  no  ufc  of  fervte^ 
Of  riches,  ortrf' poverty}  noconcra&, 
Succcffiotis  i  bound  of  land,  tilth,  vineyard^  none: 
No  ufe  of  metal,  com,  or  mne,  or  oil: 
No  occupation ;  all  men  idle,  all  { 
AaA  women  too,  but  innocent,  and  pure: 
Nofovereignty;—  ■, 

PP4  9ik 
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^g.tUngcj  in<(xn6ibn|  itttuiA  flwuld  ^bducci 
'\Vithout  fweat,  cr  eadeavour :  trcafoDj  f^ony, 

.    Swqri3,.'pilce,  Itnife,'gun^  or  ncBtJ  of  any  engine, 
Wfiiji  f  nor  hive;  but  nitureftbuld  bring  forth, 
Otf  i'ti  offR-kih^  MfdifMi  all  abundanei, 
To'^ed  Di^juiocrntsegpl^   '  .    , 

-   I  iirQu)4,iirith  fuch  perfeaipn  goyern,'  Sirj 
TocxccU  tSi  gol^n  age  (m). 

'In 

(m)  Mr.  MWiik  His  dedtrly  Ibown,  diat  Gonzilo'i  dif- 
'cijuife,  bQtk  in  feotini^t,  .9id  Ungq^gc^  was  borrowed  fidtn 
f  lono'^  Tmnjlalisn  of  Montaigne's  ££aiei,  which  was  pub- 
Itthed',  in'i6'o3j[Shak.  vol!ii.  p- 36.]  butourcritic^Id  not 
Wvfertrti'a-maierial  ditumrtarice;  in  ihis  queftion,  that  the 
fecond  edition  ofFlorio'gTranflationwMpubliflied,  in  1613: 
}And,  qw  C4ii]ffi)entator  is^egiegifnifi)'  niiftakoh  in  fup« 
pofine,  orat  Sbakfpeare  was  led,  by  the  p(»^^  of  this  boofci 
to  maVe  tfieVf^nf  of  the  f'-mpijl  i«  an  unfrequented  ifland  j  as 
H  have  evinced  frdm  ihfe  BermuSean  panlphlets,  and  other 
fidcunttfitS,  tfibugh  It  is  probable,  that  Shakfjie^re,  v^n  be 
jwa$  writing  theTcmpeft,  inthewihter  of  i6i2-ij,  aay 
have  thrown  hjs  eyes  on  th?  fece/td  edition  of  Florio,  and,  as 
ne  often  did,  caught  at  the  above-quoted  words,  which  were 
lUJtable  to  his  purpnfe.  Shakfpeare,  as  I  hnve  dlfeaJy 
i&>t(n,  ^iifetfeQly  acquaiiitcd  With  the  eamlia&iyhekM 
he  could  have  {een  that  traitflationi  and  he  undoubtedly 
&w  mucl;  ibout  that  man-eatiag  ftsple^  in  the  improved  edi? 
tion  of  Hacl^Iuyt's  voy^S,  1598-1600:  Yet,  I  think  it 
probable;  th^t  Shakfpcare  may  have  anagramatt^  tanlbet 
into  Caliban.  It  is,  mor^oTer,  to  be  obftrved,tbat  there  is 
annexed  .to' the  Plaine  Pefcriptian  of  the  Bermudas,  1613, 
whatwoqldbe  cillcd,  atprefent,  the  fundamental  eonft'ituiim 
of  the  colony,  concaihing  fome  of  the  contrarieties,  which 
Shakfpeare  lidipdes;  particularly, their  engagement  to  defend 
ff»pfp"7  t^t  (smmtnwtaltb  ve  live  ffy  if  apy  foreign  power 
(hould 
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■  In  tBi  Tempeftt  which  has  fo  many  refer- 
ences to  the  new-found,  and  new-fettled, 
■World,  there  is  an  alhifion  to  a  dead  Indian^  that 
bas  de6ed  the  commentators  fkill,  Trinctdo 
fays,  with  more  farcafm,  than  trath,  that,  in 
England,  when  they  leiU  not  give  a  dolt  to  re- 
lieve a  lathe  beggar^  they  •will  U^  Out  tehf  to  Jee 
a  dead  Indian  {n).  It  mtift  be  remembered, 
that  Shafcfpeare  wrote  this,  in  i644.  When  be 
was  catching  at  contemporary  topicfcs.  I  will 
endeavour  to  ffiow  the  fh-eet,  where  the  Indian 
died,   thouj^  I  pretend  not  to    know  the 

fliould  attetnpC  to  difpofftA  thdn,-'-wlthout  Ji»»rd,  /£f^ 
Miftjtr  gun.  The  opening  of  Gonaajo's^eech,^*//^ 
pUtHtatien  of  this  tjh,  points  his  difcourfe  to  that  enchanted 
Ipol,  and  the  flraiii  of  his  fentiments  fliows  how  much  hig 
■Arcafm  was  IcvcUcd  at  the  projcfts  of  colonization,  which 
jn  the  reign  of  James,  were  daily  circulated  by  the  chartcfed". 
-companies :  The  adventurers  to  Bennudas  were  fcnt  out  by 
projediois,  who  had  bought  the  Bermudas  from  the  Vir- 
giniaCompany,  to  whom  the  planters  prtHnifed^fVaod/mtw. 
Trcvet  bad  written  of  antartic  France^  or  the  Carihbee 
iflands,  before  Monuigne :  And,  Profefflbr  Magini,  who 
publiftcd,  in  1597,  his  Geograpbiat  Vmvtrfie  Opus,  has 
an  exprefs  chapter,  in  vol.  ii.  p.  2>)i -.^atmiohnim,  ftu 
Caritum  Inftile,  which  includes  the  whole  of  the  prefcnt 
Weft-Indies.  Magini  %b,  djaC  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
iJbnds  are  dark  coloured,  without  hair,  fierce,  cruel,  and 
fittlhropophagi. 

.  («)  Steemu's  Shak.  vol.  iii.  p..y8. 

houie. 
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houfe,  wherein  he  was  to  be  feen«  when  dead. 
Lord  Southampton^  and  Sir  Francis  Gorges 
engaging  in  voyages  of  difcovety*  lent  out*  in 
i6ii,  two  vefiels  under  the  command  cf 
Harlie,  and  Nicolas*  who  failed  along  the 
New  England  coaft,  where  they  were  fome- 
times  well,  and  often  ill,  received,  by  the  na- 
tives i  and  returned  to  England,  in  the  &me 
year,  with  ^ve  favages^  on  board  (o).  In 
1 614,  Captain  Smith  carried  out  to  New 
England,  one  of  thofe  favages,  named  7'antumi 
Captains  Hariie  and  Hopfon  tranfported,  in 
the  fame  year,  two  other  of  thofe  lavages, 
called  Epentm,  and  Manawef}  one  of  thofe 
fa vages  adventured  to  the  European  continent;, 
and  the  ^th  Indian^  of  whom  no  account  is 
^ven,  we  may  eafily  fuppofe  died  in  London, 
and  wa$  exhibited  for  a  lhow(/).  In  1613, 
Pocahontas,  the  daughter  of  Powiiataa,  the 
King  of  Virginia,  marrying  Mafter  John 
Rolf,  went  with  him  to  London,  where  flic 

(o)  Prince's  New  Erjg.  Chron.  33.  Prince  is  very  dull, 
but  very  accurate.  Agawam,  \riiere  Harlie,  and  Nicoba 
were  well  received  by  the  natives,  was  afterwards  called 
Southampton.  To  liiote  favagtsj  Stepbano  may  allude,  vha> 
he  fpeaks  ol  favages  and  latn  ef  Ind.  All  America  wai 
iaen  denominated  ind, 

{p)  lb.  39  i  Smith's  N.  £ng.  294. 

was 
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was  noticed  by  the  King  and  Queen,  was 
much  vifited  by  the  falhionable  world;  an'd 
unhappily  died  at  Gravefend,  on  her  return  to 
her  native  kingdom,  in  1617:  But,  Pocahon- 
tas, who  is  greatly  prajfcd  for  her  accomplifli- 
ments,  died  regretted  by  every  one  j  and  cer- 
tainly was  not  cxpofed  for  haflefs  gain  {q). 
Th,t  juggling  Viitcbcraftt  which  — 

«  _^___— ^  fifcly  in  harbour, 

*■  [Laii]}  the  King's  flupj  in^c<kcp(r)  /r«#.f,  irfiere  once 
«Thoa 


{q)  Stlth'sHift.Virg.  123. 

(r)  The  before-quoted  C^dW^ruMH,  1594,  has  '^tueiti 
'*  corner,  or  angle:"  And,  Shalcfpeaie  has  alio,  «n0«i^M«M 
>*  ide  of  Albion."  [Henry  5.]   In  the  Tempeftt  Miranda 

fayv- 

"On)'  heart  Ueedt ; 
"  To  think  o*  the  letn,  that  I  have  tupii'd  700  tOt 
"  Which  is  from  my  remembrance." 
Mr.  Stecvcns  fays  **/««   is  forrow,  grief,  trouble."    Sa 
in  I^mtc  and  JtUitt:  "to  my  ttex  be  it  fpoken."     The 
contemporary  C^auceriana  explains  titne,  to  be  rtvtngefuU 
turath;   iiweterete  malice,     Mr.  Steevens   was  the  &r&, 
who,  with  his  ufual  recolledioii,  Ihowed,  that  Shakfpeare 
had    borrowed   the    well-known  paflage  in   the  Tai^Jt^ 
which  was  converted  into  a  motto  for  his  monument,  from 
Lord  Stirling's  Daeius: 

"  And  let  this  worldly  pomp  our  wits  enchaat, 

"  Alt fodis,  and fcaretij  lia-ves  iebind altita."  Dahiui. 

'■  And,  like  this  unfnbSantial  pageant, /««!(/, 

«  Ltavt  not  a  raei  htbind,"  TiMPItT. 

The 
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feems  II4U  to  direQ  the  ^^efi,  with  Ariel's 
ivand,  and  httth  left  afleep  the  commentators* 
wrtA  d  charm,  jom'd  to  their  fufferd  labour, 
"yihsxi.  the  ev^r-moralizittg  Gonzalo  is  conir 
forting  the  King,  by  ihowing  him,  thai  other 
mortals  ytsxp  fubje^  to  iimiUr  ibipwreckf  he 
adds,  as  Mr.  Malooe,  uid  Mr.  Stecvens, 
t!oAcor*to  make  him  ipeak': 

«  — -..■        Our  hint  of  woe 


}-«»c^  day,  iaxw  faiW's  wife, 
't  The  mafien  of  iboie  merchontf  and  the  mercbanit 
"  Havejuff  our  theme  of  woe." 

Scdng  the  difficulty,  M^  Malonc  (but  his 
.eyes  {s).  The  vigilaace  faf  Mr.  Stcevens  faw 
fome  corruption,  in  the  paflage,  while  hia  acu- 
men tried,  with  unlucky  diligence,  to  purge 
this  cholert  ivtthout  letttng  Blood.  *'  Wc  muft 
,**  fuppofe."  he  remarks,  "thatbyjm^i^joar 
^*  author  tnrans  the  owners  of  a  merchant  (tap, 
•'  or  the  officers  to  whom  the  navigation  of  it 

The  eompartfon  of  thefe  fimilar  pal£^s  iJeinoi^ntcs, 
_  thn  my  amciulmeiic  of  rad,  which  is  only  3  mifpnnt  Ux 
r^c^f,  was  right;  and  that  Shakfpeare  meant  only  to  iay,asl 
have  obferved,  that  this  globe  would  fade,  and  leave  not  a 
token  behind. 

(i]  Shak.  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  33. 

"  had 
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«-»  had  Wen  V?fted  (/)."  y«t.|he.qfficttptioft 
will  be  found  not  to  fcftcr  in  the  word  MA^i^ 
fy  otaqb  as '  ia  the.  nonieD&»  ttftrti^wif]  md 
the  mercihu^,  -  I  will  prij>t,  9^4  p^t»  p0^ 
Cido's  rpeech>  which  contains  tiiidml  cooibla* 
tiicffi.  as  I  prcrume  to  think  j^h^tF^^fj^e  .  iof 
tanded^it  nipt^^uadtrfl<^;*^-;         .     -, 

."  Bcfcech  yoib  Sk,  bs  P)wry:  You  bavp  c^fej 
"  Sq,  have  we.all,  of  joy;  for»our  eJcape" 
**  Is  much  beyond  oiir  lofs :  Our  hint  of  woe 
«  It  common:  dvsry  lay^'lbiae  &Uar*«4l<jfe] 
«  The  mafltr  of  fi>me  mircbant-mati ;  the  merchant ; 
*«  tiaveiuA.o«r  themcofwofl:  butt  foi'^bdoiAclei 
*'  I-mnnour  prefen»ti9n,fjsw,'m5nilUonSt 
«  Caivfpcak,liiteutf:  tkdii,wifUy,gp(aiSij^Meigh 
« 'Our  Iwraw  wtfi  our.c9ni&>n-" 

As  this  'Atie  fpecchis  now  pnntcd,  and  fomtedt 
the  rhythm,  andthcrr.j^,  ge  hand-and-hand 
together.  Shakfpeare  was  thinlungt  in  th£ 
concrtte  form,  -si  fke  £ulpr's  •w^e^.tnit  wiwt.t 
of  the  merchant,  aavmercbants :  And,  if  pro- 
priety require,  that  we  fliould  continue  his 
concatenation  of  thought,  we  muft  fay  the 
■m^er  of  fomc  mtr chant -man,  not  majiers  iii 
<ibme  mtrcbant-men.  We  now  perceive,  that 
this  faulty  line  was  corrupted,  by  conf 
.fouading  letters,  at  the  prels,    [3.  S^]  and 

.     .  (()  Sh9k.  1793,  vol.  iii.  fk.  %%. 

jnifpriatiag 
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ibifprmting  mercBanf  and,  for  mercbmt- 
nian  (»).' 

-■■"nie  punBuation  of  Shakipeare's  text  is  cer- 
tainly in  the  power  of  every  commentator,  as 
Johnlbn  obferred,  though  the  prai^ice  muft 
be  ■  reguhted,  by  the  context,  and  the  prin- 
ciple governed,  by  fyftem.  This  is  a  curious 
fubjefl',  if  it  did  not  apply  fo  pertinently  to 
die  Studies  of  Shafcfpeare.  The  celebrated 
Caxton  introduced  with  the  typographic  art 

(«)  Nautical  language  ma  not  Very  fiMuUiar  to  Ae 
printers  of  that  age :  For,  we  may  fee,  in  Hxckluyt'i 
Voyages,  cooftaat  ^lologics,  by  ttu  writen  of  his  ac- 
counts, for  ufing  tailors'  terms.  It  was,  however,  coiii- 
num,  u  we  may  Itfam  from  that  curious,  and  inflruAire, 
coUc^oii>  to  call  a  Jhip  of  w^r,  a  pum  of  uw,  a  French 
fi'p,  a  Frenchman,  a  Hamburgh  ibip,  a  Hamburger,  a 
victualling  ftiip,  a  vliiualUr:  But,  in  glancing  my  Jpee- 
taeltd  tynt  over  diole  vt^ges,  I  did  not  fee  mtrcbani-nany 
for  a  mcrchant-fliip.  We  all  Icnow  how  happily  our 
matir  could  compound  words,  as  when  he  lays }  "  And, 
**  not  one  veffel  'fcape  the  nurebani-marring  rocks." 
[Merchant  of  Venice.]  And,  the  genius  of  ShakTpcact 
only  improved,  with  his  ufual  happinels,  the  exilling  phrafe- 
ol<^y,  n4>rn  he  called  a  mcrchant-;^f,  a  merchant-awjc ; 
a  term,  which  from  that  epoch,  has  continued  in  our  navtl 
language,  Mqfiir  was  the  appropriate  word  for  the  cora- 
nander  of  a  merchant- man,  as  we  may  learn  from  Hack- 
luyt,  and  indeed  from  the  evening  fcene  of  the  Ttmp^y  in 
which  the  chief  <^ccr  is  called  tbt  mafttr  bodi  by  tho 
boatfwain,  and  the  King. 

the 
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the  Roman  pomting,  as  it  was  ufed,  on  &ie 
continent,  by  the  original  race  of  printers  (v), 
Berthelet,  the  *'  printer  unto  the  Ktnges  noble 
"grace,"  who  began  to  print,  in  1529,  and 
died,  in  1555,  feems  to  me,  to  have  been  the 
firft,  who  introduced  the  modern  poinUt  with 
the  exception  of  the  fcmicolon.  In  this  Aate, 
the  pra<Sice  of  pointing  continued,  when  ihe 
karned  Hart,  the  Chefter-Heralt, -pttbliifce* 
his  OrtbographUt  in  1569  ;  and  Shai^peare 
was  beginning. to  prattle  tbildly.  In. a  parti- 
cular fe<Sion,  Hart  "  brieftye  writes  of  dtftJ6c- 
"  tion  }  or  pointing,  which  (well  obferved)" 
*'  maye  yeelde  the  matter,  much  the  readier 
"  to  the  fenfefl,  as  well  to  the  eie  as  to  the 
*•  eare.  For  it  fhewethus  how  to  reft  :  when 
"  the  fentence  continueth,  and  when  it  end"- 
**  eth :    how  tp  underftande  what  is  written, 

(v)  Pinfon,  the  i/t/r/^^ofCaxton,  who  had  the  honour  te 
intrgduce  the  Roman  letter,  printed,  without  A^  yertf  *•  Af- 
"  cenfius  declynfyons  with  the  playne  expofition,"  a  grant- 
matical  trafl',  which  treats,  among  other  topicks,  "  Of  the 
i*  cr»ft  of  poynting."  A  (hort  extrafl  w(!l  fliow  the  manner 
of  our  firft  printers  :  "  Thcrbe  Aue  maner  poyntys  /and  dt- 
*•  uiGos  moft  vfide  with  cunnyng  men :  the  irfiich  /if  they 
"  be  wel  vfid :  maJce  the  fentens  very  light  /  and  efy  to  hp 
'(  vnderftod  both  to  die  reder/and  the  herer.  &  they  be 
"  thefe ;  virgil  /  cwne  /  parethefis  /  playnt  point  /  and  m- 
"  terrogatif,"    [Herb.  Typ.  An.  vol.  i.  p.  301.] 

-  *'  and 
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*f  Ai^  i$  apt  9ce^c^l  to  the  ^ntence:  what- 
**  ipoie  tntfiilatoiif  or  new  writer  of  a  worke« 
f  doth  add^  more  than  the  author  did  at  liril: 
f  wrffJi  t  and  .alio  what  £entence  is  a&isg  z- 
*f  %-t^  wh^  is  wondering :  ^eir  q^mber  is 
f  j^^p,  whofe  figures  folow.  The  firA  niar^ed 
**  {hus[/}C<yn^>  &[)(1  J^  ^"  reading  the  fho^teft 
9  kAt  The  fecond  onarked  thus  [:]  Cohn, 
"  wiiWh  fhows  that  there  is  more  to  come. 
^  An^  th?  jUil  of  thefe  tJ!>ree  is  a  pricks 
••  tiuis  £.],  or  periaJ,  to  ligoify  the  end  of  » 
«  perfe<a  fcntence. — The  parenpbefis  [  (  )  } 
V  which  fij^uj&Qth  interpofition.— -N9  more  do 
*•  I  fey  of  .the  ^ntcriogative  [  ? }  or  ^dimra- 
•^  tive;[.I }  btit  tijat  they  are  ^moft  full  Ibn- 
"  fences  (^  thonifelves.  There  reftqth  yet  to 
1*  iaye  fomewhat  of  thefe  laft  [  ],  which  differ 
'*  .irom  the  j^oprietie  of  the  p<a-entbsjv  :  ioe 
"  it  is  never  uiisd  of  the  author,  but  in  tran- 
**  ^tions,  -comnaentaries,  and  expc^tions." 

Thus  fiir  the  intelligent  Chefter-Heralt  \ 
^owi.  it  is  apparent,  that  he  fioes  not  notice 
^jmiict^,  any  more  tlun  if  itdid  not  exiA: 
In  JaA,  it  did  not  exift^  at  that  epoch.  fitniS)- 
iar^s  Booke  for  the  Amendment  of  Ortbograpbie 
Sot  EngUjb  Speech  [1580]  does  not  m^ke  ^ny 
j^  of  t^iRjeimcolotit  although  be  has  the  other 
points*  which  were  recommoided  by  Hartj 
•  5  Neither 
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Neither  does  Stockwood,  in  his  EngHJb  Acd- 
tkncey  1590,  recognize  the  femicolon,  either 
by  his  praftice,  or  inftruflion.  Add  to  all  thofe 
fa^s.  that  The  Bible,  which  was  printed,  in 
1592,  by  the  Deputies  of  Chriftophcr  Barker, 
printer  to  the  Queeiic's  moft  .excellent  Ma- 
jeftic,  is  not  pointed  vilihfemicokmsy  though  it 
be  printed  with  appropriate  accuracy. 

We  are  now  arrived,  by  an  illirftrative  pro- 
grefs,  at  the  epoch,  when  Shakfpeare  began 
to  write  for  the  world.  And,  it  is  a  queftion, 
which  is  curious  in  itfelf,  and  may.  be  ufeful 
in  the  refult,  how  our  great  majier  pointed 
his  immortal  dramas.  He,  undoubtedly,  had 
read  the  Orthographies  of  Hart,  and  BuUotar, 
though  he,  probably,  did  not  regard  them 
with  approbation,  as  far  at  leaft,  as  they  pro- 
pofed  innovations.  In  Loves  Labours  Loji^ 
1594,  our  dramatifl  fpeake,  contemptuoufly, 
of  *'  fuch  rackers  of  orthography^  as  to  fpeak, 
"  dautt  fine,  when  they  fliouid  fay  doubt :" 
In  Much  Ado  about  Nothingt  \too,  Shakfpeare 
reiterated' his  farcafm,  by  making  Binedia  fay; 
**  He  was  wont  to  fpeak  plain,  and  to  the  pur- 
"  pofe,  like  an  hpneil  man,  and  a  foldierj  but, 
*•  now  he  is  turned  Ortbograpber ;  his  words 
•*  are  a  very  iantaftical  banquet,  juft  fo  many 
"  ftrange  diflics :"  And,  it  was,  indeed,  ver^ 
Cljl  fantafiical 
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fantajiical  in  Bullokar  to  propofe  the  change 
of  the  eftablifhed  fpelling,  the  new  modellbg 
of  the  whole  prafticc  of  printing,  and  the 
entire  alteration  of  the  founder'?  types.  From 
thofe  confidcrations,  we  may  rationally  infer, 
that  Shakfpeare  pointed  his  dramas  on  the 
principles  of  Hart,  without  femicohntt  and 
without  regarding  the  innovations,  which,  at 
that  epoch,  began  to  gain  ground  on  former 
pradice.  It  is  equally  rcafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  Spenfer's  ufage  was  the (w) fame;  as  both 
thofe  great  poets  concurred,  in  oppoling  inno- 

(»)  The  firft  cdidon  of  The  Fairit  ^atnti  1590,  has 
thtftmeclon  fiMnetimcs  introduce  by  Ponfonbie,  tbe  printer; 
for  Spenferwas  uadilt^nce  Trom  theprcis:  and,  there  is 
not  a  femicolon  either  in  his  prefatory  letter  to  Raleigh,  oc 
in  the  recommendatory  verfes  by  Raleigh  and  odiere  to 
Spenfer.— Such  was  the  progrels  of  literature,  in  the  age 
of  Shakfpeare,  diat  vAttn  Charles  Butler  publilhal  his  £*• 
gUfi)  Grammary  in  1633,  he  treated  particularly  Of  Painti; 
and  (hows  diflin£tly,  that  thc/imici>im  had  been  then  iniro- 
duced  into  our  praftice,  and  was  perfe^y  underftood  : 
**  Seminhn,  fays  he,  is  a  point  of  impcrfcd  fcidc>  in  the 
*'  middle  of  a  coUn,  or  period :  conunonly,  when  it  is  1 
*>  compound  axi^om ;  whofe  parts  are  joined  together,  by  a 
«  double,andfometime  byafingleconjunftion:  anditcra- 
«  linues  the  tenour  or  tone  of  the  voice  to  the  laft  wont 
"  with  a  ceten  paule :  As  RoiD.  xi.  16.  If  the  firft  fruit  be 
*'  holy ;.  the  lump  is  holy :  and  if  the  rooc  be  bcJy ;  lb  aie 
"  the  btancbes." 

vatlons 
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vations  in  language*   and  in  obflruding  the 
changes  of  life. 

Whatever  there  may  be  in  thofe  truths,  cer- 
tain it.  is,  that  fyHematic  pointing  is  of  tho 
greateft  importance  to  the  text  of  Shakfpeare> 
both  for  the  cl^arnefs  of  his  fenfe,  and  the 
energy  of  his  %le.  For  die  attainment  of 
thofe  objeds,  fomething  has  been  done,  though 
with  not  much  fuccefs.  Bjt,  it  would  be 
invidious  to  apply  too  rigid  rules  to  the  prac- 
tical failures  of  felf-fufficiency,  wliile  a  great 
deal  depends  on  the  context,  and  not  a  little 
upon  tafte.  One  example  fliall,  however,  be 
given,  to  illu{lrate  difquiOtion,  rather  than  to 
correct  pradlice.  Mr.(*)Malone,  and  Mr. 
{^)Steeven8  concur,  in  giving  the  well-knowa 
fpeech  of  Gonzalo,  as  follows  :— '*  That  our 
**  garments,  being  as  they  were,  drench'd  In 
"  the  fea,  hold  notwithftanding  their  frefli- 
**  nefs,  and  glofles;  being  rather  new  dy'd, 
*•  than  ftain'd  with  fait  water."  Nowj  fof. 
want  of  a  comma,  after  iro/dt  and  another, 
after  mtivithjiandingt  the  fenfe  is  obfcured, 
and  the  ftyle  enfeebled  :  Compare  the  fame 
fpeech  with  itfelf,  as  pointed^  in  the  ioUowing 
manner:—"  That  our  garments,   being  as 

(x)  Shak.  vd.  i.  put  ii.  p.  35. 
(7)  Shak.  1793,  v<d.iii.  p. 55. 

Q^q2  "  they 
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**  they  were,  drcnch'd,  in  die  fea,  bold,  not- 
"  withftanding,  [their  drenching]  their  frefh- 
"  nels,  and  gloflcs;  being  rather  new  dy'd, 
•*  than  Aain'd,  with  ialt  water."  Recent  ex- 
amples have  evinced,  with  fufficient  convic- 
tion, that  the  text  of  Shakfpcare  is  not  yet  iet- 
tied :  And,  this,  inftance  affords  equal  proof, 
if  a  thoufand  paiTages  did  not  confirm  it,  that 
the  puni^uation  of  Shakfpcare  may  ftill  be 
improved  by  the  help  of  the  fcholars,  anti- 
quaries, and  heralds,  whofe  imputed  igno> 
ranee,  the  commentators  are  ftadious  to  pro- 
claim. But,  of  Shakfpcare,  and  bis  edittM's, 
there  is  no  end  j  of  admiration  of  the  one,  ot 
of  corrcdion  of  the  others.  The  Believers 
will  fubmit  to  a  candid  court  the  foregoing 
fpecimens,  few  as  they  are,  to  Ihow  how  well 
they  could  write  annotations  on  that  great 
poet,  if'  they  were  to  ferve  a  thirty-years 
dpprenticefhip  to  fo  ufeful  a  trade  (z). 

WbeA 

(»)  As  a  conftnnation  of  rhst  fclttitIlen^  the  boUeven 
will  fubrait  one  more  note.  Every  one  knows  how  much 
learning  has  been  wafted  on  the  cur,  Bracbt.  [M4I.  Shak. 
voi.  iii.  p.  245.]  In  Dugdalc's  fi^r.  red.  i.  p.  264,  there  it 
-neiuioaof  a  Chatter  by  Rt^rt,  Kwlttf  Fenos,  in  the  43d 
of  Henry  3d ;  granting  "  to  Sir  Walter  Rel^t  and  his  heirs, 
*■  liberty  to  hunt  and  ctMitle  the  As  and  hve  within  tiw 
**  precin^  of  his  forcft  of  Needwood,  widi  eight  Bretbtt^ 

»  and 
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When  we  look  back  on'  the  iludies'  of 
Shakfpeare,  we  may  readily  perceive^  that  the 
poet,  who  could,  in  five-and- twenty  years, 
produce  fivc-and-thirty  dramas,  never  had  lei- 
furefor**  the  fupcrintcndence  of  a  playhoufc," 
whatever  Mr.  Malone  may  y&jt,  Mr.  Steevens 
repeat^  or  the  Mifcellaneous  Papers  re-echo  (<7), 
Shakfpeare  never  was  the  manager  of  bis  own 
tbeatrey  if  we  may  believe  record-evidence, 
rather  than  -looie  alTertion.  The  council-re- 
gifters,  and  die  office-book  of  Sir  Hciuy 
Herbert,  concur  to  dcmonftrate,  that  He- 
minges  had  the  Japerintendence  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  company,  and  was  tbe  Manager 
of  tbe  Globe.  When  the  licehfc  was  granted 
to  tbe  players,  in  1603,  Shakfpeare  was  not 
f^aced  at  the  bead  of  the  lili;.  In  1 605,  Phil>- 
lips  regarded  our  poet  as  a  fellow,  in  j6i6, 

'  and  four  greyhounds," — Crompton  on  Courts,  1594, 
).  167  i  treating  of  what  beafts  a  man  may  take  in  the  foreft, 
&ys:  "It  is  no  macterhowhedotake  them,  whether  it  be  by 
^houiidBjirafArf/inr  by  engins."  The  believers  concur  with 
Mr.  Steevens,  that  Eraib^  mexrimaji,  means  merely  mcrri- 
man,  tbt Brack :  And,  what  is  immediately  added  of  the^^f^- 
mauth'd  brack  (hows,  that  Shakfpeare  underAood  the>  word 
ill  the  fenfc  of  Earl  Fcrrers's  Charter,  as  a  diep-tnavth'd 
boundy  and  not  a  greyhound.  The  bracbttt  were  probably 
little  hounds,  or  btagUs. 

{a)  Mal-Shak.  v(4.i,  parti,  p. 265;    Steevens's  Shak. 
J793»™Li.  p.477- 

Q  ^  3  Shakfpeare 
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Shakfpeare  confidered  himfelf  as  a  feiiov>  .• 
And,  when  the  player  editors  dedicated  his 
dramas  to  the  Earls  of  Pembroke,  and  Mont- 
gomery, they  call  him  by  the  equal  appella- 
tion of  their  friend,  and  felb-w.  The  Audies 
of  ^Shakfpeare,  diligent,  and  attentive,  ae  they 
were,  appear  thus  to  have  been  never  inter- 
rupted by  the  fuperiniendence  of  a  flayboufr. 

The  ftudies  of  Shakfpeare  were  as  little 
obftrudted,  by  his  attendance  at  courtt  as  they 
were,  at  any  time,  by  his  vexations,  as  the 
manager  of  a  theatre.  His  editors  have  too 
eafily  admitted  the  ailertion,  that  Shakfpeare 
was  a  court-poet.  While  he  was  yet  animated 
by  heiter  hope,  our  poet  addreffed  his  fugrdjent- 
nets  to  Queen  Elizabeth :  But»  he  did  noi^  like 
Churchyard,  follow  the  court  from  L<hk)oo  to 
Norwich,  and  from  Norwich  to  Hampton- 
court  j  nor,  like  Ben  Johnfon,  dally  drudge, 
in  providing  mafques,  and  wammets^  for  the 
unadvifed  revel  of  a  new  reign.  As  a  man  of 
the  world,  Shakfpeare  on\y  garnijh'd and  deck' dy 
in  modeji  compliment,  bis  new-year's  gifts,  whenj 
he  kifs'd  his  fovcreign' s  band ;  or  as  a  diam^tift 
merely  caught  at  temporary  topicks,  to  pleafe 
the  million.    But,  of  his  adulatory  verfet  to  the 

'  great,  if  we  exclude   the  fonnets,  we  have 

hardly  any  evidence  j  and  of  his  encraniaAic 

verfes 
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verfes  to  fellone  poets,  we  have  fcarccly  an 
example,  as  the  editors  have,  indeed,  re- 
marked. 

The  ftudies  of  Shakfpeare  appear,  to  have 
gained  him,  in  his  own  age,  lefs  dlAinguifhed 
patronage,  than  popular  applaufe,  and  reafbn- 
able  profit.  For  his  fonnets,  he  feems  not  to 
have  obtained,  from  the  thrifty  Elizabeth,  any 
greater  recompcnce,  than  her  epijiolary  praife, 
which  ;'  the  world's  ijolume  is  valued  nothing. 
The  letter  of  King  James,  in  our  poet's  com- 
mendation, has  only  induced  unbelievers  to 
mock  at  an  ancient  tradition.  The  celebrated 
patronage  of  Lord  Southampton  wa$  too  much 
cumber 'd,  with  domejiick  furyy  and  Jierce  civil 
Jirife,  to  yield  the  poet  and  the  player  aught,  but 
fad  invention.  Whether  Lord  Eflex  were 
the  patron  of  Shakfpeare,  amidft  his  giddy 
courfes,  I  doubt,  if  there  be  any  evidence,  what- 
ever Mr.  Malone  may  have  found.  But,  wc 
have  pofitive  evidence,  that  the  incomparable 
paire  of  brethren,  William,  Earl  of  Pembrokei, 
and  Philip,  Earl  of  Montgomery,  did  projecute 
lifitb  much  favour  our  poet's  dramas,  and  their 
author  living  if).  We  have  already  feen  fatis- 
fadtory  proof,  although  the  editors  are  filent, 

ff)  The  PUyer  Editors  D«^cioo. 

Q^q  4  that 
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that  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  as  Lord  Chamber- 
lain, endeavoured  to  protcil  his  writings  frota 
furreptitious  pubUcation,  and  tried  to  tmnfmit 
his  fame  to  eternal  date. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  memorable  epoch, 
when  Shakfpeare's  writings  were  delivered 
over  to  the  bookjellers,  who  are  the  great  -patronSt 
in  modem  times.  The  publication  of  {owtJoHv 
editions  of  Shakfpeare's  dramas,  during  two- 
and-fixty  years  of  civ*!!  wars,  exploded  paftimes, 
and  of  changeful  falhions,  evince,  that  our 
poet  continued  to  exhilarate  the  ancient  halis; 
to  pake  eff  do-wny  Jleep,  death's  counterfeit,  and 
to  help  his  votaries  to  /ook  on  death  itjelf.  But, 
it  was  not  among  the  gay,  alone,  that  Shsk- 
fpeare  found  perufal,  or  among  the  ferious, 
that  he  enforced  admiration  :  The  learned 
■yielded  him  a  tribute  of  applaufe,  which  is  rf 
higher  value  far,  than  the  encomiaftic  vcrfes, 
which  theeditors  have  been  diligent  to  col- 
left.  It  was  at  OxTORD,  where  a  dramatic 
tafte  of  a  very  different  kind  prevailed,  than 
at  LoN  DON  ;  and  where  that  tribute  was  paid, 
hy  the  award  of  learning,  to  the  cffufions  of 
genius.  "  A  great  deal  of  falfc  witj  and 
<"  forced  humour,  which  had  been  the  delight 
"  of  our  metropolitan  multitude,  was  only 
**  rated  there  [Oxford]  at  its  bare  intrinfic 
I  "  valpsi 
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**  value;  applaufe  was  not  to  be  piirchafed 
•*  there,  but  by  the  true  fterling,  th.tfalAtH- 
**  cum  of  a  genius :  Shakfpeare  and  Johnfoa 
•*  had  there  a  fort  of  clajfical  authority  j  for 
"  whofe  mafterly  fcenes  they  feemcd  to  Lave 
"  as  implicit  a  reverence,  as  formerly,  for  the 
•'  Ethicks  of  Ariftotle ;  and  were  as  incapable 
'*  of  allowing  moderns  to  be  their  competitors, 
"  as  rf  changing  thdr  academical  habits, 
"  for  gaudy  colours,  or  embroidery  (c)." — 
But,  of  commendation,  both  in  verle,  and 
profe,  let  this  fuffice :  "  The  rather  will  I 
•*  fpare  my  praifes  towards  him ;  knowing 
*•  him  is  enough  !" 

While  Shakfpeare  was  thus  admired,  by 
the  learned,  during  a  period,  when  the  editors 
will  hardly  allow,  that  he  was  read,  an  edition 
of  his  works  was  undertaken  by  Rowc.  He  box 
htttclamouroujlyllamed,{^s]ohxi(oii,fornot  per- 
forming what  be  did  not  undertake.  He  engaged 
to  publifli  the  works  of  Shakfpeare ;  yet,  he  only 
gave  in_^;: volumes,  thci/riZOTiWof  Shakfpeare :  In 

(c)  Such  Is  die  teftioKmy  of  Collejr  Cibber,  who  is  an 
indubiuble  witnefe,  for  fudi  a£id.  [Apology,  385.]  As 
^  dramatical  hiftorian  of  his  avin  timeij  he  is  fpealdng  of 
the  reigns  of  King  William,  and  Queen  Ano^  when  fuch 
fFOrfllip  was  offered  to  Shakfpeare,  abOxfbrd. 

Jevm 
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/even  volumes,  fays  Mr.  {d)  Malone,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  tirft  page,  and  the  laft,  which 
Ipeak  oijix.  But,  whence  this  averment  againft 
the  record?  The  anfwcr  is,  beedlefs  attention 
to  the  outjde  of  Sooki,  Edmond  Curll,  feeing 
with  quicker  eyes,  added  to  the  fix  ajpunous 
volume,  in  1710,  confifting  of  Shakfpcare's 
Mifcellaneous  Poems,  with  critical  remarks. 
Pope,  Hanmer,  and  Warburton  j  all  engaged 
to  publifh  the  works  of  Shakfpeare,  without 
performing  what  they  undertook :  And,  they 
all  feem  to  have  thought  very  feebly  o{  truth, 
and  very  contemptuoufly,  of  the  dull  duty  of  an 
tditor.  Theobald,  ^  having  Popejbr  his  ene- 
my, has  alone  ejcaped,  with  reputation,  from  this 
undertaking  i  although  he  too  engaged  to 
publifli  the  works  of  Shakfpeare,  and  perform- 
ed his  engagement,  by  reprinting  only  his 
dramas.  Theobald's  edition,  in  1733,  may 
be  confidered  as  a  national  work  :  For,  it  was 
fupported  by  a  numerous  lift  of  fubfcribers  j  of 
all  that  were  high  in  rank,  dignified  by  virtue, 
«nincnt  in  place,  refpeftable  for  learning,  and 
amiable  in  life  :  Walpole  took^V  fets  of  the 
royal  paper,  exclufive  of  the  copies,   which 

{d)  Shakfpeare,  vol.  i.  part  i.  p.  330. 
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were  fubfcribed  for  by  his  iiunily  (f).  Of 
this  general  concurrence,  let  not  the  purity  be 
fufpofted,  by  fuppofing  that,  in  the  veneration 
for  Shakfpeare,  and  fupport  of  Theobald,  there 
may  have  been  a  little  enmity  to  Pope,  who 
had  lately  indulged,  in  quaffing  Engliili  ale— 
unexcis'd  by  kings. 

This  fpirit  of  admiration  fpread  into  Scot- 
land, and  into  Ireland.  The  editions,  which 
were  publiftied  there,  arc  treated  zsjpuriom  by 
Mr,  Malone,  though  I  know  not  the  caufe. 
In  1753,  the  booklellcrs  of  Edinburgh  pub- 
liHied  tbi  works  of  Shakfpeare ;  in  which  the 
beauties  obferved  by  Pope,  Warburton,  and 
Dod  are  pointed  out ;  together  with  the  au- 
thor's life,  a  glolTary,  indexes,  and  a  Hft  of 
the  various  readings,  in  eight  volumes.  They 
too  profelTed  to  publiHi  the  noorkSf  though 
they  only  intended  to  re-publi(h  the  dramas  of 
Shakfpeare.  But,  the  great  fault  of  this  ele- 
gant edition  confifts,  in  paying  more  regard  to 
Pope,  than  to  Theobald,  and  adopting  for  the 
text  the  wbimfies  of  Warburton.  The  ghjfary 
might,  perhaps,  beufefully  preferred  to  the  glof- 
farial  index  of  the  late  editions,  which,  whatever 

(r)  The  fubfcribers  names  were  prt^rly  publiflied  in  the 
firft  edition  of  Theobald,  but  unfitly  left  out  of  the  fubJequent 
editions. 

may 
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may  have  been  its  original  value,  has,  in  the 
progrefs  of  improvement,  been  fuperfedcd,  by 
a  fimilar  work  of  greater  ufefulnefs :  Ayf- 
cough's  index  is,  indeed,  of  fuch  value,  that 
the  ftudent  of  Shakfpeare  cannot  cafily  be 
without  what  is  fo  helpful  to  the  ignorant,  and 
commodious  to  the  Ikilful.  "  The  diltin- 
•*  guiflied  charader  of  Shakfpeare,  as  a  dra- 
••  matic  writer,  the  great  demand  for  hb 
•*  works,  among  the  learned  and  polite,  and 
•'  a  laudable  zeal  for  promoting  borne  manufac^ 
**  turest*  fays  the  Edinburgh  editor,  "  were 
"  the  principal  motives  for  undertaking  an 
•*  edition  of  his  works  in  Scotland."  This 
Jaudable  zeal  has  feldom  been  avowed,  though 
It  always  has  its  influencial  (hare,  in  every 
edition  of  Shakfpeare.  Thus  the  ftudies  ctf 
Shakfpeare,  in  addition  to  their  other  merits, 
have  greatly  promoted  home  manufaSiurts. 
But,  here  tnufi  our  revels  end  ! 

Such  is  the  j^ppendix,  to  the  fupplemental 
Apology t  which  the  believers  prefume  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  true  decifion  of  this  equitable  court. 
They  were  accufed,  as  it  will  be  cafily  re- 
membered, 0?  knowing  nothing  of  the  fiu^es  ef 
Shakjpeare,  a  fubjeft,  which,  though  allowed, 
by  their  accufer*  to  be  fufficiently  obfcure^has 
been  Httlc  enlightened,  by  his  labours.  Tfaeir 
apology 
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apology  is,  that  they  have  been  able,  without 
pretentions  to  knowledge,  to  throw  new  lights 
on  the  more  retired  ihidies  of  Shakfpeare ;  that 
they  have  illuArated  the  dark,  and  difintangled 
the  knot^  ;  that  they  have  even  had  the  luck, 
rather  than  the  talents,  to  reftify  the  bailuci- 
nations  oi  their  accufer  himfelf,  notwich- 
ftanding  his  pretences  to  accuracy.  In  thefe 
views  of  their  apology,  they  will,  with  hop^ 
fubmit  to  this  court  that, 

"  Now  mnXtyour  tsnJtUnct  tbtir  aeqiattanct  fiaL"  ■ 

§  XII. 

THi   GENERAL   CONCLUSION. 

The  queftion,  which  is  now  under  the  con- 
confideration  of  this  court,  is  not  without  its 
importance,  whether  it  relate  to  the  reputation 
of  the  fcholars,  antiquaries,  and  heralds,  in 
pretending  to  judge  of  a  liibje(ft,  that  they  did 
not  underftand  j  or  it  refer  to  the  chara<fter 
of  their  accufer,  in  bringing  a  charge,  and 
cafting  imputations,  that  he  has  failed  to 
fupport. 

In  an  age  of  difcovery,  when  the  minds  of 
intelligent  men  are  inflamed  with  an  ardour 
of  inquiry,  Mifcellaneous  Papers,  which  were 
attributed  to  Shakfpeare,  were  exhibited  to 
the  eye  of  curiofity,  and  offered  to  the  judg- 
ment 
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ment  of  intellect,  with  all  the  appearances  of 
age,  and  the  ufual  concomitants  of  authenti- 
city. The  believers  applied  to  thofe  Papers 
the  fame  maxims  of  inveftigation,  as  are  &fely 
ufed  in  daily  life ;  becaufe  they  are  imtural  to 
man  :  And>  they  were  thus  induced  to  argue 
vf  and  concerning  thofe  papers,  upon  principles 
of  PROBABILITY  ;  bccaufc  religion,  law^  and 
life  admit  of  no  other  principles  of  reafoning, 
than  thofe  of  probability.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  public  accufcr  argued  wholly  ftom 
fuggeftions  of  possibility;  continually  cry- 
ing out,  without  infpefiion,  or  examination, 
that  thofe  MifceUaneous  Papers  could  not  foj- 
Jiblyhti  genuine.  The  parties  are  at  iffue  ufion 
this  point.  And  the  believers  fubmit  to  this 
court,  that  tliey  are  right,  and  he  is  wrong  i 
becaufe,  the  fame  logic,  and  philofophy,  which 
arc  always  applied  to  pf^cs,  and  metapk(ficty 
mull  neceiTarily  be  applicable  to  Shakfpeire, 
and  his  editors. 

But,  waving  fuch  confiderations,  the  pub- 
lic accufer  inlifts,  "  that  there  is  no  external 
"  evidence,  that  can  give  any  credibility  to 
"  thofe  manufcripts,  or  entitle  them  to  a  ic- 
**  rious  confideration. "  The  believers  are 
now  at  iffue  on  afa9.  Without  dlfputiog 
with  him,  at  this  late  hour,  about  what  '}& 
properly 
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properly  externd  eviJince,  they  fubmiti  that 
the  vaft  volume  of  Prolegomena,  which  is  now 
|>rcfixed  to  the  dramas  of  Shakfpeare,  is  ex~ 
ternd  evidence  j  particularly  thofc  docume^s, 
whence  Mr.  Malone  inferred  himfelf,  and  in- 
duced others  to  infer,  that  Mtfcellaneous  Papers 
of  Siiakfpeare  daexiit,  and  may  yet  be  found; 
die  confefiion  of  faith  of  John  Shakfpearc  is 
external  evidence ;  the  Sonnets,  which  were 
addrelTed  by  Sbakfpeare  to  Elizabeth,  are  ex- 
ternal evidence  J  e'Jery  document,  which,  forming 
no  part  of  the  Mi/cellaneoui  Papers  exhibited, 
could  induce  the  believers  to  argue  upon  prin- 
ciples of  probability,  is/'x/^r«fl/evidence,  what- 
ever illogical  minds  may  think  upon  the  point. 
When  the  Mtfcellaneous  Papers  pflcd  from 
Nfflfolk-ftrect  to  the  worlc^  every  one  could 
examine  at  leifure,  what  they  had  feen  in 
faafte,  or  heard  of  from  report.  The  public 
accufcr  now  racked  their  orthography  i  criti- 
cifed  their  language  j  and  examined  their  dates. 
The  believers  again  joined  ilTiie  with  him 
on  thefe  points  :  They  have  niet  him  &ce  to 
&ce,  and  foot  to  foot :  To  this  court  they  fub- 
mit,  that  they  have  reSii/ied  his  oion  dates ;  that 
they  have  difproved  his  allegations,  about  the 
language  of  Shakfpeare's  age  j  that  they  have 
fliowi. 
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(hown,  there  wasj  m  that  period,  no  fyftcm 
of  orthography,  which  could  iortsi.  i.fiandard. 
If,  on  thofe  Icrcral  heads  of  difcuffion,  the 
public  accu&r  did  not  know,  that  his  af&itions 
were  ungrounded,  he  comes  with  a  very  bad 
grace  into  this  court  to  alk'for  judgment 
againft  others,  on  an  &cc\x^iiOii  oi  ignoroKce : 
If  he  did  know,  that  his  affertions  were 
groundlefs,he  comes  with  a  ftiJl  worfe  grace 
to  pray  for  puniftiment  of  others  on  a  charge 
of  crimes.  ■    ■ 

The  public  accuftr,  however,  confideneiy 
accufed  the  beliCTcra  of  ignorance  of  the 
hiilory  o?  t6e  Stage;  of  their  ignorance  of 
the  ftudies  of  Shak^eare :  On  thefe  feveral 
charges,  they  are  in  the  judgment  of  this 
court,  who  will  determine,  which  of  the  par- 
ties have  made  the  moA  difcoverieft  on  thob 
iubjefls,  and  have  thereby  ihown  thc.moft 
accurate  knowledge  ;  he,  whoffc  days  asd 
nights  have  been  occupied  about  Shakfpeare, 
during  thirty  years ;  or  they,  w^o  read  Sbak- 
ipeare,  as  a  relaxation  of  life. 

In  their  turn,  the  bcUevers  will  appeal  to 

the  equity  of  this  court,  both  asto  his  maf/tr, 

and  manner :  They  fubmit,  that  he  has  ikiled 

egregioufly  in  bo^ :   And.they  ptay,  that  in 

confideratioQ 
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conlideration  of  his  bad  pleadings  he  be  ad- 
judged, by  this  critical  court,  to  nevs  write  his 
Proleg<mena  to  Sbakjpeare ;  to  correfl:  his  opi- 
nions, by  the  documenUt  which  the  believers 
nave  put  into  his  hands ;  and  to  adjuft  his 
dates't  by  the  rec<irds^  that  the  objects  of  his 
profecution  have  quoted. 

On  the  whole;  the  believers  flatter  them- 
fclves  that,  in  making  their  Apology,  they  have 
done  an  ufefiil  fervice  to  Shakfpeare,  and  to 
truth,  by  the  difcoveries,  which  they  have 
tertainly  made,  and  the  corrections,  that  muft 
heceflarily  enfue :  They  have  brought  docu- 
ments enow  into  court,  to  prove  incontrovcrti. 
biy,  that  notwithi^dlng  the  daily  aflertions 
of  Shakfpeare's  editors,  much  curious  matter 
has  been  found,  which  had  efcaped  their 
tftirty  years  refearches.  The  believers  are  fo 
confident,  in  the  truth  of  this  pofition,  that 
they  will  humbly  pray  this  court,  for  an  in- 
junflion  of  filence  on  the  faid  editors,  that 
they  do  no  more  boail,  in  their  daily  habits, 
of  their  own  fufficicncy,  and  of  others  igno- 
rance ;  of  nothing  to  be  found,  about  Shak- 
fpeare, after  their  difcoveries  ;  on  fuch  pain,  as 
may  thereupon  enfue ;  of  the  contempt  of  the 
wife,  and  the  ridicule  of  the  flippant.  The 
R  r  believers 
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believers,  fin^l)y>  fubmit  their  Apology,  by  ac- 
^ommodatifig  to  this    proiecution  Othello's 

well-known  fpcech  : 

.  "  Let  him  do  his  fpite  : 
«  Our  fervices,  whicii  we  hnve  hereby  done  to  Shuifptart 
*'  Shall  out-tonge  his  complaints.    'Tis  yet  to  know, 
"  Which,  when  we  know  that  bfofting  is  an  hooour, 
**  We  thai]  promulgate." 
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THE    APPENDIX. 


OiNCE  the  foregoing  fhcets  were  printed  off, 
X  have  received  from  Edinburgh  the  fubjoined 
ordinances  of  King  James  and  his  council 
y^nent  the  htgHJhe  Cemmedianiy  which  are  fub- 
jnined  ;  as  they  are  curious  io  themfelvcs; 
and  illuftratc  the  obfcure  hiftory  of  theScot- 
tifli  ftage.  [See  before,  page  418.]  Arch- 
bilhop  Spottifwood  is  fo  accurate,  in  his  ac- 
^■ount  of  what  palled,  in  confequence  of  the 
liccnfe  given  to  ibe  Snglijbe  Commgdians,  that 
we  may  fuppofe  he  had  fecn  the  tivo  follow- 
ing ordinances,  which  ate  now  publifhed  from 
ibe  JBs  and  Decreets  of  the  Secrete  Council^ 
No.  6.  foK  155-159.  My  adlive,  and  intelli- 
gL-nt,  carrcfpondent,  at  Edinburgh,  could  not. 
dilcover,  in  any  of  the  records  there,  the  Li- 
<enfe  to  the  Ingliflte  Commedians,  which  would 
have  Ihmvn  the  names  of  the  players,  and  tl^e 
motives  of  their  appearance  at  that  city. 
There  is,,  however,  enough, of  evidence  td 
.       ,  '       R.  r  2  fatisfy 
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fatisfy  accurate  minds,  that  there  is  no  proba- 
bility in  the  furmife  of  Mr.  Malooe,  **  that- 
"  King  James  iblicited  Q«een  Efizabeth,  in 
"  1599.  to  fend  a  company  of  EngHih  co- 
"  medians  to  Edinburgh."  [Sbak.  vol.  i, 
part  it.  p.  39.] 


OsDiNARCs  againfl  the  fovre  Sessions- of  the 
BURCH  of  Edin". 

Apod  Haliriiidbous  odavo  Novcmbris  Ixxxxix".  [1599]. 

■  The  Kings  MT^jeftic  and  Lords  of  Ms  Secret  CounfiH 
Confidering  die  tvt  Contempt  and  indignide  done  to  bis 
htenes  be  the  foure  Semones  of  the  Burgh  of  Edinburgh  ia 
taking  upon  thame  be  a  public  A£t  to  contramand  die  war- 
rant and  libertie  grantet  be  his  hienes  to  certain  Commedians 
to  plaj  within  the  £iid  Burgt>  and  in  ordunir^  diair  Miaii^ 
teres  publicklie  to  difcbarge  thair  llolccs  to  rtpair  to  the  faidis 
Commedies  They  having  nawayes  actjweLnted  his  Majcfly 
<^  before  with  ony  lawful  Caus  or  ground  moving  thamc 
thereunto  Nor  no  uther  wayes  acknowledging  his  hienes 
as  they  Aucht  and  Sonld-  have  dene  akar  thay  had  &  avow- 
edlie  opponet  thamfclfis  to  his  Majellies  warrant  and  direc- 
tion forejaid  Therefore  his  Majeflie  and  the  faidU  Loidis 
ordainis  an  OSicer  of  Arms  to  pas  to  the  Mcrcatc  Crocr 
of  Edin^  and  thair  be  open  proclamation  in  his  hienes 
name  and  authority  to  Command  and  Charge  the  bail  per- 
fones  of  the  faidis  foure  Scffiones  Bccaus  they  aic  aa  nui^ 
dtude  to  convene  thamcfelfis  in  thair  aecuftomat  place  of 
fuivening  within  three  faoun  next  ^r  thu  faid  Charge 
And  thair  be  ane  rpeci«l  AA  to  ca(s  annuU  and  Dircharge 
die  uther  A&  forefiud-  And  with  that  to  gtf  ane  Ipecial 
«rdinaiK« 
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wUrmox-amd  dtm^iaD-to  thair  hui  Mntfres  tint  dteji 
aftef  tfiair  SenoonJ  iipon.thentxr  ScOKhy  paUicklie  adnvx 
ne&e  tliak-  awne  flockis  to  reverence-  and  icteyJiis  Mi^efly 
and  t^-dedair  tothamt  diat  thay  will  not  reftreanenor  ccnfure 
«afr  af:tharr  fiodces  that  bS  repair  to  the  Aidis Comedies  and 
PlaytK  coDftdering  bisMaj^e  isnotofpiirpaiBOTintentioa 
to  autiu>ri&  allow  o^,^Cl6^unaild  <My  thii^  (piUk  is  proj^nuie 
«-  may  carry  ony  oSciicc  or  iclandn  with  it.  And  to 
chaige  thanie  lieretn  under  the  pain  of  robeHioh  ^md  putting 
•fdume-to  tfae  hade  ^And  fo  cbai^fr  tbe'£udts  Minifteri 
thac  thay  after  thcii.£uds  £eitnond$  cinfcnnie  tharticleUis 
to  the  dire^ion  and  orditlance  to  be  fet  dauiie.be  the  £udis 
Seffioii£5  hereanent  under  the  faid  paoo  ofrebdlian  tec  and 
gjf  ony  of  the:faidJs  peHbtiet  difd)ays  lo  iknunce  (he  dif- 
obdyahes  Rebellis&c.  ' 


jfiienl  tbt  iKGLfsHE  -CoMiif^DiANs.  " 

Apwl  Haliruidhous  decioto  Novcmbris  IxxKKi^i^..  [i;59^j[  ^ 

ForfkmeiUe  as  the  Xtngs  Majcftic  having  gnuttcd  arf 
Warrant  &  Libettie  to  certain  Inglift^  Cbmmedians  to 
play  within  the  Burgh  of  Edinburgh  Zit  upoR  fum  finif- 
tcr  and  wrangous  Reporrt  made  to  the  fburc  Seffiom  of  the 
Eiric  of  Edinburgh  be  Certain  Malicious  and  Rcftles  8odye» 
wha  upon  every  licht  occafioiui  miftonftroweis  his  Majef- 
tys  bail  doinges  and  miniinterpreitia  his  hein^  guid  inttn- 
tiones  quhatfutnevir  Ttie  Ikidis .  fburc  Seffiones  were 
movit-very  rafchlie  and  uiiadvifedly  to  contramand  be 
ane  publick  Adl  his  Majtfties  ^id  Warrand  And  tbair- 
withall  ordainit  thair  Minillers  to  publifhe  the  fald  Coutra^ 
mand  and  to  threaten  the  Cenfure  of  the  Kirk  againes  the 
Contravenars  thereof  unacquainiing  his  Majefiie  of  beibir 
with  ony  lauchful  Ground  or  Caus  moving  thame  thereto 
with  the  qubiU:  thair  errour  and  ovcrficht  they  being  now 
Rr3  better 
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better  «dvifit  and  fiaving  aQ  cMvmt.on  tfak  mMcr  ai>4 
willLng  tttwifeto  be jcuitemioaa'witlijiit  Majcftie^  bot  ia 
til  rtovcroioe.  Hid  Imtnilitie  toobc^  hii'  hieoes  as  bccuaaei 
gvcb  and  ofaedioot  iali^cftes  In  teSfeSt  oC  tba  pruif  tp^uUB 
tbcy  have  ever  -bad  of  his  Majcfiis  diat  faii  fainea  baa  not 
owwiMBdit  nDf  aUptntJoiytUog  aijcyiag  wiA  itoujr  oC- 
feoce  OT  Sclandar  Tbty  iSuj.  die.de«p  acknoMfedgH^  «f 
ibcir  fiumcF  eimur  ralcbe  and  unadviU  proceedifiges  ba^ 
now  be  BDoAer  A^  caflbd  annuUiti>and  dVcbatged  tbair 
fisner  A&  fincSai.  And  bos  ofdainit  £a*  £uoe  to  be  iocC* 
fedual  bereafter  with  ^  admoiutLoii^a  given  confonie 
thereto  be  the  Mitiifteret  to  tbeir  flockis'  in  manim  forcfiud 
Cl  diat  now  not  oidy  maj  the  £adiE  Cammediaafifree^eaf^^ 
the  benciile  «f iila  Majeftks  Ubcftic  and  wacnnt  gtainod  ta 
dianie  Bot  all  his  Majefiies  fubjeOs  inbabitaiits  witfain  tbq 
£ud  Burgh  and  utheres  q^uhatTumevcr  may  freelie  at  thair 
awin  pldbur  repair  to  die  faidis  Comedies  and  Playes  witb« 
cut  oay  pane  /kaid)  cenlhring  tept^mii  oc  fcWnder  to  be 
incunit  be  tfaamc  tbairthrow  or  to  be  AWcnTurnt  or  fund 
twit  with  be  die  Minrfleres  Maglftrates  or  Se^oids  of  die 
Sud  Bw^  in  nay  Wyk  notwidi(bad«-  die  firQ  AS;  fbre&id 
and  admonitioa  given  con^rm  diaiiK)  or.  onjt  otbc^  ^  U« 
A^and  admovtioQea  to  be  maid  andgcvenbereafterwidu 
'  «st  his  MajeQies  coofent  and  allowance  And  grdaines  Officii 
ares  of  Anns  to  pais  to  the  Maikot  Crocc  of  Edior.  and  duif 
be  open  proclamation  male  [tuUtcatian  becectf  Quhaifdin>« 
Dane  pretend  ignorance  of  the  bate    . 

AberA«n,  i3Hiayi6.35, 
Licence  was  granted  to  George  Jainefbo,  painter,  ta 
build,  make  policy,,  and  plant,  in  and  about  th^  plot  of 
ground,  called  the  Play-fitld,  belonging  to  the  town,  where 
cemeJus  were  wont  to  be  aSlei  afildy  near  the  well  ofSpar, 
andaliferentleafethcreofwas  givcnbim.  He  wasto  build 
and  plant  upon  it,  and  to  fortify  it  againfl:  die  violence  of 
fpeats, 
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^>eats»  [9oods]  all  on  his  own  diarges,andathisdeath,  it  was 
to  belong  to  the  town>  -{MB.  exerads-from  die  records  of 
the  rit^  of  Aberdeen.]  It  feems  he  improved  it  to  excellent 
adrahtage;  Jatnefen  built  a  fummer'-hofife  irf  timber  ih  hii 
garden,  whidi  he  adorned  with  paintings  lAIch  vita  madr 
jtdmlredin  diat^r,  Butj^f  this^tbereM-notnow  [1750], 
the  leaft  veftige.  That  fppt  of  groundi  which  lies  low  to 
tiiewdlof  the  weU  of  Spaw^  Woolman,  or  WtftnAti  Hillsk^ 
itf  now  ft  bleachingrgrcen.  Formerly  the  fludents  at  the 
granunar-fchool  fila)«d  diere  at  die  buttSr  ^d  the  vif^or,  got 
tHefilirwarioWxTrtuchwaslteptinthefchool.  [MS.  Notes.] 


N"  IK  — 

■  Th?rfubjoiAedcxtw<as.fromSirHcnry  Her- 
bert's office-book,  wluch  was  found  in  tjbe  old 
fbejit  at  Ribbesford,  cam?  to  hand  a(tet  thp- 
^regoio^  ibeets  were  printed ;  and  are  now' 
added  as  vfeful  notices,  in   refpetft  to  his 

tfe:—  ■ 

I  ws*  fwoiTi  King  James  his  fcrvant  by  S'  Geo^  Reeve 
on  ordinary  Gentleman  of  his  Privy  Chamber,  aoih  March 
l62i»  at  Whitithall.— ^It  pleafed  the  Kthg  att  hiy  Lord 
Chamberlanes  motion  to  fende  for  mee  unto  his  bedchambec 
by  Junes  Palmer  and  to  K^i^te  mee  wfjdL  my  Lordn  Mar- 
quit  Hamilton's  fworde.  He  was  pleafed  likewtfe  to  be- 
ftowe  matiy  good  words  apon  mee  &  to  receive  mee  as  Mi 
(^  bis  Revclls,  att  Wilttui,  this  7  of  Aug.  162^.— I  fente 
the  certificate  oi  my  Knitehood  under  toy  Lord  Chamber- 
lines  hande  to  the  Earle  Marfhall  &  hereupon  he  certified  to 
^  Office  of  die  Harolds  tt  twas  cnt«ed  in  tbclr  boole  flie 
14''  AugM.  1623.  The  Harolds  had  no  fee,  but  (he  Ixtrd 
UfUibals  Secretary  lO*. 

Rr4  WIIL 
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In  trje  accounts  of  Heory  tlie  7th  are  diq 
following  items  :— 

[1492]    7^1  year-— to  my  Lorde  of  Oxtnl 

pleyere  irt  rewftnrde"  ao». 

[1494]    gtb        —to  the  Kings  Picyeis  far 

a  reward    -    -     -  S3*'  4^* 

— to  Walter  Alwyn  for  (A* 

iS«;*//(  at  C'tenmes  ^^.13     6».  8i 
•—To  Walter  Alwyn   in 
full    payment    fortbe 
difguyfing'  made    at 
Chriftenmcs  -     -    ^■14.  i^x-  4^- 
—to  the  Pleyere  of  Wym- 

borne  Mynyftre     -  201. 

[1495]  1*  — to  three  Plcyersof  Wy- 

combe inrewarde  131.  4^. 

—to  die  Frcnthe  Pleyers 

in  rewarde       -      -  40  x. 

14  •— totbeneyefs  widi  mwnetts 

[puppets.] 
}6  — ^o  the  Pleyers  at  Myles 

Ende     -     -     -     -  3/.  41^ 

[150a]  17  —to  John  En^ifhe,   the 

Plcyer    -     -.    -     ■  IP*» 

[1503]  18  —to  the  Pleyers  oif  St.  Al^, 

bones    -    -    -    -  lor. 

—to  the  Pleyers  of  ECex 

in  rewarde     -      -  20;. 

In  the  accounts  of  Henry  the  8th  are  thQ 
following  items : — 
[15*33  4  Not'.  5  year— to  Willm  Wyn- 
nrfberylordeofMyf- 
•     ■  rule 
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rule  opon   3  Warr. 

figncd  for  his  bufynes 

this  Criftetpes next  £.1^'   vjf.  ^ 
£1514]  6  y'-  I  JaSy — Item    to    dicrle  of 

Wiltysfllir      Play^re 

thatfbuldc  havcpjay* 

ed  in  the  Kings  hall 

oppon  ThurTdaye  131.  ^J. 

— to  the  Kings  tJde  Play- 
ers in  rewanle       -    ^^.4. 
J  Jafiy— Item  to  the  Kings  Play- 
ers in  rewarde        -  66;.  8^ 
tj5i6]  8th  y  8  Mar— To  Mr.  Comiflw 

of  the  Chapell  for  his 

rewarde  for    9   1^7 

which.was  plaid  upon 

Sheroftewifday      -    jf.6.  13J.  4JL 

Mem:  John  Englifl),  (he  player,  who  was  paid  tm 
fliillings  by  Henry  the  ytb,  in  130a)  is  the  dmc  comedian, 
who,  with  his  csmpanytns,  accompanied  the  Lady  Margaret 
from  Windfor  to  Edinburgh,  in  1503;  and  played  mora/j/MJ 
at  her  marriage  with  James,  the  rourtti.  [See  before,  p,  416.] 
And,  it  is  curious  to  remark,  that  John  Engli(h,  who  Is  now 
introduced  to  the  lovers  of  the  drama,  is  the  earlicA  managtr^ 
(^players,  who  has  hithcrw  been  dilbovcred. 

Aberdcne,  1503,  July  24.  . 
Ten  pounds  were  alSgned  to  the  commm  mtn/lralisi  ta 
fumilli  them  to  the  paflage  [for  their  journey]  with  the  Al- 
derman, and  odier  honourable  neighbours,  to  thc^^i^ofthe 
Klttgt  marrlagt,  at  command  of  his  highnefs,  and  to  the 
pleafurc  of  his  Majefty.  [MS.  extrafts  from  the  city-records 
•f  Abirtlttn.1 

N»  IV. 
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There  is  4  'a)ltc^he,ry  about-  the  Jiame  of 
Shakspeare,  which  gives  an  iatcreft  to  eve- 
ry thing,  that  is,  in  any  mtitvier,  connefled 
with. him.  XVe  natufatly  Wtfti  to  know  the 
ftate  of  the  /^jiJff^  where  l^e  was  born,  in  1564, 
and  died,-)in'  16.16,  while  he  was  yet  little  de- 
clined into  the  'irde  of  year ^.  fo  161^^  mucK  ' 
of  Stratford-upon-Avon  was  burnt.  The  iiib-. 
joined  letter*. from  th^  counciUregiftei-s  will 
ihow  the  caofe  of  that  cabioity,  which  in- 
volved our  pof^,  in  danger,  and  the  mea^ 
iiires,  that  Were  taken  to  prevent  limilar  mif- 
fortunfls : 

A  Letter  from  dve  Privy  Council  to  the  fiailiff,  cbieC 
Atdertnan,  arid  Town  Clerk,  for  the  lime  being,  of 
Stratford-upo-AVon ;  dkled  the  i6th  MafcfrlfirS. 
Wee  fend  yoii  here  inlofed  a  petition  exhibited  iitito  us, 
on  die  behalf  of  that  Borough  (mF  Stratford  t^ak Havny. 
wherein  is  humbly  reprefcnted  unto  lis,  the  great  and  la- 
mentable I0&  happenetl  to  that  Town  by  calualty  of  Firc^ 
which,  of  late  years,  hath  l)ee'n  very  frequently  occafioned 
by  i^eans  of  tiiatchcd  Cottages,  Stacks  of  Straw,  Furaes, 
and  Itich  like  combiiflibTe  ftuf,  which  are  fufier^  (o-  be 
ere^ed  and  made  confufedly  in  niofl:  of  IJie  principal  parts  of' 
the  Town  without  rcftrainl.  And  whicli  being  ftill  corib- 
nued  cannot  but  prove  very  dangerous,  aiid  fijbjc3  fo  the 
like  inconveniences  ;  and  therefore  we  havS  thought  meet 
for  the  better  fafety  and  fecuring  that  Town  froni  future 
Danger,  hereby  to  authonae-  »iA  rei)uire  you  to  take  Oder 

that 
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ibat  from  hence  famrd  tliere  be  not  any  houfc  ^r'  Cottage 
dutlhall  be  ereded  by  any  Owner  of  Lai)il  01;  other  fulFercii 
to  be  thatch^,  nor  any  Stacks  or  piles  of  Straw  or  Fuczcs, 
nude  in  any  part  of  tbat  Town  either  upon  the  Stieetsor 
elftwhere  that  may  any  way  indanger  the  fame  by  Fire,  as, 
formerly,  but  that  all  the  houfes  and  Cottages  to  be  here- 
after built  wilfain  the  Town,  be  covorcd  with  Tyles  or  Slates, 
and  the  fbrdzid  Stacks  and  Piles  rcmavcd  to  fit  and  coarc.* 
Bient  places  withom  the  Town.  And  for  the  houfes  aiid 
Cottages  already  built  and  covered  with  Strawtheret  wee 
do  tlkewife  raquirb  you  to  cuife  tbe  £ms  to  be  altered  and. 
f^ormed,  according  Do  riicfe  direAions  with  as  much  cj^mk. 
rfkion  as  may  (land  with  convenience  and  as  the  Metyand 
Welfare  of  that  Town  may  any  way  require.  Herein  Wee 
require  you  to  take  Orier  accordingly,  in.  cafe  «f  any  O(7o>. 
iicion  to  thcfe  our  dire^Mis  where^  the  perforntance  rt 
|he  &ine  may  be  interrupted  or  ftayed  to  make  Certificate 
unto  us  of  tbe  Names  of  fuch  a<i  fball  not  conform  thcmfelvcsi 
accordingly  that  fuch  further  Order  maybe  t^n  therein  a> 
{ball  be  expedient.    And  fi>  &c. 

But,  tbofe  falutary  orders  of  the  privy- 
council  were  nf>t  altogether  obeyed.  And,. 
George  Badger,  William  Shawe,  and  John 
Beefeley,  alias  Coxie,  inhabitants  of  that  bo- 
rough, were  brought  before  the  privy-coun- 
cil* on  an  accufation  of  difobedience  :  Yet, 
they  were  loon  difchargcd ;  as  they  were  not 
rigoroufly  profecuted  :  Thcfe  fefts,  we  may 
learn  from  the  fubjoined  Letter  of  tie  Privy- 
founci/,  dated  the  26th  of  November,  1619  :— 
You  fliall  underftand  that  complaint  was  tnade  unto  us 
]>y  a  petition  in  tlie  name  cf  the  Bailiff  and  BurgelTes  of  the 
Town 
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Town  of  StntfoTd'vpon- Haven,  That  whereas  there  w» 
an  Order  lately  made  at  this  Board  rcftraining  die  life  cf 
diatching  of  houfes  and  Cottage*  in  that  Town,  to  prercnt 
and  avoid  the  danger  and  great  lofs  by  fire  that  of  Jate  tinK 
haih  often  happened  there  by  means  of  fuch  tbatdied  houfes 
to  the  utter  ruin  and  overthrow  of  laaaj  the  Inhabiianu. 
Tbefe  three  parties  GecM-ge  Badger  William  &hawe  and 
Jottn  Beefky,  refilling  to  confbrin  themfelv^s  to  ouc  ioA 
Order,  had  in  contempt  thereof  erected  certain  thatchc4 
houfes  and  Cottages  to  the  ill  exabiple  of  others  and  the  eo- 
dtitgering  of  the  Town  by  ifac  like  caiuaitf  of  fire.  Wbere*, 
npon  they  being  convened  before  us,  for  as  much  as  they  do 
abfolvitely  deny^at  they  have  {hewed  any  fuch  difoljedicoce 
at  d)  to  our  laid  Order,  nor  committed  any  manner  of  A,& 
contrary  thflrcvnCo  lince  the  publicatipn  of  the  lame  in  dm 
Town  :  And  that  die  party  that  exhibited  tljc  Coo^ilaint 
againft  them  in  the  name  of  the  Town^  did  not  appear  at 
make  good  his  information.  Wee  have  thought  good  to 
ffmifs  the  (aid  Badger,  Shaw,  and  BeeHey  for  the  ptdent. 
And  withal  to  pray  and  require  you  to  take  due  examination 
of  the  forefaid  Complaint  which  you  fliall  receive  here  jn- 
dofed  and  upon  full  information  of  the  Truth  thereof  to 
make  Certificate  unto  us,  of  what  you  find  riiercin,  that 
fiich  funlicr  Order  may  be  taken  at  Qull  be  meet.  And 
fo  &c.  ' 


During  the  age  of  Shakfpeare,  however,  the 
Other  towns  of  England  were  in  the  fame  ftate 
of  wretchednefs.  On  a  complaint  from  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge  "  that  much  cafualty 
"  hath  happened  by  iire,  in  that  town,  oc- 
*'  cafioned  by  houfes,  and  cottages,  being 
**  tbatcbed  with  reed,  and  firaw"  the  privy- 
councQ, 
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council,  on  the  2d  of  June  1619,  ilTued  an 
order,  "  that  no  houfcs,  cottages,  &c.  be  built 
**  without  the  builders  thereof  engage  to 
"  cover  the  fame  with  flates,  or  tiles."  [Coun- 
cil-reg'.]  Let  us  now  look  at  London  :  In 
J  567,  the  Royal  Exchange  was  firft  built. 
In  1571,  ^/"//n^  was  firft  begun  to  be  built 
on  \ii  feabank.  In  1571,  about  which  time 
the  Curtain  theatre  was  erefted,  IVhtte-cbapel 
viz^firji  paired.  In  1590,  London  was  inha- 
bited by  about  160,000  people.  In  1603, 
London  and  Weftminfter,  which  were  once 
a  mile  afunder.  Were,  about  this  time,  gra- 
dually joined  together,  by  buildings.  In  1 60  j^ 
the  village,  cailed  St.  Gyles's  in  the  fields 
remained  ftill  unconnefted  with  the  town ; 
and  was  now,  as  well  as  Drury-Iane,  firft 
paved.  In  1613,  Weft  Smithfield  was  firft 
paved.  In  1618,  the  fuburb,  called  Lincoln's- 
inn-fields,  was  firft  adorned.  [Vid.  the  Chron. 
Index  to  Anderf.  Commerce.  Art.  London.] 


N-Vi 

All  the  art,  and  induilry,  of  the  commea- 
tators  have  been  ufcd  to  iree  Shakfpeare  from 
the  imputation  of  having  poifoned  the  hour  of 
(onfdence  andfeJUvityt  by  writing  a  malignant 
«  2  epUaph 
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epitaph  on  John-a-Combe^  who  bequeathed 
Dur  poet  a  legacy  of  five  pounds.  This  was 
joha  Combe  of  Welcombc,  in  die.  parifh  ctf 
Stratford-upon- Haven*  who  made  his  wUI,  oa 
■the  aSih  of  January  1612-13,  which  wa^ 
proved  November  10,  1615;  and. who  was 
buried  at  Stratford,  on  the  I  lib  of  July  1614.1 
at  the  premature  age  of  fifty-three.  His  eldefl 
fon,  and  heir,  was  Wilham  Combe  of  Wel- 
combe,  who  died*  at  the  fame  place,  January 
30, 1666-7,  aged  eighty!  His  fecond  fon  was 
Thomas  Combe^  to  whom  Shakfpeare  be- 
queathed lis  Jword,  and  who  died  alfo  at 
Stratfordt  in  July  1657,  *8^  fixty*eighti 
Shakfpeare,  we  may  recolleiS,  dcvifed  to  his 
daughter  Sufannah  all  his  hereditaments,  lying 
"  within  the  towns,  hamlets,  villages,  fields, 
**  and  grounds  of  Stratford-upon-Avoo^  Old 
**  Stratford,  Bifhopton,  and  Welcombe."  [Mai. 
Shak.  vol.  i.  part  i.  pa 5.  121:  Steevens's  Shak. 
1793,  vol.  i.  p.  22-97.1  Now  I  weighing  all 
thofe  circulnftances,  with  the  following  JocH' 
mentSf  which  were  copied  from  the  council- 
regifters,  it  appears  to' me  more  than  probable, 
that  John  Combe,  attempting  to  inclofe,  and 
to  turn  to  pafture,  four  hundred  acres  of  land» 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  pvQr^  thereby  coade  him- 
ielf  odious  to  the  people  %  9Iid  wm»  theiefiir^ 
9  .libelled* 
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bb^lit^i  in  various  yerlis,  by  the  wwar  poets  of 
Slratfoid  :  And,  William  Combe,  continuing 
his  father's  meafiires,  was  oppofsd  by  the 
BailifFc  and  Burgefles  of  Stratford  -  upon  -, 
HaveQi  who  obtaini^d  the  fubjoi^ed  mtcrdli^ 
&om  the  privy-council  :-^ 

A  Letter  from  the  Privy-coiindl  to  the  MafteToF  die 
Rolls,  and  SiY  Edward  Ctk.t,  Knight  j  d^ted  tbe 
1461  February  1618. 

By  the  incloied  petition  you  fball  percare  the  complaint 
made  unto  us  on  the  behalf  of  the  Bailljfs  and  Burgefles  of 
Stratford  upon  Haven  in  the  County  of  Warwick  concemt 
ing  an  indofnre  of  4.00  Acres  of  Arable  land  intended  to  be 
turned  intopafture  by  William  Combe  of  Welcombe  in  the 
tud  parift  [of]  StratTcvde  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Tithes  of 
Com  and  Grain  employed  to  divers  charitable  ufes  the  par- 
ticulars vriiereof  wili  by  the  petition  appear  unto  you.—. 
Forafmuch  as  we  find  diat  you  are  already  acquainted  with 
diis  caufe,  and  that  at  the  Alfizes  in  Lent  13"'  of  His  Ma- 
jcfty  upon  a  petition  there  exhibited,  it  was  then  ordn'ed 
that  no  fuch  Indofure  Ibould  be  made  there,  nor  any  decay 
of  Tillage  admitted  untill  good  caufe  (hould  be  fhewed 
to  Ac  Judges,  in  open  Afltees  to  tiie  contrary.  And  that 
the  fame  Order  was  lilcewife  confirmed  by  the  Judges  there 
I S*"  of  The  King.— We  have  thought  meet  hereby  to  pray 
and  require  you  taking  to  your  afliftajicc  the  Juftices  (rf 
Afltzc  of  the  County  of  Warwick,  if  you  fliall  fo  think 
fit,  to  call  as  well  the  faid  Combe,  as  the  petitioners  before 
you,  and  upon  hearing  of  the  caufe,  to  order  fuch  a  courle 
therein  lor  the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  as  fliall  be  agreeable 
to  Joftice,  or  otberwile  to  certify  us  your  opiiiioEi  of  the 
fame,  that  fuch  further  Order  .may  be  taken  as  Qiall  be  meet, 
Andfo&c. 
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A  Letter  from  riie  Privy-council  to  William  Combe 
Efq'.  of  Welcombff,  in  die  County  of  Warwick, 
dkted  the  12th  Mardt  1618: — 
It  is  not  unknown  unto  you  what  courfe  hath  been  held 
Ifere  in  the  examination  of  the  complaint  exhibited  to  thii 
Board  againft  you,  on  thebriialf  of  the  3aili fftrand  Burgeffift  of 
dw  Town  of  Stratford  upen  Haven  coQcerniiig  the  iacl<^ing 
oTacertainquantityof  Arable  Land  converting  the  June  into 
pailure,  and  oAer  proceedings  of  yours  therein,  to  the  great 
pr^udice  both  of  the  Church  and  the  Poor  of  that  Town* 
in  taking  aWay  the  Tithes  of  Corn  and  Grain  employed'to 
divers  diaricable  and  public  ules  there.  And  foi^much  as 
k  Bf^ieareth  that  there  have  been  certain  Orders  conceived 
utd  fct  down  in  this  Calie  by  the  Julltces  of  AfHze  of  that 
County  with  content  of  all  parlies  prohibiting  the  Inclofure 
of  thefe  Lands,  converting  the  Arable  Ground  into  paflur^ 
and  ploughing  up  of  the  green  Sward  of  the  Meeres  and 
Banks :  It  is  held  meet  and  Juft,  that  thofe  Orders  be  con- 
firmed, aiul  that  whatfoever  hath  been  fnice  committed  or 
done  contrary  to  the  fame  be  forthwith  reformed.  And 
therefore  wedo  hereby  ftraitlycharge  and  require  you  to  take 
prcfentOrderithattheiiicioTures  contained  in  the  Certificate  of 
Sir  Richard  Vemey&c  and  which  have  been  made  contrary, 
to  the  aforelkid  Orders  fet  down  in  ppen  Affizes  be  fbtth- 
with  laid  open  as  fomtetly  they  were.  As  alfo  that  the 
Land  converted  into  pafture  be  again  made  Arable  for  Com 
and  Grain  according  to  thecourfeof  Hufbandrythere.  And 
laftly  that  the  Meeres  and  Banks  berefloredand  made  per- 
fedl.  Whereof  we  require  you  to  have  that  due  care  as  is 
meet,  and  to  fee  thefe  directions  fully  accoinpliihed  and  ob> 
&rved  until  fuch  ome  as  the  Jufticcs  of  Affize  for  that  COiinty 
fliall  upon  judicial  hearing  take  other  Order  theroia— • 
Whereof  you  may  not  bil  as  you  will  anther  the  contrary  u 
jour  peri).    And  lb  &c. 

,     ^N»VL 


r^B. zed  oy  Google 


H*  VI.]  J^tit  B  B  L  I B  y  E  R  S.  f»s 

'     ^ —  N'  VL 

It  was  deemed  a  proper  attentibn  to  Mr. 
Malone,  and  to  Mr.  Waldrcn,  to  repubUi}i> 
in  this  Appendix,  their  retnuflions,  and  ezpla- 
nUtion^>  as  ikf  as  they  have  appeared'  in  the 

(jENTLEMAn's  Magazine  :— 

15th  April. 

Mr.  Ui'bani 
1a  my  late  inquiry  into  die  authenticity  of  the  pretntdtM 
SbaJcfpeare  MS  S.  ( p.  3 1  S>  n.  193 },  I  have  £ud  iktt  die  French 
bad  not  the  words  *'  denngcr  nor  derangement"  in  the  time 
(^Shskrpeare.  Buttbiswasa  mtftalce^ into  which  I  wai led 
hy  looking  into  Cotgrave's  di^onaiy  fisr  thofe  words  as 
tbej'arenowrpelt.  He  has,  I  fiDd> "  defrang^  and  delntfcr" 
(which  was  the  fpelling  of  his  time),  but  not  dcfrangemaiL 
Tfais  however,  does  not  at  all  aSe&  my  principa]  argument 
in  that  place ;  for,  all  that  I  was  bound  to  fliew  was,  that 
.wt  had  not  die  Englilh  words  formed  fnm  tbem  till  ^>ov« 
a  century  afterwards ;  and  this  I  have  Ihewn,  [From  this 
ch^buTafTment,  Mr.  Malone  iriight  have  more  eafily  extri- 
c^ed  himfelf,  by  looking  into  tbi  Interfrtttr  of  Cowel,  who 
was  the  contemporary  of  Stukfpeire,  in  Vo.  Deraign^  ov 
7)«r/r«f .— "  Laftly,  in  fome  places,  die  fubftantive  drratgH- 
*'  eunt  is  found  uTed  in  the  very  literal  figniiication  of  the 
"  FreiKh  dertntr,  or  difrangtr,    that  is,    turning  cut  of 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  mention  this  flight  overHgh^  per- 
mit me  to  notice  two  errors  which  efcaped  me  when  I  was 
making  the  tacle  of  errata.  In  p.  93, 1.  ult,  of  texti  for  no^ 
viciate  read  novicej  and,  in  p.  254,  1.  15,  for  twenty  read 
twenty.fcven.  E.  M. 

Sf  asth 
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25tfa  April. 
One  word  mote^^i.  Urban^  vith  yOur  leave,  on  die 
ShaVrpeare  forgery.  I  was  perfe^y  aware  (as  I  have 
mentioned  in  ffly  bobk]  of  the  difficulty  of  cft^liflting  a 
iMgative  proof;  and,  therefore,  was  not  furprifed  to  find 
that. I  had  been  mittaken  in  the  obje£lion  made  in  p.  164 
to  **  heaven"  being  employed  in  one  of  thefe  fpurioitt 
MSS.  as  a  diflyllable.  I  now  recoiled  tbat  it  is  fo  ufed  in 
Macbbth:—     - 

- "  Hear  it  not,  Dtmcan !  for  it  is  a  knell, 
"  That  fummoni  thee  to  heaven,  or  to  hell." 
'  The  infijHdity,  however,  of  the  water-gruel  compoCtkn 
where  this  vrxad  is  found,  tvmains  ftill  pcrfed  and  un- 
rivalled. 

fA  thiny-jtars-critie  on  Shakfpeare  might  have  known, 
without  recdle^tion,  that  tur  majktr  generally  ufes  beavOf 
s&  a  wmufyUaiUy  and  but  fometiHies  as  a  ^£jUehU.  Such  a 
critic  might  have  alTo  known,  that  Spenfer,  widi  the  poetic 
licenfe,  ufes  htavtn^  both  as  a  motiofyllable,  and  as  a  diffylb- 
Ue,  very  frequently,  in  The  Rums  ^Tinu: 

—  The  wotld'i  late  wmdcr,  and  the  himvtmi  new  joy, 
"  Yet. 'ere  bit  happy  fool  to  Aak>«  went." 
The  itifipidiij  of  wattr-gruel  is  nothing  to  die  peruial  of- 
iht  fcribiU  of  a  critic,  who  pretends  to  know  every  thii^, 
without  knowii^  any  thing  difiiiuflly.} 
P.  85.  1.  S,  for  Angliz,  r.  Ang^is. 
P.  326.  1. 14,  dele  Henry ;  for  I  find  be  was  chriflcoed 
by  the  pames  of  Henry  Frederick. 

E.M. 


zoth  May. 

By  an  error  of  the  prefs,  one  of  the  correftions  of  d»c 

"  Vindication  of  Shakfpeare,"  which  I  fent  you  laft  month, 

could  not  be  underllood.    The  reference  was  to  p.  229, 

\ihcre  Henry  Ptiiice  of  Wales,  is  iaid  to  have  had  but  one 

u  Chiiltiu 
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Ojnfiiari  hEOne;  whereas,  in  truth,  as  appears  from  a  paf- 
ragi-  ih  Camden's  Remains,  4*  1605,  which  had  efcaped  me," 
he  was  baptized  by  the  names  of  Henry- F  red trrick. 

[Yet;  even  with  the  helpof  Camden,  our  critic  does  not 
depart  from  his  grpundlefs  pofition,  that  there  were  not,  iii 
tiie  age  of  Shakfpeare,  any  inftances  of  two  names  of  bap- 
tifm ;  Nor,  does  he  recollu^  that  the  baptifm  of  Henry- 
Frederick  was  fet  forth  in  Birch's  Lift  of  Htary,  Princt  of 
/,K«Vj,-  1760.] 

.  As  I  have  thus  once  more  had  occafion  to  fay  a  word  on 
this  fubjei^,  and  I  am  defirous  of  giving  as  iictle  trouble  as 
niay  be  to  whoever  may  anfwcr  th:  "  VinJicatioa  "  (if  at 
the  end  of  eight  weeks  an  Aiifwcrer  fii.-.H  come  into  the 
field),  I  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  more  corrections. 

P.  96.  1.  2,  Coripheaus.  r.  Coryphaeus ;  p.  138.  I.  5, 
from  the  bottom,  for  Chinfe,  r.  Chii.cf; ;  p.  1S9,  1-.  2,  for 
have,  r.  haue  ;  and  in  p.  190.  L  10,  the  f^mc  correctiim 
fhould  be  made.  In  p.  193.  I.  8  and  10,  (he  word  "  and  " 
Js  twice  printed  by  the  miHake  of  the  CompoGtor,  iniiead 
of  the  abbreviation  &.  P.  338,  n.  for  Anderfocn  alls  (the 
letters  hqve  been  mifpkced  at  the  prcfs)  r.  Andcrfon  calls. 

In  p.  79,  1  have  exprefled  a  doubt  concerning  the  anti-' 
quity  of  the  word  excellence,  as  applied  to  written  coinpo- 
Htions,  but  lately  have  foun^  reafon  to  believe  that  this  word 
was  thus  ufcd  in  Shakfpearc's  time.  E.  M. 


Feb.  7. 
Mr.  Urban, 


Having  only  truth  in  view,  I  am  anxious  to  acknowledge 
the  fmallefl  error  1  may  have  fallen  into.  In  pp.  11,12,  iif 
"  Fr:e  Refledlions  on  Mifcdlancous  Papers  and  Legal  In- 
«  ilruments,  under  the  Hand  and  Seal  of  William  Shak- 
*■  fpcare  i"  I  have  fiati  that  "  Wliimwes,"  &c.  the  title  of 
a  book  printed  in  1631,"  is  th?  carlieft  infliince  I  cr.n  rc- 
"  colleil  of  any  word  Hkc  W hy mfy calls. "    Since  th-.*  pub- 
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licitiofi  of  ^t  pam[Mct>  I  have  cMerred  that  Whiai&y 
Occurs  ta  early  as  in  the  firft  edition  of  <^  Ben  Johnlbn  h^ 
*^  Voipone,  or  the  Foxe."  4to.  16071  the  third  id  of  which 
bwins  thus : 

Mof«. 
"  I  feare,  t  ffiall  begin  to  grow  in  love 
"  With  my  deare  felfe,  and  my  ntofi  profp^ioiii  paitti 
"  They  do  To  fpring,  and  burgeon ;  I  cui  feelc 
"  A  whimfey  I'  my  blood." 
I  avail  myfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  inform  the  fevCral  per* 
fdns  who  have  honbured  mc  frith  thdr  enquiries,  tint  die 
entire  MS.  of  '*  The  Virgin  Queen,"  from  which  bat 
eztrads  have  been  printed,  is  in  the  polTeflion  of  your  con* 
ftant  reader.  F.  G.  Waldno. 


:.ci..zedoyGoaglc 


:.ci.. zed  oy  Google 


:.ci.. zed  oy  Google 


:.ci.. zed  oy  Google 


:.ci.. zed  oy  Google 


